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At the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, our monthly human rights monitor
aims to review the most recent human rights developments among our seven
priorities. We provide a fact-based review on how ongoing human rights
developments are affecting the MENA region. Our reports seek to amplify voices
of the voiceless, demand for action and document the struggle of our time. 

This month’s Human Rights Monitor focuses on, inter alia: 

This report is not just a record of human rights violations but an effort to shine a
light on ways of driving justice, highlighting problems and violations that must be
addressed. Hence, it is calling for accountability, an appeal to those who hold the
reins of power, a reminder that the world is watching, and a voice for the region.
By reading our ‘Human Rights Monitor’ report, you will witness the pain, the
courage, and the indomitable hope of those who struggle for a better tomorrow. 
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Saudi Arabia reaching a new record number of executions last year and
“Israel” proposing a new death penalty legislation specifically targeting
Palestinian prisoners
The repression of Gen Z protests in Morocco demanding political
participation, social services, and accountability
Iraq’s allocation of land to Yazidi women survivors under the Yazidi Suvivors
Law, and the continued marginalization of women in political and electoral
processes
The gendered impacts of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the ongoing
conflict in Sudan
Morocco’s continued reforms of its social protection system, focusing on
direct cash support, data-based targeting of beneficiaries, and long-term
financial sustainability
Qatar’s implementation of a new disability law and related awareness-raising
and training initiatives
Jordan’s National Youth Survey to identify youth priorities and discussions on
youth participation, health, and education



“Israel” has published a draft for an updated death penalty bill expanding the
use of the death penalty for Palestinian prisoners. The new draft specifically
targets Palestinians accused of participating in the October 2023 attacks by
introducing a mandatory death sentence, which would also apply to other
Palestinian detainees. Notably, the legislation would not apply to “Israeli”
nationals who kill Palestinians under comparable circumstances.

The right to life constitutes a core principle of international human rights law and
is most directly challenged by the continued use of the death penalty. While
international law does not impose an absolute prohibition, it strictly limits capital
punishment to exceptional circumstances. As emphasized by the UN Human
Rights Committee in its General Comment No. 36, the death penalty may only
be applied for the most serious crimes and in full compliance with due process
guarantees, non-discrimination, and the prohibition of arbitrariness. In practice,
however, the continued use of capital punishment, often beyond the narrow
limits defined by international law, raises persistent concerns regarding due
process, discrimination, and political repression. 

Developments in December underscore the urgency of this debate. Over the last
year, Saudi Arabia reportedly reached a new record in executions, reflecting a
sharp escalation in the use of capital punishment. At the same time, proposals for
new death penalty legislation targeting Palestinian prisoners signal a further
erosion of legal safeguards. These developments highlight how the death penalty
continues to be used as a tool of governance and control, making the right to life
a particularly contested issue in the region.
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Palestine - Capital Punishment for Palestinian
Prisoners 

Introduction

https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-publishes-updated-death-penalty-bill-palestinians
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/death-penalty-bill-palestinians-imprisoned-7-october-ben-gvir
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/death-penalty-bill-palestinians-imprisoned-7-october-ben-gvir
https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/hrc/2019/en/123145
https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/hrc/2019/en/123145
https://www.refworld.org/legal/general/hrc/2019/en/123145


The bill would mandate capital punishment without requiring approval from
prosecutors. Additionally, the requirement for unanimous verdicts and that all
judges must hold the rank of lieutenant colonel or higher would be abolished.
Under the proposal, executions could be carried out by shooting, electrocution,
hanging, or lethal injection within 90 days of a final judicial ruling, with the
identity of the executioner remaining anonymous. The draft was proposed by the
extreme right Jewish Power party, led by National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir, who is a vocal supporter of the war on Gaza and the annexation of the
West Bank and already passed the first reading. 

Noa Sattath, the executive director of the Association for Civil Rights in “Israel”,
said that “there are hundreds of prisoners from the October 7th massacres that
are held in ”Israel”, and I think this law is about targeting and doing mass
executions of them.” 

The publication of the updated bill was followed by discussions on establishing a
dedicated military court with the authority to impose the death penalty. This
court would be tasked with prosecuting alleged members of Hamas’ elite
“Nukhba” unit. Israel is estimated to be detaining about 450 Palestinian prisoners
classified as Hamas elite fighters. Reports suggest that “Israel” wants to conduct
the trials outside the regular judicial systems in highly public proceedings, with
the explicit aim of ensuring that the prosecution of the suspects ends in
executions.

These developments raise serious concerns regarding the right to life and due
process, as the proposed measures weaken fundamental legal safeguards and
introduce explicitly discriminatory applications of capital punishment. In doing so,
they risk further undermining international human rights standards and
entrenching the death penalty as a tool of political control rather than exceptional
justice. Therefore, the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies condemns the
proposed legislation and calls for its immediate withdrawal, warning that it
violates the right to life, undermines due process, and contravenes fundamental
international human rights standards.
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https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-publishes-updated-death-penalty-bill-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-publishes-updated-death-penalty-bill-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-publishes-updated-death-penalty-bill-palestinians
https://www.newarab.com/news/israel-publishes-updated-death-penalty-bill-palestinians
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/israel-gaza-palestinian-death-penalty-9.7019609
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/israel-gaza-palestinian-death-penalty-9.7019609
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/israel-considers-special-military-court-to-seek-death-penalty-for-hamas-fighters/ar-AA1SFtPi
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/other/israel-considers-special-military-court-to-seek-death-penalty-for-hamas-fighters/ar-AA1SFtPi
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Saudi Arabia - Record Use of the Death Penalty

Sharp Increase in Executions in 2025

Saudi Arabia reached a new record in the use of the death penalty this year,
executing at least 340 people, according to Agence France-Presse, while human
rights organizations such as Amnesty International report as many as 345
executions. This follows 336 executions in 2024, marking the second
consecutive year in which Saudi Arabia has surpassed its own execution records
since the 1990s. The majority of executions this year (232 cases) were related to
drug offenses, while others were carried out on terrorism-related charges.

Execution of Yemeni National on Terrorism Charges 

On December 18, Saudi Arabia executed Qaboos Said Talib Al Kathiri, a Yemeni
national convicted of terrorism. According to the Ministry of Interior, the charges
included joining a foreign terrorist organization, killing security personnel, and
financing terrorist activities. The sentence relates to a crime he committed in
September 2019 in Hadramout, Yemen, after which he was transferred from
Yemen to stand trial in Saudi Arabia. 

The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies believes that Al Kathiri should have
faced trial in Hadramout, the country where the crime was committed. ACHRS
further condemns the continued and expanding use of the death penalty in Saudi
Arabia and calls for an immediate moratorium on executions. In particular, the
application of capital punishment for drug-related offenses constitutes a clear
violation of international human rights law, which restricts the death penalty,
where it has not been abolished, to the most serious crimes, a threshold that
such offenses do not meet.

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/saudi-arabia-sets-new-death-penalty-record-executes-340-people-in-2025-afp/ar-AA1SqDqR
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-sets-new-death-penalty-record-year
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-sets-new-death-penalty-record-year
https://d.docs.live.net/e45912cb425436ec/ACHRS/HRM%20December/The%20toll%20marks%20the%20second-straight%20year%20Saudi%20Arabia%20has%20broken%20its%20own%20record%20since%20rights%20groups%20first%20began%20documenting%20the%20number%20of%20executions%20in%20the%201990s.
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/world/saudi-arabia-sets-new-death-penalty-record-executes-340-people-in-2025-afp/ar-AA1SqDqR
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-sets-new-death-penalty-record-year
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/world/saudi-arabia-executes-yemeni-national-convicted-of-terrorism/ar-AA1SAAw1
https://www.msn.com/en-ae/news/world/saudi-arabia-executes-yemeni-national-convicted-of-terrorism/ar-AA1SAAw1
https://en.ypagency.net/379547
https://en.ypagency.net/379547


The right to speak is a fundamental part of any free and fair society. While the
right to speak is important in any context, ACHRS focuses on covering the rights
and the violations of the rights of media professionals and activists. In
contemporary society, journalists and activists have unprecedented possibilities
to spread information and inform the public about human rights in their own as
well as other countries. Sadly, we see that governments often see this as a
threat instead of a positive development. 

In December, the Arab region saw arrests and repression of journalists and
activists. In Egypt, Tunisia, and Syria journalists and activists were arrested,
while in Saudi Arabia people were fined and forced to shut down their online
accounts. In Palestine and in Sudan, journalists and civil society members faced
abuses and severe suppression. 
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Introduction

Egypt - Repression of Free Speech

In December, in accordance with the rest of 2025, there continued to be signs of
repression of the right to speak in Egypt. 

Travel Ban on Alaa Abd el Fattah Lifted

The Egyptian government lifted the travel ban they imposed on Alaa Abd el
Fattah after releasing him from jail in September, allowing him to return to
London at the end of December. Abd el Fattah, who is from a family of human
rights activists, became a leading voice during the Arab Spring. He was
sentenced to five years in prison after being convicted in 2019 on charges of
spreading false news. In total, Abd el Fatteh was jailed almost continuously for
nearly 10 years, two years beyond his sentence, as the government refused to
recognize the time he spent in pre-trial detention. While ACHRS is happy to see
Alaa Abd el Fattah has been reunited with his family in London, his sentence and
his extremely long detention is unfair and worrying. ACHRS calls for the Egyptian
government to stop persecuting activists and uphold a more fair justice system. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/dec/26/british-egyptian-activist-alaa-abd-el-fattah-arrives-in-uk-after-travel-ban-lifted


Appeal Five Year Sentence for Economist Adb al-Khaliq Farouk

On 25 December 2025, an Appeals Court began to hear the case of prominent
economist Abd al-Khaliq Farouk who was sentenced to five years imprisonment
for ‘disseminating false news’, criticizing Egypt’s economic policies, and alleging
government corruption. Amr Magdi, senior researcher of Human Rights Watch,
has described Dr. Farouk’s imprisonment as the “latest case in which Egypt’s
government makes a mockery of free speech guarantees and due process
rights.” ACHRS joins the Human Rights Watch in demanding that Dr. Farouk will
be released.
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Palestine - ‘Israeli’ Security Forces Suppress
Palestinian Civil Society

On the 1st of December, the occupational security forces raided the offices of
the Union of Agricultural Work Committees, a non-governmental organisation
that is considered “terrorist” by ‘Israel’. At the raid, which took place in Ramallah
and Al-Khalil (Hebron), the ‘Israeli’ security forces detained eight of the people
present in the offices. This follows a period of extreme violence by settlers as
well as the occupation’s security forces. Altogether, these incidents and attacks
in the West Bank show that the occupation aims to silence Palestinian civil
society actors and activists. ACHRS condemns this and urges international
society and individual states to undertake steps to ensure ‘Israels” compliance
with international human rights law. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/17/egypt-quash-conviction-of-prominent-economist
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/crackdown-palestinian-civil-society-union-agricultural-work-committees-raided-enar
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/12/1166496
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Saudi Arabia - Critics of Rising Costs Repressed 

In December, nine people were fined and forced to close down their social
media accounts, due to them posting “violating content”. Additionally, over 40
people were summoned by the General Authority of Media Regulation over
“provocative” content. This follows similar developments in November. Sanad, a
Saudi human rights organisation based in the UK, has said that the recent
repression by Saudi Arabia seems to be due to increased online criticism of
recent reforms to social security benefits. The events in December are another
example of the very extensive repression of all critics by the Saudi government.
ACHRS condemns these recent developments, as well as the broader repression
of opinion, activists, and journalists. Instead, ACHRS urges the Saudi
government to listen to the concerns of its population.

Sudan - Female Journalists Subjected to Various
Forms of Violations and Abuses

A report by the Sudan Woman Media Network (MADAMIK) that was published on
December 30 found that Sudanese women journalists were subjected to
numerous human rights violations. The network found that besides the threats
that all people, and especially women, are exposed to in Sudan, female
Sudanese journalists were additionally targeted for their journalistic work.
Female journalists were subjected to killings, displacements, arrest, sexual
violence, prosecutions, confiscation of property, and travel bans. Additionally,
they were subjected to digital violations on social media platforms through
bullying, defamation, verbal violence, and abuse. They found that there is a
decrease in female journalists in field work in Sudan, as a result of which the
voices of women and girls in the affected areas are likely to be reflected less.
Many female journalists face significant problems, as they are displaced,
struggling to provide for their families, have lost their community’s safety net,
and have to face discrimination and threats due to their gender. ACHRS is
severely worried about all the developments in Sudan and the threats that
journalists and especially female journalists face. ACHRS calls for international
society to do whatever they can to ensure female journalists can carry out their
work and spread awareness about the atrocities that are happening.

https://www.ft.com/content/e8e27671-b208-4eff-b16e-90a301914274
https://www.ft.com/content/e8e27671-b208-4eff-b16e-90a301914274
https://www.ft.com/content/e8e27671-b208-4eff-b16e-90a301914274
https://sanad.uk/2025/12/01/six-saudi-citizens-arrested-on-expression-related-charges-after-showing-solidarity-with-social-security-beneficiaries/
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/the-dilemma-of-being-a-journalist-in-sudan#google_vignette
https://achrs.org/english/2025/11/25/statement-world-day-for-the-elimination-of-violence-against-women/
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Syria - Journalist Arrested by Syrian Democratic
Forces

On the 15th of December, Firas Al-Barjas, a journalist for radio station Sawt Al
Hayat Radio (Voice of Life Radio) was arrested by the Kurdish Syrian Democratic
Forces from his office in Raqaqa. Since then, his location has been unknown, and
there has not been any official reason communicated for his detention.
Furthermore, he has not been able to communicate with his family or his lawyer. 

The unlawful detention of Firas Al-Barjas is a very worrying development in the
complicated context of post-conflict Syria. In the rebuilding process in Syria, it is
essential that all parties uphold human rights, including freedom of press and
the right to speak. ACHRS joins the Syrian Journalists Association in
expressing deep concern over the detention and demands his immediate
release, or at least treatment in accordance with the law.

Tunisia - Activists Imprisoned, and Protests in Tunis
as Authoritarianism Further Consolidates in Tunisia 

Since President Kais Saied consolidated power in 2021, Tunisia’s press freedom
has narrowed sharply. Decree-Law No. 2022-54 on Combating Crimes Related
to Information and Communication Systems has become the primary tool for
silencing critics, criminalizing routine reporting, and imprisoning at least five
journalists. Those charged under this law include lawyer and commentator Sonia
Dahmani, radio journalists Borhen Bsaies and Mourad Zghidi, digital media
producer Chadha Hadj Mbarek, and veteran broadcaster Mohamed Boughaleb.
The law, which has been used against 39 journalists since May 2023, contains
vague provisions related to ‘false news,’ ‘rumours,’ and ‘harm to public security,’
which give prosecutors discretion to criminalize commentary, satire, and
investigative reporting. 

https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/syria-ifj-calls-for-immediate-release-of-journalist-firas-al-barjas
https://syja.org/archives/32982
https://syja.org/archives/32982
https://allafrica.com/stories/202512220511.html
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Human Rights Activists Arrested

On the 2nd of December, prominent human rights lawyer Ayachi Hammami was
arrested at his home in Tunis. Hammami was arrested to serve his five-year
prison sentence after the court of appeal upheld the guilty verdict in a
‘conspiracy case.’In this case, he and 36 other defendants, including political
adversaries, human rights defenders, and lawyers were convicted on charges of
conspiracy against the state. Hammami was charged in May 2023 with the
“failure to report the existence of a terrorist organization,” and for “belonging to
a terrorist organization.” During the hearing, which took place between May
2023 and the end of November 2025, Hammami appeared before the court, but
refused to answer questions as an act of solidarity with those who were denied
their right to appear in court. Hammami also remains under investigation for
statements he made in a radio interview, in which he said the authorities
dismissed and failed to reinstate judges due to political reasons. The hearing will
take place on Tuesday January 10, and if deemed guilty of ‘spreading false
rumors with the aim of infringing on the rights of others and threatening public
security, and attributing false information to defame others and damage their
reputation’, he could be punished with a 10-year prison sentence.

Relating to the same conspiracy case, Tunisian police have arrested top political
opposition figure Ahmed Nejib Chebbi. Chebbi has been sentenced to 12 years in
prison for plotting against the state in a trial denounced by human rights groups
as politically motivated. Chebbi is the co-founder of the National Salvation Front,
Tunisia’s main opposition coalition, and is among the numerous political
opponents, lawyers, and human rights defenders arrested and prosecuted in
recent weeks.

ACHRS denounces the entire case in which political activists, opposition leaders,
and journalists have been unfairly ruled and imprisoned. ACHRS is severely
worried about the climate in Tunisia at the moment, in which there is
unprecedented suppression of the right to speak. We urge the Tunisian
government to act in accordance with international human rights law, and to free
the people who have been unduly sentenced, as well as provide for a general
safe environment in which people are allowed to speak about and disseminate
information.

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/arrest-human-rights-defender-and-lawyer-ayachi-hammami
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-quash-unjust-heavy-convictions-in-conspiracy-case/
https://www.icj.org/tunisia-authorities-must-stop-using-criminal-law-to-target-lawyers/
https://www.icj.org/tunisia-authorities-must-stop-using-criminal-law-to-target-lawyers/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/4/tunisia-arrests-top-opposition-leader-nejib-chebbi-in-widening-crackdown
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/12/09/tunisia-prominent-activists-held-in-conspiracy-case
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Human rights organisations hold conference about increased
authoritarianism

The Human Rights Association, the Bar Association, the Democratic Women’s
Association, the Journalist Syndicate, and the Forum for Economic and Social
Rights organized a press conference on the 10th of December. During the
conference, these five organizations discussed the deteriorating human rights
situation in Tunisia, where the government sends dissenting voices to prison and
incites hatred in what they describe as one of the darkest periods in the
country’s history since gaining independence. They discussed the threats that
journalists, the judiciary, and civil society activists face. ACHRS recognises the
difficulties that these organisations face, and calls for international society to
support them in order for them to keep doing their important jobs in the face of a
repressive regime. 

Protests against authoritarianism

On the 6th of December, hundreds of people engaged again in a weekly protest
in Tunis against authoritarianism in the country. Protestors held up signs and
pictures of dozens of activists, critics, and opposition figures who have been
detained. “Anyone who criticizes [government], including the opposition,
journalists, or activists, will end up in prison,” said Wahida Khaldi, wife of
imprisoned human rights lawyer Ayachi Hammami. ACHRS stands in solidarity
with the protesters, calls for international society to put pressure on the Tunisian
government, and demands the Tunisian government adheres to international
human rights law. 

https://nawaat.org/2025/12/10/10-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7/
https://nawaat.org/2025/12/10/10-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AA%D9%88%D9%86%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D9%8A%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%B9-%D8%AD%D9%82%D9%88%D9%82-%D8%A7/
https://www.kompas.id/artikel/en-otoritarianisme-semakin-mencekik-tunisia-dan-uganda


The Right to Participate is a fundamental human right recognized in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (Article 21) and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (Article 25), which guarantee every person’s right to take
part in the conduct of public affairs, to vote and be elected, and to access
opportunities for meaningful engagement in development and decision-making
processes. This right is essential for democratic governance, public
accountability, and human dignity.

In December 2025, public mobilization and civic engagement persisted in parts
of the Arab region, with notable civic activism in Tunisia and Morocco, where
youth and opposition figures mobilized to demand expanded political freedoms
and genuine public participation. Elsewhere, state control over political
expression and limited opportunities for democratic participation continued to
constrain citizens’ voices. This month’s developments underscore persistent
structural challenges to inclusive participation, especially for youth, women, and
civil society actors.
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In December 2025, the Movement for the Self-Determination of Kabylie (MAK)
declared the independence of Kabylia in a symbolic ceremony held in Paris on 14
December. While this event occurred outside Algeria and lacked wide
international recognition, it emphasized long-standing grievances regarding
political representation and cultural rights for Amazigh populations. The Algerian
government strongly opposes the movement, having designated MAK as a
terrorist organization under expanded anti‑terrorism laws and prosecuted
activists for alleged links or support, and authorities more broadly use restrictive
legislation on public gatherings and expression to curtail dissent.

 

 

Algeria - Symbolic Self-Determination Declaration by
MAK 

Introduction

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2025/12/15/algerian-self-determination-movement-announces-independence-of-kabylie-in-paris_6748521_124.html
https://english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5219237-algeria%E2%80%99s-kabylie-unites-against-mak-separatist-project
https://old.unpo.org/article/22154
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/algeria-authorities-step-up-crackdown-on-peaceful-dissent-in-the-face-of-new-expressions-of-discontent/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/algeria-authorities-step-up-crackdown-on-peaceful-dissent-in-the-face-of-new-expressions-of-discontent/
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The event highlights ongoing challenges to political participation and minority rights
in Algeria. While symbolic, such declarations reflect persistent demands for
inclusive governance and self-determination among underrepresented groups.
From the standpoint of ACHRS, these developments illustrate a broader pattern of
restrictions on civic space and political inclusion that run counter to international
human rights standards, particularly UN principles on minority rights, meaningful
participation, and pluralistic governance. ACHRS believes that durable stability and
social cohesion can only be achieved through inclusive political processes that
respect cultural diversity and guarantee equal participation for all communities.

Morocco - Youth-Led Mobilization and Repression

In December 2025, the repercussions from the 2025 Gen Z protests continued to
shape Morocco’s civic space, as authorities maintained heightened scrutiny of
youth activism and public debate around social priorities remained intense. The
youth-led movement known as Gen Z 212, which began in late September 2025,
had brought thousands of young people into the streets demanding greater social
and political participation, improved public services (education, healthcare), and
increased government accountability. Throughout December, public discourse and
smaller-scale mobilizations reflected these demands, with protesters and activists
continuing to criticize the government’s prioritization of infrastructure for major
sporting events over social needs and calling for broader societal engagement in
policy-making.

Moroccan authorities responded with a sweeping crackdown. Human rights
organizations reported that over 2,400 people were charged with criminal
offences, including for “participation in unauthorised protests” and “incitement”
during the Gen Z protests in 2025. Many detainees awaited trial as of late 2025,
with expedited proceedings that raise serious concerns regarding fair trial
guarantees. Activists and families alleged police violence, beatings, and
mistreatment in detention, including intimidation and denial of legal safeguards.
Reports further indicated that female protesters were subjected to harassment and
inappropriate conduct while in custody.

https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article9306=
https://www.france24.com/fr/afrique/20251029-maroc-gen-z-la-justice-poursuit-plus-de-2-400-personnes-apres-les-manifestations
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/dec/18/morocco-genz212-protests-police-mass-arrests-beatings-detentions-rights


These developments reflect systemic restrictions on civic and political
participation, contrary to international standards under the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) guaranteeing freedom of
peaceful assembly and association. The heavy-handed response to
predominantly peaceful youth mobilization undermines citizens’ ability to
influence public policy or hold authorities accountable, contradicting the ACHRS
support of inclusive political engagement, especially for youth.
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Palestine - Ongoing Restrictions on Political
Participation Under Occupation 

Political participation across the Palestinian territories is deeply affected by the
ongoing Israeli occupation, fragmentation between the West Bank and Gaza, and
the broader conflict dynamics. Major elections have long been delayed, and
political competition is often restricted by both internal factional divides and
occupation-related measures that limit freedom of movement, assembly, and
civic organisation. While there were no major participatory events reported in
December 2025, structural barriers remain severe. Reports underline how
occupation policies constrain civil liberties broadly, which hampers citizens’
ability to engage in political life. ACHRS notes that these conditions are
inconsistent with international human rights standards guaranteeing political
participation and self-determination, and reiterates the necessity of protecting
civic freedoms as a prerequisite for meaningful democratic processes.

Tunisia - Mass Protests and Suppression of Public
Participation 

Tunisia experienced intensifying protests in December 2025 as opposition
groups, trade unions, and civil society members mobilized against the
consolidation of power by President Kais Saied. Large demonstrations were held
in Tunis, Gabès, and other cities, with citizens demanding an end to one-man
rule, restoration of democratic processes, and respect for civil rights.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://arabcouncil.foundation/en/2024/02/restricting-freedom-of-opinion-and-expression-in-arab-countries/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisian-opposition-joins-forces-protest-against-president-saied-2025-12-13/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2025/12/hundreds-tunisia-protest-against-government
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Several prominent activists and human rights defenders were subject to
incarceration or heavy sentences in politically driven cases. The conviction and
subsequent arrest of lawyer and human rights defender Ayachi Hammami on 2
December sparked condemnation from the legal community, who criticized the
arbitrary nature of the proceedings and judicial interference.

These developments illustrate a deteriorating civic space where peaceful
participation and dissent are increasingly criminalized, violating UN commitments
to free, open civic engagement and due process rights. The crackdown on
protesters, lawyers, and civic leaders directly conflicts with the ACHRS
commitment to political participation, civil society engagement, and inclusive
public life.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-quash-unjust-heavy-convictions-in-conspiracy-case/
https://eldh.eu/en/2025/12/protest-against-the-detention-of-lawyer-and-human-rights-defender-ayachi-hammami/


 
As UN Women stressed on Human Rights Day, “around the world, women’s
safety and dignity are under attack—from conflict, discrimination, and economic
injustice, to rising forms of violence both online and offline.” This year’s UN 16
Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (25 November–10 December)
again highlighted that one in three women worldwide experience gender-based
violence in their lifetime, underscoring the scale of the crisis.

In the Arab world, gender-based violence is expanding to the digital realm, as
this UN brief notes. Many Arab countries show that despite advances in laws,
politics and institutional frameworks, structural violence and inequality continue
to shape women’s daily lives. As the United Nations Development Programme
observed, “unless women and girls are able to fully realise their rights in all
spheres of life, human development will not be advanced.”
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Iraq - Human Development Report, Support of Yazidi
women, and Female Participation in Elections

Iraq Launches the National Human Development Report

On December 8th, the Iraqi Ministry of Planning and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) launched the Iraq National Human
Development Report 2025, titled “Citizenship and the New Social Contract.” It
was implemented in partnership with Rewaq Baghdad Center for Public Policy.
The report highlights that, for the first time, Iraq’s Human Development Index has
entered the “high human development” category, reaching 0.712 in 2024 and
surpassing the Arab-country average.

Still, Iraq's Gender Development Index sits at 0.882, meaning women's
achievements in health, education, and income lag about 12% behind men's,
already below the global average of 0.951. The gaps aren't uniform: health shows
a relatively small difference of 12.5%, but they widen sharply in education (28%)
and income (23%), pointing to lack of schooling as the biggest roadblock to
women's progress, with economic barriers not far behind.

https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/statement/2025/12/statement-human-rights-our-everyday-essentials
https://www.unwomen.org/en/get-involved/16-days-of-activism
https://www.unwomen.org/en/get-involved/16-days-of-activism
https://arabstates.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2025/11/brief-on-digital-violence-in-the-arab-states-overview-and-legal-good-practices
https://www.undp.org/publications/gender-equality-strategy-2014-2017
https://www.undp.org/publications/gender-equality-strategy-2014-2017
https://www.undp.org/iraq/publications/iraq-national-human-development-report-2025
https://www.undp.org/iraq/publications/iraq-national-human-development-report-2025
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On top of that, the Gender Inequality Index of 0.409 is higher than average
worldwide, which underscores the structural issues, like laws and social norms,
that keep gender inequality locked across the country. These numbers reveal
more than disparities; they demand policy shifts to abolish the systems that
perpetuate women's exclusion from full human development.

ACHRS recommends governments to invest in gender-responsive policies that
empower women, ensuring equal access to education, healthcare, and economic
opportunities for all. Only through inclusive reforms can societies reach the full
potential of half their population, fostering progress that leaves no one behind.

Iraq Allocates Land to Female Yezidi Survivors Under 2021 Law

In December, Iraq decided to advance the implementation of the Yazidi Survivors
Law No.8.

In 2014, ISIS committed a genocide against the Yazidi community in Sinjar, killing
men and abducting thousands of women and girls, forcing them into sexual
slavery, and committing other abuses. More than a decade after the attack,
between 2,800 and 3,000 Yazidis are still missing, of which 1,300 are children.
In 2021, Iraq adopted the Yazidi Survivors Law (YSL) No. 8 recognizing these
crimes as genocide and promising to provide reparations. 

The law, pushed by civil society and backed by international experts, is the first
in a Muslim‑majority country to quickly address conflict-related sexual violence
through reparations. The law establishes a comprehensive reparations program
for Yazidi, Christian, Shabak, and Turkmen survivors of sexual violence and other
ISIS crimes, combining individual measures, such as financial compensation and
rehabilitation, with collective forms of redress. 

Almost five years after the law was passed, implementation remains slow. As of
2024, over 150,000 Yazidis still live in tents in IDP camps in Iraqi Kurdistan, and
only about 1,700 survivors receive monthly compensation of roughly 600 USD,
alongside a first round of residential plots for Yazidi survivors. However,
destroyed homes and the lack of basic infrastructure in Sinjar make return unsafe
and these housing benefits hard to use. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/syria-yezidi-survivors-of-islamic-state-atrocities-abandoned-to-indefinite-detention-in-north-east-syria/
https://www.ceasefire.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Yazidi-Survivors-Law-Briefing.pdf
https://icct.nl/publication/ten-years-yazidi-genocide-searching-redress-war-against-isis
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In December 11th, Iraq launched legal procedures to grant free land in Nineveh
to more than 2,000 Yazidi women who survived ISIS captivity, in a second phase
of allocations overseen by the Yazidi Women Survivors Affairs Directorate under
the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. These grants are grounded in the Yazidi
Survivors Law No. 8 of 2021, which provides financial compensation and support
to Yazidi women rescued from ISIS.

These grants represent an important step forward, but they must be
accompanied by safe conditions, functioning services, and sustained support so
that survivors can have a truly meaningful recovery.

Female Participation in Election Declines in Iraq

In the November elections, women won 84 seats, just one above the 25% quota
and fewer than the 96 seats in the previous parliament. Only 25 women won
through open competition, and the rest entered via the quota system, which
shows that they are mainly “filling seats” due to the quota norm.​

Alhurra interviewed various activists and experts who pinpointed various
structural obstacles. Powerful traditional parties control money, media, and voter
mobilization. This pushes aside independent candidates and women pushing for
reform. Additionally, party leaders value loyalty more than competence, and
women MPs are often restricted to “soft” issues like family and women’s affairs.
This limits their influence over wider policy decisions.

Surveys show that many Iraqi women feel their female representatives have not
delivered change. Key issues, such as laws on domestic violence and personal
status reform, remain unaddressed. Consequently, this weakens women’s role as
both candidates and voters.

Iraqi authorities and political parties should give qualified women real leadership
opportunities. True gender equality means moving beyond symbolic
representation. Only then can Iraq fully benefit from women’s potential to create
lasting change.

https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/121220253
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/121220253
https://alhurra.com/en/7989
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Jordanian mobile network operator Umniah received the 2025 Women’s
Employment Award under the Women’s Empowerment Principles (WEPs)
organized by UN Women. The WEPs are a set of principles developed by the UN
Global Compact and UN Women to promote gender equality and the
empowerment of women in the private sector.

The Umniah Ma’an Center received this award because of an initiative that
promoted women’s employment in provinces with high unemployment rates. The
award was accepted by the Director of Human Resources and Corporate Affairs,
who emphasized that the company’s approach goes beyond employment
numbers. She highlighted the importance of building a workplace where women
feel supported, respected, and able to grow.

Jordan - Jordanian Company Wins the 2025
Women’s Employment Award

Libya – Femicides Expose Reality for Women

Three femicides at the end of November and beginning of December show the
lethal environment Libyan women face. Social media influencer Khansa Al-
Mujahid was shot dead while driving near Tripoli, gynecologist Amani Hajja was
killed by members of her family in Misrata, and the body of another woman,
found in a basin southeast of Tripoli, remains unidentified. 

This is not an isolated episode, and the available (albeit incomplete) data
indicates an escalating crisis.​ Reem Alsalem already noted in a statement in
2022 about Libya that "Femicide, or the killing of women on multiple grounds, is
rife", and reported cases keep showing that this reality has not changed.

https://www.petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=79271&lang=en&name=en_news
https://www.petra.gov.jo/Include/InnerPage.jsp?ID=79271&lang=en&name=en_news
https://www.weps.org/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2626155/%7B%7B
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2626155/%7B%7B
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/libya-alarming-levels-violence-against-women-and-girls-must-end-says-un
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/12/libya-alarming-levels-violence-against-women-and-girls-must-end-says-un
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Libyan women live in an increasingly hostile environment where militias harass
them, threaten their participation in work and public life. Families, afraid of armed
groups and online shaming, often respond by withdrawing women from school,
employment, and civic spaces, while the collapse of basic services deprives them
of essential healthcare and safe shelters. All of this unfolds within a system of
male guardianship that grants men control over women’s movement, finances,
and legal status, yet frequently turns those same “protectors” into abusers,
trapping women in cycles of dependence and violence. 

However, while activists have put pressure on the Libyan government, real
change has not happened. A draft law to create a comprehensive framework
recognizing all forms of violence against women has remained pending since
November 2023. UNSMIL’s Special Representative Hanna Tetteh identified this
as an urgent priority during the UN 16 Days campaign. Adopting and effectively
implementing this draft law is essential to ensure that women in Libya are better
protected from violence in all its forms and that these protections start to be
reflected in their daily lives.

Morocco – Signed Agreement on Gender Equality

On 11 December, the Kingdom of Morocco and the United Nations (UN) signed a
framework agreement to strengthen the country’s implementation of its
international commitment on the rights of women and girls. The accord was
signed by Mohamed El Habib Belkouch, Ministerial Delegate for Human Rights,
and Myriem Ouchen Noussairi, UN Women Representative in Morocco.

The three-year agreement aims to integrate a gender perspective into public
policies and programs, including the National Initiative for Human Development
(INDH). It also seeks to improve institutional coordination in implementing
international recommendations on women’s rights and to promote a culture of
gender equality through training and awareness campaigns.

https://www.dw.com/en/libya-femicides-laws-womens-rights-feminism-violence-un/a-74970845
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/12/271637/morocco-signs-new-partnerships-with-un-agencies-to-advance-human-rights-gender-equality/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/12/271637/morocco-signs-new-partnerships-with-un-agencies-to-advance-human-rights-gender-equality/
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The country’s most recent commitments, such as to the 2011 Constitution's
equality clause, the 2023–2026 Equality Plan, and 2018's anti-violence Law 103-
13 have not fully closed persistent gender gaps yet, as discrimination,
harassment, and structural barriers persist in both public and private spheres.
Moroccan women continue to face significant gaps in economic participation and
political empowerment, reflected in the World Economic Forum’s 2025 Global
Gender Gap Report, ranking the country 137th out of 148 globally and 10th out of
14 in the Middle East and North Africa region.

It remains to be seen whether this new agreement will translate into tangible
improvements in women’s daily experiences. Its success will depend not only on
legislative reform but on the political will to challenge social norms and empower
women as equal agents of change.

Palestine – Winter Shortages and Lack of Supplies in
Gaza

According to the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), more than 57,000 households in
Gaza are now headed by women, many of whom have no income to support
their children, with winter rains and flooding adding a new layer of suffering.
Women are holding families together amid food scarcity, caring for children, the
injured, the elderly, and orphans, while also managing menstruation, pregnancy,
childbirth, and illness without basic necessities.​

Additionally, and despite the signed ceasefire, humanitarian aid continues to be
blocked, forcing women in Gaza to endure extreme cold in overcrowded shelters,
flimsy tents, or without any shelter. Winter has further worsened conditions: local
authorities estimate that a recent storm damaged or destroyed 22,000 tents,
leaving around 288,000 households exposed to the elements, while hospitals in
southern Gaza reported rainwater entering the facilities, disrupting already
fragile emergency care.​

https://www.afrobarometer.org/publication/ad1067-moroccan-women-still-face-harassment-barriers-to-equality-in-employment-and-politics/
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2025.pdf
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GGGR_2025.pdf
https://media.un.org/unifeed/en/asset/d351/d3511476
https://media.un.org/unifeed/en/asset/d351/d3511476
https://www.palestinechronicle.com/unfpa-gazas-health-system-near-collapse-as-women-bear-burden-of-survival/
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Gaza’s women are facing heavy burdens due to the war, lack of humanitarian aid,
and weather conditions. They are being forced to survive without adequate
support, which not only limits their ability to lead and rebuild their communities
but also weakens human rights more broadly. ACHRS calls for urgent
international action to fully restore Gaza's infrastructure and essential services,
while formally recognizing the pivotal role of women as resilient actors amid
prolonged hardship.

Sudan - Weaponization of Sexual Violence

Sudan is still in the midst of a civil war between the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). While Darfur remained a major
hotspot, in December the main frontlines moved to central Kordofan.

A prominent Sudanese medical group, the Sudan Doctors Network, has issued
several grave accusations this month regarding gender-based violence. It
reported that the RSF detained 73 women and 29 children in the city of Muglad
in West Kordofan state. It also denounced that RSF fighters raped at least 19
women fleeing El-Fasher, including two pregnant women, and more than 200
people, including women and children, were killed in ethnically motivated
attacks in parts of Darfur.

These are not isolated incidents, but part of a broader systemic pattern. On 11
December, the Strategic Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA)
launched a report, recording at least 1,294 cases of sexual and gender-based
violence across Sudan between 2023 and 2025, attributing 87% of them to the
RSF. Rape made up more than three-quarters of all documented violations.
Additionally, SIHA further identified a three-stage pattern accompanying RSF
advances: initial house raids and looting involving rape, followed by assaults in
public spaces once control is consolidated, and finally the prolonged detention of
women who are subjected to torture, gang rape, and forced marriage.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/12/rights-group-accuses-rsf-of-systematic-sexual-violence-in-sudans-civil-war
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/dozens-of-sudanese-women-children-held-by-paramilitary-rsf-in-west-kordofan-medics/3780564
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/8/sudan-group-accuses-rsf-of-raping-19-women-who-fled-el-fasher
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/8/sudan-group-accuses-rsf-of-raping-19-women-who-fled-el-fasher
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/women-children-among-over-200-sudanese-killed-in-ethnically-motivated-attacks-by-rsf-in-darfur-medics/3782480
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/women-children-among-over-200-sudanese-killed-in-ethnically-motivated-attacks-by-rsf-in-darfur-medics/3782480
https://sihanet.org/report-launch-more-than-numbers-report-on-the-state-of-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-sudan-2023-2025/
https://sihanet.org/report-launch-more-than-numbers-report-on-the-state-of-violence-against-women-and-girls-in-sudan-2023-2025/
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Additionally, a new analytical brief by the International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH) and the African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies (ACJPS)
has documented a coordinated campaign of sexual and gender-based violence
(SGBV) targeting specifically the Masalit community in West Darfur. The Masalit
population has been pushed into mass flight toward Eastern Chad, where women
face extended risks during the escape, such as killings, torture, rape, and
extortion. 

In November, the UN warned that rape in Sudan is “likely used as a weapon of
war,” which is further confirmed by recent developments. Acknowledging these
crimes as tactics of warfare rather than isolated incidents reinforces the urgent
need for international accountability mechanisms, survivor-centred support, and
for any future peace process to treat conflict-related sexual violence as a core
issue of justice.

ACHRS condemns the RSF's systematic use of sexual violence as a weapon of
war in Sudan, viewing it as a direct assault on women's dignity. To dismantle
these patterns of gendered terror and rebuild Sudanese society, integrating
gender-inclusive peace negotiations and survivor justice into frameworks is
essential.

https://www.fidh.org/en/region/Africa/sudan/sudan-sexual-violence-against-masalit-women-extends-into-exile-in
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/Africa/sudan/sudan-sexual-violence-against-masalit-women-extends-into-exile-in
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/11/1166327
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/11/1166327
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In December 2025, we saw several developments and debates surrounding
social protection in the Arab region. While some governments address concrete
public policy reforms or adjustments, others take the form of awareness-raising
events/initiatives or broader approaches to social inclusion. Although not all are
explicitly focused on disability, they nonetheless have direct or indirect
implications on how states protect and support their most vulnerable
populations. 

On the 3rd of December, the World Health Organization (WHO) in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region celebrated the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities with the theme “inclusive societies for social progress,” emphasizing
that full inclusion requires strengthening social protection and health systems for
persons with disabilities. At the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies we
welcome such initiatives, as they send important public signals that can translate
into adjustments to social programs and government priorities in the months to
come.

Morocco – Reform and Expansion of Social Support

Morocco is advancing the expansion and transformation of its social support
programs with the aim of making it more effective and sustainable. This includes
the development of the direct social support system. A data-driven approach is
applied to better identify beneficiaries and secure long-term funding. This
program is part of a broader social protection reform aimed at supporting
vulnerable households, including risks associated with poverty, aging, and
disability. It provides direct cash transfers and family support to vulnerable
households, using data from the Unified Social Register to accurately identify
beneficiaries and support children, the elderly, and people living in poverty.

Beyond immediate financial assistance, the redesigned program also aims to
promote social mobility, territorial development, and the sustainable inclusion of
beneficiary households, as highlighted in media reports. 

Introduction

https://www.who.int/es/news-room/events/detail/2020/12/03/default-calendar/international-day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.who.int/es/news-room/events/detail/2020/12/03/default-calendar/international-day-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/12/272839/morocco-expands-direct-social-support-with-measured-data-driven-reform/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/12/273282/morocco-is-rethinking-direct-social-support-beyond-cash-transfers/
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In October 2025, Qatar implemented Law No. 22 of 2025 on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, which establishes a comprehensive legal framework to
protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities in Qatar, aligning
national legislation with international standards and prohibiting discrimination
while requiring reasonable accommodations. In December steps were taken to
make it operational and to raise public awareness. In this context, an awareness-
raising forum, organized by the Ministry of Social Development and Family
(MSDF), took place, where the ministry presented the provisions of the new law
and emphasized its structure, implementation mechanisms, and sanctions to
ensure compliance. The event aimed to train officials and key stakeholders in
applying the legal framework in practice.

Similarly, in early December, local media reported on a seminar in Doha about
the impact of the new disability law and how it influences the inclusion and rights
of this group in society.

These efforts are not strictly “social protection” in the sense of cash payments or
benefits, but strengthening the legal framework and raising awareness of rights
influences how social policies integrate people with disabilities into society, the
labor market, education systems, and public services, promoting access to
employment, services, and reasonable accommodations in public policies. From
ACHRS´s standpoint, such measures represent an important step toward a
rights-based, inclusive approach that reinforces dignity, equality, and long-term
social inclusion for persons with disabilities.

Qatar – New Laws and Awareness of the Rights of
Persons With Disabilities

https://www.crowell.com/en/insights/client-alerts/qatar-enacts-law-no-22-of-2025-on-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.crowell.com/en/insights/client-alerts/qatar-enacts-law-no-22-of-2025-on-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.msdf.gov.qa/en/media-center/news-list/msdf-organizes-awareness-forum-new-rights-persons-disabilities-law
https://www.msdf.gov.qa/en/media-center/news-list/msdf-organizes-awareness-forum-new-rights-persons-disabilities-law
https://ifacca.org/news/2025/12/03/doha-seminar-examines-qatars-new-disability-law-an/
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Introduction

As young people in Palestine continue to lose rights in the face of conflict and
genocide, youth around the Arab region continue to fight for their rights to be
heard and included in decisions for their future and for the development of the
MENA region.

Egypt -  Gen Z Under Attack

Dozens of young people have been arrested in Egypt after security forces
infiltrated youth groups on social media platforms. This signifies another attack
on the emerging “Gen Z”, an activist movement composed of young people that
are taking to the streets and social media to fight for their rights. According to
the Egyptian Network for Human Rights, most of the detainees are young
people, some of whom have been brought before prosecutors, while others
remain victims of enforced disappearance, as their legal status has not yet been
officially disclosed. 

Jordan - Young Voices Shape the Future

On December 6, Minister of Youth Dr. Raed Sami Al-Adwan visited the Balqa
Model Youth Center to review the progress of the National Youth Survey 2025.
This survey is carried out by the Ministry of Youth in partnership with the Center
for Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan, the Department of Statistics,
and UNICEF. During the visit, the Minister observed a focus group discussion
with young people, which explored issues relating to community participation,
health, and education. According to the Minister of Youth, the results of the
survey will help provide better evidence to identify youth priorities, create more
informed youth-targeted programs and policies, assess youth needs, and
enhance their engagement in decision-making.

https://www.newarab.com/news/egypt-targets-gen-z-online-activism-arrests-surveillance
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2025/10/the-gen-z-movement-this-is-why-were-risking-our-lives-to-protest/
https://www.facebook.com/ENHR2021/?locale=en_GB
https://www.unicef.org/jordan/press-releases/minister-youth-inspects-progress-national-youth-survey-2025-balqa-youth-center-and
https://www.unicef.org/jordan/press-releases/minister-youth-inspects-progress-national-youth-survey-2025-balqa-youth-center-and
https://www.unicef.org/jordan/press-releases/minister-youth-inspects-progress-national-youth-survey-2025-balqa-youth-center-and
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On December 9, six Peace Circles, in other words, rounds of discussions and
dialogues, took place in Amman, with the aim of amplifying the voices of young
people in decision-making processes around the world related to peace. These
dialogues wrapped up the Regional Workshop on Youth Participation in Peace
and Security in the MENA region and were part of a UN initiative called Hear Us.
Act Now for a Peaceful World.

The Amman Center for Human Rights applauds these initiatives for youth in
Jordan, as they align with our own activities to develop youth leadership skills.

Palestine - Children and Youth Continue to Lose
Rights

Children in Gaza are losing their childhoods. Due to the financial strain that the
war has put on their families, children in the enclave are forced into working so
they can help their families survive. At least 39.000 children have lost one or both
parents in the war and, in consequence, children as young as eight are forced to
work. This situation only further worsens their opportunities to receive education
in Gaza.

In the West Bank, the Aida refugee camp football pitch is used on a daily basis by
the youth of the camp and is now threatened with demolition by “Israel”. The
pitch, owned by the Armenian church on the outskirts of Bethlehem and situated
right next to the West Bank separation wall, is a central part of the camp’s youth
center. “Even the simplest right, to play football, is being taken away”, said
Muhannad Abu Surour, the director of the sports programme at the Aida Youth
Centre.

Taking away children’s education and community spaces also plays a key part in
taking away the dignity of Palestinian people and their future generations. While a
less blatant form of attack, these rights being taken away from the youth are still
important to call out.

https://www.un.org/en/peace-and-security/MENA-peace-circles
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/1/israels-genocidal-war-forces-gaza-children-into-work-as-breadwinners
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/1/israels-genocidal-war-forces-gaza-children-into-work-as-breadwinners
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-threatening-demolish-popular-west-bank-youth-football-pitch
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