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Introduction

At the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, our monthly human rights monitor
aims to review the most recent human rights developments among our seven
priorities. We provide a fact-based review on how ongoing human rights
developments are affecting the MENA region. Our reports seek to amplify voices
of the voiceless, demand for action and document the struggle of our time.

This month’s Human Rights Monitor focuses on, inter alia:

e Tunisia’s first death sentence for social media posts

e Protests at AUC over Daniel Kurtzer’'s presence

e Arrests and surpression in Yemen during celebrations of the September 26
Revolution

e The Syrian election results and future prospects

e Gender-based cyberviolence in Iraq

e The lack of social protection in Gaza due to the genocide

e Youth rights in Egypt and Palestine

This report is not just a record of human rights violations but an effort to shine a
light on ways of driving justice, highlighting problems and violations that must be
addressed. Hence, it is calling for accountability, an appeal to those who hold the
reins of power, a reminder that the world is watching, and a voice for the region.
By reading our ‘Human Rights Monitor’ report, you will witness the pain, the
courage, and the indomitable hope of those who struggle for a better tomorrow.
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Right to Life

The right to life is one of the most sacred fundamental rights in international
human rights law and the basis of all other rights, securing the right of every
human to live a dignified life, free from any arbitrary deprivation. The right is
enshrined in article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which
stipulates that "everyone has the right to life, liberty and security. " and article 6
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which affirms
that "every human being has the inherent right to life.” This month’s report will
focus on Saudi's continuous use of the death penalty to silence its critics, the
positive steps taken to promote the dignity of Syrian and Lebanese detainees
and Tunisia's first death sentence, and its reversal, for social media activity.

Lebanon

In October 2025, Lebanon and Syria finalised a bilateral agreement for the
transfer of Syrian prisoners held in Lebanese jails, especially those who have not
been convicted of serious crimes such as murder or terrorism. The measure,
announced on 11 October by The National News, seeks to alleviate
overcrowding in Lebanese prisons and promote judicial cooperation between the
two countries after years of political tensions. Under the pact, Syrian prisoners
will be transferred to their country to serve the remainder of their sentences,
while Lebanese prisoners in Syria could be repatriated under similar conditions.
This understanding was reached following talks between the justice ministers of
both governments and was mediated by international humanitarian organisations,
which consider it an important step towards protecting the right to life and
dignity of detainees. The agreement still requires parliamentary ratification in
Beirut before it can be fully implemented.

Palestine (Gaza)

On 22 October 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a strong
advisory opinion reaffirming Israel's legal obligation to respect the right to life,
liberty and security of Palestinian civilians in Gaza. In its ruling, the court held
that lIsrael, as the occupying power, violated several norms of international
humanitarian law by blocking humanitarian aid from March to May 2025,
preventing the entry of essential food, water and medicine.
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https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2025/10/11/lebanon-and-syria-reach-deal-to-transfer-syrian-prisoners-not-convicted-of-murder/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/news/mena/2025/10/11/lebanon-and-syria-reach-deal-to-transfer-syrian-prisoners-not-convicted-of-murder/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/summary-advisory-opinion-icj-22oct25/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/summary-advisory-opinion-icj-22oct25/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/summary-advisory-opinion-icj-22oct25/

Right to Life

The Court emphasised that Israel cannot use starvation as a method of warfare
and urged it to facilitate the work of UNRWA and other United Nations agencies,
recognised as indispensable providers of assistance. It also warned of the
illegality of attacks on hospitals, schools and shelters, stating that these actions
violate the fundamental principles of the right to life and human dignity.

Saudi Arabia

On 1 October 2025, Saudi Arabia executed two citizens in the Al Qassim region,
accused of terrorism offences related to the creation of an armed organisation
and the manufacturing of explosives intended to attack the security forces and
destabilise the country. According to the Saudi Ministry of the Interior, both
defendants were convicted by a court specialising in terrorism. With these
executions, the total number of people executed in 2025 rose to nearly 290, a
record number according to the European-Saudi Organisation for Human Rights
(ESOHR), which warned that this represents the highest execution rate in the last
decade.

On October 20, Saudi authorities executed another man convicted of alleged
crimes committed as a child. Abdullah al-Derazi had been sentenced to death on
terrorism charges related to participating in protests and funeral processions. He
was the 300th person executed by Saudi authorities in 2025.

Several international organisations, such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty
International, have denounced the fact that the trials of many defendants lack
minimum guarantees and are often based on. confessions obtained through
torture. Most executions in the country are carried out for drug offences,
terrorism or murder, but in many cases the charges are of political nature. This
upturn contrasts with promises of judicial reform and a reduction in the use of
the death penalty announced by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
According to reports by Human Rights Watch (20 October 2025), the kingdom
carries out executions without adequate procedural safeguards, demonstrating a
systematic use of the death penalty as an instrument of political control and
repression, particularly against Shia minorities and activists.
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/dos-ejecuciones-nuevas-elevan-a-nuevo-r%C3%A9cord-los-ajusticiados-en%20-2025-en-arabia-saud%C3%AD/90103716.
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/dos-ejecuciones-nuevas-elevan-a-nuevo-r%C3%A9cord-los-ajusticiados-en%20-2025-en-arabia-saud%C3%AD/90103716.
https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/north-africa/saudi-arabia
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/20/saudi-arabia-spate-of-executions-of-child-offenders.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/20/saudi-arabia-spate-of-executions-of-child-offenders.

Right to Life

Tunisia

On October 1st, 56-year-old Saber Chouchen was sentenced to death over his
Facebook posts. He was convicted on three charges: attempting to overthrow
the state, insulting the president and spreading false information online. This is
the first sentence of its kind in Tunisia, where a man has been sentenced to
death for his activity online. In his ruling, the Judge stated that Mr Chouchen’s
posts incited violence and chaos, and violated both Tunisia’s penal code and the
2022 cybercrime legislation Decree 54. Commenting on_ the verdict Heba
Morayef, Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa at Amnesty
International, said ‘The use of capital punishment in this case is a stark and
horrifying illustration of a government weaponizing the justice system to crush
freedom of expression and the slightest sign of dissent.

Although Saber Chouchen was eventually granted a presidential pardon on
October 7th, Tunisia’s increasing use of Article 72 of its Penal Code and Decree-
Law 54 to silence its critics shows worrying signs of willingness to use criminal
law as a tool of oppression. Decree-Law 54, which was passed to supposedly
combat fake news, makes it illegal to “slander others, tarnish their reputation,
financially or morally harm them, incite attacks against [them] or incite hate
speech,” and “harm public security or national defense, or spread terror.
Similarly, Article 72 makes it illegal to conspire against state security and
attempt to change the nature of the State, with the penalty being death. In
President Kais Saied’'s Tunisia where judicial independence has all but
disappeared, these laws are now being used to imprison political opponents,
suppress any form of dissent and as the case of Saber Chouchen demonstrated,
even threaten the right to life.

Although there has not been any executions in Tunisia since 1991, the fact the
death penalty remained legal has led to a now increasingly authoritarian state
being able to use it to silence opposition. To prevent this, ACHRS strongly urges
Tunisia to take steps for its abolition, like 110 countries have worldwide.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisian-sentenced-death-facebook-posts-criticising-president-2025-10-03/
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/867425/tunisia-issues-first-death-sentence-over-social-media-posts-deemed-offensive-to-president-kais-saied
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/10/tunisia-authorities-must-immediately-overturn-death-sentence-for-peaceful-dissent/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/10/tunisia-authorities-must-immediately-overturn-death-sentence-for-peaceful-dissent/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/10/tunisia-authorities-must-immediately-overturn-death-sentence-for-peaceful-dissent/
https://www.1news.co.nz/2025/10/04/tunisia-court-sentenced-a-man-to-death-for-facebook-posts-insulting-the-president/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/12/19/tunisia-cybercrime-decree-used-against-critics
https://euromedrights.org/publication/tunisia-the-authorities-must-release-opposition-figures-and-end-politically-motivated-prosecutions/#:~:text=Between%2011%20and%2025%20February,and%20detained%20in%20this%20case.
https://euromedrights.org/publication/tunisia-the-authorities-must-release-opposition-figures-and-end-politically-motivated-prosecutions/#:~:text=Between%2011%20and%2025%20February,and%20detained%20in%20this%20case.

Right to Think

Introduction

Enshrined in Articles 18 and 19 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the freedom to think safeguards humanity’s ability to advance knowledge without
coercion. Across the Middle East, however, this freedom is increasingly tested,
from student protests at the American University in Cairo challenging institutional
ties and statements on Palestine, to the near-total collapse of academic life in
Gaza and repeated assaults on universities in the West Bank. These events
highlight increasing violations of the fundamental right to think.

Egypt

Daniel Kurtzer, who served as the US ambassador to Egypt (1997-2001) and to
Israel (2001-2005) was invited to The American University in Cairo (AUC) by the
University’s School of Global Affairs and Public Policy. On October 14, the day of
Kurtzer's arrival, hundreds of students gathered to protest his presence on
campus, chanting pro-Palestinian slogans, waving Palestinian flags, and holding
banners in solidarity with Palestine. The protests prevented the ‘event from
proceeding and ultimately forced Kurtzer to leave the campus.

Prior to his visit, 40 student clubs, including the Palestinian Club, asked the
University administration to cancel the event. In an Instagram post, the AUC
Student Union stated its opposition to the University’s ties with Israel as well as
its objection to Kurtzer’'s statements on Palestine. While the protests at AUC can
be seen as an exercise of academic freedom, the Student Union emphasized that
they did not protest out of concern for their-academic freedom, but out of a
sense of moral responsibility.

Palestine

Between 2024 and 2025, academic freedom in Palestine, faced catastrophic
setbacks. In Gaza, the war decimated nearly the entire higher education system
with universities destroyed and academic life effectively halted. Scholars at
Risk’'s described Gaza’'s education system as “largely destroyed,” with the
territory rated as “completely restricted” for academic freedom.
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/rare-protests-american-university-cairo-drive-former-us-ambassador
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20251020065030352
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20251015-student-protest-forces-former-us-diplomat-to-leave-american-university-in-cairo/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/resources/free-to-think-2025/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Right to Think

In the West Bank, repeated military raids on campuses, arrests of students and
faculty, and severe travel restrictions have crippled teaching and research. Strict
permit systems and barriers on international academic exchange further isolates
Palestinian scholars.

Earlier, in June 2025, the Middle East Studies Association’s Committee on
Academic Freedom issued a letter condemning intensified Israeli assaults on
universities and scholars in the occupied West Bank. The letter highlights raids
on campuses, arrests of students and faculty, and severe movement restrictions
that have crippled Palestinian higher education. To combat this, the Association
urges international bodies to intervene and uphold the right to education and
academic freedom as outlined by international law.

In sum: academic freedom in the occupied Palestinian territories has been
gravely curtailed. The physical destruction of universities, arrests of scholars and
students, denial of access to campuses, as well as restrictions on collaboration
and travel have all led to the erosion of the Right to Think in the country.
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https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2025/06/23/letter-to-protest-the-intensification-of-israels-assaults-on-the-education-sector-in-the-occupied-west-bank
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2025/06/23/letter-to-protest-the-intensification-of-israels-assaults-on-the-education-sector-in-the-occupied-west-bank
https://mesana.org/advocacy/committee-on-academic-freedom/2025/06/23/letter-to-protest-the-intensification-of-israels-assaults-on-the-education-sector-in-the-occupied-west-bank

Right to Speak

Introduction

Around the world, silencing free speech has become a systematic weapon within
conflicts. “Silencing free speech will not stop the truth, protecting journalists is
protection of the truth itself”, declared Sheikh Nasser bin Faisal Al Thani on free
speech and press freedom in Palestine.

Bahrain

In Bahrain Abdulhadi al-Khawaja, a prominent human rights activist who has
been imprisoned since the Arab Spring for allegedly “financing and participating
in terrorism to overthrow the government and spying for a foreign country”
began a new hunger strike on the 29th October 2025 to protest against his
arbitrary detention.

Al-Khawaja, who is a Danish citizen, previously went on a prolonged hunger
strike lasting 110 days in 2012, and although his current health is frail, he is
seeking to put pressure on both his country and the international community to
secure his release. The Bahraini authorities have repeatedly stated that they
guarantee free trials and that medical care is provided to its prisoners, however,
both human rights organisations and United Nations experts have repeatedly
disproven these claims.

The arbitrary detention of Al-Khwaja is another tragic example, instead of
receiving medical care he has been the subject of extensive violence and
torture.

Egypt

On 24 September 2025, well-known journalist and researcher Ismail
Iskandarani was arrested. He was questioned about 17 of his Facebook posts
which had documented the imprisonment of government critics and other recent
events in Egypt.

% IN SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE
X STATUS WITH UN ECOSOC
HONORARY OF THE UN HUMAN

-“_,ML'- RIGHTS PRIZE 2023 | PAG E 1 o



https://humanrightscommission.house.gov/DFP/Countries/Bahrain/Abdulhadi-al-Khawaja
https://apnews.com/article/bahrain-abdulhadi-khawaja-hunger-strike-728a9e7928800941ac8d97454185de02
https://apnews.com/article/bahrain-abdulhadi-khawaja-hunger-strike-728a9e7928800941ac8d97454185de02
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/08/egypt-journalist-detained-over-facebook-posts
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/08/egypt-journalist-detained-over-facebook-posts

Right to Speak

He was charged in State Security Case No. 6469 of 2025 for spreading ‘false
news’ ‘belonging to a terrorist organization’ and ‘using a\website to promote
ideas that incite terrorist acts’ and was detained at the 10th of Ramadan Prison
Complex in Al-Shargia governorate, east of Cairo. His lawyers raised serious
concerns about his health in detention, including breathing difficulties and
complications due to his diabetes, yet on October 5th, 2025, his pre-trial
detention was renewed for another 15 days.

Palestine

Press freedom is still being denied in Palestine as journalists and reporters
continue to be the target of Israeli attacks. On October 12th, Palestinian journalist
Saleh Aljafarawi was killed by an armed militia, just two days after the ceasefire in
Gaza came into effect. Aljafarawi had been documenting the genocide for two
years and had received death threats multiple times.

Since October 2023, more than two-hundred and seventy media workers have
been killed in Gaza in the deadliest conflict ever for journalists. 19 have also been
arbitrarily detained by ‘israel, with only three being released on October 13th as
part of the ceasefire agreement. Furthermore, on October 23rd, Israel's Supreme
Court granted the government another thirty days to reach a decision in regards
to allowing foreign journalists entry into the Gaza Strip. This delay is the latest in
a series of multiple postponements of this decision, which Reporters Without
Borders describes as “totally unjustifiable”

On the 8th and 9th of October, the International Conference on the Protection
of Journalists in Armed Conflicts took place in Doha. On Palestine, Al-Jazeera
Media Network’s Director General, Sheikh Nasser bin Faisal Al Thani, stated that
“silencing free speech will not stop the truth, protecting journalists is protection
of the truth itself”
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/12/palestinian-journalist-saleh-aljafarawi-shot-dead-in-gaza-city-clashes
https://rsf.org/en/palestine-israel-releases-only-three-19-journalists-arbitrarily-detained-two-years
https://rsf.org/en/israeli-supreme-court-grants-new-delay-petition-access-gaza-journalists
https://rsf.org/en/israeli-supreme-court-grants-new-delay-petition-access-gaza-journalists
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/10/10/without-journalists-war-crimes-remain
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/10/10/without-journalists-war-crimes-remain
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/8/al-jazeera-chief-urges-better-protection-for-journalists-in-conflict-zones
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/08/egypt-journalist-detained-over-facebook-posts
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/08/egypt-journalist-detained-over-facebook-posts
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/08/egypt-journalist-detained-over-facebook-posts

Right to Speak

Saudi Arabia

The Riyadh Comedy Festival took place between September 26th and October
9th in Saudi Arabia, which featured many high-profile international comedians.
Human Rights Watch had urged the comedians to use this opportunity to call for
the release of two human rights activists, Waleed Abu al-Khair and Manahel al-
Otaibi, as well as to express their support for free speech. However, none of the
performers listened to this appeal, though some expressed regret afterwards.

According to screenshots published by comedian Atsuko Okatsuka, the festival
required performers to sign a contract in which they were prohibited from making
any jokes degrading or defaming the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This included
jokes about its leaders, public figures as well as the royal family, its legal system
and government, and anything related to religion.

The Riyadh Comedy Festival is another attempt at ‘whitewashing’ by the Saudi
government to divert attention from the increasing repression of the right to
speak in Saudi Arabia.

Sudan

On October 26 during their advance on el-Fasher, Sudanese journalist Muammar
Ibrahim was detained by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). Ibrahim has been a
freelance reporter in el-Fasher throughout the war in Sudan, documenting the
conflict for both national and international audiences. ACHRS joins the long list of
organisations to call for his immediate release.

Tunisia

In October 2025, protests erupted in Gabés over severe pollution and health risks
from local chemical industries. Authorities reportedly used force to disperse
demonstrators and arrested several participants, raising concerns about
violations of the freedom of assembly and expression.
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https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/general-news/riyadh-comedy-festival-stand-up-jessica-kirson-apology-1236392972/
https://www.threads.com/@atsukocomedy/post/DPFMYfTgG6A?xmt=AQF0WLhWVfB0vXg0nicpbvQSKdimG6vaweCN0DAsFPENcw
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/10/27/sudanese-journalist-muammar-ibrahim-taken-by-rsf-in-el-fasher
https://www.article19.org/resources/tunisia-uphold-the-right-to-protest-and-access-to-environmental-information/

Right to Speak

The events in Gabeées follow a broader pattern of the Tunisian government
suppressing public dissent. ACHRS calls for the immediate release of those
detained and urges the government to engage in meaningful dialogue with
affected communities.

Yemen

Dozens of Yemenis have been arrested in October by the Houthi’s for celebrating
on the streets or on social media the anniversary of Yemen's “September 26
Revolution” Many families and lawyers have still not been allowed or able to
contact the detained. While the holiday officially marks the birth of the Yemen
Arab Republic in 1962, Houthis believe that September 2nd, the day on which
they took over Sanaa, should be celebrated instead. This censorship is a clear
sign of the lack of the right to speak in Yemen under Houthi-governance.

Among those arrested is Abdul Majid Sabra, one of the few lawyers that offered
their services to people who had been arrested for celebrating the September 26
Revolution. He was himself arrested after celebrating the holiday on social media.
ACHRS calls for his immediate release.
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/06/yemen-houthis-arrest-dozens-commemorating-national-holiday
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/10/yemen-huthis-must-immediately-release-prominent-human-rights-lawyer-and-cease-relentless-crackdown-on-civic-space/

Right to Participate

Introduction

Democracy is not just holding elections through popular vote - it actually has
many aspects and intricacies to it. The United Nations also does not promote
democracy as a governance model per se, but rather supports democratic ideals
and principles. In the end, these democratic values should lead to participation,
equality, security, and human development. October provides us with a number
of interesting examples of different aspects and forms of democracy. First of all,
the elections in Syria provided us with an example of how democracy and
elections can be applied differently from the conventional understanding in times
of recovery. Furthermore, the Arab region saw different developments with
regards to the right to participate, including discussions about diaspora voting in
Lebanon, and regulations for Al in elections in the United Arab Emirates.

Iraqg

On November 11, 2025, Iraqis are set to elect a new parliament. There are 329
seats in total, 320 of which are distributed among the governorates within the 83
constituencies defined under the new electoral system. The remaining nine seats
are reserved for minority groups, five seats for Christians, one for Yezidis, one for
Sabie Mandean, one for Shabak, and one for Fayli Kurds. The country follows a
“Single Non-Transferable Vote”-System, where each voter casts one vote for a
single candidate in a multi-member constituency, and those with the highest
number of votes secure the seats. This year, 37 alliances, 38 parties, and nearly
eighty candidates running as independents are participating in the
parliamentary elections.

While elections are technically free, the political landscape remains dominated by
clientelism, corruption, patronage networks, and identity-based politics. Iraqis
usually vote not only along ethnic and religious lines, but also based on financial
incentives and dependence on political elites. Many elites perceive elections as
high-stakes investments and use their financial power as leverage after the
elections to gain greater influence and better access to state resources.
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Right to Participate

The persisting muhasasa system makes significant change in the Iraqi political
order difficult and instead fosters these corruption and patronage networks.
This system allocates political positions according to sectarian and ethnic
identity, specifically among Shia Arabs, Sunni Arabs and Kurds. It was originally
put in place to safeguard pluralism, has led to power being shared among the
three main ethno-sectarian groups in Iraq; Shia Arabs, Sunni Arabs, and Kurds.
Combined with the closed list electoral system, which has been reintroduced for
the upcoming elections, smaller parties, minorities and individual independents
face increasing challenges to win seats.

Partly due to these circumstances, public confidence in the electoral process has
steadily declined. Voter turnout has dropped significantly, falling from nearly
80% in 2014 to about 50 percent in 2018 and roughly 40 percent in 2021,
indicating widespread disillusionment with the influence of voting on government
formation and accountability.

There are also structural barriers to voting which further limit-participation. For
example, only around 70% \of adults possess the required biometric voting
card, leaving almost 9 million eligible Iragis unable to vote.

Concerns have also been raised concerning the integrity of the electoral process
as the Iraqgi Prime Minister, Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani, distributed nearly 9000
“thank-you” letters to state employees. This was in breach of the agreement he
signed only a few days earlier, which aimed at securing the integrity of the
elections and included measures such as the temporary suspension of public
appointments, social benefits, and restrictions on collective appreciation letters.

Nevertheless, the lragi army sought to improve the security situation in the
country before the elections by conducting a security drill in the eastern
Salahaddin province. The area was previously affected by ISIS activity and the
drill was supposed to clear the area of remnants of the terrorist group and secure
polling stations, thereby creating a safe environment for voters. Despite these
measures, concerns persist about the potential for violence and electoral
manipulation in politically contested regions.
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Right to Participate

Overall, the upcoming parliamentary elections will serve as a key test for Iraqg’s
democratic resilience. While the government’s stated efforts to enhance security
are notable, systemic issues such as corruption, entrenched patronage networks,
and declining public trust continue to seriously challenge the credibility of the
electoral process. Without reforms, prospects for meaningful political change
remain limited.

Jordan

This month, Jordan and the European Union convened the 14th meeting of the
Subcommittee on Human Rights, Democratization, and Governance in Amman.
The meeting aimed at strengthening human rights, the rule of law, good
governance, and non-discrimination by reviewing progress achieved and
addressing remaining challenges. It was held within the framework of the EU-
Jordan Association Agreement (2002), the EU-Jordan Partnership Priorities
(2021-2027), and the Strategic and Comprehensive Partnership (2025).

Discussions focused on political participation and ongoing reform efforts in
Jordan to foster a multi-party system and enhance the inclusion of women,
youth, and underrepresented groups. The EU welcomed these efforts and
reaffirmed its continuing support. Both sides highlighted once again their
commitment to human rights, democracy, and the rule of law, including an
emphasis on the freedom of expression and civic space as essential elements of
democracy. Participants also agreed to continue discussions on the EU Election
Observation Mission and to explore additional ways to promote shared values
and further strengthen their partnership.

Jordan’s commitment to maintaining an open dialogue on human rights with the
EU, as well as its willingness to pursue reforms and report on initial progress, can
be regarded as positive signs in strengthening the right to participation in Jordan.
However, the meeting produced few concrete outcomes, with limited indications
of specific commitments or implementation mechanisms. As such, the
discussions appear to be primarily symbolic rather than directed toward
achieving tangible political change.
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Right to Participate

Lebanon

As Lebanon prepares for its upcoming parliamentary elections, renewed debates
have emerged over the electoral procedures, particularly the voting rights of
Lebanese citizens living abroad.

The right of Lebanese nationals to vote abroad through embassies and
consulates was first introduced in 2017. The electoral law also stipulated that six
seats in parliament would be reserved for expat voters, with one seat reserved
for each of Lebanon’s major religious communities. However, because the law
remained rather vague in its implementation, Lebanese abroad were able to vote
for all members of parliament instead of only six seats, in both the 2018 and
2022 elections, granting them equal voting rights to Lebanese living inside the
country. With new elections approaching, the issue has resurfaced as a major
point of contention in both cabinet and parliamentary discussions. Hezbollah is
reportedly pushing to activate the six-seat plan, as the majority” of the
Lebanese diaspora tends not to vote for the group. In contrast, more than half of
the current members of parliament have said to support a district-based system,
in which diaspora Lebanese vote as part of their original electoral district, just
like voters inside Lebanon. However, this proposal has not yet been put on the
Parliament’s official agenda, causing people in favor of it to boycott
parliamentary sessions, deepening the existing political deadlock.

As there is currently no agreement in sight, it is likely that the elections will be
postponed until the issue of electoral procedures is solved. Meanwhile, members
of the Lebanese diaspora have expressed concern that their right to vote may be
suspended indefinitely and that they may be required to return to Lebanon in
order to participate in future elections.
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Right to Participate

Morocco

The youth-led “GenZ 212" protests that began in late September continued into
the month of October. Demonstrators called for improvements in public
services such as healthcare and education, especially in the context of
extensive government spending on preparations for the 2030 FIFA World Cup.

Authorities responded with mass arrests and criminal charges, with more than
400 people detained since late September 2025. There have also been reports
of police violence, including the deaths of three people on October 1st. The
police claim they acted in self-defence, responding to protesters violently trying
to storm a local police station, however, these allegations have been denied both
by protestors and relatives.

ACHRS expresses its deep concern over these restrictions on the freedom of
expression in Morocco and calls for an immediate and independent investigation.

Syria

As mentioned in last month’s Human Rights Monitor, Syria held parliamentary
elections on the 5th of October 2025. Hundred and nineteen members of
parliament, meant to be ‘community leaders’, were selected by electoral
subcommittees. Of the remaining 91 seats, seventy are to be appointed by Al-
Sharaa and twenty-one are being reserved for the Kurdish-led regions in the
north of Syria and in Suwayda, the Druze region. Of these, three were appointed
after elections took place in two districts on the 23rd of October, while the
others will remain vacant until the interim government believes it can organise
fair elections in the regions.

Of the 119 people elected, only six were women, and only ten represent Syria’s
ethnic and religious diversity, which constitutes 30% of its inhabitants. The
Supreme Committee for the People’s-Assembly Elections had established quotas
for the electoral committees, but not for the People’s Assembly itself. Therefore,
it remains to be seen if interim president Al-Sharaa will appoint the remaining
members of parliament to match these quotas or not.
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Right to Participate

Syria

The elections themselves were mostly peaceful and orderly, though not entirely,
as briefed by Najat Rochdi, the United Nations Deputy Special Envoy for Syria.
According to her, there were incidents of election-related violence in the days
leading up to the elections, most notably the killing of one of the Alawite
candidates in the Tartous province.

Overall, it remains to be seen if the parliamentary elections truly constitute a
positive step towards the establishment of a democracy in Syria. In the short-
term, Al-Sharaa’'s appointments to parliament as well as how the interim-
government will proceed in the Kurdish and Alawite regions will play a crucial role
in determining the success of Syria’s democracy. In the long term, the drafting of
a new constitution and new laws, as well as their application on the ground, will
will serve as the strongest indication of whether Al-Sharaa is serious about
turning Syria into an inclusive democracy.

UAE

This month, the UAE introduced the National Elections Committee Policy on the
Use of Artificial Intelligence, a new law regulating the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) in Federal National Council elections. The policy requires all
candidates to declare and register any use of Al tools in their campaigns. It was
developed by Omar Sultan Al Olama, the Minister of State for ‘Artificial
Intelligence, Digital Economy and Remote Work Applications, in cooperation with
the Federal National Council and the Ministry of State for Federal National
Council Affairs.

According to the government, this measure is intended to ensure better
transparency and integrity in the electoral process and to prevent voter
manipulation through the misuse of Al technologies. It seeks to promote the
ethical use of Al without limiting technological progress and innovation. The
policy reflects the UAE’'s stated effort to adopt a proactive and balanced
approach to emerging technologies, which is further outlined in the National
Charter for the Development and Use of Artificial Intelligence.
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Right to Participate

However, the effectiveness of the new policy will depend on how the law will be
enforced in practice, how compliance will be monitored, and what sanctions
would apply in cases of violations. It will also be crucial to ensure public
accessibility of information regarding the use of Al in electoral campaigns and
that all candidates are held to the same standards of transparency and
accountability.

Yemen

On Yemen Liberation Day, the 14th of October, a protest took place in Aden,
asking for basic government services and salaries. While the protest was
peaceful, it was violently repressed by the Southern Transitional Council,as a
number of participants were arrested or kidnapped, and live ammunition was
used to disperse the crowd. This is a clear violation of the right to participate, as
citizens were not allowed to organise and voice their opinions through the means
of a protest.
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Women's Rights

Introduction

On October 20th, UN Women stated that "Wars on women escalate as global
conflicts reach record highs." Currently, the frequency of wars are increasing,
leaving women and girls especially vulnerable. In 2024, about 676 million women
and girls lived close to places affected by conflict—the highest number since the
1990s. Many of these conflicts take place in the Middle East and expose many
women to dangers such as violence, being forced to leave their homes, not
having enough food, and health problems. UN Women stresses that leaders must
act now and keep working to protect women's rights and help building peace.

Iraq

Gender-based cyberviolence

For many years, numerous Arab states have experienced an increase in gender-
based cyberviolence, which has accelerated even more in recent times.

UN Women defines gender-based cyber violence as “any act that is committed,
assisted, aggravated, or amplified by the use of information and communication
technologies or other digital tools that results in, or is likely to result in, physical,
sexual, psychological, social, political, or economic harm, or other infringements
of rights and freedoms.” The psychological impact on victims is severe, with
many experiencing anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD).

According to the latest data (from 2022) from the United Nations Women
Committee, 21% of women in Iraqg have been subjected to cyberviolence, of
which 43% more than once and in various ways. Meanwhile, 31% of men did not
hide having perpetrated this type of violence. This includes abuses such as
online harassment, image-based abuse, doxxing, sextortion, cyberstalking,
deepfake pornography, gender-based hate speech, or cyberflashing.
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Women's Rights

Recently, widespread access to Generative Artificial Intelligence has exacerbated
cyber violence against women. This October, the al-Rusafa Criminal Court in
Baghdad sentenced a man to six years in prison for threatening a young woman
with publishing Al-generated images.Additionally, a woman in Baghdad, speaking
anonymously to Shafaq News, described being recently blackmailed with the
threat of exposing fake images unless she paid money.

However, gender-based cyberviolence still remains severely underreported: only
226 women filed complaints in 2024, far below the estimated number of actual
cases, according to the Women’s Legal Assistance Organization (WOLA). This
may be due to the low implementation of arrest warrants—only. 235 out of 2,093
were executed in 2024—which might discourage victims from coming forward.

The Iraqi Penal Code criminalizes sexual assault in all its forms, with penalties of
up to one year in prison and fines. However, experts note that the laws under
which gender-based cyberviolence-would fall, Articles 430 and 433 of the Penal
Code addressing threats, defamation, and extortions, are outdated for crimes
involving Al. Legal advisor Furat Al-Azzawi explained, “The law was written in the
mid-20th century, at a time when the internet and Al did not exist. Applying old
categories to new crimes leaves loopholes.” The Iraqi Kurdistan Region (IKR) has
taken steps to address this loophole, enacting its own cyberviolence law, with
Article 2 prohibiting the misuse of communication devices and the internet.

Oppression of Yazidi Women

Yazidi women face intersecting layers of oppression that go beyond their ethnic
identity. Apart from having been killed or abducted during ISIS’ genocide, Yazidi
women and girls were also raped, tortured, and sold into slavery, and to this
day they still suffer from the consequences. Within Yazidi communities,
survivors of sexual violence may face stigma related to perceptions of impurity
and social exclusion, and children born from rape often experience discrimination
because they are not recognized as part of the community.
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Women's Rights

On 2 October 2025, 21-year-old Yazidi girl Fawzia Amin Sido, who had been
kidnapped by ISIS and transferred across several countries, was liberated and
reunited with her family. Her release came after four months of coordinated
efforts involving the Foreign Ministry, the National Intelligence Service, the U.S.
embassies in Baghdad and Amman, and Jordanian authorities.

The Foreign Ministry of Iraq declared that it will continue to make every effort to
secure the liberation of all kidnapped girls, whether Yazidi or from other
communities who were taken outside Iraq.

Jaafari Law

Iraq's newly adopted Jaafari Personal Status Code is deeply discriminatory and
reduces women to second-class citizens. Approved on August 27,'the law allows
couples to choose whether their family matters—marriage, divorce, child
custody, and inheritance—are governed by the 1959 Personal Status Law, which
was previously the default, or by Jaafari (Shiite Islamic) jurisprudence.

HRW criticized the code for granting men extensive powers in marriage and
divorce while limiting women’s custody and inheritance rights. The code contains
several provisions that undermine women’s rights. It allows a husband to
unilaterally convert his marriage to be governed by the Jaafari code instead of
the Personal Status Law, without his wife’s knowledge or consent, and to divorce
her without informing her. Responsibility for children over the age of seven is
automatically assigned to the father, regardless of the child’s best interests.
While a wife can include clauses in the marriage contract prohibiting polygamy or
divorce without her consent, the code still upholds the marriage or divorce as
valid if the husband violates these terms, even if he is considered a sinner under
Islamic law.

Sarah Sanbar, an Irag researcher at HRW declared that this new law
“institutionalizes discrimination against women” and takes away women’s and
girls’ agency over their lives and instead gives it to men”
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Women's Rights

Surge in women'’s participation in upcoming elections

On the other hand, in October, Irag saw an advancement in women'’s participation
in politics, specifically for the upcoming elections on November 11th. While in
2021 the number of female candidates amounted to 951, this number increased
to 2,248 for the upcoming elections. This represents 29% of the candidates for
the Iragi Council of Representatives elections—2,248 out of 7,768.

Due to existing financial, socio-cultural, structural, and bureaucratic barriers for
women running for elections, as well as election-related violence, and limited
access to training, a law was established in"2003 reserving at least 25% of the
seats in the National Assembly for women. In the last parliamentary term,
women held 97 seats, 57 of them secured outside of the quota system. For the
2025 elections, women have already secured the minimum of 83 /parliamentary
seats (25%) under the quota law. It remains to be seen to what extent women
will surpass the quota this year.

However, regardless of the number of seats that women will secure; numerical
representation does not necessarily translate into political influence in Iraq.
Political analyst Nawal al-Moussawi explained that the quota serves as “a
political guarantee of presence rather than autonomy, as each candidate
operates within her bloc’s strategic agenda”. For instance, Shayma Sami, a
female candidate running for the Tagadum Party in.Kirkuk, does not appear on
any campaign posters, while her husband—who is not running in the elections—
does.

The upcoming elections therefore provide an opportunity to observe whether
greater female participation will also lead to increased influence, particularly in
decision-making roles such as within the executive branch.
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Women's Rights

Jordan

The Jordanian Economic Forum released a paper titled “Jordanian Women and
Equal Opportunities: Jordan’'s Performance in the Gender Gap Index 2025” to
strengthen Jordan’s performance on gender equality indicators, which are seen
as a fundamental economic driver. The paper was based on the results of the
Global Gender Gap Report 2025, published in June 2025.

The Global Gender Gap measures the differences between men and women in
access to opportunities and resources across four key areas: economic
participation, education, health, and political empowerment. The Global Gender
Gap Index includes a “closure rate,” indicating how much of the gender gap a
country has closed—100% means full equality, while 0% means complete
inequality.

Jordan achieved a 65.5% closure rate, ranking third among Arab countries after
the UAE and Bahrain, up from 59.3% in 2014. Across index dimensions, Jordan
shows near equality in education (99%) and steady improvement in health
(95.6%), while economic participation (55.2%) and political empowerment (12%)
remain comparatively low.

The Ministry of Social Development aims to strengthen the political
empowerment of women by raising their participation in development to 27% by
2025. Recent legal reforms, including the Local Administration Law (2021) and
the Political Parties Law (2022), have expanded women’s representation in local
councils and party structures. As a result, women’s participation in political
parties reached 44% in 2025. The forum called for continued reforms to improve
the business environment, expand social protection, and promote women’s
entrepreneurship to accelerate gender equality.

Despite these efforts, women’s economic participation and political
empowerment remain limited. It remains to be seen whether these reforms will
successfully address these gaps.
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Women's Rights

Morocco

In October 2025 an appeals court in Rabat upheld a 30-month prison sentence
against well-known feminist activist Ibtissame “Betty” Lachgar after litigation
over a social-media post. Media reports say the case began after she posted a
photograph of herself wearing a T-shirt with the word “Allah” in Arabic followed
by “is lesbian”, that critics have described as blasphemous.

The court decision and the continued incarceration of a woman for peaceful
expression constitute a restriction on freedom of expression and a form of
gender-based censorship. Such prosecutions raise concerns under the right to
freedom of expression protected by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(Art. 19) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
(Art. 19), both of which cover all persons without discrimination.

Palestine

In October 2025, UN Women issued a briefing describing the situation of
women and girls in Gaza after intense hostilities and repeated displacement.
The briefing documents how mass displacement, damage to health and civic
infrastructure, and restrictions on movement undermine women’s ability to
exercise their civil and political rights: they impede participation in public life,
access to justice and legal processes, and meaningful inclusion in reconstruction
and governance consultations. The humanitarian and protection environment also
increases women’s exposure to gender-based violence and reduces their
practical ability to claim rights. These conditions engage multiple international
obligations: states and occupying powers must respect and ensure basic civil and
political rights under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and uphold economic, social and cultural rights under the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), including the right
to health and an adequate standard of living.

The 1993 UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women and the
Beijing Platform for Action call for protection and for the inclusion of women in
recovery and reconstruction, while UN Security Council Resolution 1325 and
subsequent Women, Peace and Security resolutions emphasise that women must
be included in peace processes and post-conflict planning.
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https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-briefing/2025/10/press-briefing-by-un-women-on-the-situation-of-women-and-girls-in-gaza
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-briefing/2025/10/press-briefing-by-un-women-on-the-situation-of-women-and-girls-in-gaza
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/declaration-elimination-violence-against-women
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2015/01/beijing-declaration
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2025/10/06/retrial-of-jailed-moroccan-feminist-activist-began-on-monday_6746158_124.html?utm
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2025/10/06/retrial-of-jailed-moroccan-feminist-activist-began-on-monday_6746158_124.html?utm
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights

Women's Rights

The failure to protect displaced women, to prevent and respond to gender-based
violence, and the failure to include women in the reconstruction decision-making
violates their civil, political, and related economic and social rights.

Syria

The UN Deputy Special Envoy for Syria, Najat Rochdi, informed the UN Security
Council that women remained largely underrepresented in the country’s
parliament following the October elections, where only a small number of women
were elected. The lack of women’s representation in legislative and political
institutions undermines the right to equal participation in public life as guaranteed
by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Art. 21) and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)-(Art. 25). It also contradicts the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms: of Discrimination-against Women
(CEDAW) (Art. 7) and the commitments under UN Security Council Resolution
1325 to ensure women'’s participation in peace and governance processes.

Tunisia

In October 2025, Tunisian authorities suspended several civil society
organizations citing foreign funding audits, including the Tunisian Association of
Democratic Women, a major migrant-rights group that is dedicated to women’s
rights, freedoms, and democracy. ACHRS strongly condemns these actions as
they are an attempt to silence independent voices and restrict advocacy for
women'’s and migrants’ rights. Such administrative restrictions violate the right to
freedom of association protected by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(Art. 20) and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Art. 22).
Targeting organizations that promote gender equality also undermines
obligations under CEDAW (Art. 7) to ensure women'’s participation in public and
political life.
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https://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/tunisia-imposes-one-month-suspension-migrant-rights-group-2025-10-27/?utm
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/tunisia-imposes-one-month-suspension-migrant-rights-group-2025-10-27/?utm
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/tunisia-imposes-one-month-suspension-migrant-rights-group-2025-10-27/?utm
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-elimination-all-forms-discrimination-against-women

Women'’s Rights

Yemen

In October 2025, Houthi authorities released Yemeni actor Intisar al-Hammadi
after nearly five years in detention. Her arrest and trial had previously been
denounced by rights groups for lacking due process and targeting her for her
public image and independence. Arbitrary detention of women for nonviolent
expression or appearance violates the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (Arts. 9, 14) and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(Arts. 3, 9). It also reflects systemic gender-based discrimination contrary to
CEDAW (Art. 2). Such practices restrict women’s participation in public life and
perpetuate fear and self-censorship among women in the arts and civil society.
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
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Right to Social Protection

Introduction

Disability rights are crucial because they represent an essential component of
basic human rights and political freedoms for all individuals. People with
disabilities often encounter unique forms of discrimination and face specific
barriers that hinder their full participation in society, making it imperative to focus
particularly on their rights in order to achieve equality. Attention to disability
rights helps address and reduce inequalities as highlighted in Sustainable
Development Goal 10, ensuring that everyone can take part in society with
dignity and security.

As the principles for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
state, there should be respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy, and
independence; non-discrimination; full and effective participation, and inclusion in
society; respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part
of human diversity; equality of opportunity; accessibility; equality between men
and women; and respect for the evolving capacities and identities of children
with disabilities.

Palestine

A third ceasefire was implemented this month on 10 October after Israel and
Hamas agreed to the initial stage of a U.S.-mediated peace proposal. However,
following what Israel described as violations by Hamas, attacks resumed on 19
October, with new airstrikes on Gaza and a blockade on humanitarian aid
deliveries. Regardless of the ceasefire, it is evident that the humanitarian crisis
and the damage caused will have long-lasting effects, such as the growing
number of people left with disabilities.

According to the World Health Organization’s report “Estimating Trauma
Rehabilitation Needs in Gaza,” released on October 2, 2025, nearly 42,000
people in the Gaza Strip have suffered life-changing injuries since the beginning
of the war. Life-changing injuries are generally defined as any injury that is so
serious that it causes some form of permanent disability. These types of injuries
make up about a quarter of all injuries reported, and, notably, one in four of the
victims are children.
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/oct/09/first-phase-of-ceasefire-deal-to-end-war-in-gaza-agreed-by-israel-and-hamas?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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https://www.emro.who.int/opt/news/gazas-many-injured-will-need-rehabilitation-care-and-support-for-years-to-come-who-report.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal10
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-persons-disabilities

Right to Social Protection

Chronic conditions and pre-existing disabilities were not included in the report,
yet those affected were already disproportionately impacted by poverty and
conflict. Now, both those with long-standing disabilities and those newly injured
are confronted with numerous challenges. For instance, they often face serious
difficulties escaping bombardments and are frequently cut off from humanitarian
aid. According to the last UN news release, evacuation orders are often
inaccessible to individuals with hearing or visual impairments, while those with
limited mobility face a higher risk of being killed, as they cannot flee quickly
enough.

WHO warns that out of the 36 hospitals in Gaza, only 14 remain operational, and
these are only partially functional. Of all the healthcare facilities in the enclave,
about 95% have been damaged or destroyed by Israel. Less than one-third of
rehabilitation services are currently operating, with many on the verge of closure
and a significant portion of their workforce displaced or Kkilled. Specialized
rehabilitation facilities have been destroyed, including Hamad Hospital for
Rehabilitation and Prosthetics, the enclave’s only prosthetics hospital, and the
UNRWA-run Rehabilitation Center for the Visually Impaired.

Furthermore, the lack of assistive devices, such as crutches, wheelchairs,
prosthetics, and hearing aids, has aggravated the marginalization of people with
disabilities and deprived them of mobility and independence, placing them at
greater risk of suffering war consequences. In August, the UN Committee on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities reported that 83 percent of disabled
individuals in Gaza lost their assistive devices during the war, with most unable
to afford replacements. Additionally, around 92 percent cannot access adequate
food or medication. This situation is worsened by Israel's restrictions on
importing wheelchairs, walkers, canes, splints, and prosthetics, classifying them
as “dual-use items” that could serve civilian and military purposes, effectively
blocking these essential tools from reaching aid shipments.

% IN SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE
4 STATUS WITH UN ECOSOC
HONORARY OF THE UN HUMAN

_,ML RIGHTS PRIZE 2023 | PAGE 30



https://www.who.int/news/item/22-05-2025-health-system-at-breaking-point-as-hostilities-further-intensify--who-warns
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2617986/middle-east?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2617986/middle-east?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/convention-personswithdisabilities-15aug25/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/convention-personswithdisabilities-15aug25/

Youth Rights

Introduction

According to the United Nations youth refers to young people aged 15-24, who
due to their age have specific needs, vulnerabilities, and potential. Among these
needs, the right to work and access to decent employment is fundamental. The
UN recognizes that youth should have:

e Equal access to work opportunities without discrimination.

e Protection from exploitative or unsafe working conditions.

e Opportunities to gain skills, training, and education that prepare them for the
labor market.

e Participation in decision-making that affects economic policies and youth
employment programs.

The right to education is also a fundamental youth right and one of the most
important factors for personal fulfillment, civic participation, and sustainable
national development. When education systems fail to deliver a high standard of
teaching and ensure equitable access, this right is violated and the potential of
an entire generation is severely limited.

The Arab region, despite a significant increase in school enroliment, now faces a
critical crisis in educational quality and relevance. This report examines
educational challenges and their social consequences in two countries, Egypt
and Palestine.

Egypt

Egypt is the most populous country in the Arab region and has long recognized
education as a key pillar for its national development and social progress. Over
the years, the country has achieved significant gains in school enroliment and
literacy rates, ensuring that most children and youth have access to basic
education. Despite these accomplishments, the quality, equity, and relevance of
education remain factors that deeply affect Egyptian youth economically, socially
and psychologically.
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Youth Rights

The Egyptian education system is often criticized for its reliance on rote learning,
a memorization technique that involves repeating information until it is
remembered without necessarily understanding the underlying concepts, and
exam-based evaluation. So, instead of encouraging creativity and problem-
solving skills, students are often pushed to memorize facts and repeat them in
tests. This approach leaves many young people unprepared for the demands of
the modern labor market, where employers increasingly seek practical skills,
digital literacy, and adaptability. As a result, thousands of graduates each year
struggle to find jobs that match their qualifications.Youth unemployment rates in
Egypt remain among the highest in the _region, especially among university
graduates.

This situation has created a wave of disappointment and frustration among
young people who dedicate years to studying but find limited opportunities
afterwards. Many feel that education has failed to deliver on its promise of social
mobility and personal fulfillment. Therefore, some youth become disillusioned,
leading to increased desires for emigration, disengagement from civic life, and a
growing sense of social exclusion.

Socially, the poor quality of education and the lack of opportunities has created
several social issues. The gap in access to quality education between urban and
rural areas contributes to the social division of the Egyptian youth.Those in urban
centers may have access to private or international schools that provide better
resources and language training, while rural youth often study in overcrowded
classrooms with outdated materials and undertrained teachers. This imbalance
reinforces social stratification and limits the chances of upward mobility for rural
and low-income youth.

Facing repeated barriers to success, either due to the education system or the
scarcity of decent jobs, erodes the youths confidence and sense of belonging in
society. This dissatisfaction manifests itself through an apathy toward pubilic life,
lower political participation, or even social unrest. Youth who feel neglected or
undervalued are more vulnerable to extremism or resort to illegal migration in
search of a better life abroad.
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Youth Rights

The social consequences of poor quality education also extends to family and
community life. Families often invest heavily in their children’s education,
sometimes beyond their financial ability, hoping it will secure the family a better
future. When those hopes are unmet, it can lead to family tensions, pressure, and
emotional distress, which in turn affects young people’s mental health, sense of
identity, and overall well-being.

Moreover, gender disparities persist in some regions, where girls face greater
obstacles in continuing their education due to cultural or economic barriers. This
limits not only their true potential but also the overall development of society.
Educated women are more likely to participate in the workforce, make informed
life decisions, and contribute positively to their communities.

To overcome these challenges, Egypt must continue its educational reform
efforts with a stronger focus on quality rather than quantity. Modernizing the
curriculum to include critical thinking, digital and technical skills, ‘and civic
education can help minimize the gap between learning and real-life application.
Strengthening vocational and technical training would also prepare youth for
diverse job markets and reduce dependency on traditional academic paths.
Furthermore, ensuring equal access to quality education for both genders and
across all regions is essential for promoting social cohesion and reducing
inequality. Investing in teacher training, improving school infrastructure, and
involving youth in decision-making processes about educational policies are vital
steps toward sustainable development.

Education is not merely about academic achievement, it is the foundation for
self-confidence, social harmony, and national progress. When the education
system fails to meet its purpose, it affects not only employment opportunities but
also the social fabric of society. For Egypt, empowering youth through
meaningful and equitable education is the key to building a more inclusive,
prosperous, and stable future.
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Youth Rights

Palestine
Gaza Strip

TIn Gaza, the war has devastated the youth’s access to education in a way that
goes far beyond disruption; it has systematically stripped away schooling as a
safe and meaningful right. Since the start of the genocide in October 2023, more
than 200 school buildings have been directly hit by “israeli” forces, including at
least 53 that were completely destroyed. By early 2024, over 80 % of schools in
Gaza were damaged or destroyed, prompting UN experts to describe the
situation as possible “scholasticide” the systemic and purposeful obliteration
of education. UNESCO explicitly called for an immediate halt to strikes on
schools, reminding all parties of their obligations under international humanitarian
law.

The destruction of educational infrastructure has had major ripple effects.
Hundreds of thousands of children and youth are now unable to attend
functioning schools. A thematic report indicated that by March 2024, 477 out of
564 school buildings in Gaza had been directly hit or damaged. With classrooms
destroyed or repurposed as shelters, the normal routines of education, attending
classes, interacting with peers, and planning for the future, have disappeared.

Due to the disruption of education, young people not only lose knowledge: but
also structure, identity, and hope. The psychological consequences of this are
enormous; trauma, grief, displacement, and the collapse of their daily educational
communities. Socially, this leads to long-term exclusion, as when schooling
disappears or is unreliable, children may instead be drawn into labor or simply
drop out, fostering a sense of being left behind.

An UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry, found that more than
90 % of school and university buildings were destroyed or rendered non-
functional by “israeli” forces, and that the relentless assault constitutes a pattern
aimed at dismantling Palestinian everyday life.
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Youth Rights

The consequences of the genocide wil last generations: young Palestinians in
Gaza risk losing years of educations, along with the social mobility and
community cohesion that schooling fosters. Due to non-functional schools, peer
networks fracture, youth are disengaged from civic optimism, and the social
fabric of entire neighborhoods weakens. Gendered divides also deepen: when
schooling is unpredictable, girls face a higher risk of dropping out due to safety,
displacement, or economic pressures.

Finally, because the right to education is enshrined in international law, “israel’'s”
violations carry serious implications. The destruction of schools, the targeting of
students and teachers, and the denial of access all violate several treaties,
including the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) framework on
humanitarian law and the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) standards on
children in armed conflict. The enormous amount of educational facilities directly
being attacked, used for military purposes, or forced to house displaced persons
demonstrates a pattern of “israel” purposefully weaponizing education.

In sum, the youth of Gaza are facing an educational crisis rooted not only in
infrastructural collapse but in the deliberate targeting of their learning
environment, with deep social, psychological, and legal repercussions.

West Bank (including East Jerusalem)

In the West Bank, the youth’'s access to education is shaped by different but
equally disruptive dynamics: movement restrictions, violence, settler attacks, and
the broader occupation context imposed by “israel”. Reports show that since
October 7th, there has been a significant rise in school closures, harassment of
students and teachers, and disruption of school access due to Israeli military
activity and settler violence.

One UN press release highlighted that attacks on schools in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem, including the forced closures of UNRWA schools and the
storming of classrooms, are “an assault on the right to safe education and a
blatant violation of international law.” “israel’'s” closure, eviction, and
transformation of schools in the West Bank constitutes serious breaches of
humanitarian law, which stipulates that an occupation force is obliged to protect
civilians and civilian objects.
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Youth Rights

The social impacts in the West Bank are numerous. Young people face
uncertainty about whether they can safely commute to class or whether lessons
will be disrupted. The fear of violence, checkpoints, and harassment reduces
attendance and engagement. This fear undermines the role of schools as stable
social institutions and can lead to decreased aspirations, increased drop-out
rates, and diminished trust in education as a pathway to a better future.

Moreover, by restricting access to education and undermining safe learning
environments, the capacity of youth to participate fully in social and civic life is
reduced. Families under pressure may shift priorities away from long-term
education toward survival or immediate income. The psychological impact is also
significant: youth living under occupation may experience trauma, a reduced
sense of agency, and social exclusion.

Legally, “israel”, as an occupying power, has a duty to ensure the basic rights of
the occupied population, including the right to education. By closing schools and
preventing students from attending, “israel” violates the right to education under
human rights law and fails to fulfill its obligations to protect civilians under
humanitarian law.

In sum, although the West Bank’s educational crisis may not manifest in the same
level of infrastructure destruction as Gaza, the underlying dynamics of
restriction, fear, and occupation create systemic barriers to its youth’s right to
education. These barriers have deep social effects limiting mobility, reinforcing
inequality between urban centers and remote villages, and eroding hope.
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