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At the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, our monthly human rights monitor
aims to review the most recent human rights developments among our six
priorities. We provide a fact-based review on how ongoing human rights
developments are affecting the MENA region. Our reports seek to amplify voices
of the voiceless, demand for action and document the struggle of our time. 

This month’s Human Rights Monitor focuses on: 

This report is not just a record of human rights violations but an effort to shine a
light on ways of driving justice, highlighting problems and violations that must be
addressed. Hence, it is calling for accountability, an appeal to those who hold the
reins of power, a reminder that the world is watching, and a voice for the region.
By reading our ‘Human Rights Monitor’ report, you will witness the pain, the
courage, and the indomitable hope of those who struggle for a better tomorrow. 
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A UN report outlining extrajudicial killings committed by all parties in Sudan 
Egypt’s use of its Cybercrime law to conduct mass arrest of online content
creators
Prospects and concerns for upcoming Syrian and Iraqi elections 
The consequences of high youth unemployement in Libya and Jordan and its
effects on youth rights and society 
The hypocrisy between Saudi state narratives on women’s rights and on-the-
ground realities 



The right to life is one of the most sacred fundamental rights in international
human rights law. It is the fundamental right of every human being to live free
from any deprivation of life. Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights stipulates that "everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person." Article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) affirms that "every human being has the inherent right to life. No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life." In the context of armed conflict, the
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols impose strict obligations to
protect civilians, medical facilities, and journalists. The Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court criminalizes the deliberate targeting of civilians and
classifies it as a war crime or a crime against humanity.
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Palestine

On the 21st of September Hamas executed three men accused of being Israeli
collaborators in Gaza City. A video circulating on social media, which has been
verified by several news outlets, showed a masked man issuing a verbal warning
to collaborators before three blindfolded and kneeling men were shot in the back
of the head. What a security official from Hamas described as “revolutionary
rulings”, is clearly an arbitrary deprivation of life outside any legal framework,
violating article 6 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Sudan

According to a report published in September by the UN Human Rights Office,
the first half of 2025 saw an increase in summary executions by all parties in
Sudan. The report found that during the first six months of 2025 at least 3,384
civilians have been killed, equaling 80 percent of the 4238 civilian deaths in
2024. It cited particularly disturbing incidents such as the RSF attacks on El
Fasher and North Darfur in April and the SAF market airstrike on the 24th of
March, right before Eid. The RSF attacks led to at least 527 deaths, with multiple
incidents of summary executions, including that of at least 11 medical and
humanitarian staff. Similarly, the SAF strike led to the death of 350 civilians, half
of all war casualties in March.

https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hamas-led-authorities-execute-alleged-collaborators-gaza-official-says-2025-09-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hamas-led-authorities-execute-alleged-collaborators-gaza-official-says-2025-09-22/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c99g3p52k15o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c99g3p52k15o
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hamas-led-authorities-execute-alleged-collaborators-gaza-official-says-2025-09-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hamas-led-authorities-execute-alleged-collaborators-gaza-official-says-2025-09-22/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/hamas-led-authorities-execute-alleged-collaborators-gaza-official-says-2025-09-22/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/south-sudan/UNMISS-report-human-rights-situation-in-sudan-1-january-30-juin-2025.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/south-sudan/UNMISS-report-human-rights-situation-in-sudan-1-january-30-juin-2025.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/09/1165889
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/09/1165889


The Right to Speak remains an important issue in Egypt as it continues its
campaign of mass arrests and prosecutions targeting online content creators.
Between July and August 2025, at least 29 people, including one child, were
detained in relation to online content. Authorities rely on the Cybercrime Law
(Law No.175, Article 25), which imposes criminal liability for content deemed
offensive or immoral. The law is rather vague, giving authorities the freedom to
imprison voices that do not align with government policy, such as tattoo artists
and young influencers, on charges of ‘public morals’ and ‘undermining family
values’. 
One case is that of Nour Tufaha, a 16-year-old girl sentenced to two years in
prison for posting videos of herself dancing online, accused of ’promoting vice
and debauchery’.

On 24 September 2025, Ismail Alexandrani, an investigative journalist and
researcher, was arrested again. He was questioned about 17 Facebook posts on
his account, including posts denouncing the imprisonment of government critics
and other recent events in Egypt. This is not the first time Alexandrani has been
targeted for speaking up against human rights abuses in Egypt, having already
endured more than seven years in prison for his activism. 

However, there have also been some positive developments. On 23 September
2025, British-Egyptian writer and activist Alaa Abd El-Fattah was granted a
presidential pardon and released from prison. 

Moreover, on the 19th of September the RSF bombed the Al-Safiya mosque in
El-Fasher near the Abu Shouk camp, killing more than 70 civilians, including 11
children. Targeting civilian infrastructure, especially cultural property and
religious sites during busy holidays, violates international humanitarian and
human rights law. 
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Egypt

Right to Speak

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/09/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-urges-immediate-action-after-deadly-mosque
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Lebanon

Lebanon’s parliament has been considering reforms to its 2010 media law, long
used to silence journalists and activists. The proposed amendments, submitted in
May 2025, introduced a number of positive changes. However, in late August,
lawmakers proposed further amendments that risk undermining these changes.
Among the most concerning is the reintroduction of pre-trial detention for
vaguely defined ‘aggravated circumstances’, leaving broad discretion to punish
critical speech.  

Right to Participate
The right to participate is consecrated in Article 21 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR) “Everyone has the right to take part in the government
of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives”, and Article 25
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) “Every citizen
shall have the right and the opportunity… to take part in the conduct of public
affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives…”. Moreover, the
International Day of Democracy on September 15th reaffirmed the importance
of “shaping [...] societies through dialogue, participation, and trust” according to
the words of UN Secretary-general Antonio Guterres. This month's Human Rights
Monitor includes reports of obstacles and negative developments regarding the
right to participate across MENA countries such as Yemen and Morocco and
covers developments regarding the elections in Syria and Iraq.

IN SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE
STATUS WITH UN ECOSOC
HONORARY OF THE UN HUMAN
RIGHTS PRIZE 2023

He had spent six years in arbitrary detention after being arrested in 2021 for
sharing a Facebook post criticising the torture taking place in Egyptian prisons. In
July earlier this year, he was also removed from Egypt’s terrorism watchlist,
ending his five-year presence on it.

https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.un.org/en/observances/democracy-day
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Egypt

After the Egyptian House of Representatives proposed a Criminal Procedure
Code that the Egyptian parliament approved in December 2024, President Sisi
has, unexpectedly, chosen not to sign the bill. This decision was made after both
Egyptian and international civil society organisations had critiqued the draft law,
underlining its incompatibility with international human rights law. In his
statement explaining his decision, President Sisi cited a number of the same
concerns, including the warrantless searches of people’s homes, the decreased
rights of defendants, and its generally vague language. While it remains to be
seen whether the new draft will be in accordance with international human rights
standards, the refusal of President Sisi is a positive sign. 

A draft bill to replace the restrictive 2012 law on civil society and associations is
being considered in Algeria. Human rights organisations that reviewed it
collectively condemn the bill, stating it will not only enforce the existing
restrictions on civil society, but also introduce additional ones. While the bill has
not yet been proposed in parliament, its implementation would give the
government far-stretching power over associations creation, functioning,
financing, and activities.

The draft bill seems to be an attempt to only allow for associations that are
exactly in line with government policy, going against the very idea of civil
society. At the same time, the bill maintains current restrictive rules on
associations such as strict requirements for establishment and registration,
forbidding ties with political parties, and restricting foreign associations.
The draft bill has been written in a context of wider repression of civil society in
Algeria since the 2019 Hirak protests. In the beginning of August, the Algerian
authorities did not authorise a request to organise a pro-Palestinian protest in
Algiers, as this would go against national values or be “disruptive to public and
moral orders.” At the end of September, calls for a new protest in the spirit of
the 2019 Hirak movement appeared on social media channels. It remains to be
seen how the Algerian government will react to this expression of the right to
participate.

Algeria

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/23/egypt-president-rejects-flawed-criminal-code
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/20/egypts-catastrophic-draft-criminal-procedure-code
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/23/egypt-president-rejects-flawed-criminal-code
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/23/egypt-president-rejects-flawed-criminal-code
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-blocks-access-middle-east-eye-days-after-investigation-gaza-aid-drops
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/25/algeria-lift-undue-restrictions-on-associations
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/25/algeria-lift-undue-restrictions-on-associations
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/algeria
https://www.newarab.com/news/algeria-bans-gaza-protest-threatening-public-order
https://www.newarab.com/news/algeria-bans-gaza-protest-threatening-public-order
https://www.newarab.com/news/algeria-bans-gaza-protest-threatening-public-order
https://barlamantoday.com/2025/09/30/algerian-genz213-youth-movement-plans-major-protests-on-october-3/


In the lead-up to the Iraqi parliamentary elections on November 11, Iraq’s High
Electoral Commission (IHEC) has reportedly disqualified over 700 candidates,
about 10% of the total number of candidates. IHEC has said that the exclusions
are due to the candidates possessing criminal records or their failure to meet
requirements for participating in the elections, but also that they can be
appealed. Some critics have said that the process lacks transparency, while
others have claimed that this move is politically motivated, which was denied by
IHEC. However, at the moment it is too early to tell if this move is in accordance
with human rights law or not. With the start of the campaigning period coming up
and the elections approaching, the HRM will continue to report on the Iraqi
parliamentary elections, focusing on transparency and the legality of all steps
undertaken by the electoral bodies. 

According to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights through its Report of
the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review regarding Iraq
(A/HRC/59/14), restrictions on candidacy are not inherently inconsistent with
international norms, but they must be lawful, necessary, proportionate, and non-
discriminatory. The report stresses that large-scale or opaque disqualifications
can weaken pluralism, deny the right to participate and erode public trust,
particularly in fragile political environments such as Iraq’s. To safeguard electoral
integrity, disqualification decisions should be based on clear legal criteria,
applied equally across all candidates, and accompanied by transparent
reasoning.

Meanwhile at the end of the month, Egypt, partnering with the European Union
and others, inaugurated a new fund meant to enable and support civil society
organisations and initiatives. Government officials said this moment would mark a
moment which would “redefine the role of civil society as an authentic partner
in development.” In the context of Egypt’s general restrictive laws and
repression of independent civil society, this announcement should be viewed
with a healthy dose of scepticism. In practice these are some tentatively positive
signs regarding the rights of civil society in Egypt, it remains now to see how
they translate to the reality on the ground. 
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Iraq

https://amwaj.media/en/media-monitor/will-unprecedented-disqualification-of-candidates-kill-iraq-s-elections
https://www.shafaq.com/en/Iraq/IHEC-disqualifies-candidates-ahead-of-parliamentary-elections
https://thenewregion.com/posts/2939/experts-analyze-ihec-exclusion-of-electoral-candidates-offer-four-scenarios
https://www.shafaq.com/en/Iraq/IHEC-rejects-political-motives-in-candidate-disqualification
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/09/29/egypt-launches-eu-backed-fund-to-support-civil-society-projects/
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/09/29/egypt-launches-eu-backed-fund-to-support-civil-society-projects/
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/09/29/egypt-launches-eu-backed-fund-to-support-civil-society-projects/
https://www.icnl.org/resources/civic-freedom-monitor/egypt
https://www.icnl.org/resources/civic-freedom-monitor/egypt


In late September massive protests occurred in several cities of Morocco, led by
young people denouncing “the government’s misplaced priorities” according to
AP News. The demonstrators protested the government’s massive investments
into sporting events, such as the Africa Cup of Nations and the 2030 FIFA World
Cup, all while neglecting failing civil and medical infrastructures. As a result of
these policies Morocco encounters health and education development issues: in
2023, according to the World Health Organization, the country had only 7.7
medical professionals per 10,000 inhabitants and far fewer in certain regions,
way below the recommended 25 per 10,000. The recent death of 8 women in
hospital during child labour also contributed to the tense atmosphere that
resulted in the demonstrations. 

The “Gen Z protest”, a name coined due to the young age of the demonstrators,
ended up going beyond just asking for healthcare and education reforms,
demanding a global reform of the economical system through higher salaries
and job opportunities. According to the national statistics agency, Morocco's
unemployment rate stands at 12.8%, with youth unemployment reaching 35.8%. 

The government crackdown on the peaceful protests was violent, with over 200
people arrested and three deaths. According to the Moroccan Association for
Human Rights, this is a “restriction of the right to freedom of expression” and
more broadly a restriction to the right to participate in the political life of the
country. The violent response from the security forces is a tool of oppression,
used to discourage dissent and future participation in protests.
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Morocco 

The UN also underlines the importance of effective, independent appeals, noting
that the right to contest such decisions is necessary to prevent arbitrary or
politically motivated exclusions. Document Viewer

https://apnews.com/article/morocco-protests-youth-corruption-912ca1a9dbc42e6d3d2f8a1067eb12f9
https://apnews.com/article/morocco-protests-youth-corruption-912ca1a9dbc42e6d3d2f8a1067eb12f9
https://apnews.com/article/morocco-protests-youth-corruption-912ca1a9dbc42e6d3d2f8a1067eb12f9
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/09/258645/protests-in-agadir-after-rising-maternal-deaths-at-hassan-ii-hospital/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2025/09/258645/protests-in-agadir-after-rising-maternal-deaths-at-hassan-ii-hospital/
https://apnews.com/article/morocco-protests-youth-corruption-912ca1a9dbc42e6d3d2f8a1067eb12f9
https://www.reuters.com/world/morocco-squashes-youth-led-protesters-over-health-education-2025-09-30/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/29/gen-z-protesters-rally-across-morocco-demanding-health-education-reforms
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/29/gen-z-protesters-rally-across-morocco-demanding-health-education-reforms
https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/59/14


Parliamentary elections

Following the ousting of Bashar Al-Assad and part of the 5-year long transitional
phase and the new constitution, HTS has planned parliamentary elections for
September 15th-20th. The parliamentary elections will elect representatives for
140 out of a total of 210 seats in Syria’s People’s Assembly. The other 70 seats
will be appointed by interim-President Ahmed al-Sharaa. 

The parliament will be tasked with writing a new constitution, overhauling the
outdated and pro-regime laws in Syria, and preparing for the next elections. Due
to demographic, security, and logistical challenges, the election will not be
through popular vote. Instead electoral subcommittees will elect parliament
members from previously established electoral colleges, which are supposed to
consist of ‘community leaders’, and have been formed through consultations with
the local communities. The government issued a number of requirements for the
electoral colleges, namely that at least 20% should be women and at least 3%
should be people with disabilities. Additionally, the subcommittees are required
to take into account the diversity of Syrian society, and include representation of
displaced persons, the families of martyrs, and detention survivors. Though not a
popular vote, every citizen has the right to challenge another person’s eligibility.

Concerns

While most Syrians seem positive about the elections and there is a general
consensus that a closed election is the most suitable alternative to a popular
vote, which is not yet feasible, there are still a number of concerns. First of all,
the distribution of seats in parliament will be based on the most recent
population census, which dates back to 2010. As millions of people have been
killed and displaced during the civil war, there are worries about the accuracy of
the distribution. Meanwhile, religious and ethnic minorities continue to be
worried about their position and rights in this ‘new’ Syria. Pro-Kurdish media
criticised the elections, claiming they are taking place through unclear
mechanisms and will serve to consolidate the power of HTS rather than
strengthen democracy.
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Syria

https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/b0004kv0
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2025/0916/syria-election-parliament-democracy-assad
https://www.enabbaladi.net/772449/%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7/
https://www.enabbaladi.net/772449/%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A9-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7/
https://www.arab-reform.net/publication/syrias-parliamentary-elections-explained-six-key-issues-to-watch/
https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/b0004kv0
https://alyaumtv.net/%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5/


Indeed, there are no quotas for the number of candidates from ethnic and
religious minorities. Moreover, elections in Suwayda, which is controlled by Druze
separatists, and Hasakah and Raqqa, which are controlled by a Kurdish
administration, have been postponed due to “insecurity and political gridlock”. In
the meantime, these seats will either remain empty or be appointed by al-Sharaa. 

There are also worries about the criteria for the electoral committees, as it is
not clear if the requirements for women and people with disabilities are only
relevant to the electoral committees or also for the parliament. Additionally,
candidates are not allowed to have been former supporters of Assad or terrorist
organisations, and are not allowed to have called for secession or partition,
which is particularly relevant to the ethnic and religious minorities, such as the
Druze and the Kurdish. Lastly, as Sharaa will personally appoint a third of the
people in parliament, and elected the 11-member Supreme Committee for the
parliamentary election which appointed the electoral subcommittees, it can be
questioned how fair the elections will actually be. Nevertheless, the government
never claimed that these elections would be democratic or representative,
instead, it is putting together a government made up of technocrats and
academics in order to facilitate Syria’s transition into a democracy.

Elections slightly postponed 

While initially planned for September 15-20, the elections were postponed until
the 5th of October. The delay was due to the large number of applications the
Supreme Committee received for the electoral colleges, for which the deadline
was on the 11th of September. Following the review of the applications, Syrians
have 3 days to appeal against individuals to impede them from becoming part of
the electoral colleges. As the election date is approaching, it remains to be seen
what the elections will bring Syria’s citizens, but many are hopeful. In the
upcoming Human Rights Monitor, special attention will be paid to transparency
of, and how pluralism is accounted for in the elections and parliament.
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https://www.chathamhouse.org/2025/09/syrias-parliamentary-elections-turning-point-or-another-top-down-exercise
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/b0004kv0
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.syriaintransition.com/proxyvote
https://www.syriaintransition.com/proxyvote
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://ultraalgeria.ultrasawt.com/%D9%85%D9%86-5-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%B0%D8%A7%D9%8B-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%B6-%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A6%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%81/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1/%D8%A3%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://monitoring.bbc.co.uk/product/b0004lr7


In Yemen, the Houthis, also known as Ansar Allah, have been fighting the regime
forces for over a decade. This month, they escalated restrictions on civil and
political participation by arresting at least 19 United Nations staff in raids on UN
offices in Sanaa and other areas. Carried out without due process or access to
lawyers, these arrests severely restrict humanitarian workers ability to operate
freely and provide effective assistance to people in need, as well as silences
important voices that raise awareness about the devastating conflict. According
to Amnesty International, more than 50 UN and civil society workers have been
detained by Houthi authorities since May 2024, often on bogus allegations of
espionage. This recurring theme has forced the United Nations to suspend its
activities in parts of Yemen, not only severely diminishing humanitarian
operations but also diminishing the civic space for Yemenis to engage with
international institutions and participate in public life. The UN Security Council
and Secretary-General António Guterres condemned these detentions,
highlighting that such actions erode international cooperation and deny Yemenis
their right to participate in, and benefit from humanitarian assistance. According
to Human Rights Watch these arrests reflect a broader strategy of repression by
the Houthis, describing the repression of political and civic space as ‘security
measures’. 

As a result, cracking down on humanitarian workers not only harms the detained
staff and their families but also widens the marginalization of Yemeni society
that loses avenues to participate in international, political, and civic processes.
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Yemen

Further Reading 

On September 11th, ACHRS interns Julia and Alexia remotely attended the launch
of the Global State of Democracy 2025 Report by International IDEA. During the
launch, the speakers highlighted that for the 9th consecutive year, more
countries declined regarding democracy than improved. In order to learn more
about the most important take-aways of the report, and to read the summaries
for the Maghreb and Mashreq countries, read the statement that was published
on the website.

https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/09/1165753?_gl=1*1pim649*_ga*NjgwODgwNjAwLjE2OTgwNzYwNzc.*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*czE3NTk0NDM5NTMkbzEzNiRnMSR0MTc1OTQ0NDA2NSRqMjUkbDAkaDA.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/08/new-houthi-arrests-of-un-staff?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/yemen-a-year-on-huthis-should-free-un-civil-society-staff/#:~:text=Huthi%20de%20facto%20authorities%20should%20immediately%20and%20unconditionally,Amnesty%20International%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Watch%20said%20today.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/yemen-a-year-on-huthis-should-free-un-civil-society-staff/#:~:text=Huthi%20de%20facto%20authorities%20should%20immediately%20and%20unconditionally,Amnesty%20International%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Watch%20said%20today.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/yemen-a-year-on-huthis-should-free-un-civil-society-staff/#:~:text=Huthi%20de%20facto%20authorities%20should%20immediately%20and%20unconditionally,Amnesty%20International%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Watch%20said%20today.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/05/yemen-a-year-on-huthis-should-free-un-civil-society-staff/#:~:text=Huthi%20de%20facto%20authorities%20should%20immediately%20and%20unconditionally,Amnesty%20International%20and%20Human%20Rights%20Watch%20said%20today.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/09/1165753?_gl=1*1pim649*_ga*NjgwODgwNjAwLjE2OTgwNzYwNzc.*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*czE3NTk0NDM5NTMkbzEzNiRnMSR0MTc1OTQ0NDA2NSRqMjUkbDAkaDA.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/08/new-houthi-arrests-of-un-staff
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/09/08/new-houthi-arrests-of-un-staff
https://www.idea.int/sites/default/files/2025-09/global-state-of-democracy-2025-democracy-on-the-move_0.pdf
https://achrs.org/english/2025/09/30/6913/


In recent months, the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies added “Youth
rights” as its seventh priority. Therefore, this new priority aims at highlighting
youth participation in the public debate in order to define adequate and inclusive
politics for future generations. To put youth rights into light,  #YouthLeadFestival
was organized by the United Nations Youth Office and took place from 20 to 29
September 2025, marking the 80th session of the UN General Assembly and the
30th anniversary of the World Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY30). Its
objective is to celebrate achievements in youth rights and especially
participation, identifying ongoing challenges, and defining new paths to
strengthen meaningful youth engagement in decision-making processes.
Through the organization of roundtables and other events, the global objective is
to establish a dialogue and find sustainable ways to empower the youth. For the
MENA region, the Festival holds particular significance. With one of the world’s
youngest populations, MENA countries face strong demands for broader youth
participation in governance, public life, and civic spaces. By feeding into the
High-Level Meeting, MENA countries’ youth voices could help shape UN
recommendations and potentially influence national and regional policies. While
the Festival strengthens visibility and recognition of youth participation rights, its
impact depends on how governments and institutions respond to youth inputs,
and whether commitments translate into practical reforms in law, governance,
and civic inclusion. 
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Libya continues to grapple with one of the highest global youth unemployment
rates, reaching 49.5% in 2024. This persistent youth unemployment crisis is a
significant violation of the United Nations' recognition of the right to work for
youth. The underlying causes are multifaceted, encompassing economic
instability, political fragmentation, and a lack of diversified economic
opportunities. 

 

 

Libya

#YouthLead Festival

https://achrs.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Statement-by-ACHRS-on-the-Occasion-of-International-Youth-Day.pdf
https://achrs.org/english/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Statement-by-ACHRS-on-the-Occasion-of-International-Youth-Day.pdf
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-festival
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-festival
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-festival
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-festival
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-festival
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/sites/default/files/2025-08/Guidance%20Note_YouthLead%28ership%29%20Roundtables.pdf
https://www.un.org/youthaffairs/en/youthlead-dialogues
https://mena.iom.int/youth-empowerment?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mena.iom.int/youth-empowerment?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/lby/libya/youth-unemployment-rate


Libya's economy is still largely dependent on the oil sector which has suffered
disruptions and fluctuations due to the ongoing conflict and political instability.
This dependence has limited the growth of other sectors that could help mitigate
the youth labor force growth. Simultaneously, the public sector, which has
traditionally been the largest employer, has a labour surplus. Meanwhile, the
informal sector does not have the capacity to provide decent and stable
employment opportunities. 

Libya's educational organizations struggle to match its curriculum to labor
market requirements. Many graduates leave the system with qualifications that
do not meet employer skill needs, creating a skills mismatch and as a result,
unemployment. Moreover, personal connections and nepotism are still prevalent
in Libya, undermining merit-based employment in Libya.

The socio-economic consequences of youth unemployment are significant. It
limits young peoples' ability to be financially self-sufficient, to be fully engaged in
all aspects of society, and to be responsible and productive partners in the
country’s development. In addition, limited work opportunity is a source of
widespread disillusionment, and can be a precursor to protests and social
unrest happening across the country.

Various international organizations recognize the need to transform youth
unemployment. The United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) has
initiated programs designed to increase youth agency and involvement in
decision making processes. The goal of these programs is to create
opportunities for youths to express their concerns and inform policy, building
their agency and sense of inclusion. Furthermore, UNICEF has conducted studies
to assess the employability of youth and adolescents in Libya. By identifying key
barriers to employment and recommending strategies to enhance skills
development and vocational training, it can give young individuals the necessary
tools to navigate the labor market successfully. 
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https://www.borgenmagazine.com/unemployment-in-libya/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240208-libya-has-no-place-for-its-young/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240208-libya-has-no-place-for-its-young/
https://www.unicef.org/mena/media/23501/file/youth%20employability%20study%20final%20report%20sept%20kfw%20eu-op-03.pdf


Tunisia also experiences an extremely high youth unemployment level, near
40.1% in 2024. This durable challenge presents serious barriers to achieving
youth rights, especially the right to earn a living. The causes behind youth
unemployment in Tunisia are a complex and multifaceted mix of economic,
educational, and social factors. 

Tunisia continues to encounter hurdles in developing an economy beyond the
traditional sectors of agriculture and tourism. Structural constraints, like low
productivity and innovation, hinder job creation. These constraints limit the
economy’s ability to broaden the number of youth entrants into the private
sector, leading to increased competition for fixed contracts.
Similar to Libya, Tunisian educational institutions also face challenges in bridging
the skill gap between youths skills and labour market needs. Additionally, rural
and urban youth face significant disparities in opportunities, as young people in
rural areas have a considerably more difficult path toward employment. 

The consequences of youth unemployment in Tunisia are complex and far-
reaching. Having to consistently deal with extended periods of unemployment or
underemployment, limits young people’s capacity to acquire job experience and
attain financial independence. Such instability might result in delayed life
transitions such as living independently or establishing a business. Moreover, the
lack of opportunities for economic engagement reduces youth participation in
useful roles in society, causing frustration and disillusion with the political and
economical system. Over time, these detrimental and extensive implications can
result in sluggish economic growth, regional economic disparity, and an inability
of Tunisian youth to play active roles as contributors in their economic evolution.

Efforts to address youth unemployment in Tunisia have involved significant
support from international organizations, targeting both skills development and
access to economic opportunities. The United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) has implemented programs that provide vocational training, mentorship,
and access to microfinance, allowing young people to develop entrepreneurial
skills and pursue self-employment. 
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 Tunisia

https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/countries/tun/tunisia/youth-unemployment-rate
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/tunisia/publication/tunisia-breaking-the-barriers-to-youth-inclusion
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/youth-unemployment-rate-ages-15-24/country-comparison/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/youth-unemployment-rate-ages-15-24/country-comparison/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/youth-unemployment-rate-ages-15-24/country-comparison/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/field/youth-unemployment-rate-ages-15-24/country-comparison/
https://mptf.undp.org/news/tunisian-government-and-united-nations-launch-fund-youth-and-employment-tunisia
https://mptf.undp.org/news/tunisian-government-and-united-nations-launch-fund-youth-and-employment-tunisia
https://mptf.undp.org/news/tunisian-government-and-united-nations-launch-fund-youth-and-employment-tunisia


These initiatives aim not only to reduce unemployment but also empower youth
to participate more actively in Tunisia’s socio-economic development. 

Complementing these efforts, the International Labour Organization (ILO) has
partnered with the Tunisian government to strengthen labor market structures
and promote decent work for youth. Key interventions include upgrading
information systems that connect job seekers with available opportunities,
reforming vocational training programs to match employer needs, and promoting
the rights of young workers in both the public and private sector. These
coordinated strategies are positive steps towards tackling the structural
challenges that young people face today in Tunisia’s labor market.
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Jordan

Jordan faces one of the highest rates of youth unemployment in the world,
reaching 39.2% in 2023. The causes are many, rooted in economic stagnation,
cultural labor preferences, skill mismatches, and limited opportunities for
meaningful youth participation. As a result the Jordanian youth face a serious
lack of meritocratic opportunities, representing a major violation of their right to
work. 

Similar to Libya and Tunisia, the skills mismatch between education and the labor
market is significant. Many university graduates struggle to find jobs, showing
that a degree does not always guarantee employment. This is particularly the
case in overcrowded fields such as engineering and medicine. 

Jordanian culture also plays a role in exacerbating the unemployment issues
facing the country. The “wasta” culture, relying on personal connections and
nepotism for employment, undermines fair and qualification-based employment,
disproportionately affecting educated but poor youth. Furthermore, gender
inequality exacerbates these challenges. Young women often encounter social
constraints around travel, safety, and acceptable job roles, which limit their
opportunities and contribute to some of the lowest female labor force
participation rates in the world. These challenges end up having more than
simply economic consequences for Jordanian youth, also profoundly impacting
social life especially in terms of marriage and family formation. 

https://www.ilo.org/projects-and-partnerships/projects/jeun%E2%80%99ess-promotion-social-and-solidarity-economy-and-creation-decent-jobs
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.NE.ZS?locations=JO&most_recent_year_desc=false
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.NE.ZS?locations=JO&most_recent_year_desc=false


Jordanian culture also plays a role in exacerbating the unemployment issues
facing the country. The “wasta” culture, relying on personal connections and
nepotism for employment, undermines fair and qualification-based employment,
disproportionately affecting educated but poor youth. Furthermore, gender
inequality exacerbates these challenges. Young women often encounter social
constraints around travel, safety, and acceptable job roles, which limit their
opportunities and contribute to some of the lowest female labor force
participation rates in the world. These challenges end up having more than
simply economic consequences for Jordanian youth, also profoundly impacting
social life especially in terms of marriage and family formation. 

In Jordan, where cultural norms place a high value on early marriage and
financial stability, youth unemployment creates notable barriers to marriage.
Many young men struggle to afford the costs of marriage, like housing, dowries,
and family responsibilities, while young women face pressure to delay marriage
until a partner with stable income can be found. As a consequence, there has
been an increase in rates of delayed marriage, with some choosing to remain
unmarried due to prolonged financial insecurity. However, for those who do
marry, unstable employment and economic hardship contribute to growing
marital stress and a noticeable increase in divorce rates. The lack of financial
stability leads to recurring clashes between couples over basic living expenses
and over their dependency on extended families and each other. 

So, youth unemployment in the labor market not only violates the right to work
but also undermines the right to family life, weakens social cohesion, and places
additional stress on Jordan’s social fabric. These challenges not only weaken
youth rights at the national level but also violate Jordan’s obligations under
international law, particularly Article 23 of the UDHR and Articles 6 and 7 of the
ICESCR, which guarantee the right to work, non-discrimination, and fair
employment opportunities. 
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https://jordantimes.com/news/local/sharia-court-says-divorce-rate-drops-3rd-consecutive-year?utm
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights#:~:text=Article%2023,equal%20pay%20for%20equal%20work.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights


Syria is experiencing a deep employment and social stability crisis, amounting
to a serious and systemic violation of young people’s fundamental right to work.
The unemployment among youth is extremely high, around 75% in many areas,
with young women being the most affected. In Syria the roots of the problem lie
in protracted conflict, economic collapse, forced displacement, demolished
infrastructure (including schools and markets), and limited or unsafe
opportunities for youth participation. 

The barriers to employment are many and multifaceted: disrupted schooling and
skill training which worsens the already existing skills mismatch, gender
discrimination, and heavy reliance on informal and unstable work. As formal or
merit-based hiring is severely limited in conflict zones, for many, especially
displaced youth, having ‘connections’ again becomes the de facto route to work. 
 This economic distress and instability directly affect marriage and family life.
Rates of child marriage surged only a few years into the conflict, reportedly rising
among female minors from about 7% in 2011 to around 30% by 2015, with many
cases unregistered. Displaced families sometimes see early marriage as the
answer to severe financial pressure, either to reduce economic burden or to
‘protect’ daughters in insecure environments. For adults that do marry, the stress
of poverty, disrupted income, displacement, and reduced access to services can
lead to conflict and higher risks of divorce, though reliable statistics on this
throughout the war in Syria are difficult to come by.

These combined issues mean that youth unemployment in Syria not only violates
the right to work but also deeply undermines the right to family life, social
stability, and the dignity of young people. These challenges not only weaken
youth rights at the national level but also place Syria in violation of its
international obligations, particularly Article 23 of the UDHR and Articles 6 and 7
of the ICESCR, which guarantee the right to work and fair employment.
Furthermore, the persistence of child marriage and gender inequality contradicts
Syria’s commitments under the CRC and CEDAW.
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https://www.unicef.org/syria/media/14316/file/Syria-humanitarian-response-snapshot-adap-Jan-Oct-2023.pdf


As of September 2025, the state of women’s rights in the Middle East presents a
stark contrast between official reform narratives and the lived realities on the
ground. In Saudi Arabia, nominal legal reforms are undermined by persistent
restrictions on women activists, including long-term travel bans and
imprisonment. 

Meanwhile, in Gaza, women face catastrophic violations of fundamental human
rights amid ongoing conflict: over one million women and girls experience severe
malnutrition, lack of access to clean water, and widespread violence, while
essential services are disrupted and critical women’s organizations have been
directly targeted by airstrikes. These developments expose the deep disjunction
between government commitments to reform and the urgent humanitarian and
rights-based needs of women in the region.

A recent report by Equality Now, titled “In search of Justice: rape laws in the
Arab States,” provides in-depth research on the current state of legislation
regarding rape and sexual assault. The findings highlight significant gaps in
protection and accountability, underscoring the pressing need for systemic
change across the region. By comparing definitions, evidentiary requirements,
and protections across 22 countries, the study highlights the persistent gaps
between international human rights standards and domestic legal frameworks. It
places particular emphasis on issues of consent, the widespread absence of
legal recognition of marital rape, and discriminatory provisions that continue to
obstruct justice for survivors.

Together, these developments reveal the urgent need for sustained international
attention and intervention to advance and protect women’s rights in the region.
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According to Equality Now’s research, Egypt’s Penal Code on rape and sexual
assault, particularly its framing of these crimes as dependent on consent,
represents “a step forward in comparison with many regional jurisdictions” In
theory, consent is placed at the forefront of the law. In practice, however, judicial
rulings often hinge on the presence of physical evidence.

Egypt

https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf
https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf
https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf
https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf
https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf


 

This overreliance on material proof “reflects a deep-rooted patriarchal mindset”
and contributes to the underreporting of sexual assault and rape cases. The gap
highlights how the effectiveness of legal protections depends not only on what is
written in law but also on how it is applied in practice.
Although digital initiatives such as @assaultpolice, #MeToo, and i-saw-
harassment have helped raise awareness of sexual violence, particularly since
2011 (p.40) public confidence in Egypt’s legal system remains low. Studies show
that nearly two-thirds of women are unaware of the national anti-violence
hotline, while four in five express doubts about the law’s ability to deliver justice.

In response to the justice system’s shortcomings, civil society organizations play
a pivotal role in supporting survivors. Groups such as Nazra for Feminist Studies
and the Edraak Foundation not only provide legal assistance in individual cases
but also advocate for systemic reform. The Edraak Foundation, for example,
publishes reports and statistics that bring attention to femicides in Egypt (see
report: https://edraak-eg.org/en/elmarsd/violence-against-women-and-girls-
observatory-report-2023/). Nonetheless, the work of these organizations is
heavily restricted, both by law and security force oversight, according to Human
Rights Watch.

In summary, ​​while Egypt’s legal framework shows signs of progress by centering
consent in its definition of rape, reliance on physical evidence and entrenched
patriarchal attitudes continue to limit access to justice. Civil society and digital
initiatives play a vital role in addressing these gaps, though their efforts remain
constrained by restrictive state measures.
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Lebanon

Lebanon’s Penal Code does not criminalize marital rape, affirming instead a
husband’s right to sexual intercourse. Although Law No. 293/2014 on domestic
violence introduced some protections, allowing wives to sue for physical harm
endured linked to unwanted sex, the effectiveness of this law is limited. Rape
cases are often judged as misdemeanours, and protection orders are either slow
or ineffective. Social stigma and women’s economic dependency on their
husbands also means that often women are afraid or can’t afford to get justice.

https://nazra.org/en
https://edraak-eg.org/en/home/
https://edraak-eg.org/en/elmarsd/violence-against-women-and-girls-observatory-report-2023/
https://edraak-eg.org/en/elmarsd/violence-against-women-and-girls-observatory-report-2023/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/15/human-rights-watch-submission-universal-periodic-review-egypt#_ftn22
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/15/human-rights-watch-submission-universal-periodic-review-egypt#_ftn22
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/15/human-rights-watch-submission-universal-periodic-review-egypt#_ftn22
https://equalitynow.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/In-Search-of-Justice-Equality-Now-2025-ENG-Full.pdf


 

Separately, Lebanon repealed Article 522 in 2017, which had allowed rapists to
escape punishment by marrying their victims. However, Article 505 still provides
a loophole by permitting perpetrators to avoid penalties if they marry victims
aged 15–18, perpetuating impunity for sexual violence.

The threat to women’s lives and status in society in Lebanon has been rising due
to Israeli strikes. According to Lebanon’s Health Ministry, between October
2023 and the November 27, 2024 ceasefire, Israeli strikes killed over 3,961
people in Lebanon, including 736 Women. The war severely affected women
and girls, who made up 69% of the 900,000 displaced. Many women also became
the primary source of income in their families due to the loss or displacement of
male family members, facing limited livelihood opportunities and challenges
accessing aid, all while coping with increased physical and mental hardships.
However, despite economic and security risks in overcrowded shelters, women
showed resilience by leading initiatives like meal distribution.
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Palestine

As the genocide in Gaza continues, women’s most fundamental human rights are
being systematically violated.

At a UN meeting on women’s empowerment in September 2025, speakers
detailed the extreme conditions faced by Palestinian women: cesarean
operations carried out without anesthesia, malnourished mothers unable to
breastfeed, and infants pushed to the edge of famine. Queen Rania of Jordan
warned that women’s life expectancy in Gaza has been cut by thirty years,
highlighting the devastating long-term impact of the war. With the Red Cross
forced to suspend operations in Gaza City, tens of thousands are left without
access to essential aid. 
As of September 2025, the humanitarian crisis in Gaza has intensified,
disproportionately impacting women and girls. Over one million women and
girls face acute risks from malnutrition, lack of access to clean water, and
widespread violence. Essential services, including healthcare and sanitation,
remain severely disrupted, leaving women unable to meet basic needs such as
menstrual hygiene management. 

https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/lebanon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/lebanon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/lebanon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2025/country-chapters/lebanon
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/2616338/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/2616338/middle-east
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/feature-story/2025/09/what-it-means-to-be-a-woman-in-gaza-today
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/feature-story/2025/09/what-it-means-to-be-a-woman-in-gaza-today


In recent years, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has emphasized its commitment to
advancing human rights, particularly through the work of the Saudi Human
Rights Commission (SHRC). The commission highlights a series of reforms
concerning women’s rights as evidence of progress. However, according to many
independent sources, the reality on the ground has seen little change. While
some female prisoners have been released and certain sentences reduced,
these steps are overshadowed by new restrictions that undermine the broader
reform narrative. Most prisoners of conscience who remain in detention continue
to face lengthy court-ordered travel bans, often lasting as long as their original
prison terms.

The case of Manahel al-Otaibi illustrates this contradiction. Al-Otaibi, a women’s
rights activist, was initially sentenced to eleven years in prison for social media
posts advocating greater freedoms for women. She soon disappeared with the
Saudi authorities refusing to provide any information about her whereabouts, and
although The Specialized Criminal Court (SCC) overturned her original
sentence on 21 August 2025, it replaced it with an equally damning five-year
prison term and an additional five-year travel ban. Her case underscores how
supposed reforms are consistently undercut by punitive measures that silence
peaceful dissent and restrict basic freedoms.

This pattern extends beyond Al-Otaibi. Several prominent women’s rights
activists, including Loujain al-Hathloul, Iman al-Nafjan, Samar Badawi, and
Nassima al-Sada, remain subject to severe restrictions even after their release,
most notably long-term travel bans that curtail their freedom of movement and
ability to continue their advocacy

 

This month, UN Women’s long-term partner and one of Gaza’s leading women’s
organizations, the Association for Women and Child Protection (AISHA), was
struck by an Israeli airstrike, further endangering women and children relying on
its support. These alarming developments underscore the urgent need for
immediate international intervention to protect women’s rights and provide
lifesaving assistance.
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Saudi Arabia

https://www.hrc.gov.sa/website/about-us?lang=en
https://www.hrc.gov.sa/website/about-us?lang=en
https://menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/02/saudi-arabia-woman-unjustly-convicted-for-social-media-posts-about-womens-rights-forcibly-disappeared/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/02/saudi-arabia-woman-unjustly-convicted-for-social-media-posts-about-womens-rights-forcibly-disappeared/
https://alqst.org/en/politicalprisoners/manahel-al-otaibi
https://alqst.org/en/politicalprisoners/manahel-al-otaibi
https://alqst.org/en/politicalprisoners/manahel-al-otaibi
https://amnesty.ca/activism-guide/saudi-arabia-release-women-human-rights-defenders-now/
https://amnesty.ca/activism-guide/saudi-arabia-release-women-human-rights-defenders-now/
https://amnesty.ca/activism-guide/saudi-arabia-release-women-human-rights-defenders-now/
https://aisha.ps/en
https://aisha.ps/en
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