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I N T R O D U C T I O N

As of December 2024, Sudan is grappling with one of the most severe humanitarian

crises in modern history. 

The war has devastated over 25.6 million people—more than half the population—

including 14 million children facing extreme starvation. Several regions, such as North

Darfur, have descended into famine, reaching IPC Phase 5, the highest level of food

insecurity. The UN has described this as the largest hunger crisis ever recorded in a

single country, with over one-fifth of the population in famine-stricken areas suffering

from starvation, malnutrition, and death. Malnutrition among young children is

particularly dire, with over 3.1 million children under five suffering from severe acute

malnutrition, a condition with a mortality rate of up to 50% if untreated. UNICEF

reports that a child dies every five minutes in Sudan’s conflict zones due to starvation

or related complications. The destruction of supply chains and the scarcity of resources

have exacerbated the crisis, leaving humanitarian organizations struggling to meet the

overwhelming need.  

The conflict, now in its 20th month, is among the deadliest in the world, ranking fourth

according to ACLED. Documented fatalities have surpassed 29,600, though estimates

suggest a death toll exceeding 150,000. Civilians endure relentless targeted violence,

widespread displacement, and grave violations of international law. Over 8.6 million

people have been displaced internally, while more than 3.1 million have fled to

neighboring countries like Chad, South Sudan, and Egypt. This mass exodus has

overwhelmed regional resources and infrastructure, creating one of the world’s most

pressing refugee crises and leaving millions without adequate shelter or support.  

Compounding the humanitarian catastrophe, foreign intervention remains a significant

obstacle to peace in Sudan. In recent months, Sudan's military regime, led by newly

appointed Foreign Minister Ali Youssfi, has sought to deepen ties with global powers,

meeting separately with Russian and Iranian ambassadors to strengthen cooperation.

Meanwhile, Egypt has openly supported the regime, with Egyptian Foreign Minister

Abdel-Aty visiting Port Sudan to affirm this stance on behalf of President Al-Sisi.

Sudan’s resource wealth continues to attract foreign powers, whose involvement

exacerbates the conflict and hinders efforts to achieve a peaceful resolution. The

intersection of a worsening humanitarian crisis, escalating violence, and foreign

meddling has left Sudan at a critical juncture, with millions of lives hanging in the

balance.
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Amid the ongoing Civil War, serious human rights abuses have been reported. This

section will examine human rights violations across various contexts.

The first subsection will focus on the systemic weaponization of malnutrition and

starvation as tactics for targeting specific ethnic groups. The next will address sexual

and gender-based violence against women in the region. Additionally, the report will

investigate instances of mass killings and the indiscriminate targeting of civilian

infrastructure, as documented by experts and journalists. A subsection will also

highlight the disproportionate impact of the conflict on children. Finally, the last

subsection will analyze how these violations have led to a mass displacement crisis,

setting the stage for the next chapter of the report, which will cover the ensuing

refugee crisis.

Weaponization of Starvation

As of December 2024, 25.6 million people—over half of Sudan's population—are

affected by the war. Among them, 14 million children are living under extreme

starvation conditions. According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification

(IPC), several regions in Sudan, including North Darfur, have reached Phase 5—the

highest level of food insecurity, indicative of famine. In these areas, over one-fifth of

the population faces starvation, malnutrition, and death. The situation is so dire that

experts from the United Nations Human Rights Council stated in October 2024 that

never in modern history has so many people faced starvation in a single country. The

Zamzam camp, located in North Darfur, is one of the most affected, with access to

humanitarian aid severely restricted due to ongoing military actions by both the SAF

and RSF.

The Sudanese government rejected a United Nations-backed report by the Integrated

Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) that declared famine conditions in five

regions of the country. The IPC report, which warned that 638,000 people were facing

famine and an additional 8.1 million were at risk of starvation, was met with strong

opposition from Sudan's foreign ministry. The government accused the IPC of failing in

its transparency and review process, claiming that the assessment was speculative

and that field data was outdated and lacked consultation with government officials. 

The weaponization of starvation in Sudan involves systematic actions to block and

destroy food supplies, prevent the delivery of humanitarian aid, and deny civilians

access to food and essential resources. 

https://euromedmonitor.org/en/article/6574/Sudan:-2024,-a-deadly-year-amid-complete-international-impunity
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/12/30/weaponisation-of-starvation-the-failing-of-international-humanitarian-law-in-sudans-war/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/12/30/weaponisation-of-starvation-the-failing-of-international-humanitarian-law-in-sudans-war/
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/IPC_Famine_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/sudan-faces-one-worst-famines-decades-warn-un-experts#:~:text=GENEVA%20(17%20October%202024)%20%E2%80%93,25%20million%20civilians%20in%20the
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/12/1157726#:~:text=Already%20grappling%20with%20a%20months,has%20been%20declared%20this%20year.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20241229-sudan-government-rejects-un-backed-famine-declaration
https://www.wfp.org/news/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas#:~:text=More%20than%2024.6%20million%20people,IPC%20Phase%205%20(Catastrophe.)
https://sudanwarmonitor.com/p/uk-100-famine-deaths-per-day-in-sudan?utm_source=publication-search
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Both the SAF and RSF have engaged in this practice, despite its clear

violation of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), specifically the

Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols, which prohibit the use

of starvation as a method of warfare. These conventions require parties

to allow civilians to receive indispensable supplies and facilitate

humanitarian assistance.

However, both factions have intentionally obstructed food and aid distribution,

thereby violating these fundamental principles of IHL.

The magnitude of the crisis is reflected in the United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) report, which predicts that between

December 2024 and May 2025, the famine conditions are expected to spread to an

additional five regions in North Darfur, with 17 more areas at risk. Furthermore, the

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has distributed more than 5,000 metric tons

of seeds to approximately 550,000 families, reaching 2.7 million people in an attempt

to mitigate the situation. However, logistical challenges and the active destruction of

resources by the warring factions have severely hampered the effectiveness of these

efforts.

As of December 2024, Sudan’s ongoing conflict has left millions facing extreme

hunger, with both the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces

(RSF) using starvation as a weapon of war. This grave violation of International

Humanitarian Law must not go unchallenged. The Amman Centre for Human Rights

Studies urges the international community to act immediately to ensure humanitarian

aid access, hold those responsible accountable, and work towards ending the conflict

to protect Sudan’s vulnerable populations.

Gender-Based Violence

Warning: This piece includes mentions of sexual violence against women and children

The ongoing crisis in Sudan has significantly deepened the challenges faced by

women and girls, as detailed in a recent Gender Alert published by UN Women. More

than 11 million people have been displaced as of October 2024, with over half of them

being women and girls. An estimated 6.9 million individuals are currently at risk of

gender-based violence, and the crisis has been marked by documented cases of mass

and systemic rape. 

Sexual violence has been used as a weapon of war, leaving survivors in dire need of

medical, psychological, and social support. The number of survivors seeking gender-

based violence services has surged by 288 percent since December 2023, illustrating

the scale of the crisis. 

https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ar/customary-ihl/v2/rule53
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/ar/customary-ihl/v2/rule53
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-and-response-plan-2025-executive-summary-issued-december-2024
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-as-famine-identified-in-additional-areas/en
https://www.fao.org/newsroom/detail/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-as-famine-identified-in-additional-areas/en
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2024/12/gender-alert-no-excuse-calling-for-an-end-to-gender-based-violence-in-sudan
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
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Economic Hardship and Vulnerabilities

Economic hardship and the looming threat of famine have forced some women and

girls into transactional sex, exposing them to further risks of gender-based violence

and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV. 

The conflict has also led to a sharp rise in child marriages, female genital mutilation,

and other forms of violence. As a consequence of the conflict, other forms of gender

based violence have been generated such as the disruption of education for girls:

approximately 74 percent of school-age girls, equating to around 2.5 million, are

currently out of school. This disruption underscores the gendered impacts of the

conflict, as highlighted by Anna Mutavati, UN Women Regional Director for East and

Southern Africa. She emphasized that the deliberate use of sexual violence as a tool

of war constitutes a gross violation of human rights and international law, calling for

urgent action to ensure the dignity and safety of women and girls.

Role of Women-Led Organizations

Women-led organizations (WLOs) have played a vital role in delivering survivor-

centered responses, but they currently receive less than 2 percent of the total

funding from the Sudan Humanitarian Fund. The crisis has severely impacted women's

security and economic opportunities. 

Women and girls from ethnic minority groups have been deliberately

targeted, compounding their vulnerabilities and highlighting the

multiple layers of oppression they face.

UN Women, 2024. Gender Alert: Sudan Crisis – No Excuse for Inaction 

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-12/sudan-gender-alert-no_excuse_en_2024.pdf#page=2.29
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
https://international-review.icrc.org/sites/default/files/irrc-894-gaggioli.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
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A recent study from UNDP and the International Food Policy

Research Institute, The Socioeconomic Impact of Armed Conflict on

Sudanese Urban Households, reveals that women, comprising 69% of

internally displaced persons (IDPs), face compounded challenges of

displacement, rising food prices, and disrupted income sources. 

Despite these obstacles, women demonstrate strong initiative in seeking collective

solutions, with 43% of women in urban households and over 50% among IDPs

participating in women's associations. This significant participation rate highlights

women's determination to maintain economic activity and foster resilience in the face

of adversity. However, the limited funding allocated to WLOs severely restricts their

ability to provide essential services and expand their impact. 

UN Women has been working to empower these organizations, strengthen community-

based gender-based violence prevention and response mechanisms, and integrate

women’s voices into ceasefire talks. Safe spaces for psychosocial support, vocational

training, and economic empowerment programs have been established to reduce

vulnerabilities and foster resilience among affected women. However, comprehensive

support systems, including clinical management of rape, mental health services, and

safe shelters, remain inadequate, with less than 10 percent of the targeted population

having access to these essential services.

However, comprehensive support systems, including clinical management of rape,

mental health services, and safe shelters, remain inadequate, with less than 10

percent of the targeted population having access to these essential services.

Documented Crimes and Legal Implications

The international community has been urged to respond to the crisis with both

immediate and long-term actions. Conflict-related sexual violence, including mass

rapes and sexual slavery committed by Rapid Support Forces (RSF) fighters and allied

militias, has been documented extensively. In fact, on December 16th, Human Rights

Watch (HRW) published a comprehensive report accusing the RSF and its allied militias

of committing widespread sexual violence in southern Sudan. 

In this new report, HRW monitored and reported a dozen of cases between September

2023 and March 2024 involving women and girls who were subjected to sexual

violence – including gang rape and sexual slavery – in South Kurdufan State. These

acts constitute war crimes and may constitute crimes against humanity – it

underscores the urgent need for international action to protect women and deliver

justice.

https://www.undp.org/sudan/publications/socioeconomic-impact-armed-conflict-sudanese-urban-households
https://www.undp.org/sudan/publications/socioeconomic-impact-armed-conflict-sudanese-urban-households
https://www.undp.org/sudan/publications/socioeconomic-impact-armed-conflict-sudanese-urban-households
https://www.undp.org/sudan/publications/socioeconomic-impact-armed-conflict-sudanese-urban-households
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/press-release/2024/12/alarming-288-per-cent-rise-in-demand-for-gender-based-violence-services-in-the-last-12-months-in-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/15/sudan-fighters-rape-women-and-girls-hold-sex-slaves
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/15/sudan-fighters-rape-women-and-girls-hold-sex-slaves
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Human Rights Watch has documented deliberate targeting of ethnic minorities in

Sudan, revealing harrowing accounts of violence and abuse. One survivor, a 35-year-

old Nuba woman, shared her ordeal with NGOs. She recounted how six RSF fighters in

beige uniforms entered her family compound in Southern Kordofan, one of them

declaring, “You Nuba, today is your day.” The men proceeded to gang-rape her. When

her husband and son tried to intervene, one of the attackers shot and killed them

before continuing the assault. “Then they kept raping me, all six of them,” she stated.

The latest details follow a separate report, published by the New York-based

watchdog last week, which more broadly accused the RSF and allied Arab militias of

carrying out numerous abuses, mainly against ethnic Nuba civilians, in South Kordofan

state from December 2023 to March 2024. These attacks, it said, “had not been widely

reported” and constituted “war crimes.” In this report, Human Rights Watch detailed

extensive violence in and around Habila and Fayu, including mass killings, abductions,

injuries, looting, and arson. These atrocities, alongside pervasive sexual violence,

highlight the RSF’s systematic attacks on civilians in South Kordofan. An 18-year-old

survivor described being taken by RSF fighters in February, along with 17 other women

and girls from Fayu, to a military base. There, they joined a group of 33 women and

girls already detained. Held under conditions of enslavement and sometimes chained

together, they were subjected to daily rape and beatings for three months. These

crimes, which also amount to sexual slavery, illustrate the extreme brutality inflicted

on women and girls during the conflict.

A recent report by the UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission for Sudan

corroborates evidence of widespread sexual violence perpetrated by the RSF,

including numerous cases of sexual slavery. Similarly, Human Rights Watch has

documented the rape of dozens of women and girls by the RSF in Darfur in 2023. The

organization also reported extensive conflict-related sexual violence carried out by

the RSF and, to a lesser extent, by the SAF in Khartoum and nearby cities since

hostilities erupted between the two forces in April 2023.

Al Jazeera, 2012. Sudan’s
Southern Kordofan capital

shelled 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/15/sudan-fighters-rape-women-and-girls-hold-sex-slaves
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/10/sudan-war-crimes-south-kordofan
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/10/sudan-un-fact-finding-mission-documents-large-scale-sexual-violence-and
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/08/17/darfur-rapid-support-forces-allied-militias-rape-dozens
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/07/28/sudan-widespread-sexual-violence-capital
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Legal Analysis Under International Law

Under international humanitarian law and human rights law, the use

of sexual violence as a weapon of war constitutes a grave breach of

the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. Such acts

are classified as war crimes and, when committed systematically or 

on a large scale, may also amount to crimes against humanity under the Rome Statute

of the International Criminal Court (ICC). The deliberate targeting of women and girls,

particularly from ethnic minority groups, further violates the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and other

international human rights treaties. The forced displacement, sexual slavery, and

exploitation documented in Sudan are direct violations of these international

obligations, demanding immediate accountability and intervention.

Robust documentation of conflict-related sexual violence is critical for holding

perpetrators accountable and informing targeted interventions. UN Women and other

organizations have stressed the importance of immediate and united international

action to address the humanitarian needs and support long-term recovery efforts. The

crisis in Sudan demands a comprehensive response to ensure that women and girls are

not left behind in the struggle for peace and security.

Recommendations and the Path Forward

Efforts to address the crisis have included calls for the cessation of all forms of gender-

based violence and the restoration of peace. Recommendations emphasize the need for

conflict parties to cease violence, uphold human rights, ensure humanitarian access,

and protect service providers. Donors have been urged to increase flexible, long-term

funding for women-led organizations and support capacity building. Humanitarian

actors must expand survivor-centered services, provide healthcare, legal aid, and

economic empowerment programs, and address stigma while promoting community-

based prevention efforts. Engaging men and boys to challenge harmful norms and

support survivors has also been recommended.

The ongoing conflict in Sudan has created one of the world’s largest child displacement

crises, with profound repercussions on the lives and futures of millions of children.

According to recent reports, over 14 million children are in urgent need of humanitarian

aid as violence escalates across the country.

Child Displacement and Risk of Violence

The conflict has forcibly displaced over 5.6, of whom 3.3 million are children, according

to UNICEF. Many of these children are separated from their families, increasing their

risk of exploitation and abuse. 

Impact on Children

https://biblioteca.corteidh.or.cr/tablas/R21530.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/GComments/CEDAW.C.CG.30.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/GComments/CEDAW.C.CG.30.pdf
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
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In Al-Jazirah state alone, almost 3 million children are living under

the constant threat of violence, recruitment into armed groups, and

trafficking. The escalation in fighting in this area has reportedly

forced at least 150,000 children from their homes in less than a

week.

Children living in displacement camps face overcrowded and unsanitary conditions.

For example, in Darfur, makeshift shelters house thousands of families, offering little

protection from harsh weather or attacks. Reports indicate that over 70 percent of

children in these camps have experienced some form of violence, ranging from

physical assault to witnessing a variety of atrocities.

Food Insecurity and Malnutrition

Sudan is grappling with an unprecedented food crisis, with nearly 20.3 million people

—about 40 percent of the population—experiencing acute food insecurity. Among this

population, 10.6 million are children and severely affected, as they lack consistent

access to nutritious food. The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)

Famine review Committee’s December report confirms famine conditions in at least

three regions: South Kordofan, Blue Nile, and parts of Darfur.

The latest Famine Review Committee (FRC) report and new projections from the IPC

identify famine in even more areas of Sudan including Zamzam, Abu Shouk, and Al

Salam camps in North Darfur, as well as in the Western Nuba Mountains for both

residents and internally displaced persons (IDPs). Famine is projected in five

additional areas between December 2024 and May 2025 including Um Kadadah, Melit,

El Fasher, At Tawisha, and Al Lait in North Darfur. These reports also highlight the risk

of famine across 17 other areas during the same period.

Malnutrition is particularly acute among young children, with over 3.1 million children

under the age of five suffering from severe acute malnutrition. This condition has a

mortality rate of 30 to 50 percent if left untreated. Additionally, UNICEF has reported

that one child dies every five minutes in conflict zones across Sudan due to starvation

or related complications. The scarcity of resources and the destruction of supply

chains have exacerbated these issues, leaving humanitarian agencies struggling to

meet the overwhelming needs.

Health Crisis and Limited Access to Services

The collapse of Sudan’s healthcare system has left millions of children without access

to basic medical services. More than 70 percent of hospitals and clinics are non-

functional due to damage, looting, or repurposing for military use. This dire situation

forces families to travel long distances, often through dangerous territories, to seek

treatment for their children.

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/almost-3-million-children-sudans-al-jazirah-state-risk-violence-escalates-enar?_gl=1*155pla2*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4wLjE3MzU5NDIzOTYuNjAuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/almost-3-million-children-sudans-al-jazirah-state-risk-violence-escalates-enar?_gl=1*155pla2*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4wLjE3MzU5NDIzOTYuNjAuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/almost-3-million-children-sudans-al-jazirah-state-risk-violence-escalates-enar?_gl=1*155pla2*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4wLjE3MzU5NDIzOTYuNjAuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/almost-3-million-children-sudans-al-jazirah-state-risk-violence-escalates-enar?_gl=1*155pla2*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4wLjE3MzU5NDIzOTYuNjAuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Famine_Review_Committee_Report_Sudan_Dec2024.pdf
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Famine_Review_Committee_Report_Sudan_Dec2024.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/food-and-nutrition-crisis-deepens-across-sudan-famine-identified-additional-areas
https://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC_Famine_Review_Committee_Report_Sudan_Dec2024.pdf
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
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Inadequate access to clean water and sanitation has further fueled these outbreaks,

creating a public health emergency of monumental proportions. 

Psychological Impact and Education Disruption

The psychological toll of the conflict on children is immense. Prolonged exposure to

violence, displacement, and the loss of loved ones has left an estimated 8 million

children in need of mental health support. Symptoms of PTSD, such as nightmares,

anxiety, and severe depression, are widespread. There are many cases of children in

refugee camps who are unable to speak or interact due to the trauma they have

endured.

Education, often a lifeline for stability and hope, has been severely disrupted. Over

12,000 schools have been damaged, destroyed, or occupied by armed groups. At

least 4.5 million children are currently out of school, many of whom may never return

to formal education. A December report by UNHCR indicates that 96 percent of

displaced families have school-age children, showcasing the need for educational

support. The lack of safe learning environments not only deprives children of crucial

knowledge and skills but also exposes them to further risks, such as forced labor or

early marriage.

Economic Impact on Families

The economic collapse in Sudan has left families in desperate circumstances. With

unemployment rates exceeding 50 percent, many parents are unable to afford even

basic necessities, such as food, clothing, and medical care. The financial strain has

forced an estimated 1.5 million children into hazardous labor, including mining, street

vending, and domestic work. These children are often exposed to exploitation and

abuse, further compounding their vulnerabilities. 

International Law

The ongoing conflict and its devastating impact on Sudanese children constitute a

grave violation of international and human rights laws. Several international treaties

and conventions explicitly protect the rights of children, even during times of war.

Amongst these are the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC),

the Geneva Conventions, and their additional protocols, which mandate the

protection of civilians, particularly children, in armed conflicts.

Disease outbreaks have compounded the suffering. Cholera has spread

to six states, infecting over 50,000 people, with children under five

accounting for 60 percent of the cases. Measles, malaria, and other

preventable diseases are rampant due to plummeting immunization

rates, which have dropped below 20 percent. 

https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/largest-child-displacement-crisis-world?_gl=1*31d1ol*_ga*MTYzMjcxMzkzMy4xNzI5NTg4NDIx*_ga_E60ZNX2F68*MTczNTk0MjM5Ni4xMy4xLjE3MzU5NDI0MDkuNDcuMC4w
https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/11/18/qa-convention-rights-child?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA-Oi7BhA1EiwA2rIu2_cqEz8L5QJOL_CRQgwKJwECFjsy7rWVlepp6tGIIpMGXK0erY4YZxoCCNoQAvD_BwE
https://www.icrc.org/en/law-and-policy/geneva-conventions-and-their-commentaries?utm_term=geneva%20convention%20additional%20protocols&utm_campaign=gu_war__GSN__EN__traffic__text_aok_2023&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=2458906539&hsa_cam=20197334052&hsa_grp=150320534595&hsa_ad=659945646417&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-2080852928325&hsa_kw=geneva%20convention%20additional%20protocols&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA-Oi7BhA1EiwA2rIu21LqKsW_HjAYUiQajXZTpOmJrsveUDYFnWUGeifdNcYJqEIZ3awDYBoCPiMQAvD_BwE
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
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Additionally Article 38 of the CRC specifically obligates states to ensure the

protection of children affected by armed conflict.

The widespread displacement of children, targeting of schools, and deprivation of

basic needs such as food, water, and healthcare are also direct violations of

international humanitarian law. Moreover, the ongoing famine, malnutrition, and lack

of access to healthcare constitute a failure to uphold the International Covenant on

Economic, Socal, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which guarantees the right to an

adequate standard of living, including food and healthcare. The failure to protect

children from preventable diseases like cholera and measles exacerbates these

violations, highlighting the urgent need for accountability and compliance with

international law. 

Calls for Action

International organizations and humanitarian agencies are calling for urgent and

coordinated action to address the escalating crisis. The UN Security Council’s

December briefing emphasizes the need for a comprehensive response to protect

Sudan’s children. Key priorities include: 

Increased Humanitarian Funding: Relief organizations require an additional $1.5

billion to meet immediate needs, including food, shelter, and medical supplies.

Child Protection Programs: Expanding initiatives to prevent recruitment,

exploitation, and trafficking of children in conflict zones.

Healthcare and Nutrition Aid: Scaling up emergency medical services, vaccination

campaigns, and therapeutic feeding programs to combat malnutrition and disease. 

Education Support: Rebuilding damaged schools and establishing temporary

learning spaces in displacement camps to provide children with safe environments

and a sense of normalcy. 

The impact of the Sudanese conflict on children is catastrophic, touching every

aspect of their lives—from physical health and safety to emotional well-being and

future opportunities. As child displacement continues to unfold, the need for urgent

and sustained action cannot be overstated. The international community must come

together to prioritize the safety, health, and future of Sudan’s youngest citizens.

Without immediate intervention, the long-term consequences will be devastating, not

only for the children of Sudan but also for the region’s stability and the global

commitment to upholding human rights. 

Under the CRC, to which Sudan is a signatory, children have the right to

survival, development, education, and protection from violence and

exploitation. The forced displacement of millions of children, their

exposure to violence, and the destruction of their access to essential

services breach these commitments. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-child#:~:text=Article%2038,-1.&text=States%20Parties%20undertake%20to%20respect%20and%20to%20ensure%20respect%20for,are%20relevant%20to%20the%20child.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sc15928.doc.htm
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Extrajudicial Killings and Torture

Civilians continue to endure targeted violence, widespread displacement, and grave

violations of international law.

Aerial and artillery attacks caused severe civilian casualties throughout December. On

December 6, seven civilians were killed by an airstrike by Sudan’s Army on a mosque in

Khartoum. SAF elements launched airstrikes in RSF-controlled Kebkabiya town—located

approximately 110 miles west of North Darfur’s capital city of El Fasher, causing at least

127 civilian deaths and injury to hundreds of others amid attacks that struck various

parts of the town, including the main market on December 9. On the same day, an SAF

airstrike on a fuel station in Khartoum killed 28 civilians and injured several people,

while RSF artillery strikes the following day on a bus station and market in Omdurman

claimed at least 65 lives. 

In Kabkabiya, North Darfur, SAF airstrikes on a market resulted in 42 civilian deaths.

Similar incidents, including RSF drone strikes and SAF airstrikes, repeatedly struck

residential areas, medical facilities, and public spaces, further exacerbating civilian

suffering. On December 12, an airstrike by the Rapid Support Forces killed 24 people

and injured 30 in the state of Al Jazirah. On December 13, RSF drone attacks on Saudi

Hospital in El Fasher caused nine civilian deaths, injured 20, and rendered the facility

inoperable. Additional strikes in El Fasher destroyed homes and displaced thousands,

with similar violence reported in Nyala and other urban centers. Between December 10

and 15, repeated shelling of Zamzam IDP camp resulted in 38 civilian casualties, the

destruction of shelters, and further displacement. On December 19, an aerial

bombardment by SAF killed three staff members of the UN World Food Program in Blue

Nile State, highlighting the precarious environment for aid workers and the dire

consequences for affected populations. On 26 December, an RSF drone killed 8 police

officers in North Darfur.

Sudan ranks as the fourth deadliest conflict in the world according to

ACLED. The conflict, now in its twentieth month, has resulted in over

29,683 documented fatalities and 7,500 reported injuries, though

actual figures may be significantly higher, with estimates suggesting a

death toll exceeding 150,000. 

https://www.csw.org.uk/2024/12/12/press/6395/article.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/dec/10/airstrike-north-darfur-market-kills-people-sudan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/dec/10/airstrike-north-darfur-market-kills-people-sudan
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/12/31/fierce-fighting-in-khartoum-endangers-sudanese-civilians
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/over-65-killed-hundreds-injured-by-rsf-artillery-shelling-in-sudan-s-omdurman/3420656
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/12/11/dozens-of-civilians-killed-in-two-days-of-intense-fighting-in-sudan
https://sudantribune.com/article294585/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/12/14/at-least-nine-killed-20-injured-in-sudan-hospital-attack
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/12/14/at-least-nine-killed-20-injured-in-sudan-hospital-attack
https://sudantribune.com/article294868/
https://press.un.org/en/2024/sgsm22502.doc.htm
https://sudantribune.com/article295135/
https://sudantribune.com/article295135/
https://acleddata.com/conflict-watchlist-2025/sudan/
https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/2024-12-20_USG_Sudan_Complex_Emergency_Fact_Sheet_3.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crln9lk51dro
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On 28 December seven people were killed in South Khartoum by Sudan Army

airstrikes. Lastly, 14 Christians were injured during prayer service by the RSF forces

on 30 December. 

Under International Humanitarian Law, parties to a conflict must distinguish between

combatant and civilians, targeting only legitimate military objectives. Both the SAR

and RFA have engaged in aerial and artillery strikes on civilian-populated areas,

including markets, places of worship, hospitals, etc. 

RSF’s drone strikes on the Saudi Hospital in El Fasher on December 13, causing

civilian deaths and rendering the facility inoperable, breached the special

protections afforded to medical establishments under Article 18 of Additional

Protocol II to the Geneva Conventions. The attack on Zamzam IDP camp which

resulted in the killing of 38 civilians and further displacement, represents an attack

on vulnerable populations, which violates IHL. The SAF’s aerial bombardment in Blue

Nile State, which killed UN World Food Program staff, constitutes a violation of

Article 8(2)(b)(iii) of the Rome Statute, which prohibits attacks against humanitarian

personnel.

https://sudantribune.com/article295230/
https://www.christiandaily.com/news/church-prayer-service-attacked-in-sudan-injuring-14-christians
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/protecting-people-in-armed-conflict/international-humanitarian-law#:~:text=7.,directed%20solely%20against%20military%20objectives.
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf
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countries, including Chad, South Sudan, and Egypt. This mass exodus is overwhelming

regional resources and infrastructure, creating one of the most pressing refugee crises

globally.

In South Sudan alone, the number of Sudanese refugees has surpassed one million

since the beginning of the conflict. This influx has placed enormous pressure on transit

centers and host communities. The two transit centers in Renk, initially designed to

accommodate 4,000 people, are now sheltering nearly 17,000 displaced individuals,

quadrupling their intended capacity. Hospitals in the region, such as the county

hospital in Renk, have become overwhelmed, treating hundreds of injured people

arriving each week. Similarly, remote villages like Gerbana and Dukuduku have seen

their populations double or triple, with new arrivals far outnumbering the resources

and infrastructure available.

Within Sudan, displacement camps are on the brink of collapse. Zamzam camp in North

Darfur, hosting over 400,000 displaced individuals, has become the epicenter of a

growing famine crisis. According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification

(IPC), famine conditions have been confirmed not only in Zamzam but also in other

camps like Abu Shouk and Al-Salam, as well as in the Western Nuba Mountains.

Alarmingly, screenings conducted in Zamzam reveal that 35% of children suffer from

acute malnutrition, with a third of these cases classified as severe.

The spread of disease further compounds the crisis. Cholera outbreaks have been

reported across several regions, particularly in overcrowded camps where sanitation

facilities are either broken or nonexistent. In White Nile State, 153 cases of cholera

have been documented, while floodwaters have destroyed 3,000 homes and displaced

28,000 individuals, contaminating drinking water and accelerating the spread of

waterborne diseases.

The humanitarian organization Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has raised alarms about

the "rapid and alarming" increase in cholera cases in camps, citing the accumulation of

uncollected waste, overflowing latrines, and the lack of proper hygiene facilities. Open

defecation has become a common practice, exacerbating the risk of further outbreaks.

Displaced populations are not only battling hunger and disease but are also caught in

the crossfire of ongoing violence. On December 9, a military airstrike targeted

Kabkabiya’s weekly market in Darfur, killing over 100 civilians, including 15 displaced

individuals who had sought refuge there. 

Forced Displacement 
Since the outbreak of war in Sudan in April 2023, the country has

plunged into a profound humanitarian crisis, marked by widespread

displacement, famine, and escalating violence. More than 8.6 million

people have been internally displaced, forced to flee their homes within

Sudan, while over 3.1 million have sought refuge in neighboring

https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-raises-alarm-surge-new-arrivals-south-sudan
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-raises-alarm-surge-new-arrivals-south-sudan
https://www.ungeneva.org/fr/news-media/news/2024/12/101676/crise-au-soudan-5-regions-frappees-par-la-famine-plus-de-17-autres
https://www.ungeneva.org/fr/news-media/news/2024/12/101676/crise-au-soudan-5-regions-frappees-par-la-famine-plus-de-17-autres
https://www.msf.fr/communiques-presse/soudan-du-sud-une-mobilisation-urgente-est-necessaire-pour-freiner-la-propagation-d-une-epidemie-de-cholera
https://www.msf.fr/communiques-presse/soudan-du-sud-une-mobilisation-urgente-est-necessaire-pour-freiner-la-propagation-d-une-epidemie-de-cholera
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2024/12/10/airstrike-on-north-darfur-market-kills-more-than-100_6735898_124.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/le-monde-africa/article/2024/12/10/airstrike-on-north-darfur-market-kills-more-than-100_6735898_124.html
https://dtm.iom.int/responses/sudan-crisis
https://dtm.iom.int/responses/sudan-crisis
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Eyewitnesses reported that the market was packed with civilians when

military aircraft bombed the area. Amnesty International confirmed that

many of the victims were already displaced by earlier attacks.

Similarly, displacement camps have become targets of artillery and

rocket fire. In El Fasher, North Darfur, the Abu Shouk camp—home to 

approximately 600,000 displaced people—has been repeatedly shelled by the Rapid

Support Forces (RSF). On December 26, three people were killed, and several others

were injured in yet another attack on this camp. These assaults have disrupted the

distribution of humanitarian aid and forced many residents to flee once again in search

of safety.

In Zamzam, artillery fire has not only claimed civilian lives but has also caused the

suspension of healthcare services and the evacuation of hospitals. Between December

1 and December 2, intense shelling near El Fasher killed at least five people and injured

18 others, forcing healthcare operations to cease. The precarious security situation

has made it nearly impossible to deliver food, medicine, or other forms of aid to those

in need.

Children and pregnant women are among the most vulnerable groups in this crisis. In

Shendi, where 83,000 displaced people from Al Jazirah State have taken refuge,

respiratory infections, malaria among pregnant women, and cases of diarrhea and

urinary infections are widespread. Malnutrition among children is a growing concern,

with humanitarian organizations warning of long-term health consequences if

immediate action is not taken.

The famine and health crises are compounded by the psychological toll of

displacement. Many of those in camps, particularly children, have witnessed

unspeakable violence, including the deaths of family members, friends, and neighbors.

The lack of educational opportunities and safe spaces further isolates young survivors,

leaving them vulnerable to exploitation and trauma.

The humanitarian crisis in Sudan requires immediate and sustained international

attention. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that

between 7,000 and 10,000 new arrivals are being recorded daily at the border

between Sudan and South Sudan. Despite the efforts of aid organizations, the scale of

the crisis far exceeds the available resources. Food, medicine, and shelter are in

critically short supply, and many camps are operating at or beyond their breaking

point.

The situation is particularly dire in Darfur, where famine, disease, and violence

converge. Clementine Nkweta-Salami, the UN coordinator for Sudan, has described the

crisis as nearing a "breaking point," with over 500,000 displaced people in camps that

are woefully underprepared to meet their needs.

https://plan-international.org/news/2024/12/05/statement-north-darfur-zamzam-camp-attacks/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-raises-alarm-surge-new-arrivals-south-sudan
https://southafrica.shafaqna.com/EN/AL/3704579
https://southafrica.shafaqna.com/EN/AL/3704579
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As of December 2024, the number of Sudanese refugees seeking asylum in South Sudan

is over 80,000 people. The escalating violence in Sudan’s White Nile, Senior and blue

Nile States has resulted in the number of daily arrivals at the border compared to

previous months. Over 5,000 people have crossed into South Sudan each day since the

beginning of December. The majority of them are women and children with critical

humanitarian needs. Since the start of the conflict in April 2023, more than 900,000

people have fled to South Sudan, which now hosts over 506,000 refugees, with an

anticipated 150,000 new arrivals in 2025.

Médecins Sans Frontiéres / Doctors Without Borders (MSF) is heavily worried about a

cholera outbreak which is spreading rapidly. Poor hygiene conditions, overcrowding,

uncollected waste, and ineffective latrines have led to contamination of drinking water.

This cholera outbreak is affecting five out of seven states.

Moreover, the Renk transit centers, which were built to host up to 8,000 individuals,

are currently housing over 17,000 people. Although the majority of returnees and

refugees initially entered South Sudan via the official Joda border crossing, a growing

number are now using unofficial routes to the east of Renk. Over 82,000 new arrivals

have been documented in locations such as Joda, Duku Duku, Jerbana, Shemmedi,

Gosfami, and Atam. The situation in the Joda border crossing is critical, where food

supplies are low and medical treatments are out of stock. 

“We have been displaced and now live under a tree. I have no desire to return home.

Home is no longer a home—it is filled with bad memories”, shares Alhida Hammed, a

Sudanese woman displaced from Blue Nile state. During this dramatic situation, UNHCR

is in charge of delivering life-saving support, such as access to water and essential

healthcare services. At the Joda border crossing, efforts are underway to enhance

monitoring capacities, while humanitarian organizations have set up border monitoring

systems at five unofficial crossing points.

Nearly 1 million people have entered South Sudan since the Sudan conflict began in

April 2023. The newly formed country of South Sudan, created in 2011 after gaining

independence from Sudan, was already facing significant challenges before the conflict

erupted in Sudan in April 2023, including a large number of displaced people and

frequent natural disasters. 

T H E  R E F U G E E  C R I S I S  I N

N E I G H B O R I N G  C O U N T R I E S

AUTHOR |  JULIA LÓPEZ, OLIVIA CLARK, ROUMAISAE EL OUARDY,
LAILA EL ABBADI, IRIS DURIF

South Sudan

https://www.unhcr.org/in/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-and-partners-rush-aid-sudan-arrivals-overwhelm-south-sudan-border
https://msf.org.uk/article/south-sudan-msf-launches-response-80000-flee-war-neighbouring-sudan
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/unhcr-south-sudan-country-refugee-response-plan-january-december-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/unhcr-south-sudan-country-refugee-response-plan-january-december-2025
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/south-sudan-msf-calls-urgent-action-cholera-outbreak-rapidly-spreads
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/intensified-violence-sudan-drives-thousands-flee-south-sudan
https://www.unhcr.org/in/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-and-partners-rush-aid-sudan-arrivals-overwhelm-south-sudan-border
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/intensified-violence-sudan-drives-thousands-flee-south-sudan
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/no-signs-of-sudan-conflict-slowing-as-refugees-continue-to-overwhelm-border-services-says-unhcr/3430306


insecurity, currency devaluation, inadequate housing, and limited employment

opportunities, significantly affect and harm new arrivals. The ongoing health crisis

poses severe risks, with diseases such as acute watery diarrhea, cholera, measles, and

hepatitis E endangering refugees' well-being, particularly women and girls. Their

caregiving and domestic responsibilities increase their exposure to infectious

diseases, further straining community resources and potentially leading to stigma or

discrimination against those affected. Insufficient access to healthcare exacerbates

already high maternal and child mortality rates, with maternal mortality reaching 789

per 100,000 live births. South Sudan, despite these challenges, has a strong tradition

of offering asylum to those in need, guided by its Refugee Act (2012) and bolstered by

the resilience and generosity of local communities. 

Humanitarian Efforts

In South Sudan, the Commission for Refugee Affairs (CRA) under the Ministry of the

Interior manages and coordinates refugee and asylum matters. In response to the

increasing humanitarian crisis, the UN Refugee Agency along with 47 humanitarian

stakeholders, has launched the 2025 South Sudan Country Refugee Response Plan

(RRP) in December 2024, to address the complex humanitarian needs of these

refugees and asylum-seekers, and demanding $468 million to meet emergency needs

and longer-term solutions for refugees. The RRP is aligned with South Sudan’s

National Development Strategy and the Sustainable Development Cooperation

Framework, created to support, give expertise and coordinate mechanisms. 

The effectiveness of the 2025 South Sudan RRP relies on collective global efforts and

support. UNHCR and its partners call on donors, private sector actors, and the

international community to provide substantial contributions to this initiative.

Despite ongoing efforts to address the sudden surge, the humanitarian response

remains severely underfunded. Aid organizations in South Sudan have secured only 24

percent of the required funding to sufficiently meet the population's needs this year.

Scale of Displacement

The sheer scale of displacement in Chad is staggering. As of December 2024, over

720,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived in Chad, alongside 220,000 Chadian

returnees who fled Sudan’s instability. These numbers have overwhelmed Chad, a

nation already contending with severe economic difficulties and a climate disaster—

a record flood in 2024 that affected nearly 2 million people.
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In 2025, approximately 9.3 million people within the country are

projected to require humanitarian aid and protection services. Floods

affected 1.4 million people in 2024 alone, displacing 379,000 and

compounding existing vulnerabilities.

South Sudan's economic challenges, including hyperinflation, food 

Chad

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10497107/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10497107/
https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/download/113355
https://data.unhcr.org/es/documents/download/113355
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/3e84acc8-bfa6-4df4-acf6-aa181d24528c/2025%20South%20Sudan%20Country%20RRP.pdf
https://southsudan.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/UN%20Sustainable%20Development%20SOUTH%20SUDAN-%20FINAL.pdf
https://southsudan.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/UN%20Sustainable%20Development%20SOUTH%20SUDAN-%20FINAL.pdf
https://southsudan.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-02/UN%20Sustainable%20Development%20SOUTH%20SUDAN-%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/in/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-and-partners-rush-aid-sudan-arrivals-overwhelm-south-sudan-border
https://www.unhcr.org/in/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-and-partners-rush-aid-sudan-arrivals-overwhelm-south-sudan-border
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/fleeing-and-waiting-path-sudanese-refugees-crossing-border-chad
https://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/call-action-support-south-sudan-vital-humanitarian-crisis-escalates-2025
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-floods-snapshot-29-november-2024
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The displacement has far-reaching implications for regional stability. The cross-border

movement of such a large number of people had raised security concerns, as local

communities and refugees compete for scarce resources. Infrastructure in the affected

areas, already fragile due to limited government funding, has been stretched too thin.

Clinics, schools, and roads in border regions have been overwhelmed, leaving both

refugees and host communities with reduced access to essential services. These

challenges highlight the urgent need for sustained international support to address the

crisis and prevent further destabilization in Chad and its neighboring regions.

Refugee Demographics and Vulnerabilities

These simultaneous crises have left the government and humanitarian

agencies struggling to provide adequate resources to the displaced

populations. Refugee camps and spontaneous settlements have

proliferated along the border, yet these facilities are inadequate to

meet the needs of the massive influx of people.

Sudanese refugees in Chad are

concentrated in several regions, with the

largest populations in Ouaddai (485,882),

Wadi Fira (127,224), and Sila (93,851). These

numbers highlight the uneven distribution

of displaced populations, placing immense

pressure on local facilities and

humanitarian organizations. Among

refugees, women and children make up an

overwhelming 88 percent, underscoring the

specific vulnerabilities faced by this subset

within the population. Women and girls also

encounter heightened risks of gender-

based violence (GBV) and limited access to

reproductive and maternal health services.

These issues are exacerbated by the

scarcity of safe spaces and lack of

adequate resources to meet their needs.

Further data indicates that 644,044 of the

refugees are registered or pre-registered,

with 15 percent identified as having specific

needs. Within this group, 26,658 women are

classified as at risk, while 20,831 are single

parents. 

UNHCR, December 2024. Influx of
Refugees from Sudan (as of December

2024).

https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-food-security-outlook-continued-influx-sudanese-refugees-maintains-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-eastern-chad-october-2024-may-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-food-security-outlook-continued-influx-sudanese-refugees-maintains-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-eastern-chad-october-2024-may-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-food-security-outlook-continued-influx-sudanese-refugees-maintains-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-eastern-chad-october-2024-may-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-food-security-outlook-continued-influx-sudanese-refugees-maintains-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-eastern-chad-october-2024-may-2025
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/chad-food-security-outlook-continued-influx-sudanese-refugees-maintains-crisis-ipc-phase-3-outcomes-eastern-chad-october-2024-may-2025
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
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The Challenges of Humanitarian Assistance 

Providing humanitarian assistance in Chad has proven to be an immense challenge. The

country’s limited infrastructure has hampered the efforts of aid organizations, with

damaged roads and destroyed bridges making it difficult to deliver food, water, and

medical supplies to those in need. The rapid influx of refugees has outpaced the ability

of local and international actors to scale up their operations, leaving many critical

needs unmet. Refugee camps and spontaneous settlements, though established

quickly, lack the resources to provide basic necessities to the displaced populations. 

Food and Water Insecurity

Food and water insecurity remain two of the most prominent issues for refugees in

Chad. Many refugees rely on inadequate food rations, which are insufficient to meet

their basic nutritional needs. A mother in one of the camps reported that the rations

she receives for her seven children barely last a week, even though they are supposed

to cover a month. Delays in food distribution exacerbate this problem, leaving refugees

vulnerable to malnutrition and starvation. Chad itself declared a state of emergency in

2024, with an estimated 2.4 million people requiring emergency food assistance

between June and August. 

Water scarcity poses an equally critical challenge. Refugees often struggle to access

clean and safe drinking water, increasing their vulnerability to waterborne diseases.

Sanitation facilities are equally scarce, with many camps lacking sufficient bathrooms

or hygiene measures. In the Arkoum refugee camp, the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)

has managed to install 55 bathrooms for 50,000 people but this is an inadequate

solution given the sheer numbers. Faba Djondang, the LWF Area Coordinator for Sila

and Ouaddaï, emphasizes that water access and sanitation remain among the greatest

challenges for refugees. These gaps in basic services underscore the urgent need for

scaled-up interventions to ensure the health and safety of displaced populations. 

Lack of Essentials 

The scarcity of essential items is a pressing concern among Sudanese refugees in Chad,

with many families struggling to meet their basic needs. When asked about the items

they required most, 50 percent of families cited kitchen utensils and household items

as their highest priorities. Additionally 47 percent identified sleeping materials, such as

mattresses and blankets, as a critical need. These percentages reflect the difficulties of

establishing even minimal stability in their daily lives and highlight the dire living

conditions in refugee camps and spontaneous settlements. 

Moreover, 3,565 children have been identified as unaccompanied or

separated from their families, making them particularly vulnerable to

exploitation and abuse. These statistics emphasize the critical need for

targeted interventions to address the unique needs of these high-risk

groups and to strengthen protective measures across refugee camps

and settlements.

https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
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This gap in communication not only limits access to essential resources but also

exacerbates feelings of uncertainty and instability among displaced populations.

Addressing these challenges requires both an increase in the provision of basic items

and improved outreach to ensure that refugees are aware of and able to access

available support systems. 

Funding

Funding for the humanitarian crisis in Chad falls critically short of what is needed. As of

October 2024, only 30 percent of the required funds have been secured, leaving

significant gaps in the provision of essential services such as food, shelter, and health

care. Chad’s government and humanitarian agencies launched an appeal for over $21

million to support the response, but as the year ends just 40.7 percent of that amount

has been received. This funding shortfall has left millions of refugees without access to

basic necessities, further exacerbating their suffering. 

This funding gap also impacts long-term recovery efforts, as resources are insufficient

to address the underlying causes of the crisis. Without sustained international support,

Chad will continue to struggle to meet the needs of both refugees and host

communities. This lack of funding threatens to worsen the humanitarian situation, with

dire consequences for the displaced. 

International and Local Responses

Both international and local organizations have mobilized to address the refugee crisis

in Chad. The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) operates in 13 refugee camps along

the Sudanese border, providing emergency services such as food distribution, GBV

awareness, child protection, and mental health counseling. These programs aim to

address the immediate news of refugees while promoting peaceful cohabitation

between refugees and host communities. 

The UNFPA has also played a significant role, prioritizing sexual and reproductive health

(SRH) and GBV services in the most affected areas. Their efforts include deploying 148

midwives, distributing reproductive health kits to serve nearly 33,000 people, and

supporting 27 safe spaces for women and girls.  Over 35,000 people received SRH

services, and more than 4,000 benefited from GBV prevention and response activities.

Despite these initiatives, the scale of the crisis remains daunting. In 2024, the European

Union provided €84 million in aid, but even this substantial contribution is not enough

to meet the overwhelming needs. Gaps in funding and resources persist, leaving many

refugees without access to basic services.

The situation is further complicated by the presence of school-age

children in 96 percent of families, emphasizing the need for

educational materials and infrastructure to support learning. However,

many refugees are left in the dark about how to access available

services; 44 percent expressed a strong desire for more information

from humanitarian workers and authorities. 

https://lutheranworld.org/news/chad-sudanese-refugees-need-more-assistance
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://hias.org/news/2024-year-review/
https://hias.org/news/2024-year-review/
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/chad-situation-report-4-october-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/fleeing-and-waiting-path-sudanese-refugees-crossing-border-chad
https://reliefweb.int/report/chad/fleeing-and-waiting-path-sudanese-refugees-crossing-border-chad
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/113285
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The plight of Sudanese refugees in Egypt has reached a critical juncture

as the country grapples with an influx of over 1.2 million individuals

fleeing genocide and war in Sudan. 
The new asylum law represents a significant shift in how Egypt handles refugees and

asylum seekers. It transfers the responsibility for registering and determining refugee

status from the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to the Egyptian

government. While proponents of the law argue that it establishes a structured

framework for asylum procedures, critics highlight its potential for abuse and its failure

to align with international human rights standards. The law imposes a strict 45 day

deadline for asylum applications upon arrival in Egypt, with penalties including

imprisonment and deportation for non-compliance. This short window is particularly

burdensome for refugees who often arrive in Egypt in precarious conditions, without

the means or knowledge to navigate such bureaucratic processes.

One of the most controversial aspects of the law is the criminalization of informal

assistance to asylum seekers. Article 37 states that any individual or entity providing

housing or employment to an asylum seeker without notifying the police may face

imprisonment for no less than six months, fines, or both. This provision has raised alarm

among human rights organizations and local communities, as it effectively discourages

acts of compassion and support. In a country already strained by economic hardships,

such measures could leave refugees even more isolated and vulnerable. Critics also

point out that the law grants sweeping powers to the authorities, with little oversight,

increasing the risk of arbitrary arrests, forced deportations, and other human rights

violations.

The socio-economic context in Egypt compounds the challenges faced by Sudanese

refugees. The country is grappling with a severe economic crisis marked by high

inflation, a depreciating currency, and rising unemployment. This has led to heightened

competition for limited resources and jobs, exacerbating tensions between refugees

and host communities. Many Sudanese refugees live in overcrowded urban

neighborhoods with inadequate access to basic services such as healthcare and

education. Despite these hardships, cultural resilience remains a source of strength,

with Sudanese performers and artists in Cairo using music and dance to foster

community and preserve their heritage.

International efforts to support Egypt in managing this crisis have been significant but

insufficient. Norway, for instance, has contributed $1.9 million to UNHCR’s Sudan

refugee response in Egypt, aiming to enhance protection services and address

immediate needs. Similarly, the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund

allocated $6 million in December 2024 to bolster humanitarian assistance for 

refugees fleeing Sudan. 

Egypt

https://www.voanews.com/a/refugees-in-egypt-we-leave-sudan-but-sudan-does-not-leave-us-/7920183.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/refugees-in-egypt-we-leave-sudan-but-sudan-does-not-leave-us-/7920183.html
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/documents/mde12/8804/2024/en/
https://broad-er.eu/2024/11/06/the-contemporary-sudanese-refugee-and-migrant-experience-in-urban-cairo/
https://broad-er.eu/2024/11/06/the-contemporary-sudanese-refugee-and-migrant-experience-in-urban-cairo/
https://unric.org/en/norway-extends-support-for-unhcrs-protection-of-sudanese-refugees-in-egypt/
https://unric.org/en/norway-extends-support-for-unhcrs-protection-of-sudanese-refugees-in-egypt/
https://sudantribune.com/article294980/
https://sudantribune.com/article294980/
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While these contributions are crucial, they fall short of meeting the

scale of the crisis, which requires sustained and comprehensive

support.

The enactment of the asylum law has also prompted significant

backlash from international and local organizations. 

They argue that it contravenes Egypt’s obligations under international refugee

conventions and urge the government to revise the law to ensure it safeguards the

rights of asylum seekers and refugees.

At its core, the refugee crisis in Egypt underscores a broader challenge: balancing

national security concerns with the imperative to uphold human dignity and

international legal obligations. The current legal framework, while a step toward

formalizing asylum processes, risks marginalizing one of the most vulnerable

populations in the country. As Sudanese refugees navigate an increasingly hostile

environment, the need for coordinated international action and policy reforms

becomes ever more urgent. By addressing the gaps in the asylum law and

strengthening mechanisms for refugee protection, Egypt and its partners can take

meaningful steps toward a more humane and effective response to this crisis.

Ethiopia 

In December 2024, the situation for Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, particularly in the

Amhara region, remained dire, with an alarming escalation of human rights violations.

More than 90 000 Sudanese refugees fled the country to Ethiopia and 40 000 only

from the beginning of the conflict. The refugee crisis, which has unfolded throughout

2024, reached new levels of insecurity in December as violence, exploitation, and

systemic abuses continued to affect thousands of displaced persons. The internal

conflict in the Amhara region, combined with the persistent presence of armed groups

and militias, exacerbated the vulnerability of Sudanese refugees, exposing them to

heightened risks of violence, forced labor, and sexual and gender-based violence

(SGBV).

December 2024 saw a further intensification of violence against refugees in the

Amhara region. Armed groups, including local militias, increased their raids on refugee

camps, particularly in the Awlala and Kumer camps, where refugees had sought shelter

from the violence in Sudan. Over 200 refugees were reported killed in December

alone, the majority of whom were victims of ambushes by armed militias targeting the

camps for extortion or territorial control. Many refugees were abducted during these

raids and are feared to have been trafficked or forced into labor. At least 150 refugees

were reported as missing after these attacks, with few survivors able to escape the

ongoing conflict. 

The ongoing conflict between the Ethiopian government forces and the Fano 

militias further complicated security efforts. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/12/17/egypt-asylum-bill-threatens-refugee-rights
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PRF-Conflict-Trend-Report_-Amhara-Region_FINAL-reduced-3.pdf
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/PRF-Conflict-Trend-Report_-Amhara-Region_FINAL-reduced-3.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-sudan-emergency-ura-site-profile-december-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-sudan-emergency-ura-site-profile-december-2024
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Despite attempts by the Ethiopian authorities and international

agencies to deploy additional security measures, refugee camps

remained poorly protected. The security vacuum allowed armed groups

to continue their exploitation of refugees, leaving them in a constant

state of fear and danger.

 More than 50 refugees were recently reported displaced, fleeing to surrounding

forested areas or urban centers, where they remain exposed to additional forms of

abuse.

Many refugees, especially those newly arrived from Sudan, found themselves

vulnerable to exploitation as they lacked the financial resources to survive

independently. With minimal oversight from local authorities and international

agencies, refugees became easy targets for armed groups seeking to profit from their

vulnerability. Forced labor continued to be a central issue in December, as it not only

violated fundamental rights but also left refugees in prolonged, degrading conditions

with no recourse for legal or financial protection.

Ethiopia, as a party to both the UN Refugee Convention and the 1969 African Refugee

Convention, has a legal obligation to protect refugees from refoulement. Despite this,

ongoing abuses, particularly in Amhara, undermine refugee rights. Human Rights Watch

calls for an immediate halt to these abuses and urges military forces and armed groups

to cease violence, allow humanitarian aid, and ensure refugees' safety. The international

community must ensure Ethiopia adheres to its commitments and provides refugees

with the protection they desperately need.

The ongoing crisis in Sudan has resulted in significant displacement across the region,

with Libya emerging as a critical host country for Sudanese refugees. Since April 2023,

over 210,000 Sudanese refugees have sought safety in Libya, far surpassing initial

projections. These refugees face immense challenges, compounded by Libya’s limited

capacity to support them. The humanitarian crisis necessitates urgent international

support and coordinated action to address the needs of both refugees and host

communities.

Current Situation

The conflict in Sudan has forced thousands to flee their homes, with many arriving in

Libya through Alkufra, the primary entry point from Sudan. As of late December 2024,

authorities in Alkufra reported approximately 173,000 Sudanese arrivals through this

region alone, with daily arrivals averaging between 400 and 500 individuals. The

irregular nature of these movements, combined with the vast remote land borders Libya

shares with Sudan, Chad, and Egypt, complicates accurate data collection. 

Libya 

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-unhcr-operational-update-november-2024
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2024/06/27/sudan-refugees-trapped-ethiopia-forest-call-immediate-evacuation
https://reliefweb.int/report/libya/sudan-situation-sudanese-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-libya-29-dec-2024#:~:text=It%20is%20estimated%20that%20over,centre%20in%20Tripoli%20to%2057%2C517.
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/unhcr-scales-response-sudanese-refugees-arriving-libya-amid-growing
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/unhcr-scales-response-sudanese-refugees-arriving-libya-amid-growing
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/unhcr-scales-response-sudanese-refugees-arriving-libya-amid-growing


23

Food prices in Alkufra are 19% higher than the national average due to

 disrupted supply chains, fuel shortages, and increased demand. Many refugees live in

substandard housing, with over 70% of surveyed households spending more than half

their income on rent. Despite many refugees possessing secondary or university-level

education, systemic barriers prevent them from utilizing their skills in critical fields

such as healthcare, education, and engineering. Access to education remains a

significant challenge, with nearly half of refugee children unable to attend school due

to overcrowded classrooms, high costs, and documentation issues. Safety concerns

are prevalent, with women and children disproportionately at risk of violence,

bullying, and exploitation.

Humanitarian Response

UNHCR has been leading the interagency response to the Sudanese refugee crisis in

Libya. Efforts have included the distribution of critical relief items to 60,000

refugees, including blankets, mattresses, and hygiene kits. Sixteen clinics across

Alkufra, Benghazi, and Tripoli have received medical supplies, while several schools

and hospitals have been rehabilitated. Psychosocial support and educational

programs have been implemented, particularly for vulnerable groups such as women

and children. UNHCR has also worked to improve refugees' access to documentation,

facilitating greater freedom of movement and protection.

In December 2024, a high-level United Nations delegation visited Alkufra to assess the

ongoing humanitarian response. The delegation, led by UNSMIL and including

representatives from agencies such as IOM, UNHCR, UNICEF, and WHO, engaged with

local authorities, refugees, and host communities. The visit highlighted the challenges

of providing lifesaving assistance to refugees while supporting the resilience of host

communities. Notable achievements under the 2024 Sudanese Refugee Response Plan

included providing healthcare to 155,000 individuals, shelter and supplies to 50,000,

and food assistance to 44,600 people. However, the scale of the crisis far exceeds

available resources, with only 30% of the regional response plan for Sudanese

refugees funded in 2024.

Legal and Humanitarian Analysis

Under international law, Libya and the international community have obligations to

protect refugees and asylum seekers. The 1951 Refugee Convention, to which Libya is

not a party, sets out the principle of non-refoulement, prohibiting the return of

refugees to countries where they face persecution. However, Libya remains bound by

customary international law, which upholds this principle. 

While UNHCR has registered 57,517 Sudanese refugees in Tripoli, the

total number remains difficult to ascertain due to the ad hoc nature of

data sharing and the movement of refugees toward coastal cities.

Sudanese refugees in Libya face harsh living conditions. 

https://www.agenzianova.com/en/news/libya-dabaiba-discusses-infrastructure-projects-and-sudanese-refugees-with-kufra-notables/
https://libya.un.org/en/286203-un-joint-visit-kufra-addresses-sudanese-refugee-situation
https://data.unhcr.org/fr/documents/download/106425
https://www.unhcr.org/about-unhcr/overview/1951-refugee-convention
https://libya.un.org/en/286203-un-joint-visit-kufra-addresses-sudanese-refugee-situation
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press-releases/unhcr-scales-response-sudanese-refugees-arriving-libya-amid-growing
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AThe dire conditions faced by Sudanese refugees in Libya, including inadequate

shelter, lack of access to education, and safety risks, constitute violations of their

rights under international human rights law. The Universal Declaration of Human

Rights (UDHR) guarantees the right to adequate housing, education, and protection

from violence. Moreover, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), to which

Libya is a party, obligates states to ensure that refugee children receive education and

protection from exploitation and abuse. The systemic barriers preventing Sudanese

refugees from accessing livelihoods also undermine their right to work under the

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

Challenges and Recommendations

Despite significant efforts, the response to the Sudanese refugee crisis in Libya faces

substantial challenges. Public services in health and education are severely

overstretched, and the lack of funding hampers the ability to address critical gaps.

Refugees in remote regions like Alkufra endure particularly harsh conditions, with

rising food prices and fuel shortages exacerbating their struggles. Safety concerns,

particularly for women and children, remain pressing.

To address these issues, increased funding is urgently needed. In fact, as the head of

the emergency room in Al-Kufra municipality highlighted, international organisations

have not even provided 10% of the area’s needs to help Sudanese refugees. The 2025

Sudanese Refugee Response Plan aims to mobilize $106.6 million to support 446,000

Sudanese refugees and host community members. Investments in local infrastructure,

such as schools and healthcare facilities, are critical to ensuring continued services

for all. Enhanced partnerships with Libyan authorities and the Sudanese Embassy

could streamline documentation processes, improving refugees' access to services

and legal protection. Expanding vocational training and recognizing refugees'

qualifications would enable them to contribute meaningfully to the Libyan economy.

Finally, targeted protection programs for vulnerable groups, particularly women and

children, must be prioritized.

The Sudanese refugee crisis in Libya underscores the urgent need for international

solidarity and coordinated action. With an average of 500 refugees arriving daily, the

situation is poised to worsen without immediate intervention. Upholding international

legal obligations and providing adequate resources to address the needs of Sudanese

refugees are critical to preventing further human suffering. By mobilizing funding,

strengthening partnerships, and implementing long-term solutions, the international

community can help build a more secure and dignified future for refugees and their

host communities in Libya.

Additionally, Libya is a party to the African Union Convention

Governing Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa, which

emphasizes the need for solidarity and burden-sharing in addressing

refugee crises.

https://libyaobserver.ly/news/eu-provides-medical-support-sudanese-refugees-libyas-al-kufra
https://reliefweb.int/report/egypt/unhcr-sudan-regional-refugee-response-plan-january-december-2025-glance#:~:text=The%202025%20Sudan%20Regional%20Refugee,projected%205%20million%20people%20(up
https://reliefweb.int/report/egypt/unhcr-sudan-regional-refugee-response-plan-january-december-2025-glance#:~:text=The%202025%20Sudan%20Regional%20Refugee,projected%205%20million%20people%20(up
https://au.int/en/treaties/oau-convention-governing-specific-aspects-refugee-problems-africa
https://au.int/en/treaties/oau-convention-governing-specific-aspects-refugee-problems-africa
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areas, particularly Tripoli and Kufra, where many refugees seek shelter are

experiencing heightened social tensions as local resources become increasingly

scarce. The competition for jobs and services is further exacerbating these tensions,

making it difficult for refugees to integrate into local communities​.

Families like that of Um Nourin, a former human rights activist, are facing significant

social challenges. Um Nourin reports that her children struggle with cultural

differences and bullying, making it difficult for them to integrate into Libyan society.

Her 14-year-old son was detained in Benghazi for attempting to work and support the

family. This is one out of many stories that underscores the difficult realities refugees

face in seeking stability.

Urgent Need for International Support

The humanitarian crisis for Sudanese refugees in Libya is worsening and immediate

international action is needed to address their needs. The refugee crisis is

exacerbated by limited resources, inadequate infrastructure, and political instability

within Libya itself. To alleviate suffering, urgent funding is required, alongside better

coordination of relief efforts, and stronger legal protections. Without coordinated

international support, the crisis for Sudanese refugees in Libya will continue to

deepen, with long-term consequences for both refugees and host communities.

Economic and Social Challenges

The influx of refugees has placed additional pressure on Libya’s struggling

economy. With inflation rising and food prices escalating, both refugees

and local communities are struggling to afford basic necessities. Urban 
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As of December 2024, foreign intervention continues to play a detrimental role in a

potential ceasefire or peaceful resolution. In the past month, the Sudanese military

regime’s newly appointed foreign minister Ali Youssfi met separately with Russian and

Iranian ambassadors to discuss deepening ties and cooperation. These developments

occurred as the Assad regime collapsed in Syria, which poses an existential threat to

Russia’s important Mediterranean naval base in Syria. DW analysts see the fall of

Assad as a source of increased Russian interest in the Sudanese conflict; the Kremlin

may see Sudan’s Red Sea coast as a possible replacement for the Syrian coast.

Russia’s wider geopolitical situation may increase the urgency of its support for the

military regime further fueling the conflict. Similarly, the fall of Assad may also

increase the Iranian need for new allies elsewhere to push their geopolitical interest

against Saudi Arabia.
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Beyond geopolitics, Sudan’s resources continue to motivate foreign 

powers to intervene in the conflicts. Since the start of the war, gold production in

Sudan has increased rather than decreased according to government officials. Both

the R.S.F. and the military regime use Gold in exchange for weapons from foreign

powers. The U.A.E. has provided R.S.F. with weapons since the beginning of the

conflict, often smuggled in as humanitarian aid. Meanwhile, private jets from the

U.A.E. are making frequent trips to Uganda and South Sudan, two epicenters of gold

smuggling and laundering. At the same time, the largest mine on the territory of the

military regime is also producing for a U.A.E. company giving the military regime a

source of cash income to fund their war. Russia has also participated extensively in

gold smuggling since the start of the war via the Russian mercenary group Wagner.

Foreign power’s lust for gold continues to fuel the conflict by providing both sides

with a virtually endless source of cash and weapons. The valuable metal has become a

curse for the Sudanese civilians caught in the war, inflicting an immense amount of

death and suffering. 

The U.A.E. has also been found to be using mercenaries to participate in the fighting

directly. Reports in Darfur found mercenaries from Colombia operating under a U.A.E.-

based mercenary company. Some reports suggest Colombian mercenaries may have

been duped onto the battlefield by recruiters who advertised security guard jobs in

Africa with no mention of Sudan. The U.A.E. affiliate company’s use of mercenary and

dubious recruiting tactics is not only a violation of the rights of the Sudanese civilians

but also a violation of the rights of Colombians who were deceived into a war zone.

The U.A.E has assured the U.S. regarding their intention to stop arming the R.S.F.

However, the U.A.E. has long denied any allegation of their activities in Sudan and

their promises to the U.S. remain under doubt.

Meanwhile, Turkish President Erdoğan has also offered Türkiye as a mediator between

R.S.F. and the military government. Türkiye has not thrown its full support behind

either side. Still, Al-Burhan’s visit to Ankara in September cast doubt on Türkiye’s

ability to be an acceptable mediator by R.S.F. Türkiye also has a long history of

involvement in other African conflicts such as Libya and Tigray. Turkish weapons are

also among those spotted on the battlefield of Sudan, making Türkiye a potential

perpetrator of the already existing weapon embargos. 

Elsewhere, the Sudanese military regime also received support from the

Egyptian government. The latter’s foreign minister Abdel-Aty visited the

city of Port Sudan and affirmed Cairo’s support for the military regime

on behalf of Egyptian President Al-Sisi. 
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