Statement 07.10.2024

365 Days, 75 Years and Counting

Despite global solidarity against the ongoing genocide expressed through
protests and boycotts, today marks a full year of death, destruction,
starvation, and suffering in Palestine.

One year ago, Hamas launched a surprise attack on Israel, resulting in the
deaths of 1,139 people and the capture of more than 200 hostages,
according to Israeli authorities. In response, with support from Western
countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, France, and
Germany, Israel initiated a full scale military campaign in Gaza.
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This assault has claimed nearly 42,000 Palestinian lives and left 98,000
wounded, though the actual toll is likely higher, with many still trapped
beneath rubble or in areas inaccessible to rescue teams. The
devastating siege of Gaza has displaced all 2.3 million residents, leaving
them to face hunger, disease, and further hardship.

The ongoing military operations, marked by genocidal tactics, have
expanded to include the West Bank where Israel has launched ground
and air operations against civilian residential areas. Furthermore,
humanitarian aid trucks are being blocked by Israel from entering the
territories, hindering efforts to help a starving and helpless population.
These attacks represent direct violations of International Humanitarian
Law and the Geneva Convention as civilians are being indiscriminately
targeted.

Western international organizations have so far failed to protect
Palestinian human rights. The ACHRS calls once again for an immediate
ceasefire, arms embargo on lIsrael, and the universal enforcement of
international law, and humanitarian mechanisms.

As the one-year anniversary of the atrocities in Palestine approaches,
hundreds of thousands of people worldwide have taken to the streets to
demand a ceasefire in both Palestine and Lebanon, often facing
repression and violence from local authorities. ACHRS condemns the
violent crackdowns on peaceful protesters and urges an end to the
authorities’ efforts to silence the disapproval of governmental actions
and allegiances and thereby the right to speak.



