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UNDERSTANDING THE CURRENT SITUATION IN GAZA

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS. The world is currently witnessing an ethnic genocide on
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. To understand how tensions between Israel and Palestine
have come so far, it is however necessary to grasp the last 75 years of ongoing tensions
between the two. The ACHRS is here providing a brief historical framework while urging

Israel to stop all military aggressions in Gaza. The international community must step in

and secure that Palestinian sovereignty is respected.

By Zain Jawhari. October 18th, 2023. Edited by Nicoline Winther.

The establishment of Israel in 1948, following the United Nations' approval of a partition plan
for Palestine, marked the beginning of a long-standing and complex conflict in the region. The
creation of Israel resulted in the displacement of a significant number of Palestinian Arabs, a
historical injustice that continues to shape the collective Palestinian experience. The term
"Intifada" refers to two major uprisings by Palestinians against Israeli occupation. The First
Intifada began in 1987 and lasted until the early 1990s, while the Second Intifada, also known as
the Al-Agsa Intifada, began in 2000 and continued for several years. These uprisings involved
widespread protests, violence, and significant loss of life, symbolizing the deep-rooted

grievances of the Palestinian population.



The UN issued Resolution 181 after the British Mandate expired in 1948. It proposed a Jewish
and an Arab state in Palestine. The Jewish population was 33%, but they would occupy 56% of
the most productive coastline territory. Jerusalem would be an international regime-governed
special zone.* Once the Zionist Jews rejected Resolution 181, it presented the Israeli Declaration
of Independence on May 14, 1948, to establish a state of Israel in all of Palestine after the
British Mandate expired. Resolution 181 was signed. At that moment, zionist Jews rejected

coexistence with Palestinians and Arabs denied the zionist claim to statehood.?

Egypt, Transjordan (modern-day Jordan), Iraq, and Syria attacked Israel in 1948, starting what
would later be known as the 1948 Arab-Israeli War which ended in 1949. The main reason for
the war was the disagreement between the Arab states and the Jewish community in Palestine
over the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. After winning the war, Israel kept the
territory that Resolution 181 had suggested as well as 60% of the territory that was supposed to
be under the rule of the Arabs. 800,000 people lived in Israel by the middle of 1949, excluding
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with 20% of them being Palestinian Arabs. These areas were the
only remaining areas for Palestinians where the Palestinian Arabs were put under military

control but received Israeli citizenship.?

The Six-Day War began in June 1967 when Israel launched a pre-emptive strike on Syrian and
Egyptian air forces. The main cause of the war was the tension and hostility that had been
building between Israel and its Arab neighbors since the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. Following the
conflict, Israel seized control of the Golan Heights from Syria, the West Bank, and East Jerusalem
which was under the control of Jordan, and the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip from Egypt. Then

in 1973, the October War took place between Israel and the Arab States which increased the
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tension between the states. The war ended with a ceasefire where Israel had to withdraw from

the Sinai Peninsula.

The first Oslo Accord was signed in 1993 in accordance with the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Self-Government Arrangements and would end 5 years later.” It was meant to serve as a
foundation for their future interactions and was the first direct agreement signed between the
PLO and Israel where they agreed on the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority
(PNA).> The PNA, which was established by the peace agreements, is in charge of running the
area it controls. Even though Oslo Il stated that these boundaries would be removed in less than
five years of their signing in 1993, they continue to be in use, even if they are condemned. This
dynamic has led to ongoing occupation, apartheid, and a denial of Palestinian

self-determination, including other violations of international human rights law (IHRL).

Division of the West Bank

The division of the West Bank raises multiple concerns regarding international law. The current
division goes against the Oslo principle that military occupations should be temporary, and the
lasting Israeli presence in the West Bank along with the expansion of Israeli settlements is a
clear violation of international law. International law explicitly declares these settlements illegal
where various United Nations Security Council resolutions, including Resolution 242 and
Resolution 338, have repeatedly called for Israel to withdraw from all territories occupied during

the 1967 Six Day War.

Moreover when it comes to conflicts in the West Bank, the Fourth Geneva Convention plays a
role by providing important safeguards for civilians. One key provision states that an occupying
power is prohibited from transferring its population into occupied territories. Establishment and
growth of settlements in the West Bank is a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention.

Furthermore, given that Palestinians have a recognized right to self determination, dividing and
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colonizing the West Bank is to be seen as encroaching upon this right by hindering the

formation of a connected state.

Current situation in Gaza

To provide an understanding of the current situation in Gaza, it is crucial to highlight the
significant difficulties faced by the people living there. Living conditions in Gaza are grave. For
instance an alarming 97% of the water is considered unfit for consumption.® Moreover residents
face energy shortages. Most people have access to only 4 to 5 hours of electricity per day or

even less.’

Additionally movement of goods, individuals and resources in and out of Gaza is heavily
regulated while leaving the region itself has limitations. These conditions can be attributed to a
blockade imposed by Israel two decades ago on land, air and sea routes. Consequently it's
important to acknowledge that a significant portion of Gazans have spent their lives within this

confined environment under difficult circumstances due to the long lasting siege.?

One crucial aspect of this situation involves the repeated invasions and bombings suffered by
the residents of Gaza. If we were to consider a child who was born in Gaza when the blockade
began and has managed to survive until 2023, that child has experienced at least five offensives.
These offensives have had an impact on the population leading to an estimated loss of around
3300 lives and the number keeps increasing by day. All this information underscores the lasting
challenges faced by the people of Gaza emphasizing the urgency, in addressing the intricacies of

this situation.’
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The Palestinian Right to Resistance

Differentiating between "resistance" and "terrorism" is a task that relies on a state's national
law as well as International law. Although there is no accepted definition of terrorism, in law
certain fundamental principles help us distinguish legitimate resistance from terrorist acts. One
crucial principle is self defense, which is recognized in Article 51 of the United Nations Charter
and grants states the right to protect themselves against armed attacks.'® Therefore, armed
resistance can be seen as a form of self defense under international law. International
humanitarian law as outlined in the Geneva Conventions governs the behavior during conflicts
where these laws aim to protect both civilians and combatants who are no longer actively
involved in hostilities. Resistance movements that adhere to these principles are therefore

considered within the boundaries of international law.**

The events starting from October 7th 2023 is to be understood as a reaction against the Israeli
occupation and oppression that has been going on for more than 70 years. The current situation
is a response to the occupation, colonization and the denial of basic human rights. Palestinians
assert their cause based on the principle of self determination, which is recognized by law

under the United Nations.

The ACHRS naturally condemns all violations on human rights and international law on war no
matter the actor. Civilians lives must be protected, humanitarian aid should always be available
and torture and deprivement of basic human needs cannot be justified. With the current
unfolding of events in the Gaza Strip, it is however clear that Israel is not respecting these basic
principles. The consequences are sadly that we are right now witnessing a genocide on
Palestianians in the Gaza Strip. We urge Israel to stop all military activity and for the
international community to intervene in securing a ceasefire. Palestinians must be ensured their

rights to their own land without Israeli intervention and presence in the future.
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