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EGYPTEGYPT   

Assault on Truth: Egypt's Struggle
for Freedom of Speech

Karim Assaad, a 30-year-old Egyptian journalist,

faced a terrifying assault by government security

agents due to his work as a journalist. Assaulted in

his home, his family bore witness to the horrifying

ordeal. Assaad is a part of Matsadaash, a platform

vital for debunking misinformation and revealing

government propaganda.

This incident coincided with the 10th anniversary of

the Rab'a mass killings, a tragic event that forever

scarred Egypt. The massacre showcased the

excessive force wielded against peaceful

demonstrators, leaving hundreds dead.

Unfortunately, a decade later, the perpetrators

remain unaccountable, while survivors face

imprisonment or exile. Assaad's case serves as a

stark reminder of Egypt's deteriorating situation,

emphasizing the urgent need to address rampant

security force abuses and past atrocit.

sources: Humanrights wacth

LEBANONLEBANON

Lebanon Struggling to Ensure School
Openings Throughout the Year

In mid September, the Lebanese Education Ministry

and foreign donors officials met to discuss the

financing of the new school year. 

The Lebanese cabinet approved 50 million US-Dollar

for the Education Ministry. However, this is only

enough to keep the schools open for four months

out of eight. Lebanon depends on international

funding in order to guarantee education. Since the

start of the Syrian conflict, foreign government have

provided more than 2.5 billion US-Dollars to schools

with refugee children. However, it is unclear if they

will also support only Lebanese schools.

Armed Groups have taken over Schools,
Preventing 6000 Children From
Attending 

Over the last four years, the education for children

in Lebanon has deteriorated. According to Human

Rights Watch, over a million Syrian and Lebanese

children in Lebanon were affected by school

closures in the last four years. This because of anti-

corruption protests, Covid restrictions and teachers’

strikes. 

sources: Humanrights watch

In the beginning of September, armed groups were

occupying over eight schools that are run by

UNRWA. This prevented 6,000 children from

attending school as the new school year starts in the

Ein el Hilweh camp, the largest refugee camp in

Lebanon. The UN Humanitarian Coordinator for

Lebanon emphasizes that the occupation of schools

is a violation of international humanitarian law and

a jeopardy of the future of the entire community.

The UN urges the armed groups therefore to cease

fighting in the camp and to vacate the schools

accordingly. 

sources: UN News 

sources: Pixapay, Leonid Andronov

https://achrs.org/english/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/09/20/how-brute-violence-became-egypts-answer-virtually-everything
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/09/13/lebanon-new-school-year-risk
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/09/1140502
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/09/1140502
https://www.istockphoto.com/portfolio/railelectropower?mediatype=photography


ACHRS |  PAGE 6SEPTEMBER 2023

WWW.ACHRS.ORG

LIBYALIBYA

UN Urges Inclusive Political
Agreement for Transparent
Elections in Libya

A Senior United Nations official, Abdoulaya Bathily,
emphasized the urgent need for Libya to move past its current
state of institutional fragmentation. He called for an inclusive
political agreement that would pave the way for fair and
transparent elections across the country. Bathily noted that
Libyan leaders have agreed to amend draft laws and urged the
country’s legislative chambers to finalize and implement
electoral laws within a reasonable timeline. He stressed the
importance of creating a level playing field for all candidates
and highlighted the desire of citizens for unified political,
military, security, and economic institutions to safeguard the
country’s integrity and identity. 

Bathily also mentioned progress in reuniting the Central bank
of Libya as a sovereign institution but noted that fragile
stability in Tripoli was disrupted by armed clashes in August.
He emphasized the need for all parties to preserve the
security gains achieved in recent years. 

Noura Jerbi, a women’s right activist, expressed concern over
severe restrictions on civil society in Libya. She highlighted
oppressive laws, unwarranted investigations, and enforced
disappearance of human rights defenders and activists. Al-
Jerbi called for a new civil society law and an independent
civil society commission free from interference. She also
addressed discriminatory procedures against women’s travel
in Libya, emphasizing the need for legal reform and
international cooperation. 

Ishikane Kimihiro, Chair of the Council Committee on Libya,
provided an update on the committee’s work, covering various
issues such as acts by armed groups, human rights violations,
illicit exports of petroleum products, and implementation of
asset freezes. 

During the ensuing debate, Council members emphasized that
presidential and parliamentary elections are crucial for
restoring legitimacy to Libya’s institutions. They noted that
security is a prerequisite for creating an environment
conductive to elections. Some delegates expressed concern
about recent armed crashes in Tripoli, highlighting the
importance of protecting civil space for accountability and
democratic participation. 
Sources:  UN Press, Wilson center

PALESTINEPALESTINE

Israeli Soldiers Accused of
Forcing Palestinian Women to
Strip in West Bank Raid

Source: The jerusalem post

In a recent report by Israeli news outlet Haaretz, it was
revealed that Israeli soldiers conducted a raid in the West
Bank in July. During the raid, they forced Palestinian women
to strip naked. This incident occurred during an early
morning raid on the home of the Palestinian Ajluni family
in south Hebron. The soldiers woke up 26 people in the
household, including 15 children.

While male family members were searched without being
required to strip, female soldiers separately took the women
of the family into a room and forced them to undress. The
soldiers threatened to release attack dogs on the women if
they resisted, and at times, they released the dogs close to
the women to intimidate them into compliance. The female
family members who were forced to strip naked included a
53-year-old woman, her 17-year-old daughter, and three
daughters-in-law in their twenties.

During this distressing ordeal, the soldiers also used their
rifles to threaten the women and prevent male family
members from intervening. Additionally, the soldiers
arrested the family's eldest son during the raid, and valuable
items, including gold jewelry and money, were reportedly
taken from the home.

The Israeli military's spokesperson's unit defended the raid,
stating that it was based on intelligence and that a weapon
was found in the house. They also claimed that the soldiers
did not have cameras on their helmets during the raid and
that the dogs were not present in the room during the
inspection. However, concerns about the use of forced nudity
and intimidation tactics by Israeli occupation forces against
Palestinians have been raised, as these actions are cBank
over the past year.

sources: Pixabay,hosnysalah
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Saudi Arabia’s Alarming
Response: Death Penalty for
Online Dissent

SAUDI ARABIASAUDI ARABIA

Source: Humanrights wacth, Ohchr, CNN

Human Rights Watch has extensively documented abuses in
Saudi Arabia’s justice system, posing significant obstacles for
defendants like al-Ghamdi in obtaining a fair trial.
The system exhibits severe deficiencies, including prolonged
detention without charge, denial of legal assistance, and
reliance on confessions obtained under torture.

In line with international human rights standards, the death
penalty should be reserved for the "most serious crimes" and
used only exceptionally. The UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights expressed concern in November 2022.
Human Rights Watch staunchly opposes the death penalty,
citing its cruelty, irreversibility, and susceptibility to
arbitrariness, bias, and error.
Joey Shea aptly remarked, "Saudi authorities are now resorting
to online criticism not only with unfair show trials, but with the
threat of capital punishment." This raises questions about
Saudi leadership's commitment to fostering a more rights-
respecting society, particularly when a critical tweet can lead to
a death sentence.

Human Rights Watch reports a troubling incident in Saudi
Arabia. Muhammad al-Ghamdi was sentenced to death solely
based on his online activities on X (formerly Twitter) and
Youtube, signaling a concerning escalation in the government's
suppression of freedom of expression and dissent.
On July 10, 2023, the Specialized Criminal Court convicted al-
Ghamdi, a retired 54-year-old teacher, solely for his peaceful
online dissent. The court heavily relied on his tweets, retweets,
and Youtube activity. Human Rights Watch researcher Joey
Shea noted, "Repression in Saudi Arabia has reached a deeply
concerning new level when a court can hand down the death
penalty for nothing more than peaceful tweets."
Al-Ghamdi was arrested on June 11, 2022, in front of his family,
enduring four months of solitary confinement. He was later
transferred to al-Ha’ir Prison in Riyadh.
During interrogations, authorities focused on his social media
posts and political views. For nearly a year, he had no legal
representation. When he did, he could only meet with his
lawyer right before court sessions.
It's worth noting that al-Ghamdi's brother, Saeed bin Nasser al-
Ghamdi, a prominent Saudi critic, resides in exile in the UK.
Human Rights Watch has observed a trend of Saudi authorities
targeting family members of critics abroad to coerce their
return.
Court documents reveal al-Ghamdi was sentenced under
various articles of Saudi Arabia's counterterrorism law,
including allegations of undermining religion or justice. The
court specified he used X and Youtube for these "crimes."
The public prosecutor sought maximum penalties for all
charges. The court justified its sentence by asserting the crimes
targeted the status of the King and Crown Prince.
The evidence included tweets critical of the Saudi royal family
and a call for the release of Salman al-Awda, a prominent
cleric.
Al-Ghamdi's sources indicate he suffers from serious mental
health issues worsened by authorities' refusal to provide
necessary medication.
Al-Ghamdi's case is part of a series targeting social media
users for peaceful dissent. Saudi courts have handed down
lengthy sentences to critics.
In August 2022, Salma al-Shebab's sentence was substantially
increased based on her activity on X. Another woman, Nourah
bin Saeed al-Qahtani, received a 45-year prison sentence for
"using the internet to tear the [country’s] social fabric."
Despite promises to reduce the death penalty, Saudi authorities
executed 81 individuals in March 2022. Activists noted 41 were
from the Shia minority, which faces discrimination.

https://achrs.org/english/
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Tunisia Places Senior Ennahda Party
Official Abdel Karim Harouni Under
House Arrest Amid Political Tensions

Tunisian authorities have placed Abdel Karim Harouni,
a senior official in the opposition Ennahda Islamist
Party, under house arrest, according to the country's
main opposition coalition, the Salvation Front. Harouni
heads the Shura Council, Ennahda's highest-ranking
body, and this move follows the arrest of other Ennahda
leaders and the closure of its headquarters. These
actions are seen by Ennahda as an attempt to
consolidate a dictatorial regime, while critics of
President Kais Saied's government view them as
politically motivated. Saied's actions, including the
closure of the elected parliament in 2021 and the
rewriting of the constitution, have sparked controversy
and led to accusations of a coup.

sources: Reuters 

IRAQIRAQ  

Amnesty International demands the Iraqi government to
immediately take steps to help release Elizabeth
Tsurkov. The Russian and Israeli citizen is a US-based
scholar who was kidnapped in Iraq on March 21, 2023.
Tsurkov is a doctoral student in the Politics Department
at Princeton University and stayed in Iraq for research
on Shia movements. According to Amnesty
International, Tsurkov has been advocating for the
rights of Palestinians, refugees and migrants in the
Middle East.

In a public statement, the Israeli Prime Minister’s Office
stated that Tsurkov was kidnapped by Kata’ib Hezbollah,
a group that is listed as a terrorist group in the US. Iraq
is part of the International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances
and is obliged to criminalize enforced disappearances
and investigate them. The Iraqi government has already
opened an investigation but hasn’t published any
findings yet.

sources: Amnesty

International organizations demand
increased pressure to release kidnapped
scholar

QATARQATAR

Urge to Release Human Rights Activists
Participating in Peaceful Protests.

On August 9, 2021, people, from especially the politically
deprived tribe Al-Murra, took to the streets protesting
against a discriminatory election law as the ratified law
number 6 discriminated members of their tribe, from
running or voting in the Shura election. Here, they
demanded the new law to be overturned and called for
the right to full citizenship, respect for freedom of
expression, and the promotion of social justice among
citizens.
The ACHRS collaborator The Gulf Centre for Human
Rights (GCHR) is now reporting that initial life
imprisonment sentences have been ratified against two
human rights laws lawyers, Dr. Hazzaa bin Ali Abu
Shraydeh Al-Marri and his brother Rashid bin Ali Abu
Shraydeh Al-Marri, both of whom participated peacefully
in the 2021 protests.
The ACHRS follows GCHR in condemning the continued
imprisonment of the two lawyers. Following the human
rights principles of the right to peaceful assembly and
freedom of expression, we call also call on the “Qatari
government to immediately rescind all these unfair
rulings that were issued on false charges that violate the
civil and human rights of citizens, including the right to
express their opinions online and offline, as well as the
right to peaceful assembly.”

sources:gc4hr, gc4hr, Amnesty 

Demands from Human Rights Groups in
the Lights of the Upcoming COP28

From November 30 to December 12, 2023, the UAE will
be hosting COP28, gathering world leaders to discuss the
globe’s urgent climate issues in Dubai. Here, more than
200 civil society groups sent a series of demands
concerning the nation’s human rights record.
The Gulf country is known for not allowing political
parties and showing no mercy towards dissent and
critique. Freedom of assembly and freedom of speech is
likewise extremely limited – prerequisites otherwise
needed when adressing the current global climate crisis.
The ACHRS will keep a close eye on how the freedom of
assembly and freedom of speech is carried out
throughout the COP – for the sake of basic human rights
as well as the future of our globe.

sources: gc4hr

UAEUAE
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