
UN ROUNDTABLE ON CIVIC SPACE AND ENHANCING

PARTICIPATION THROUGH STRENGTHENED PARTNERSHIPS

The ACHRS attended a roundtable of the United Nations entitled “Civic
Space: Enhancing participation through strengthened partnerships” on
the 13th of September. In recent years, the United Nations and its offices
have increased the partnerships and coordination with civil society.
According to the UN, an open and accessible civic space is crucial for the
building of a better, human rights-oriented future. 
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The goals of the event were to strengthen partnerships and enhance civil society participation,

to share good practices, and to solicit specific commitments. Ilze Brands Kehris, Assistant of the

Secretary-General for Human Rights and moderator of the event, stressed in her opening

remark the significance of an inclusive and safe participation of civil society from a local to a

global level. This participation can give a voice to diverse communities and draw attention to

critical human rights challenges on the ground. However, barriers remain. Diversity needs to be

increased, participations broadened, and a protective environment provided.

The first panelist, Maritza Chan Valverde, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, and a

supporter of the “Unmute Civil Society” initiative, emphasized the significance of civil society as

a part of the United Nations, particularly in decision making. The “Unmute Civil Society” initiative

formed recommendations, including broadening participation of civil society and their access to

information, which are supported by over 50 states.

The second panelist, Elizabeth Spehar, Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding support,

stressed the importance of the engagement of the peacebuilding community. Communities and

local society actors are rightsholders, and their needs need to be considered for a human rights

approach for peace. Moreover, local communities are often the first ones to identify tensions

and can serve as early warning system and effective responders due to their credibility.

Additionally, local actors have the critical knowledge about driving factors and how to facilitate

peace. 



In conclusion, the input of local partners and their involvement in decisions is crucial to facilitate

sustainable peace. Spehar also presented the wide range of tools of the UN, like peace and

development advisors on the field, resident coordinators, and localized reports about human

rights.

Alexander Marschik, Chair of the 78th Session of the General Assembly Third Committee and

permanent representative of Austria, explained why the UN needs the expertise and the

involvement of civil society. According to Marschik, civil Society is an engine of progress, a

catalyst for change, that drives the process at the UN. Members of civil society often have very

specialized expertise that bring a diversity of voices to the table. Moreover, it is important that

interaction of civil society is ensured, for example through informal meetings with organizations

in consultative status with UN ECOSOC.

After that, Mavic Cabrera-Balleza, Chief Executive Officer and founder of the Global Network

of Women Peacebuilders, focused on her speech about the role of women in peacebuilding and

their challenges. Binota Moy Dhamai, member of the “Global Coalition of Civil Society,

indigenous people, social movements and local communities for the universal recognition of the

human rights to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment” and member of the expert

mechanism on the rights of indigenous peoples, emphasized the necessary involvement of

indigenous people in decision making and partnerships. Furthermore, Mandeep Tiwana, Chief

Officer of CIVICUS and human rights lawyer, stressed on the challenges of the civic space in

organizing themselves, in criticizing, and participating around the world. The roundtable ended

with a panel discussion on the presented subjects. 

The ACHRS recognizes the importance of the empowerment of civil society. With one of its

priorities in academic freedom, the ACHRS aims to improve the participation of student in

universities and classes. Moreover, the ACHRS empowers civil society in Arabic countries

through its youth leadership and women’s leadership program. Through grassroot movements

and an empowered civil society, human rights can be disseminated, leading to an evolution of a

more democratic society. 


