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Disseminating human rights and spreading knowledge about international human rights and

humanitarian law in Jordan and the Arab region;

Contributing to a more democratic society and enhancing the rule of law in a way that

respects human rights;

Providing a free platform for dialogue for coordinating efforts undertaken by governmental

and non-governmental organisations that are active in human rights;

Aiding governmental and non-governmental organisations in monitoring, documenting, and

following up on human rights, as a step towards enforcing these rights on all legislative and

executive levels;

Participating in the revision of local laws and regulations in order to support and uphold

human rights;

Dedicating attention to those segments of society in need of special protection.

ABOUT THE CENTER A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 5

The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) is an independent non-governmental Think

Tank center advocating for the enhancement of democracy and human rights in Jordan and the

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. The Center’s five priorities are:

FUNDAMENTALS AND PRIORITIES

THE RIGHT TO LIFE

THE RIGHT TO SPEAK

THE RIGHT TO THINK

THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

The Center works to achieve its goals by lobbying; spreading awareness via conferences and

symposiums; writing official statements, declarations, reports, articles, and booklets; and

establishing and maintaining relations with international organisations and embassies.

Furthermore, ACHRS has special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the

United Nations (ECOSOC).

OUR OBJECTIVES 



EVENTS A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 6

The two-day conference gathered civil society representatives, academics, legal experts,

occupational organizations, media workers, and journalists to present their studies and share their

experiences and opinions on how to analyze and tackle hate speech and discriminatory discourse.

ACHRS addressed an analytical approach to uncover dominant and/or competing discourses in

two media outlets, one in Jordan and the other in Algeria. Also, ACHRS representatives discussed

with participants the difficulties of defining hate speech and the criminalization of hate speech,

the differences between qualitative and quantitative research in understanding and extracting

discriminatory discourses, and the properties of social media that affect the nature of the societal

debate. The five other panels that followed focused on discrimination in politics, racism, hate

speech towards Syrian refugees, discrimination in Turkey, and hate speech on social media during

the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. To finish, the panelists addressed the question of discrimination in

the field of education in Berlin and experiences in Istanbul schools, the legal perspective and

necessity of public authorities to investigate hate speech, populism, and discrimination, LGBTI+

and hate speech in Turkey, gender-based discrimination, and measures to combat discrimination

and hate speech.

PUBLIC REPORT: INTERNATIONAL HATE SPEECH AND

DISCRIMINATION CONFERENCE 

1 1  JANUARY 2021

ACHRS participated in 12 conferences this year, on women’s rights,

the right to speak, housing issues, peaceful protest, and other human

rights issues. The Center also presented and contributed to the Final

Report of the Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues at the Africa

and Middle East Regional Forum on Conflict Prevention and the

Protection of the Human Rights of Minorities. 
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This conference, organized by the European Institute for Security Studies (EEUIS), tackled

various themes and regions, focusing on EU response to events that occurred in the MENA region.

First, Florence Gaub, Deputy Director of the EU Institute of Security Studies, discussed the

elections about to happen in the region. The panelists also noted the leadership changes for

regional organizations to come in 2021, as well as their impact on the regional situation. Ms. Gaub

pinpointed three areas of interest that require responses: civil unrest, the economy, and

insecurity. Another topic the panelists dealt with was the expected situation and change of ISIS

in the region, calling for raising awareness that ISIS actions are not over. Ms. Gaub also

underlined the emergency to work on the high level of youth unemployment in the MENA region.

The representative from the EU highlighted the idea that the EU’s goal has always been to

contribute to a peaceful, prosperous, and stable neighborhood for its own good. The speakers

highlighted the fact that the EU needs to work more on long-term solutions in the future,

especially regarding the climate change crisis. The conference ended on the idea that

organizations that could represent and engage the younger generations in a constructive way, to

prepare them for political leadership and issues that must be addressed. 

PUBLIC REPORT: 2021 -  WHAT'S TO COME 

22 JANUARY 2021

This webinar was organized by Chatham House, a think tank based in London, to deal with

Professor Aysegül Kibaroglu and Dr. Ramazan Caner Sayan’s research paper that has been

published in the International Affairs journal. This research paper provides a brief overview of

the water politics of the Euphrates and Tigris rivers in the last 50 years. ACHRS reported the

pieces of information given by the two academics on a public report to summarize the core

message of the research paper. The webinar, following the issues underlined by the 2 academics,

dealt with bilateral or multilateral cooperation about water in the region. They remade a timeline

of tensions between the three riparian states, explaining the unstable political situation currently

occurring in the region. 

PUBLIC REPORT: WATER AND PEACE-BUILDING IN

IRAQ AND SYRIA 

1 1  FEBRUARY 2021
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The State of Press Freedom in Turkey Today was hosted by the Turkey Tribunal in collaboration

with the International Observatory of Human Rights to discuss the Tribunal’s latest report on

press freedom in Turkey. This webinar is the fourth part of a series of webinars on Turkey’s human

rights challenges. The webinar discussed the present state of press freedom in Turkey in light of

the report and of two fundamental questions. First, can Turkey currently be considered a country

within which a sufficient degree of freedom of the press and freedom of expression is

guaranteed, so it can follow the standards of a functioning democracy? To tackle this question,

the conference speakers made the point on Turkey’s long history of infringement of press

freedoms. The panelists agreed that Turkey could not guarantee any of the four basic criteria for

credible journalism: freedom, editorial independence, pluralism, and safety. Special attention was

placed on the situation of journalists in Turkey, referring to the number of journalists in prison and

taking examples of them. Second, can the decisions taken by the Turkish government still be

considered a reaction linked to the “coup d’état” or do they need to be evaluated as a way to

“destroy” the voices and/or organizations critical of the government? In addressing the second

question, the panel came back on the journalists' situation during the 2016 coup d’État, to finally

conclude that the post-2016 repression was not a normal reaction to a coup d’état. 

PUBLIC REPORT: THE STATE OF PRESS FREEDOM IN

TURKEY TODAY 

10 FEBRUARY 2021

Anwar Al Bounni, a Syrian activist, held this conference to recall what had happened in Hama in

1982. He explained that Hama was a small city that had always been politicized. The speaker

traced the timeline of the events and gave his opinion on the government’s ability to stop the

insurrection. Jennifer Triscone, Legal Advisor at Trial International, then explained what Trial

International had done to hold the perpetrators of this massacre accountable, and she set out the

difficulties of prosecuting such crimes. She highlighted the fact that the crimes have taken place

outside the territory of the state investigating, which makes it difficult to find evidence. The

panelists continued explaining the case in detail, explaining the main difficulties of it regarding

international law. 

PUBLIC REPORT: SYRIA - JUSTICE FOR THE HAMA

MASSACRE 

14 FEBRUARY 2021
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This webinar was hosted by the European Institute of the Mediterranean with the participation of

Professor Yezid Sayigh, a senior research fellow at the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut,

where he leads the program on Civil-Military Relations in the Arab States. In this lecture, he

argued that the Egyptian Army has never had such a degree of power over Egyptian society and

its institutions. This is for three fundamental reasons. First, President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s

administration has eliminated all potential political adversaries. Second, the military has expanded

its role in the economy. Third, the military has changed its relationship with civil society. The

lecture traced the Egyptian army’s operations and role in society in the past 10 years. The speaker

links this analysis with the political situation and explains how the Egyptian power manages the

role of the Army. 

PUBLIC REPORT: THE ROLE OF THE ARMY IN EGYPT 10

YEARS AFTER TAHRIR 

3 MARCH 2021

Chatham House, also known as the Royal Institute of International Affairs, hosted a webinar to

discuss the impact of Iran’s upcoming presidential elections, the possible results, and the future of

democratic institutions and civil society in Iran. First, the panelists were asked about the situation

and the weight of the elections, as about 230 dissidents and civil society activists in Iran have

called on fellow citizens to boycott the elections. Journalist Nazila Fathi made a point on previous

attempts by the regime to curtail political participation, especially by activists and critics. Then,

moderator Ms. Vakil, Deputy Director and Senior Research Fellow from Chatham House made the

speakers discuss the discrepancy between the domestic and international policies of Iran. Lastly,

speakers pointed out that these elections have been the most open presidential candidate

debates to date. They referred to the app Clubhouse, which allows voters to participate in online

political discussion forums, and which has been particularly used within the context of the 2021

Iran presidential elections. 

PUBLIC REPORT: IRAN'S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION,

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

9 JUNE 2021



EVENTS A C H R S  |  P A G E   1 0

This forum, organized by United Nations Special Procedures and Tom Lantos Institute, was the

first forum on Conflict Prevention and The Protection of The Human Rights of Minorities in the

Middle East. The main purpose of the conference was to provide regional insights on the issue.

About 50 countries were represented in the 256-participant forum, the first of its kind under the

assignment of the Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues. 

The conference was divided into four overarching themes informed by the framework of

international human rights law and standards: 1. Substantive root causes of contemporary

conflicts involving minorities, 2. Normative framework: the human rights of minorities and conflict

prevention, 3. Obstacles to implementing the rights of minorities and early effective conflict

prevention, and 4. Ways forward towards addressing gaps in human rights mechanisms to protect

minorities and prevent conflicts. 

On the first day, Ms. Dawda Jallow, Justice of the Republic of Gambia, and Ambassador Haifa

Abu Ghazaleh highlighted the importance of cross-boundary cooperation to protect the rights of

minorities. The first session attempted to identifying the elements that lead to the ethnic conflict to

preemptively stop them before they start. Colonial influences and access to self-determination

and independence were pointed out as major factors of ethnic conflicts. The second thematic

session focused on frameworks that can be used to understand and codify the rights of minorities

in both domestic and international law. 

The issues discussed were the definition of citizenship, the influence of cultural imperialism on the

term "diversity," the taboo about sexual minorities, and the detrimental factors that discrimination

and the oppression of minorities bring. The first session dealt with the environmental, monetary,

and human capacities of countries. The lack of monetary funding to provide the basic needs for its

citizens, the lack of financial resources, and the lack of human capital were identified as obstacles

in implementing the rights of minorities. To finish, the last session was focused on coming up with

mechanisms to protect minorities. Speakers stated that countries with a track record of

oppressing, or discriminating against minorities likely do not have the legal mechanisms nor the

incentives to guarantee the protection of minorities.

At the end of the conference, ACHRS contributed to the final report the Special Rapporteur

presented to the 14th session of the Forum on Minority Issues in Geneva in December 2021.

PRESENTATION & PUBLIC REPORT: AFRICA & MIDDLE

EAST REGIONAL FORUM ON CONFLICT AND THE

PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF MINORITIES 

15-16 JUNE 2021



This conference was organized by OCHCR, UN Human Rights Special Procedures, Permanent

Mission of Uzbekistan in Geneva, Bulan Institute for Peace Innovation, to discuss the

Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Women and Children Repatriated from Syria and Iraq. First,

Ambassador Ulugbek Lapasov made a point on Uzbekistan’s operations which took place to

repatriate women and children. The majority of returnees are enjoying school education and many

of the women have found jobs, he said. Professor Fionnuala Ní Aoláin then dealt with the

emergency for countries to bring back their nationals, especially the children. Professor Akmal

Saidov, Director of the National Human Rights Center of the Republic of Uzbekistan, highlighted

and described the rehabilitation process Uzbekistan has set up for children who have been

repatriated from Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan. To finish, Guilherme Doin, Global Affairs Adviser

at the International Committee of the Red Cross, highlighted the main ways to follow to protect

Children’s mental health within their rehabilitation in the country. 

PUBLIC REPORT: REHABILITATION & REINTEGRATION OF

WOMEN & CHILDREN REPATRIATED IN SYRIA & IRAQ 

5 JULY 2021
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ACHRS attended the Panel Discussion on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the

Context of Peaceful Protests. The Panel Discussion took place during the 48th session of the

Human Rights Council. The objectives of the panel discussion were: To take stock of progress

made in respecting and ensuring human rights in the context of assemblies, to discuss emerging

challenges and opportunities, such as the impact of new technologies and the online space on the

rights to freedom of peaceful assembly of expression, which would require further work and

clarification, and to identify areas where further guidance and cooperation may be needed. The

panelists discussed the context of protests and freedom of expression around the world, relying

on the Special Rapporteur’s report. The questions of the safety of journalists, the use of the

Internet, or even Covid-19 restrictions and their relevance regarding public gathering were

discussed. The speakers then discussed the definition of peaceful protest. Lysa John, Secretary-

General of CIVICUS, identified the challenges at stake to promote peaceful protests. To finish

with, the UN Police representative presented the mission and impacts of UN Police on the subject.

The panelists finally concluded by listing the issues to be addressed, concluding that 1) online and

internet discourse, 2) capacity building, 3) COVID, and 4) accountability must be areas of focus. 

PUBLIC REPORT: PROMOTION & PROTECTION OF HUMAN

RIGHTS IN THE CONTEXT OF PEACEFUL PROTEST 

29 SEPTEMBER 2021

The roundtable discussion’s main objective was to present the Jordanian Women Empowerment

Ecosystem Map developed by the UN-ESCWA Technology Center and establish the national task

force for supporting the “Arab Women Empowerment in Technology and Entrepreneurship

Program (AWETE).” The roundtable discussion aimed at creating a bridge between UN-ESCWA

(ETC) and the country’s key actors, from private and public organizations, while exploring the role

they play in empowering women through entrepreneurship and technology. The discussion

focused on challenges for women in the labor market in terms of unemployment, the gender gap,

COVID, and a lack of access to technologies. The panelists agreed on the following categories to

appear on the map: Sustainable development, Entrepreneurship and employment, Women’s

network, Capacity building, Health, and GBV Prevention Awareness, Awareness, Legal Aid.

PUBLIC REPORT: WOMEN EMPOWERMENT FOR

TECHNOLOGY AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

30 SEPTEMBER 2021



This meeting was a briefing for the preparation for the 66th session of the Commission on the

Status of Women (CSW66). The CSW66 is to take place on the 14th to 25th of March 2022 with a

focus on climate change and Environment disaster risk reduction. The NGO discussed all the

technical measures of the CSW, especially regarding Covid-19 and the hybrid format. A

presentation of the actors, representatives, and framework of the Commission has been made. 

PUBLIC REPORT: NGO BRIEFING ON THE COMMISSION

ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

4-5 OCTOBER 2021
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ACHRS underlined the concerns on fundamental rights posed by forced migration. In 2020, there

were 80 million forcibly displaced people worldwide, and many of them suffered physical and

psychological trauma. ACHRS called on the international community to fight the root causes of

forced migration, to ensure the protection and safety of displaced people, and to recognize their

right to residency. 

FORCED DISPLACEMENT AND CALL FOR INTERNATIONAL

COLLABORATION

1 1  JANUARY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the use of the death penalty and called on Jordan to respect the moratorium the

country adopted in 2006 that halted the use of capital punishment. Abu Ruwai, an ISIS follower, was

sentenced to death after stabbing eight persons in November 2019 in Jerash. While Abu Ruwai

should be held accountable for his crimes, ACHRS opposes the use of the death penalty to do so, in

all cases. 

MUSTAFA ABU RUWAIS' DEATH SENTENCE

19 JANUARY 2021  

ACHRS called upon the Iranian authorities to implement a moratorium on the death penalty and to

provide its citizens with fair trials. Iranian forces killed 10 people and wounded five others, leading

hundreds of people in the street to protest against the killings. Iran has intensified its repression of

protests, and ACHRS argued for freedom of expression and the right to life. 

REPRESSION OF MINORITY GROUPS IN SISTAN &

BALUCHISTAN

24 FEBRUARY 2021  
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The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies published 42 statements in

2021, commenting on human rights issues across the MENA region. Through

these statements, ACHRS condemned the death penalty and various rights

violations and supported women and vulnerable populations. 



ACHRS welcomed the ban on selling arms to Saudi Arabia and the UAE from Australia, Italy, and the

United States. Western powers have a responsibility in the Yemeni civil war, since their weapons are

used by the Saudi-led coalition. ACHRS called on Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, the

Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, and the UK to respect human rights and international law by halting

arms sales to countries engaged in the Yemeni war. 

ARMS SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA & THE UAE

24 FEBRUARY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the UK’s Supreme Court decision not to repatriate Shamima Begum and called on

Western countries to repatriate their citizens arrested by Kurdish fighters. ACHRS also called on the

respect of basic human rights for all citizens, along with repatriation and rehabilitation for foreign

fighters. Begum travelled to Syria in 2015 to join ISIS, where she was later captured by local Kurdish

groups. The UK stripped her of her British nationality and the UK Supreme Court argued that her

repatriation would pose a threat to national security. 

UK SUPREME COURT DECISION TO NOT REPATRIATE SHAMINA

BEGUM

3 MARCH 2021  

STATEMENTS
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ACHRS called on the international community to prosecute international criminals following Germany’s

example and to bring justice to victims by using universal jurisdiction. Eyad A. was convicted to 4.5

years imprisonment for his role in Syria in the violations in the rights of the protestors who were

transported under his supervision to prisons, where they were tortured and abused. 

EYAD A. 'S CONVICTION FOR CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY IN

GERMANY

3 MARCH 2021  

ACHRS condemned the deportation of asylum seekers and called on Jordan to apply the non-

refoulment principle to all nationalities, not just to Syrian asylum seekers. Human Rights Watch

reported that Jordan deported at least four Yemeni asylum seekers to their country, breaching the

principle of non-refoulment. 

DEPORTATION OF ASYLUM SEEKERS BY JORDAN

7 APRIL 2021  

ACHRS condemned the apartheid state in Israel and the excessive use of force against Palestinian

civilians. Israel used force disproportionally against Palestinian citizens in Gaza, with hundreds of

civilians dead. The rapidly increasing violence on civilians violated Geneva’s convention statute on

the indiscriminate use of force on civilians. 

ISRAELI OCCUPATION ATTACKS ON PALESTINE

23 MAY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the lack of a truly democratic process in the Syrian elections that failed to

include a real opposition to the governing regime. In the days before the elections, the Syrian

authorities released hundreds of human rights activists in an attempt to cleanse its image. ACHRS

supported the release of these activists but condemned the cycle of arbitrary detention and public

release to whitewash human rights violations. 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN SYRIA

25 MAY 2021  



ACHRS called on both governments to respect all human rights of the migrants and to provide them

with shelter and dignified living conditions. Almost 8.000 migrants entered the Spanish city of Ceuta

from Morocco in just 48 hours. The incident that sparked an unprecedented crisis, which took place

following rumors claiming that local authorities would be taking a lax attitude at the border.

SPANISH-MOROCCAN MIGRANT CRISIS

3 JUNE 2021  

ACHRS condemned the lack of democratic guarantees that the Syrian presidential elections offered,

namely the lack of genuine opposition to Bashar al-Assad, who won a fourth seven-year term in

elections described by the Syrian opposition and Western countries as a sham. The vote further

extended Assad’s grip over Syria after several years of bloody conflict.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN SYRIA - ELECTION DAY

26 MAY 2021  

ACHRS urged the newly elected prime minister to adhere to international law. ACHRS expressed

deep concern over the extremist views posed by Neftali Bennet in regard to human rights violations

against Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza and the annexation of territory in the West Bank.

ISRAELI OCCUPATION COALITION WITH NAFTALI BENNET

7 JUNE 2021  
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ACHRS condemned the death penalty. The MENA region topped the global list of executioners in

2020, accounting for 88% of the 483 reported executions carried out worldwide in 2020. Many of

these executions violated international law due to unfair trials and convictions, states using the death

penalty as a political deterrent, the use of torture to obtain confessions, and the execution of people

who committed their offences as children.

DEATH PENALTY IN 2020

5 JULY 2021  

ACHRS affirmed its opposition to the death penalty and supported people’s right to live, express

different views, peacefully protest, and have a fair trial. The highest Egyptian Civilian Court upheld

death sentences for 12 senior Muslim Brotherhood members, and many Muslim Brotherhood figures

have been sentenced to death in other cases related to the unrest that followed the 2013 military

coup. 

DEATH SENTENCES UPHELD IN EGYPT FOR MUSLIM

BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS 

18 JUNE 2021  
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ACHRS condemned Turkey’s decision to withdraw from the Istanbul Convention as it demonstrated a

lack of protection of these human rights. The Istanbul Convention is a human rights treaty that the

Council of Europe drafted in 2011 to combat violence against women and domestic violence. Violence

against women and domestic violence is a violation of the human rights of the right to life, right to

physical, mental and moral integrity, right to security of person, and equal rights of men and women.

TURKEY'S WITHDRAWAL FROM ISTANBUL CONVENTION

1 1  JULY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the American killings of civilians in Yemen. The US military acknowledged a

civilian killed in a drone strike in Yemen. However, the US did not provide remedies to the family of

the victim and did not acknowledge 37 other similar deaths.

YEMENI CIVILIANS KILLED IN AMERICAN DRONE ATTACKS

13 JULY 2021  



ACHRS criticized the extension of the discriminatory legislation and called for an end of the

Citizenship and Entry Law with a pathway to swift family reunification, residency, and citizenship for

Palestinian residents. Israel failed to extend the Citizenship and Entry Law for another year for the

first time since its passage in 2003. However, a compromise extended it for six months

ISRAELI OCCUPATION'S CITIZENSHIP & ENTRY LAW VOTE

14 JULY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the human rights abuses of the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army and called

for greater media coverage and accountability for the atrocities that took place in Northern Syria.

The Turkish-backed Syrian National Army was accused of ethnic cleansing in the region.

CONTINUED HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY TURKISH-BACKED

FORCES IN SYRIA

26 JULY 2021  

ACHRS condemned the Libyan authorities’ abuses and the EU’s complicity in these abuses.

Amnesty International documented human rights violations by Libyan authorities against refugees

and migrants. Through its cooperation with Libyan authorities, the EU is complicit in these abuses. 

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY LIBYAN

COASTGUARD

27 JULY 2021  
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ACHRS encouraged the ratification of the ILO Convention 190 in Jordan and all over the Middle East

as an opportunity for leaders to reshape gender equality in the region. The ILO Convention No. 190

was the first international treaty to recognize the right of everyone to be able to work without the

worry of violence and harassment, including gender-based violence in the workplace.

RATIFICATION OF ILO CONVENTION 190

28 JULY 2021  

A year after the Beirut explosion, investigations into the explosion remained consistently blocked by

the Lebanese authorities. ACHRS condemned the blocking of the investigation and joined the call for

an international investigatory mission of the explosion. 

ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF BEIRUT PORT EXPLOSION

4 AUGUST 2021  

ACHRS condemned the undemocratic actions by the President and called for a political resolution

that upholds Tunisia’s long-lasting democracy. Indeed, Tunisia saw mass protest as a result of

increasing issues surrounding Covid-19 and the economy. Consequently, the President of Tunisia froze

parliament, dismissed the prime minister, and ignored the constitution resulting in what the center and

international community consider as a coup d’état. 

ONGOING POLITICAL CRISIS IN TUNISIA

4 AUGUST 2021  

STATEMENTS A C H R S  |  P A G E  2 0  
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NSO Group has sold Pegasus spyware to authoritarian governments that have used it to target

political dissidents, journalists, lawyers, politicians, and individuals working on human rights issues.

ACHRS denounced spying on individuals and called upon the international community to restrict the

surveillance abilities of the government. 

NSO GROUP'S PEGASUS SPYWARE & ITS HUMAN RIGHTS

IMPACT

5 AUGUST 2021  

ACHRS condemned Israeli settlements in Palestinian territories and the Israeli Supreme Court’s lack

of acknowledgement of Palestinians claims to property in Sheikh Jarrah. Twenty-eight more

Palestinian families faced expulsion in their homes in Sheikh Jarrah at the beginning of August 2021,

even after widespread protests. 

ISRAELI OCCUPATION SUPREME COURT'S SHEIKH JARRAH

VERDICT

9 AUGUST 2021  

ACHRS called for the immediate and unconditional release of Al-Qahtari and the 10 other founders of

ACPRA and condemned his ill-treatment in prison. The imprisoned Saudi human rights defender

Mohammed Fadh Al-Qahtani undertook a hunger strike to protest his ill-treatment in prison. ACHRS

supported Al-Qahtani in his protest and demanded that the rights of prisoners be respected. 

AL-QATANI'S HUNGER STRIKE 

23 AUGUST 2021  

ACHRS condemned the use of torture and unfair trials, the violation of freedom of expression, and

the use of the death penalty. We called for the release of human rights defenders and activists as

well as an end to these executions. These violations drastically increased in Saudi Arabia in the first

half of 2021. Forty executions were reported between January and July. The use of the death penalty

violates the right to life in all cases, and this increase in executions remains extremely worrying. 

SAUDI ARABIA'S INCREASE IN EXECUTIONS IN 2021

10 AUGUST 2021  
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The United Nations report on the recruitment of children in armed conflict released in May 2021

reported 211 cases of children recruited to fight in Yemen in 2020, employed by Houthi groups.

Ceremonies were held across the country to celebrate the end of military summer camps for children

in mid-August 2021. ACHRS condemned the propaganda carried out on children in Houthi recruitment

centers and called for the cessation of these activities as well as the employment of children in

military activities

THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN ENROLLED IN HOUTHI SUMMER

RECRUITMENT CAMPS

8 SEPTEMBER 2021  

ACHRS condemned the use of torture on the Iranian-Kurdish political prisoner Heidar Ghorbani. He

was sentenced to death by a revolutionary court in Iranian Kurdistan on charges of Baghi, or armed

rebellion against the state, although he did not own a weapon. We urged the Iranian authorities to

immediately halt Ghorbani’s execution, drop the false charges, and establish a fair trial.

CALL TO HALT EXECUTION OF IRANIAN-KURDISH ACTIVIST

HEIDAR GHORBANI

16 SEPTEMBER 2021  

ACHRS supported UN groups in calling for the impunity of crimes committed in Yemen. The country

has been facing war for more than half a decade, and thousands of civilians are victims of human

rights violations. We also supported calls for assistance that could bring justice and dignity to people

in Yemen so they can exercise their fundamental rights. 

ACCOUNTABILITY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN

YEMEN

21 SEPTEMBER 2021  

Egypt dropped investigations of six individuals in Case 173, targeting human rights defenders.

However, Case 173 continuously harasses human rights defenders. ACHRS welcomed the new

development but called for a complete and immediate dismissal of Case 173.

EGYPT'S CASE NO. 173

20 SEPTEMBER 2021  



Egyptian human rights activist Alaa Abdel Fattah remained in arbitrary detention at the high-security

prison Egyptian Tora 2 since his arrest on September 29, 2019. ACHRS alerted to the deterioration of

his health condition and condemned the use of torture employed against Alaa Abdel Fattah. We

urged Egyptian authorities to establish a fair trial.

CALL TO RELEASE ALAA ABDEL FATTEH

10 OCTOBER 2021  

ACHRS warmly welcomed the EU Court decision to annul two trades and fisheries agreements

between the EU and Morocco, since they included the territories of occupied Western Sahara.

However, we feared that this will not change the EU’s and Morocco’s practice of including occupied

Western Sahara in trade agreements and called for the EU and Morocco to establish a practice of

consent in Western Sahara’s inclusion. 

EU ANNULS TRADE AGREEMENTS OVER OCCUPIED WESTERN

SAHARA

1 1  OCTOBER 2021  

ACHRS alerted on the deterioration of the health conditions of Safwan Thabet and his son Seif

Thabet. They remained in arbitrary detention by the Egyptian National Security Agency for refusing

to transfer their assets from Juhayna company to a state-owned entity. We condemned the use of

torture employed and the cruelty of their treatment and urged Egyptian authorities to establish a fair

trial.

EGYPT'S NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY'S ARBITRARY

DETENTIONS

12 OCTOBER 2021  
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ACHRS condemned the Libyan Coast Guard’s continuous human rights violations, as well as the

European Unions and its member states’ complicity in and facilitation of these abuses. Eighteen

thousand migrants and refugees bound for Europe had vanished as of October 2021 after being

detained by the Libyan Coast Guard. Many are feared to be victims of trafficking and extortion. 

18,000 DETAINED MIGRANTS DISAPPEARED IN LIBYA

13 OCTOBER 2021  

ACHRS called on Libyan authorities to stop the inhuman treatment of migrants and asylum seekers in

their detention center and supported UN agencies in calling for humanitarian assistance and justice

for migrants. At least six migrants were killed by guards at a Libyan detention center, and at least 15

others were injured and taken to hospitals. 

GUARDS KILL SIX MIGRANTS IN LIBYAN DETENTION CENTER

25 OCTOBER 2021  

ACHRS condemned the Israeli Occupation’s blocking of water, a basic human need. On Friday,

October 1st, the 48th session of the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva called for an

equitable water distribution between Israelis and Palestinians. ACHRS encouraged the UNHRC’s

statement mandating an equitable distribution of water between Israelis and Palestinians. 

UN CALLS FOR WATER EQUITY FOR PALESTINIANS

27 OCTOBER 2021  

ACHRS condemned the extension of Osman Kavala’s detention by a Turkish court. This decision was

in opposition of the European Court of Human Rights' judgement calling for Kavala’s release. We

urged the Turkish authorities to stop the arbitrary imprisonment of Turkish dissidents and to respect

the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.

PROLONGED DETENTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER

OSMAN KAVALA

26 OCTOBER 2021  



ACHRS was alarmed by the recent Israeli terrorist designation of six Palestinian civil society and

rights organizations. The Center stood in solidarity with Palestinian human rights defenders and

called on the Israeli authorities to immediately reverse their designation. 

ISRAELI OCCUPATION TARGETS PALESTINIAN CIVIL SOCIETY

1 1  NOVEMBER 2021  

ACHRS called on the Afghan authorities to stop the persecution of Shia Hazaras, political opponents,

and former Afghan government leaders. A report released by Human Rights Watch on October 22,

2021 highlighted a series of forced evictions committed by the Taliban targeting Shiite Hazaras in 5

districts of Afghanistan. These evictions redistributed the land to Taliban supporters. ACHRS

condemned the evictions and called on the Taliban to reallocate the land to the deposed landlords. 

TALIBAN'S FORCIBLE EVICTIONS

12 NOVEMBER 2021  

ACHRS strongly condemned the Moroccan security forces’ crackdown on Sultana Khaya and several

other Sahrawi activists after Moroccan security forces attacked and sexually assaulted Sahrawi

human rights defender Sultana Khaya in her home. ACHRS called on the Moroccan authorities to

fulfil their obligations under international law.

MOROCCAN SECURITY FORCES ASSAULT SAHRAWI

ACTIVIST

14 NOVEMBER 2021  
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ACHRS condemned arbitrary detention and urged the Turkish authorities to provide fair trials to its

citizens and especially to the judiciary.On November 23, Turkey was condemned by the European

Court of Human Rights (ECHR) for arbitrarily detaining 427 judges on suspicion of belonging to the

Fethullah Gülen terrorist organization. ACHRS called on Turkey to respect the European Convention

on Human Rights to which it is a signatory. ACHRS also called on Turkey to respect the decisions of

the court and to absolve itself from the sanctions of the court.

EGYPTIAN NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY'S ARBITRARY

DETENTIONS

7 DECEMBER 2021  

ACHRS opposed the violations against asylum seekers happening at the border between Belarus and

Poland. More than 1000 refugees from the Middle East were gathered and stuck at this border. Polish

forces were using tear gas and violence against people trying to cross the border. The refugees were

sleeping outside with minimalistic access to food, water, and shelter, which led to several deaths.

Both Belarus and Poland violated several human rights, and ACHRS opposed these violations against

asylum seekers.

REFUGEES & ASYLUM SEEKERS TRAPPED BETWEEN BELARUS &

POLAND

14 DECEMBER 2021  
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The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) published six

research reports in 2021, reporting on human rights issues around

discrimination, women’s rights, COVID-19’s impact, and more.  
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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to have a devastating impact around the world. Unsurprisingly,

some of the most heavily affected victims are those who were already living in poverty. Refugees and

IDP’s who had already been living in camps and other unstable housing conditions before the

pandemic now have added needs due to the virus restrictions. Jordan currently hosts about 1.3 million

Syrian refugees, of which many suffer from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) that require constant

medical attention - who, in a situation of medical emergency and in a country that has a shortage of

healthcare professionals, are in extreme danger. Moreover, lockdowns and stay-at-home policies

have severely diminished the labour market, causing shortage of food and healthcare. This translates

in having dwindling savings and oftentimes relying on children for support and unethical labour. In

general, in contexts of unrest, disease, poverty and uncertainty in the future, there is a boost in

human rights violations through practices like early marriage, dropping out of school, gender-based

violence and child labour, exploitation and trafficking. 

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON REFUGEES, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN

IN JORDAN
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Palestinian people suffer from countless acts of violence and denial of their human rights, which have

increased overall in 2020, in the name of the Israeli Occupation’s national security. This report

presents and quantifies the main tools of oppression used by the Israeli state, with the aim to prove

that the extreme force used against Palestinians is in no way comparable to the damage caused by

their uprisings. Indeed, between January 2008 and February 2021, 5,592 Palestinian were killed,

whereas the number of Israeli fatalities was 251. In the same period, 114,822 Palestinians were injured,

while the number of harmed Israeli citizens reached 5,639. Moreover, another important aspect is the

long-existing annexation of Palestinian land by the Israel Occupation, which has accelerated in recent

years. Defying international laws and agreements signed with Palestine, the Israeli Occupation is

occupying, annexing, and stealing Palestinian land in order to establish de facto sovereignty over

more land than it has been granted. 

Demolition is another illegal and over-used Israeli Occupation strategy to gradually evict Palestinians

from Jerusalem and coveted Palestinian territories, creating forced displacement, homelessness,

fragmentation, and isolation of Palestinian neighborhoods. Furthermore, water is a central bone of

contention in the current conflict in a region heavily affected by water shortage. The occupation

results in an asymmetrical distribution of water resources that are mostly owned by the Israeli

Occupation, even in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, despite international water agreements and

reciprocal treaties. To make a comparison, and considering the minimum standard of water

consumption set by the WHO of 100 liters, Palestinians consume an average of 73 L, whereas Israelis

have an average of 240 L.

Restricting the movement of Palestinians is another mean used by the Israeli Occupation to reinforce

its occupation of land, which leads Palestinians to live in constant uncertainty. Likewise, detention and

arrest are a widespread means used by Israeli Occupation forces to control the Palestinian

population, with the aim to deter any Palestinian from rising up. All Palestinians living in the occupied

zone, when facing the law, are tried by the Israeli Occupation military court, and 99.9% of them are

found guilty. When detained, they face inhumane conditions and torture: 66% of survivors reported

the use of sleep deprivation and 40% were subjected to the use of painful and prolonged stress

positions; 31% reported the use of physical violence, 27% experienced sexual harassment and

humiliation and 61% were threatened and blackmailed. One of the most unacceptable practices

implemented by the Israeli Occupation forces is the one of child imprisonment: it is in defiance of

international law and the Rights of the Child, as it denies a privileged protection to minors in the face

of justice. 12 years old is the age of criminal responsibility for Palestinians under Israeli Occupation

military law. Since 2000, 1200 Palestinian minors have been detained by Israel, of which 543 cases

took place in 2020 alone. 

2020 OVERVIEW ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS



The Yemeni civil war has been described as the worst humanitarian crisis in the world. The Saudi-led

coalition alone has killed and injured more than 18,400 civilians. In 2016, the coalition created an

investigative mechanism, the Joint Incidents Assessment Team (JIAT), which was tasked with

investigating violations of international humanitarian law, including the unlawful bombing of civilian

populations and civilian objects. States have an obligation to investigate and prosecute international

human rights and international humanitarian law violations. Nevertheless, many questions remain on

whether the JIAT can be considered an effective tool to fulfill Saudi Arabia and the United Arab

Emirates’ duty to investigate and prosecute. The analysis of the work of the Joint Incident Assessment

Team has shown that it is not independent, impartial, transparent, effective, thorough, nor prompt.

Thus, neither Saudi Arabia nor the United Arab Emirates are currently fulfilling their international

obligation to investigate and prosecute the crimes committed in Yemen.

THE JIAT: JUST INVESTIGATE IT ALL THOROUGHLY, ON THE

YEMEN WAR AND THE COALITION'S LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY
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The Jordanian Teachers’ Syndicate (JTS) is Jordan’s main teachers’ trade union. It was established in

2011 and holds around 140,000 members. The JTS became especially relevant after it called a strike in

September 2019. It was the country’s largest public sector strike, which disrupted learning for around

1.5 million students. The main demand behind these protests was an increase of the wages of public

sector’s workers, which have long been stagnating. Regardless of the agreement reached with the

government in October 2019, around 1000 teachers were incarcerated, as well as 13 members of the

board, including the chair. Moreover, a gag order was put in place, which prevented the media from

reporting about these events. The UN labelled it as a serious rights violation on the freedom of

expression, and Human Rights Watch described it as an attempt by the government to exploit the

coronavirus pandemic as a pretext for a crackdown on civil society. 

The report analyses whether Jordanian teachers and the JTS can be considered Human Rights

Defenders (HRDs), fulfilling the internationally recognized criteria stated in the Universal Declaration

on HRDs. One of the main challenges in identifying the JTS members as human rights defenders is

posed by the influence - although limited - of the Muslim Brotherhood within the organization, and the

consequent problem of adherence to the universality and indivisibility of human rights. However, the

actions and requests of the JTS constitute peaceful and legitimate claims, therefore the subsequent

repression by Jordanian judicial authorities further legitimizes the JTS as an organization committed to

defending freedoms of expression, assembly, and participation in Jordanian Society. 

JORDANIAN TEACHERS' SYNDICATE: HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
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The Arab Spring has not left the imagination of the Middle East since the eruption of the uprisings in

2010, and developments tied to this event are still unfolding to this day. It was the result of decades

of internal as well as external regional events and policy choices, which eventually led to Tunisian

Mohammad Bouazizi lighting himself on fire and igniting the initial sparks of uprising throughout the

region. By the end of 2012, governments in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Yemen were toppled and

protests took place in Bahrain, Jordan, Syria, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, and most other countries in the

region. When analyzing the root causes of these events, it seems that some fundamental errors in

policy and management had been compiling along every stage of governance the region experienced

in its post-independence era. Initially, the populist-authoritarianism of the 50s and 60s had managed

economic activity and government red tape inefficiently, resulting in inflated budgets which had

become unmanageable. Following this early stage of post-independence governance, the

liberalization era of the 1980’s envisaged by the IMF and the World Bank, produced a crony system of

favors that created unequal growth and a declining middle class. Thus, cronyism, corruption and

mismanagement, as well as a population explosion which exacerbated the compiling social pressures,

led to the erosion of the social contract and the loss of legitimacy of Arab leaders. 

CONCERNING THE ARAB SPRING: EROSION OF SOCIAL CONTRACT
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Active conflicts in the last decade are disproportionately located in the Global South, yet a simple look

at the list of the largest producers of conventional weapons shows that the profit of weapon systems

flows to robust Western economies. On a domestic level, the economic incentives of weapons

manufacturing are undeniable, and on an international level security and political capital are the pillar

of weapon exports. Nonetheless, these outputs have become part of a stalled symbiotic relationship,

with exporting countries currently neglecting the risks of selling weapons to regimes with a track-

record of human rights violations. Weapons sales has transboundary effects on the most vulnerable

and unstable populations in the Middle East and has exacerbated the worst humanitarian crises in the

region. Meanwhile, exporting states continue to profit from the death of civilians, and defense

officials, as well as industry CEOs, are not held accountable for the mass casualties that their neglect

causes. 

The future of arms exports in emerging technologies is just another cause for concern. Biometric

technology, facial recognition technology and surveillance technology are already weaponized and

used against civilians, dissidents, and human rights defenders. The current danger of having no

regulation exposes those who are most vulnerable in the countries to which these weapons or new

technologies are destined. For this reason, adhering to a robust framework for assessing the risk

index of countries with a record of human rights violations is eminent. We are at a crucial point in

which we must create a system that allows for responsible exports of national security tools while also

protecting those who are vulnerable. Wondering which actors will use weapons for good and which

will use them for evil is no longer a guessing game, but rather a data-driven assessment. The neglect

of those ignoring the data must be held accountable and punished under international law. 

RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT: ARMS SALES AND THE FUTURE OF

HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION IN THE MIDDLE EAST



Along with conferences, research, and statements, the Amman

Center for Human Rights Studies also engaged with UN Bodies' Calls

for Input to special reports and draft conventions.
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Ensure that gender-based and a refugee-based approaches are taken when dealing with the

Covid-19 pandemic;

Ensure that social-distancing measures do not prevent humanitarian and gender-based violence

organizations from doing their work effectively;

Ensure that vulnerable groups such as women and refugees are educated in their human rights

and the Covid-19 virus. Such education and awareness of, for example, the measures taken by

their government, can be done through innovative technologies or social media platforms. In this

way they can become aware of the existing socio-economic aid programmes and gender-based

violence protection mechanisms.

Covid-19 drastically impacted lives across the globe, further exacerbating inequalities. In Jordan,

women reported feeling less safe than before the pandemic and lost access to education and income.

At the same time, refugees and migrant workers lost access to education and legal resources.

Lockdowns, strict curfews, travel prohibitions, and social sector closures kept women and girls at

home, regardless of the safety of their home situations. Covid-19 also made reporting gender-based

violence far more difficult, channels for tangible assistance were forced to close.

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, refugees living in camps have been facing losses of income. In

the Za’atari camp in Jordan, most work opportunities are outside the camp. When the camp is

confined, refugees cannot reach their place of work. Additionally, hundreds of domestic workers

reported not getting paid for the work they had completed before the lockdown. Other domestic

workers have lost their work in 2020. With a loss of income and no governmental support, as most

domestic workers are not officially declared, their situation has become extremely dire.

To ensure the implementation of the SDGs, including SDG 1 on poverty, 2 on zero hunger, 3 on good

health and well-being, 8 on decent work and economic growth and 10 on reduced inequalities, the

Amman Center for Human Rights Studies called upon the international community to:

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON JORDAN'S VULNERABLE

POPULATIONS

UN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
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Even though the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan does live up to some of the Office’s

recommendations, Jordan could look into certain laws and practices in order to ensure a higher

degree of participation: in terms of basic rights and in both parliamentary and non-parliamentary

settings. In terms of basic rights, the right to participation of the non-Jordanian population is not

currently ensured under Jordanian law: the right to hold meetings, hold public assemblies and

organize demonstrations. This is especially problematic as it limits the rights of for instance the large

Syrian refugee population in the country. Furthermore, the right to participate by organizing

demonstrations is practically restricted.  

Regarding elections, the Chamber of Deputies’ legislative power is limited under the Constitution. As

the Chamber of Deputies is the only representative body, the right to participation is limited in terms

of which bodies are representative and what power these bodies have. In the 2020 elections for the

Chamber of Deputies, there was a low voter turnout, which shows that the participation practiced is

low. This turnout is even lower when understood through the perspective that only 45.5% of the

Jordanian population is eligible to vote, partly due to the large degree of non-Jordanians such as

Syrian refugees living in the country. Furthermore, participation in elections is limited because of an

unequal representation, favoring independent candidates from rural, tribal communities of Jordanian

origin, while political parties, urban areas and Palestinian Jordanians are being marginalized under

the current Jordanian election laws.      

        

Regarding participation in non-electoral contexts, there is a certain degree of civil society inclusion in

government policies. However, civil society also faces obstacles both in the legislature and in

practices, such as legal obstacles forming coalitions, as well as the dissolution of the Jordanian

Teacher’s Syndicate. In terms of the access to ICTs to ensure participation, there is a variation in the

access to the internet based on socioeconomics, gender and geography.

ACHRS suggested guidelines to prevent active limitations to the right to participation to supplement

the recommendations on how to actively include groups; guidelines on ensuring the power of

representative bodies; as well as supplementing recommendations on the inclusion of opposition

groups in electoral and non-electoral groups to supplement the current Recommendation 35 on

independent candidates. Furthermore, ACHRS would welcome investigations and recommendations,

understanding how the right to participation has been influenced by COVID-19.

GOOD PRACTICES & CHALLENGES IN USING THE GUIDELINE

ON PARTICIPATION 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
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The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies acknowledged the relevance of the call for input which

regards the “progressive realization of the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation.” The

right to water clearly falls within the scope of guarantees essential to the right of an adequate

standard of living for a person and his/ her family. Moreover, the right to water is inextricably linked

to the right to the highest attainable standard of health, and the rights to adequate housing and

food. Also, the right to water has been recognized in a wide range of international documents,

treaties, declarations and other standards. Lastly, the right should be seen in conjunction with other

rights enshrined in the International Bill of Human Rights, foremost among them the right to life and

human dignity. 

To demonstrate compliance, state parties must establish that they have taken the necessary and

feasible steps towards the realization of the right to water. The distinction between inability and

unwillingness of Jordan is unclear when discussing the extremely high level of non-revenue water.

Much of the work that is being done to realize the human right of access to water in the refugee

camp is done by international NGO (and sometimes in direct collaboration with the Ministry of Water

and Irrigation. ​

ACHRS called for Jordan to take deliberate, concrete and targeted steps towards the full realization

of the right to water, including the guarantee that the right will be exercised without any

discrimination of any kind.

PROGRESSIVE REALIZATION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS TO SAFE

DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION

UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
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In this report, ACHRS investigated human rights in the context of climate change in Jordan. Jordan is

the second most water-scarce country in the world. As many as 97 per cent of the population have

access to a modern water source, and 93 per cent have access to modern sanitary facilities. These

are the highest numbers in the Middle East and North Africa. This indicates that the country has

enough water reserves for a population of two million, but the population has exceeded ten million.

According to the UN, Jordan's annual per capita water supply is 150 m3: 350 m3 less than what is

defined as “absolute water shortage.” 

 

Water access in Jordan is also incredibly unequal, intersecting with refugee rights and women's

rights. Even though refugees technically have the same water rights as nationals, refugees often

reside in areas with low water accessibility, equating to structural discrimination. Unequal access to

water also holds a gendered dimension. In Amman, high-income neighborhoods are supplied with

water more often than low-income neighborhoods; high-income households have larger water tanks,

and there is an inequality in the maintenance of water pipes between high income and low-income

neighborhoods. 

The lack of accessibility is seen through a lack of physical and economic accessibility, which create a

structurally discriminatory practice. This does not comply with the General Comment 15’s articles 11

and 12, underpinning accessibility as necessary for the right to water adequacy. All these factors are

prevalent despite government subsidies to water, showcasing the fact that government subsidies are

not able to address practices of structural discrimination in the access to water. 

While the Jordan Water Project has conducted extensive research on how refugee influxes influence

water scarcity in Jordan, less research on the water scarcity’s effect on refugees, especially non-

Syrian refugees. ACHRS highlighted the need for the integration of refugee issues and issues of

inequality in studies on water distribution in Jordan. Here, just like there is a strategy for gender

mainstreaming, it could be beneficial to have a mainstreaming of refugee issues and class issues into

water strategies, as well as an understanding of how these intersect with one another. While there to

a certain extent are studies on this from a qualitative perspective, there is a need for quantitative

studies too on this matter. While there is some research on the group of Syrian refugees in this

matter, there is a lack of studies in this matter when it comes to the large minority of Palestinian

refugees and descendants, as well as the group of non-Syrian refugees, such as Iraqi, Yemeni,

Somali and Sudanese refugees.

CLIMATE CHANGE & HUMAN RIGHTS

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
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In this report, ACHRS provided insight on discrimination against women and girls and the current

state of girls’ and young women’s activism in Jordan, as well as recommendations moving forward. 

Women remain under-represented in the electoral administration and in decision-making positions.

According to a questionnaire study conducted by Amman Center For Human Rights Studies, the

percentage of women in leadership bodies reached 22% in the left and national parties, 19% in the

center parties, and 13% in the religious-oriented parties. 

Women often face restriction of movement imposed in rural governorates. In view of the jurisdiction

and custom, the fear of divorce would weigh and influence the participation rate of women in politics.

Young marriages, as well as pressure to have children immediately, also act as a barrier to

participation and activism. Honor killings still happen in Jordan as well, providing a lethal threat to

some considering activism. Governing institutions and legal frameworks can provide a national model

for gender equality in Jordan. International and local organizations and UN institutions in the field

support the Government of Jordan’s efforts to institutionalize gender equality through training and

supporting public sector workers to identify and address gender-related issues in the workplace. 

ACHRS recommended that the reserved seats for women in the House of Representatives should be

increased. Additionally, the women who do have seats should be able to participate in more

meaningful capacities, included in committees and able to hold decision-making roles. The women’s

quota as it currently stands is discriminatory, as it does not come close to true representation of the

electorate. 

ACHRS also recommended that NGOs, NHRIs, and government institutions support women’s rights

activists, honoring freedom of expression and providing safe spaces for women to exercise their

rights without fear of family or societal retribution. 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN & GIRLS AND 

GIRLS’ & YOUNG WOMEN’S ACTIVISM

WORKING GROUP ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN & GIRLS 



UN CONTRIBUTIONS A C H R S  |  P A G E  3 7

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur covers any act or omission amounting to torture and other

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment under applicable international customary and

treaty law. ACHRS contributed to this report on the impact of the Special Rapporteur’s thematic

reports in Jordan. 

Jordanian law bans torture, but torture often occurs in police and security detention centers.

Furthermore, even though torture is illegal, capital punishment is not seen as torture and is practised

in Jordan, as well as there has been an increase in the usage of capital punishment. Therefore,

ACHRS noted the need to specify the definition of torture to also include capital punishment, as well

as a need to end practices of torture conducted by law-enforcement agents.

ACHRS recommended a higher degree of independence and consolidation of the JIACC and

independent, investigative bodies, as well as stressing that capital punishment and torture are highly

interlinked. Quantifying the impact of COVID and by reciprocity of isolation on the use of torture

could lead Jordan to a better understanding of the current context. Furthermore, Jordan could need

support in terms of defining psychological torture and combatting this. 

ACHRS also recommended that the Special Rapporteur focus on how the COVID-19 pandemic has

affected the presence of torture and ill-treatment, especially in terms of gender-related torture and

torture against migrants and refugees. 

IMPACT OF THEMATIC REPORTS PRESENTED BY THE SPECIAL

RAPPORTEUR ON TORTURE

UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL


