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ECPM or Together Against the Death
Penalty has been campaigning since 2000
for the universal abolition of the death
penalty through advocacy, militant
awareness-raising actions and by uniting
international abolitionist forces. ECPM
supports the creation of national and
regional coalitions, carries out educational
actions with young people, conducts fact-
finding missions with people sentenced to
death and builds capacity with local actors.
Every three years, the association organizes
the World Congress against the Death
Penalty, the world’s largest abolitionist
event. 

The death penalty violates one of the most
basic human rights enshrined in several
international human rights conventions:
the right to life. Nizam Assaf, the director of
ACHRS, also attended the event, learning
from and participating in different
workshops and readings. 

As universal abolition nears, it is now time
for the abolitionist movement to reflect on
its foundations and to envision the
future.Representatives of different
generations of the abolitionist movement
vowed to renew their commitment to
universal abolition. They will enhance their
strategies for advocacy and raising
awareness, as well as find new ways to
sustain the movement and promote the
abolition of capital punishment with the
help of other advocacy movements.

Abolition in different countries requires
different approaches, which should be
constructed through intersectional and
intergenerational discussions. Lawyers in
the group discussion remarked that the
death penalty is unconstitutional, however
in some retentionist countries public 
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opinion remains in favor of death penalty.
Therefore, more diverse leadership in the
political, judicial and social sector is
needed to contextualise the death penalty
within different groups.

At least seven countries still carry the
death penalty for rape and many others
are considering reintroducing it. This
practice blatantly disregards the findings
of gender and children’s rights experts that
capital punishment does not deter rapists.
While ensuring a victim-oriented
approach, this roundtable argued that
authorities should address the root causes
of sexual violence rather than answer
popular demands for limited justice. The
coalition also wants to promote
cooperation and partnership between the
abolitionist movement, on the one hand,
and women and children’s rights activists,
on the other. Both causes should advocate
for universal abolition to highlight the fact
that capital punishment is not an effective
preventative measure against sexual
violence.

The roundtable emphasised multiple
aspects of rape and the death penalty.
India’s representative made an important
remark stating that sexual violence often
happens within closed circles, among
family or friends. Therefore, it is particularly
hard for victims of sexual violence to report
to the police considering the perpetrator –
who may be a family member or friend –
could be sentenced to death. Another
practical problem that the roundtable
discussed is that the victims often cannot
miss a day of work. Spending a day at court
is too expensive for most of the population
of India; therefore, victims are often not
willing to sue their offender. 

was invited to a virtual workshop on
“Utilizing the Atrocity Prevention Lens in
the Universal Periodic Review”. Local and
national civil society organizations from
across Africa and the Middle East gathered
to discuss the role of the Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) in strengthening their
government’s capacity to prevent atrocity
crimes. 

The UPR provides a unique tool for
encouraging nations to develop and
implement structural prevention of mass
atrocity crimes. Civil society organizations
are indispensable in the UPR process. In
order to strengthen awareness of atrocity
risks and to create a demand for
governments to address threats to
populations, GCR2P brought together civil
society organizations from all over the
world in a series of workshops. The
program aimed to build the capacity of
civil society actors to apply an atrocity
prevention lens in their UPR engagement
and helped amplify their voices on raising
awareness of atrocity risks. The
participants also learned to strengthen
their capacity to influence change in
governments and subsequent
implementation of recommendations.

Two ACHRS interns participated in the
workshop which was set up in three
modules: (1) Human rights violations,
atrocity crimes and R2P, (2) The
relationship between atrocity risks and
human rights violations, and (3) Early
Warning and the Universal Periodic
Review. 

All three modules enabled our interns to
understand what the Responsibility to
Protect (R2P) is, why it was developed, how
and by whom it is being implemented.
After the workshop participants were able
to define the four atrocity crimes –
genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity and ethnic cleansing – and
identify and unpack the relationship
between atrocity risks and human rights
violations. This includes tools of atrocity
risk assessment that help identify how
human rights violations themselves can
constitute atrocity crimes or can be a
potential risk factor for, or indicator of,
atrocities.

By the end of the workshop, our interns
were able to conduct a risk assessment
and develop UPR recommendations for
their own country based on the tools and
methods introduced throughout the
workshop. 

GCR2P WORKSHOP

On behalf of the Global Centre for the
Responsibility to Protect (GCR2P), ACHRS 
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Each month, our interns release
statements to the Centre regarding our
Five Priorities: Rights to Life, Rights to
Think, Rights to Speak, Women's Rights
and Rights to Participate. In September,
several statements from the department of
ACHRS were published condemning issues
related to women’s rights and refugee
rights. 

Our Interns have published the following
statements: 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS
STATEMENTS

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH FINDS

INSTANCES OF TORTURE USED

TO GAIN CONFESSIONS IN

TRIALS IN BAHRAIN

KEEP WATCHING QATAR’S

TREATMENT OF MIGRANT

WORKERS AFTER THE WORLD

CUP 2022 

BY MARTINE RØNDE BJERG 

In light of the current protests in Iran, the
first death sentence has been issued this
week against one of the protesters who
was arrested. It is estimated that over 300
people have already died during the
ongoing protests over the last 2 months,
and thousands have been arrested. More
than 20 others could also face the death
penalty.

ARRESTED PROTESTANTS IN

IRAN FACE DEATH SENTENCES

BY ZELAL AG

ACHRS has concerns that the media
spotlight after the World Cup will stop and
lead to Qatar falling back into the old (and
still used) patterns of human rights abuse.
ACHRS thus strongly urges the
international community to continue to
watch Qatar and the treatment of migrant
workers, as the end of the world cup does
not equal the end of the massive labor
import.

The Bahraini courts have sentenced
prisoners to the death penalty, violating
the state’s laws. HRW is concerned with the
safety and the fair trial of the prisoners. In
October, a report that describes the
situation the prisoner have to deal with on
a daily base.

The Israeli authorities use surveillance as a
tool to eliminate rights, physical space or
presence, and even – in extreme cases –
life

ISRAELI SURVEILLANCE

SYSTEM: HEAVY

CONSEQUENCES FOR

PALESTINIANS

BY MATTHIAS ALFFRAM

The reporting on COP27 has been largely
sidetracked by the crackdown on civil
activism and the human rights violations
of its host country, Egypt. The case of Alaa
Abdel Fattah, in particular, has garnered
special interest. The civil activist who rose
to prominence during the 2011 Arab Spring
went on a hunger strike and even briefly
stopped drinking water at the start of
COP27 in protest of his unlawful
detention.

COP27: GLOBAL SOUTH

DEMANDS CLIMATE CHANGE

REPARATIONS

BY CASSANDRA BACKX

MONTLY PRESS REVIEW:

Among the various visions that ACHRS has
taken as its goal, one of them is to raise
awareness for issues related to Human
Rights in the MENA Region. To fulfil this
vision, our Centre has taken it upon itself
to inform its readers every month about
the latest events in the respective
countries. This news is published on our
website at the end of each month and can
be found under Human Rights Monitoring
(HRM). 

For more information, check out our latest
September publication here: 
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/29/monthl
y-press-reviews-november-2022/

https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/14/human-rights-watch-finds-instances-of-torture-used-to-gain-confessions-in-trials-in-bahrain/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/21/keep-watching-qatars-treatment-of-migrant-workers-after-the-world-cup-2022/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/08/28/protect-jordanian-women-in-the-last-72-hours-2-women-have-been-murdered-by-their-husbands/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/08/28/protect-jordanian-women-in-the-last-72-hours-2-women-have-been-murdered-by-their-husbands/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/20/arrested-protestants-in-iran-face-death-sentences/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/23/israeli-surveillance-system-heavy-consequences-for-palestinians/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/26/cop27-global-south-demands-climate-change-reparations/
https://achrs.org/english/2022/11/29/monthly-press-reviews-november-2022/
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ACHRS is an independent non-governmental Think Tank center advocating for the

enhancement of democracy and human rights in Jordan and the MENA region. The

Center's five priorities are the right to life, the right to speak, the right to think, the right

to participate and women's rights. ACHRS has special consultative status with the

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). 
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