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ALGERIAALGERIA

Tunisian Lawyer and Activist
Denied Entry into Algeria
On December 1st, Algerian authorities banned Tunisian lawyer
and activist Yosra Frawes from entering Algeria. Frawes, a
feminist, lawyer, human rights activist, former President of the
Tunisian Association for Democratic Women (AFTD) and head
of the Middle East and North Africa region at the International
Federation of Human Rights (FIDH), was on her way to a
meeting with a women’s organization.

AFGHANISTANAFGHANISTAN

On December 20th, Taliban authorities issued a ban on
university education for all women in Afghanistan.

All government and private parties received a letter from the
minister of higher education ordering them to “implement the
mentioned order of suspending education of females until
further notice”.

This decision has sparked outrage from the international
community. The United Nations Secretary General’s deputy
special representative of Afghanistan expressed deep concern
over the ban and stated that “education is a fundamental right.
A door closed to the future of Afghanistan”.

Ned Price, the United States state department spokesperson,
declared that “this unacceptable stance will have significant
consequences for the Taliban and will further alienate the
Taliban from the international community”.

Since the Taliban takeover in 2021, women’s rights and
freedom have been on continuous decline. “Women have been
pushed out of many government jobs or are being paid a
slashed salary to stay at home. They are also barred from
travelling without a male representative, and must cover
outside the home, ideal with a burqa,” writes Hikmat Noori
from The Guardian.

Earlier this year, Taliban authorities had already prohibited
girls from attending secondary school, and since November
women and girls were even banned from going to parks,
funfairs, gyms and public baths.

Photo: The Guardian (Wakil Kohsar/AFP/Getty)

Taliban Bans Women from
Attending University

Source: The Guardian, The Guardian

Source: BBC, ABCNews

Taliban authorities have submitted a new decree prohibiting
women from working in non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) - whether foreign or domestic. The ban comes only a
few days after the Taliban banned women from attending
universities.

Taliban officials have justified this decision by stating that
“female NGO staff had broken dress codes by not wearing
hijabs”.

The United Nations strongly condemned the move stating that
it violates fundamental human rights. The UN secretary of state
opposed the decree saying “it would be devastating for the
Afghan people”.

In Afghanistan, many women working in NGOs are the main
providers in their households. One female NGO worker asked:
“if I cannot go to my job, who can support my family?”. Another
female breadwinner expressed she was shocked and said she
had complied with the Taliban’s strict dress code.

In reaction to the ban, 3 major international organizations
(Save the Children, The Norwegian Refugee Council and CARE)
have suspended their work in the country. They justified their
decision saying that they cannot effectively reach children,
women and men in desperate need in Afghanistan without the
women in their workforces.

The Norwegian Refugee Council’s chief for Afghanistan said
that they have “complied with all cultural norms”. However,
they can’t continue working without female staff members, who
they say “are essential […] to access women who are in
desperate need of assistance”. The organization currently has
468 female staff members in Afghanistan.

Taliban Bans Women from
Working for NGOs
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Frawes was stopped and detained for several hours by Algerian
authorities at the airport before being deported back to
Tunisia. According to the FIDH, Algerian authorities
confiscated her passport and she was unable to inform anyone
about her detention because mobile phones and internet
connections were cut off. Furthermore, during her detention
Yosra Frawes “was interrogated several times [by police
officers] in order to find out the organizers and the
programme of the meeting she was going to, as well as the
people she had met during a previous visit to Algeria, at the
beginning of the “Hirak” movement in 2019”.

Along with 65 other signatories, the FIDH denounced Yosra
Frawes arbitrary deportation from Algeria as it is a clear
violation to her freedom of movement. She has been denied
entry to Algiers because of her activities related to human
rights and because of her relations with Algerian civil society
opposition figures.

Source: FIDH

On December 24th Ihsane El-Kadi, director of Radio M and
News Website Maghreb Emergent, was arrested at his home by
agents of the Directorate General of Internal Security (DGSI).
The next day he was brought, handcuffed, to the headquarters
of the two media outlets as the authorities “proceeded to a
search and seizure of computers and filming equipment,
before sealing the premises and leaving” revealed Le Monde.

No official response has been given as to why El-kadi had been
arrested. However, Le Monde speculates that his detention may
be linked to a recent article he wrote criticizing Algerian
President Abdelmajid Tebboune.

In the past, El-Kadi had already faced judicial harassment for
more than 3 years. In June 2021, he was sentenced to “six
months in prison without a warrant for an opinion piece on the
role of Islamist in the Hirak movement” recounts LeMonde.

“By arresting journalist Ihsane El-Kadi and shutting down
Radio M and Maghreb Emergent, Algerian authorities are
attacking some of the last independent voices in the country”,
says the Committee to Protect Journalist (CPJ).

Source: LeMonde, CPJ

Algerian Journalist Arrested by
Security Forces

BAHRAINBAHRAIN

Leading Bahraini Activist Fined
over Prison Protests

Bahrain Bars Tens of Thousands
Voters in Elections
In Bahrain’s recent general elections, tens of thousands of
civilians were not allowed to vote. Bahrain had barred political
dissenters, civil society activists and people with minor
offenses which may be related to political activism.

Although Bahrain boasted it had seen the largest voter turnout
since 2002 (73%), this number did not include the tens of
thousands barred from voting. "According to our calculations
between 94,000 and 105,000 individuals have been excluded
from the voter bloc which means that the actual voter turnout
rate is a maximum of 57 percent," says Rabab Khadaj from the
Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy.

Our previous Human Rights Monitor also reported on the
exclusion of political opposition from the ballot. Ultimately,
Bahrain’s general elections served only to uphold the status
quo by barring any opposition members from running for
office and from voting in the election.

Source: Middle East Eye

EGYPTEGYPT

Bahraini human rights defender Abdul-Hadi al-Khawaja was
convicted and fined for protesting prison conditions. Al-
Khawaja has been imprisoned since 2011 after his involvement
in peaceful democratic protests, which have cost him a life in
prison.

Al-Khawaja, 61, had protested Bahrain’s normalization deal with
Israel while in prison and faced additional criminal charges for
insulting Israel. Other charges brought against him, such as
insulting a prison guard and breaking a plastic chair, are
related to al-Khawaja’s protest against prison conditions. A
Bahraini court ultimately convicted al-Khawaja over the latter
two charges and fined him for £353.

Bahraini human rights activists have condemned the unfair
treatment and trial of al-Khawaja and have called out Bahraini
authorities for using these charges to intimidate and silence
political prisoners and opposition.

The EU issued a statement in response to the verdict
condemning the treatment of al-Khawaja and other imprisoned
human rights defenders and demanding their release.

Source: Middle East Eye, Middle East Eye, 

European Parliament
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IRANIRAN

Iranian Authorities Execute First
of Mahsa Amini Protesters
Iran has executed two protesters on December 8th and 12th
respectively due to their participation in the ongoing Mahsa
Amini protests. The two 23 year olds, Mohsen Shekari and
Majidreza Rahnavard, were convicted of “waging war against
god” after they were accused of allegedly injuring or stabbing
Basij Resistance Force militiamen to death.

Multiple well-known Iranians that have expressed support for
the protests were arrested by the Iranian government. Tareneh
Alidoosti, an Iranian Oscar winning actress, was arrested after
an Instagram post, expressing solidarity with Shekari, the first
man executed for protesting. Iranian footballer Amir Nasr-
Azadani, was also arrested and convicted last month. He is 

Egypt has released Ismail Alexandrani, a security expert and
journalist after his 10-year prison sentence was commuted in
October.
Alexandrani, an expert on militant movements in Egypt's Sinai
peninsula, was accused of publishing military secrets and being
a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, which has been outlawed
in Egypt. His supporters, however, have argued that the
journalist's writings were critical of the Muslim Brotherhood.
He was imprisoned in pretrial detention in 2015 and in 2018
was handed a ten-year prison sentence. 

EGYPTEGYPT

Egypt Releases Security Expert
and Journalist

Photo: Middle East Eye; International Press Institute

IRAQIRAQ

Protester Sentenced to
Imprisonment After Critical
Tweet
An Iraqi court has sentenced an activist to three years in prison
after he supposedly criticized Iraqi security forces. According to
the Iraqi officials, Hayder Finjan al-Zaidi had tweeted a critique
of the deceased former head of the Popular Mobilization
Forces. 

Al-Zaidi asserted that he did not tweet this and that his account
had been hacked. In response to the conviction, Iraqi human
rights activist Salman Khairalla stated: “This sentence is a clear
message to activists that any criticism of authorities and the
PMF will be punished,”. 

“Al-Zaidi should not spend another second in jail following his
patently unfair trial,” said Adam Coogle, deputy Middle East
director at Human Rights Watch. “The authorities should be
focused on addressing the many challenges facing the country
rather than persecuting activists.”

Source: HRW

currently in imminent danger of execution, along with at least
43 other arrested protesters.

Source: BBC, IranWire, Time, AIR News

JORDANJORDAN

Protest over Fuel Prices Turns
Violent

Photo: AlJazeera (Raad Adayleh/AFP)

Egyptian Authorities Neglect
Vulnerable Refugees
Human Rights Watch has published a report on the failure of
Egyptian authorities to protect vulnerable refugees and asylum
seekers from pervasive sexual violence. The report details how
the authorities neglected to investigate rape and sexual assault
cases. HRW documented 11 incidents of sexual violence
committed in Egypt between 2016 and 2022 against seven
Sudanese and Yemeni refugees and asylum seekers, including
one child.

Source: Human Rights Watch
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LEBANONLEBANON

90% of Syrian Families in
Lebanon Are in Need of
Humanitarian Assistance
The UN Refugee Agency found that 90% of Syrian families in
Lebanon are in need of humanitarian assistance to survive. The
preliminary findings of the 2022 Vulnerability Assessment of
Syrian Refugees in Lebanon show a sharp steady decline in
living conditions for all Syrian refugees, with access to even the
most basic needs severely lacking.

Source: L’Orient Jour; UNHCR

WWW.ACHRS.ORG

KUWAITKUWAIT

Kuwait Sentences Man to Death
over Killing of Woman
Kuwait has sentenced a man to death over homicide charges.
The offender murdered a woman who had rejected his
advances.

The murder of Farah Akbar caused widespread anger and
dismay among Kuwaitis as Akbar had earlier reported the man
when he threatened her life after her initial rejection. However,
no actions were taken to investigate the threats allowing him to
track, kidnap, and murder Akbar.

Source: Middle East Monitor

On the 15th of December, nationwide protests broke out in
Jordan after a rise in fuel prices and cuts in subsidies. In the
southern part of the country many protests turned violent,
especially in the city of Ma’an where a senior police official was
shot in the head by what authorities described as “saboteurs”.

In reaction to the civil unrest, the Jordanian authorities stated
that they “will strike with an iron fist anyone who tries to attack
lives and property”. The next day, the government slowed down
internet services across several regions and temporarily
banned the social media app TikTok, in order to deter any
potential gathering and demonstrations. Jordan’s cybercrime
unit also revealed that they were tracking instances of “hate
speech, incitement to vandalize and attacks law enforcement
cadres and property, and blocking roads” on TikTok.

A few days after the first violence erupted, 3 other police
officers were shot dead during a raid targeting the alleged
hideout of the men suspected of killing the senior police
officer. According to the public security Directorate, one
suspect was killed and nine others arrested. They belonged to
what authorities call a “terrorist cell”.

Although the violence and demonstrations have since
decreased in Jordan, Analyst Osama al-Sharif points out that
the “underlying problems remain unresolved as ordinary
Jordanians feel squeezed by the steady rise in fuel prices”. 

According to The Washington Post, the violence has allowed
“the government to cast unrest as a security issue instead of a
failure of a policy addressing long-term economic challenges
that predate the coronavirus pandemic”.

Source: Washington Post, AlJazeera, Reuters, VOA

Expats in Kuwait Face New
Restrictions
Foreigners coming to Kuwait for work will now have to pay an
additional fee for health care services. These measures are part
of a package of reforms aimed at controlling the influx of
foreign labor.

The last month also saw Indian engineers and Egyptian
laborers face additional restrictions as Kuwait becomes more
strict with the number of expatriates it allows. The Gulf nation
has suspended new work permits for workers coming from
several different countries until further notice. They also
intend to introduce an obligatory insurance for expats also as
part of a series of measures to limit immigrant labor.

Source: Middle East Eye, The Hindu, Middle East Monitor

Rising Levels of Poverty and Food
Insecurity
New research by Human Rights Watch has thrown light on the
alarming levels of poverty and food insecurity in Lebanon.
Poverty is rising steadily due to the decline in economic
activity, political instability, and rising costs of living. 

The authorities are failing to ensure the people’s right to an
adequate standard of living, including the right to food.
Universal social protection guaranteeing the right to social
security for everyone in the country can help smooth economic
shocks and ensure an adequate standard of living, including in
times of crisis. But Lebanon’s social protection system is highly
fragmented, leaving most informal workers, older people, and
children without any protection, and reinforcing social and
economic inequalities.

Source: Human Rights Watch
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LIBYALIBYA

EU Agency Frontex Complicit in
Migrant Abuse in Libya
Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, has
been working together with the Libyan authorities to locate
migrant boats and send them back to Libya. Human Rights
Watch (HRW) commented: “The EU border agency's approach is
designed not to rescue people in distress but to prevent them
from reaching EU territory.”

Judith Sunderland, associate Europe and Central Asia director
at HRW stated: “By alerting Libyan authorities about boats
carrying migrants, knowing those migrants will be returned to
atrocious treatment, and despite having other options, Frontex
is complicit in the abuse.”

“Frontex’s rhetoric around saving lives remains tragically
empty as long as the border agency doesn’t use the technology
and information at its disposal to ensure that people are
rescued promptly and can disembark at safe ports,” Sunderland
added.

Source: Reuters, HRW

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARAMOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Moroccan Security Forces’
Violence Against Refugees and
Immigrants Breaches
International Law
Moroccan and Spanish security forces have exercised
prolonged and unlawful use of force against immigrants from
the Sub-Sahara. Amnesty International’s report states that this
violence against refugees and immigrants is in violation of
international law.

‘They beat him in the head to check if he was dead’ is the name
of Amnesty’s report into the extensive use of force by Moroccan
and Spanish security forces. Efforts to disperse a crowd of
refugees and immigrants seeking to cross from Morocco to
Spain caused the deaths of at least 37 people and hundreds of
injuries last June.

In addition to the unchecked violence, Moroccan and Spanish
police failed to provide emergency medical aid to the injured
people, leaving them in direct exposure to the sun for eight
hours. Amnesty has condemned these events as being in
violation of the right to be free from torture, the right to
healthcare, and the right to life.

Source: Amnesty International

OMANOMAN

No News
No news related to human rights recorded in Oman.

2022 has been an exceptionally violent and deadly year for
Palestinians. Israeli forces as well as Israeli settlers have
become increasingly militant in the past year causing the
deaths of hundreds of Palestinians.

The month of December alone saw tens of Palestinians killed by
Israeli armed forces and settlers. In Jenin a 15 year old
Palestinian girl was killed while sitting on her roof as Israeli
forces raided the city. Only a few days later, an Israeli settler
ran over two Palestinian brothers with his car, killing both of
them.

Non-fatal Israeli settler attacks on Palestinian also soared in
2022. By December 2022 there had already been close to 700
settler attacks, compared to 496 settler attacks in all of 2021.

Source: Mondoweiss, Mondoweiss, Middle East Eyee 

PALESTINEPALESTINE

Israeli Settler Violence Breaks
Records in 2022

France Lifts Visa Restrictions for
Moroccans
France has lifted the visa restrictions it had imposed on
Moroccans traveling to the country. The decision comes a year
after the restrictions were first imposed - and only days after
France defeated Morocco in the World Cup.

The French Ministry of Interior had been under public
pressure to restrict undocumented migrants from the North
African countries. French citizens of Moroccan descent decried
the visa restrictions because they severely hindered family
visits. 

Morocco has welcomed France’s decision to end the
discriminatory measure.

Source: Aljazeera

Palestinian Rights Advocate
Deported from Israel
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SAUDI ARABIASAUDI ARABIA  

Second Human Rights Dialogue
Between Saudi Arabia and The
EU
In a dialogue on Human Rights between the European Union
and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the latter presented future
plans for legal reforms and the introduction of new laws, which 

QATARQATAR

Nepalese Civil Society
Organizations Denounce FIFA
over Qatar Human Rights Abuses
In an open letter to the president of FIFA, more than three
dozen Nepalese civil society organizations have decried the
Football Federation’s complicity in Qatar’s human rights
abuses. 

Hundreds of thousands of Nepalese laborers were hired in
Qatar to help build World Cup infrastructure. However, most of
them were never fully compensated for their labor, which has
cost the lives of countless Nepalese men. 

A coalition of human rights organizations had earlier called on
FIFA to set up a programme to properly compensate foreign
laborers. However, FIFA has repeatedly refused to take this
initiative.

Source: Amnesty International

On December 18, Israel deported Palestinian human rights
lawyer Salah Hamouri to France on ‘breach of loyalty’ charges.
Hamouri had been held in administrative detention since
March 2022 before his expulsion.

France has condemned Israel’s decision to deport Hamouri and
deemed it ‘against the law’. Hamouri’s supporters chimed in
rebuking the charge of ‘breach of loyalty’ as international law
does not require the allegiance of occupied peoples to the
occupying power.

Hamouri was primarily active as a human rights lawyer for
Palestinian prisoners in his NGO Addameer and had been
regularly held in administrative detention without trial or
charges himself. Upon arriving in Paris, he told his supporters
and the press: ‘we changed location but the fight continues’.

Source: Middle East Eye, Mondoweiss 

were endorsed and supported by the representatives of the EU.
These are a series of changes that are part of Saudi Vision 2030
with the aim of enhancing quality of life, integrity, protection of
human rights and efficiency of systems, as well as improving
services.

One of the latest laws that have been reformed in relation to
this is the personal status law by the Crown Prince. This aims
to improve human rights, family stability and empowerment of
women and promotion of rights. It includes regulations for the
marriage of individuals under 18 who now need consent from
the legal court. Moreover, women are granted legal freedom to
decide who they will marry and have the right to unilaterally
dissolve the marriage contract.

Furthermore, during the meeting, the EU representatives
expressed their concerns about the prison sentences for
activists on social media, to which Saudi Arabia noted that the
individuals concerned had the right to challenge the sentences.
They also criticized the increased number of executions this
year.

Another meeting is scheduled for 2023 in Brussels.

Source: EEAS, ROEDL

Photo: Multimedia Centre

SUDANSUDAN

Concerns for Human Rights in
Volatile Sudan
Human Rights Watch (HRW) has expressed concern about the
current human rights situation in Sudan. The consistently
volatile political climate is making it difficult to ensure human
rights are always respected.

The political instability in Sudan has fostered a climate of
impunity for human rights violations as authorities violently
crack down on peaceful protests and arbitrarily detain activists. 
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Families of Those Missing in
Syria Deserve Answers
Since the start of the civil war in Syria in 2011, people have
regularly gone missing or have disappeared. Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty International have now called on the UN
member states to establish an international, independent body
to track and identify these missing persons. 

The Syrian conflict has been marked by prolonged arbitrary
detention, torture and other ill-treatment, and forced
disappearance at the hands of all parties to the conflict. UN
Secretary-General António Guterres proposed the mechanism
in a landmark report published in August 2022 on how to
bolster efforts to address the thousands of detained and
disappeared and provide support to their families.

The regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has been
responsible for the vast majority of these disappearances,
which frequently result in deaths in custody and extrajudicial
executions. Even before the crisis began in 2011, Syrian
authorities had been forcibly disappearing people for peaceful
political opposition, critical reporting, and human rights
activism. Non-state armed groups have also abducted people,
with groups like ISIS taking hostages and summarily killing
them.

Source: HRW 

HRW demands that Sudan’s political actors and international
partners ensure that there will be accountability for these
serious human rights violations.

Source: HRW

Low Turnout in Tunisia’s Election
In December, Tunisia held parliamentary elections. However,
only 11.2 percent of the eligible voters showed up at the voting
booths. 

Monica Marks, Middle East politics professor at the New York
University Abu Dhabi stated: “Most people I asked about the
elections have responded with 'what election?’. Either because
they genuinely don't know there is an election or they know
perfectly well there is an election, but they view it as a sham.
They are coping with sarcasm. A lot of Tunisians are
disengaged.” 

TUNISIATUNISIA

Most of the opposition parties boycotted the elections. They say
that Kais Saied, current president of Tunisia, is reversing the
political reforms that were made in 2011. Tunisians feel that
the voting is not fair and increasingly less democratic. The low
turnout is a statement from the people to the president to show
their lack of confidence in and support for President Saied.

Source: Middle East Eye, Middle East Eye

TURKEYTURKEY

Turkish Activist Arrested on
Unlawful Charges

Photo: HRW

Turkey has arrested physician Dr. Sebnem Korur Fincanci on
charges of distributing “terrorist propaganda”. Fincanci is the
chairperson of the Turkish Medical Association and executive
committee member of the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey.

Fincanci, an expert in international forensic medicine, anti-
torture advocate, and human rights champion gave an
interview on October 19 on pro-Kurdish TV. In the interview
she accused the Turkish military of having used chemical
weapons against the armed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq.

On 26 October 2022 she was arrested and accused of
“propaganda for a terrorist organization” and “degrading the
military or security services of the State” under the Anti-Terror
Law. Human rights activists have denounced her arrest and
suggested it was politically motivated.

Turkey has regularly expelled activists, and pro-Kurdish
activists in particular, on charges of "terrorist propaganda".
This was one of the issues raised in this year's Freedom
Convention's annual meeting on the occasion of Human Rights
Day. 

https://achrs.org/english/
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Egyptian-American Activists to
be Deported

Photo: ICF UAE

Sherif Osman, an Egyptian-American, was arrested last month
in a Dubai restaurant for calling to protest during the Cop27
climate change conference in Egypt. According to UAE officials
the arrest took place "in response to a request from Egypt". 

Osman was not allowed to meet his lawyer even a month after
his arrest. His fiancée Saija Virta told Amnesty International,
"We have no documents from any Emirati authority. We have
no reason why he is detained. We have not been given any
reason why he has not been allowed to meet a lawyer for 32
days." 

Human rights activists and organisations expressed concern
that Osman may face torture and other human rights violations
following his deportation. 

Among others, the lawyer Mahsuni Karaman, lawyer of the
imprisoned leader of the HDP (Kurdish party in the Turkish
parliament) Selahattin Demirtas, was invited and spoke about
minority rights and the situation of the Kurds in Turkey. Lastly,
human rights activist Gokhan Toy summarized the situation:
"Since the arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, sexual
assaults and torture carried out by the Turkish state are
systematic and widespread, they are crimes against humanity."

It is believed that Fincanci is being interrogated in custody,
although no further information has been provided at this
time.

Source: HRW, PHR, PennLive

YEMENYEMEN

Houthi Rebels Impose Travel Ban
on Women

In the past eight months, Houthi rebels have progressively
tightened restrictions on women’s rights. Recently, they have
enforced a new decree banning women from travelling without
a male guardian - or what is called a “mahram” - even within
the country. This travel restriction is seen by many as an
important setback to women’s rights and some have even called
the move an attempt to “Talibanise” Yemeni society.

This travel ban could have devastating effects on Yemeni
society as women have been among the main providers of aid
relief ever since the start of the war in 2014. “Women had to
actively contribute to the welfare of society far more than had
traditionally been the case,” writes Safia Mahdi from DW.
However, with the new travel restriction this might no longer be
possible.

Lamia is one of the many women now facing job insecurity as a
result of the travel restrictions. The young woman, working for
a humanitarian aid organization, is worried about her future as
she can no longer travel by herself. Her father, a retired civil
servant, would like to support his daughter in her work,
however he told DW that “he cannot accompany her on trips
for financial reasons and because of his poor health”.

Source: DW, France24

Photo: DW (Safia Mahdi/DW)

Osman had travelled to Dubai to visit relatives living there.

Source: MEM, ICF UAE, Amnesty
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