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Your Excellency Eng. Musa Al-Maaytah, Chairman of the Independent Electoral Commission, the 

sponsor of this celebration, 

Your Excellency Mr. Dominik Bartsch, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations in Jordan, 

Your Excellency Ms. Maria Hadjitheodosiou, the European Union Ambassador to Jordan, 

Your Excellency Asia Yaghi, Vice President of the Jordanian Network for Human and Peoples 

Rights, 

Your Excellency Mr. Abdul Rahim Al-Zawahra, Chairman of the (All Jordan Youth Commission – 

“Kulluna Al Urdon”). 

 

Respected presence,  

The best way to open this speech is by referring to His Majesty King Abdullah II ibn Al-Hussein’s 

7th discussion paper: Building our human capacities and developing the education system is the 

essence of the nation’s renaissance. 

The time has come to invest in the future of our children, the pillars of our renaissance. We should 

make this an important priority because they are our human wealth, the most precious thing that 

Jordan possesses. The youth are capable, as long as they receive adequate modern education, to 

make the desired change. We are responsible for this because no investment is as fruitful and 

important as an investment in education. Therefore, we have no other choice than to invest in 

this wealth with full force. 

His Majesty the King stated that he believes that every Jordanian deserves the opportunity to 

learn and improve, but also to succeed, excel and reach his or her maximum potential in life. 

However, none of this will be possible unless the people, the government, as well as the private 

and public institutions unite to provide a nurturing environment and secure all the important 

needs. 

 

  



 

 
 

Respected presence 

Our celebration of the 74th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights coincides 

with the International Day of Disabled Persons, which the United Nations celebrated annually on 

the third of December of each year. As the Secretary-General of the United Nations called on this 

day and every day, we work together to find innovative solutions to build a world where access is 

easy and fair to all. He urged everyone to respect and promote the rights of people with 

disabilities, which are based on general principles of human rights, and are dedicated to achieving 

full equality among all members of society, without any kind of discrimination. 

The UN Secretary General emphasized that we need transformative solutions to reach the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and leave no one behind: “this requires more collaboration 

between the public and private sectors to develop strategies for the benefit of people with 

disabilities”. 

This year, several SDG goals were achieved such as : spreading awareness on the issues of the 

rights of persons with disabilities and the necessity of integrating them in all aspects of public life, 

emphasizing the benefit that people with disabilities and society itself benefit from this integration, 

and calling for ensuring that people with disabilities enjoy all their human rights as stated in the 

program. The global action for persons with disabilities was approved by the United Nations 

General Assembly in 1982, and the United Nations Strategy for Integration of the Disability 

Perspective in 2019. 

Allow me, ladies and gentlemen, to reflect on what the Special Rapporteur for Persons with 

Disabilities mentioned. More than a billion people in the world today have some form of disability, 

80% of whom live in developing countries where they face daily challenges that hinder their 

participation in public life, and some of their most basic fundamental rights, especially the right 

to work, education, health and political participation. 

The Special Rapporteur also stressed that innovation and technology can be powerful tools for 

inclusion. They can promote access to information, education and lifelong learning. They can 

open new avenues for persons with disabilities to participate in the workforce and society as a 

whole on an equal footing. 

  



 

 
 

He stressed the importance of the active participation of persons with disabilities in decision-

making with their diversity and their full inclusion in all decision-making processes - the 

cornerstone of this cooperation. 

Noting that the United Nations have made many efforts to protect the rights of persons with 

disabilities to achieve a decent life. They have issued a number of international instruments, the 

most important of which is the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the 

Optional Protocol attached to it in 2006, considering that the rights of persons with disabilities 

are an integral part of human rights. 

 

Respected presence,  

We in the Jordanian Network for Human and People’s Rights, which includes 11 Jordanian human 

rights organizations of various specializations with one goal, which is human and people’s rights, 

we call on all countries to quickly accede to the Convention and the Optional Protocol attached 

thereto, withdraw reservations and join the Marrakesh Treaty of 2013. The Network also urges 

the countries of the world to exert all their energy in order to achieve this year’s theme 

“Transformative Solutions for Inclusive Development: The Role of Innovation for Disability 

Inclusive Development in Employment (Goal 8), Innovation for Disability Inclusive Development 

in Reducing Inequality (Goal 10), and Innovation for Disability Inclusive Development. 

The World Health Organization has sounded the alarm in its latest report that persons with 

disabilities are at greater risk of premature death and disease than other groups of society. This 

reinforces the need for urgent action to address widespread discrimination and inequalities in 

the field of health resulting from unfair factors. We need to look within healthcare, and work to 

expand the package of medical services, ensuring that persons with disabilities can access them 

independently, easily and with Dignity. 

 

  



 

 
 

Honorable presence, 

As we celebrate together on the occasion of the 74th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and participate in the global campaign “16 Days to Eliminate Violence against 

Women and Girls,” let me reflect on what the Secretary-General of the United Nations referred 

to two weeks ago, when he said: “Violence against women and girls is the most serious violation 

of human rights.” Human rights are most prevalent in the world.” Every eleven minutes, a woman 

or girl is killed by a family member, and we know that other pressures, from the COVID-19 

pandemic to economic turmoil, inevitably lead to more physical and verbal abuse. Women and 

girls also face rampant violence online, ranging from misogynist hate speech to sexual 

harassment, image misuse, and grooming by abusers”. 

 

Dear Presence, 

We are here today celebrating the graduation of a number of graduates from the Youth 

Leadership Program, whom I would very much like to hear about the most prominent of our work 

plans in the network for the next year: 

First: Submitting a report to the universal periodic review mechanism on the human rights 

situation in Jordan. 

Second: Submitting parallel reports to other mechanisms that discuss the reports of the 

Jordanian government. 

Third: Activating the network’s activities in the areas of spreading the culture of human rights 

and dialogue among Jordanian university students to combat intolerance, extremism and hatred. 

Fifth: Activating the network’s role in gaining support with official institutions in order to 

harmonize Jordanian legislation in line with Jordan’s ratification of international treaties related 

to human rights. 

  



 

 
 

Sixth: Raising awareness about combating violence against women, girls and women with 

disabilities in Jordan. 

Seventh: Defending the rights of workers and employees and for the right to establish 

independent trade unions. 

 

Dear presence, 

Finally, let me address the young men and women graduates of the Youth Leadership Program by 

saying: I hope that you vow yourselves to participate in everything that would contribute to the 

liberation of every person from fear, and that no one should bow his head except in humility, and 

that you should not be ashamed to demand your rights because there are, in today’s world, those 

who do not He is ashamed of taking it from you. 

We, in the Jordanian Network for Human and Peoples’ Rights, look forward to seeing you moving 

forward with passion towards knowledge, thought, science and culture. We look forward to 

seeing you contributing to dialogues that enrich life, revive conscience, and establish traditions 

of democratic dialogue among universities, forums, parties, unions, civil society organizations, and 

in various official and civil decision-making sites on all levels. We look forward to seeing you 

actively engage in political parties. As His Majesty King Abdullah II spoke about strengthening 

political parties in Jordan, and the need for youth participation in parties, there is no going back 

on the decision to establish parliamentary governments based on programmatic parties that 

serve the country and the citizen in a decent life and contribute to sustainable development and 

building the Motherland. 

 

Peace, mercy, and blessings of God 


