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Your Excellencies,  

Distinguished guests, 

Dear Friends, 

  

Human Rights Day is a special day for all of us. We have just been reminded by 

the previous speakers how the Universal Declaration of Human Rights embodies 

our joint commitment to build a world free from fear and want, where no one is 

left behind. The Declaration was indeed signed by all our countries, creating a 

shared vision of humanity.  

  

So today is a day when all people and governments should reflect on the state of 

human rights around the world, and in our own countries. 

  

No country is perfect; no one can sit on its laurels. We all have our 

shortcomings. What defines us is how we strive to overcome them. 

  

In the European Union, we are deeply committed to the values enshrined in the 

Declaration. They are reflected in our founding treaties and in all the agreements 

with our partners.  

  

We are striving to promote and protect human rights both within the EU and in 

our globally. This lays in the heart of our actions. We are keen to work together 

with All our partners and support those who suffer from human rights violations. 

  

Today we remember the struggles of human rights defenders who display great 

courage in giving voices to those who cannot speak for themselves.  

  

Also, we should not forget what each one of us can do to improve the world we 

live in. We don’t all need to be activists or politicians; small steps in our own 

daily lives and homes can lead to better societies where everyone is safe and their 

rights are respected.  

  

For example, we are reaching the end of this year’s global campaign called “16 

days of activism against gender-based violence” with many activities also here in 

Jordan drawing attention to this serious problem. Women’s rights are human 

rights; we are born equal as stated by the very first article of the Declaration.  



  

We have been working closely with Jordan on human rights for a long time; it is 

an essential part of our Association Agreement reconfirmed in the successive joint 

Partnership Priorities.  

  

Our programmes support the rule of law, good governance and human rights, 

working closely with the government, civil society and independent institutions 

like the IEC, the JNCW, the National center for Human rights or the Higher 

council of persons with disabilities to name only a few. 

  

We have also been supporting Jordan’s generous hosting of thousands of refugees, 

in a joint commitment to help them live in dignity away from their homes.   

  

This brings me to the larger scale where we in the EU attach great importance to 

the rules-based international order that the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights is part of. We once again find ourselves at a crossroads, between zero-sum 

competition and brute power politics on one side and dignity, cooperation and 

solidarity on the other.  

  

Those of us who believe in the ideals enshrined in the Declaration have to join 

forces. As former UNSG Kofi Annan said: “the human family will not enjoy 

development without security, will not enjoy security without development, and 

will not enjoy either without respect for human rights”. 

  

Let me finish by turning to the Youth Leadership Programme 

graduates. Congratulations for completing this training. As you embark on your 

path towards leadership, always keep in mind the principles of the Universal 

Declaration on Human Rights. They encapsulate the best of our humanity. It is a 

moral compass that will help you become a better leader, a better person. It is in 

fact a beacon for us all.  

  
 


