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Your Excellency Eng. Musa Al-Maaytah, Chairman of the Independent Electoral Commission, the 

sponsor of this celebration, 

Your Excellency Mr. Dominik Bartsch, Resident Coordinator of the United Nations in Jordan, 

Your Excellency Ms. Maria Hadjitheodosiou, the European Union Ambassador to Jordan, 

Your Excellency Asia Yaghi, Vice President of the Jordanian Network for Human and Peoples 
Rights, 

Your Excellency Mr. Abdul Rahim Al-Zawahra, Chairman of the (All Jordan Youth Commission – 

“Kulluna Al Urdon”). 

 

 

Respected presence,  

I welcome you all on behalf of the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) to this 

celebration on the occasion of the 74th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UNDH) and the graduation of a new batch of participants in the Youth Leadership Program. 

I am pleased to express our sincere gratitude for His Excellency Eng. Musa Al-Maaytah, Chairman 

of the Independent Electoral Commission, for sponsoring this ceremony. And I would like to thank 

our partners in organizing this ceremony, the All-Jordan Youth Commission (AJYC) and its dear 

president, Abdul Rahim Al-Zawahra I would also like to thank our dear guests for their generosity 

to deliver a speech at this ceremony, and I thank all the honorable attendees, each in his name 

and capacity. 

 

Dear presence, 

Our contemporary world is going through a turning point that gives cause for concern. Despite 

the passage of 74 years since the issuance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

dozens of declarations, agreements and protocols attached to it, we are still face imminent 

dangers threatening human and peoples’ rights, perhaps the most prominent of which are: the 

climate crisis, the Corona pandemic and its derivatives, the high rate of poverty and hunger, the 



 

 
 

decline of civic space, the use of force in resolving disputes by peaceful means, depriving millions 

of children and youth of education and free university education, not to mention the deprivation 

of hundreds of millions of free health care and services, the shaken confidence in justice at the 

local and international levels, the failure to eliminate all contemporary forms of slavery, such as 

human trafficking, sexual exploitation, child labor, forced marriage, the use of children in armed 

conflicts, and the widening gap of inequality and manifestations of discrimination not only 

between people on gender, race, language, religion, social status and political opinion but also 

between nations and peoples north, south, east and west, in addition to the increase in military 

spending on armaments instead of reducing it and limiting the proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction, not to mention the double standards in dealing with the right of peoples to self-

determination, and perhaps the deprivation of the Palestinian people from self-determination 

for 74 years is a very clear example. 

Nevertheless, we will never lose hope, as the principles embodied in the Charter of the United 

Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights continue to constitute a roadmap for the 

promotion and implementation of human rights for the benefit of all people and peoples, in 

order for all people to enjoy freedom, justice, equality, dignity and peace in a world free from 

weapons of mass destruction down to realize the dreamof a disarmed world. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

The video that will be presented to you will show you, in numbers, the center's contributions 

since its founding in the year 2000 as a think tank center for human rights issues, especially 

those who were and still are among the five priorities of the center; which is the right to life 

which focuses on the abolition of the death penalty, the right to think which focuses on academic 

freedoms, the right to express an opinion, which focuses on press freedoms, the right to access 

information, and the right to participate which focuses mainly on elections from various angles; 

Finally, women's rights, which focus mainly on building their leadership capabilities to participate 

in decision-making positions based on competence and not on quotas. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Respected presence, 

The center has implemented since 2019 in three batches(groups): the first and third voluntarily, 

while the second batch was implemented with the grateful support of the Rosa Luxemburg 

Foundation. So far, 26 female participants and 17 male participants in the age group 20-25 from 

seven governorates have graduated from this program. 

We were also pleased in this celebration to graduate the participants in the second and third 

batches of youth leaders for Jordanian university students. The training program included, over 

the course of one hundred and twenty training hours, theoretical knowledge, practical skills, and 

training on leadership skills and their role in building a society in which young people participate 

in decision-making positions according to theircompetence. 

Allow me to thank all the trainers and the administrative staff who contributed in their time and 

effort to ensure the success of this course, especially the training staff which consists of 17 

trainers and lecturers, who are: Dr. Ibrahim Hijazin, Dr. Ola Kassab, Dr. Hashim Nassar, and Dr. 

Iman Al-Hussein. Dr. Tayseer Abu Odeh, Dr. Marcel Jouinat, Dr. George Al- Far, Dr. Samar 

Maknay, Dr. Ibrahim Al-Jaafreh, Trainer Rana Abu Hammour, Dr. Muhammad Omran, Eng. 

Azzam Al-Smadi, trainer Khalil Radwan, Dr. Rami Naffa, Dr. Moaz Bani Amer, Dr. Mustafa Yaghi 

and Dr. Nizam Assaf. 

 

Dear Presence, 

Let me share with you our most important action plans for the coming year: 

First: Continuing work on drafting a proposal for a “global declaration of academic freedoms” and 

drafting another proposal on a “global declaration against military coups.” 

Second: Continuing to spread the culture of academic freedom and emancipatory education 

in cooperation and partnership with stakeholders in Jordanian universities. 

Third: Continuing the new course for youth leaders for university students of both sexes  

leading to the establishment of the Jordanian Democratic Youth Leaders Forum. 

  



 

 
 

Fourth: We will continue to spread the culture of human rights, dialogue, tolerance, and 

combating intolerance, hatred, and violent extremism, in accordance with the declaration issued 

by the “Civil Society Coalition to Combat Extremism, Intolerance, and Hatred in the Arab 

Region,” which the Center co-founded in the year 2017. 

Fifth: We will work during the coming years, as much as we can, and in cooperation with the 

current and next parliament, in order to approve what can be approved of the twenty-two 

recommendations as outputs of the project that the center implemented with the support of 

the United Nations Democracy Fund, so that it gradually becomes part of the Jordanian 

legislation in coming years. 

 

Dear Presence, 

Allow me to address the dear female and male graduates, after congratulating them on 

successfully passing this course, and say to you: “The higher the lamp, the wider the scope of its 

illumination, so raise all of you with your morals, your thinking, your abilities, your knowledge, 

your skills, and your biases.” N for freedom, justice, equality, fraternity, humanity and peace, and 

then you will find that the scope of your giving and your positive influence in society and the state 

has expanded slowly. 

 

Finally, 

I also extend my sincere thanks once again to the sponsor of the ceremony, to Mr. Dominique 

Bartsch, the Acting Resident Representative of the United Nations, to Ambassador Maria 

Hadjitho Dusiu, Ambassador of the European Union to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and 

to dear Al-Ain, Ms. Asia Yaghi, Vice-President of the Jordanian Network for Human Rights, and 

Mr. Abdul Rahim Al-Zawahra, Chairman of the Kulluna Youth Commission Jordan for their 

participation with us in this celebration. 

Thanks, are also extended to all the attendees, women and men, each with his name, her 

name, his description, and her description. 

 

Thank you for your kind attention. 

Peace, mercy, and blessings of God 


