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 international trips as part of their activities.
Recent activities include a trip to  Amman,
Jordan, with a visit to the Amman Centre
for Human Rights Studies. The theme of
their trip was women, peace, and security.
In order to capture the interest of main
objectives, messages and activities of the
Centre, the five priorities of the Centre
wereOn Wednesday 2 of November 

2022, ACHRS welcomed a group of
 students from Sweden. The group 
was a mix of women from Sweden, 
France, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Hungary, the United States, 
Ethiopia and Iran. They are par
t of the Association of Foreign 
Affairs in Lund, which was founded 
in 1935 and has been a fully 
independent student association 
since 1986. Its main aim is to 
encourage students to participate 
in and disseminate information about
economic and political debates.  As  part  of
this,    they     also    include    national    and 

O U R  A C T I V I T I E S  
ACHRS WELCOMES SWEDISH

STUDENTS FROM THE

ASSOCIATION OF FOREIGN

AFFAIRS IN LUND

they were presented with one of the
traineeships on women’s rights that aims
to equip women with knowledge and skill
sets in political leadership positions which
included 170 women from different
countries that have participated so far. The
participants were also presented with
recent     international     declarations    that  
ACHRS  is  working on in collaboration with 
                                          other Human  Rights 
                         organisations.  Finally, ACHRS 
                           recent Interns addressed the 
                    intern’s program, their work and 
                      contributions. At the end of the 
                         meeting there was time for all 
                           participants to ask questions 
                 about the centre and the situation
                     in Jordan and the MENA region. 

                      Overall, the students expressed 
                           satisfaction and gratitude for 
                       being welcomed to the centre
and having the opportunity to get to know
a local human rights organisation first
hand. ACHRS thanks and appreciated the
students for expressing their interests. 

outlined to them including related
activities and projects set up to achieve
the goals of these pillars.  Amongst  others,
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OUR PARTICIPATIONS
UN SEMINARS

Fourth regional meeting on the
International Decade of People of African
Descent, established by the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights

(OHCHR) and the African Union. The main
objective of the International Decade is to
promote respect, protection and fulfilment
of all human rights and fundamental
freedoms by people of African descent, as
recognised in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. 

The meeting focused on three pillars:
recognition, justice and development.

 Different representatives and delegates
discussed the extensive history and
mixture of African descendants in the
Middle East. Some exciting or frequent
problems that were discussed are:

History
All speakers mentioned the extensive
history between Africa and the Middle East
and advised looking at colonialism and
slavery in the Middle East, as this affects
men and women of African descent
through marginalisation and inequality.
However, there is not enough data
available, which is needed to understand
the impact of history on African
descendants present-day. 

Legislation
In most Middle Eastern countries, there are
formal laws in place combatting racism
and discrimination, these are rarely applied 



due to climate change forces people to
move, sometimes across borders as illegal
immigrants. Greater inclusion for
indigenous knowledge, voices and
communities is needed in decisions aiming
to address the issues of accessing water.
The ramifications of global warming
disproportionately affect indigenous
peoples.Tthe  same people are also on the
frontline in protecting the environment
and taking effective  measures. Therefore,
their participation is essential in
implementing effective responses which
combat water issues and protect human
rights.  
Youth involvement was also an essential
factor of this summit, as almost 50 % of the
world population  is less than 30 years old.
However, their voices are not often heard,
despite the need for intergenerational
cooperation to solve these societal issues.
Although the current improvement in
youth representation and inclusion in
decisions, much greater inclusion is still
needed to create long-lasting policies that
benefit future generations. 
  
Amman Center for Human Rights Studies
(ACHRS) is excited to follow the conference
 in March 2023, and we look forward to
contributing with research regarding
climate change and  human rights.

Mr Volker Türk, United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights stated:
“Water is the essence of life, yet nearly half
of the world population lacks access to
safely managed sanitation and drinking
water. We must ensure that human rights
are at the core of the UN water
conference”. 

Special attention went to addressing the
precarious living standards of marginalized
populations as a result of the lack of water
and sanitation. Indigenous people,
marginalized communities, and those in
the global south, especially women, are
amongst those suffering the most from
poor sanitation and lack of readily available
safe drinking water. Hence, access to safe
drinking water and sanitation is an
important tool in fighting inequality and
eradicating extreme poverty, and
improving living standards.

The lack of safe water and sanitation is also
a decisive indicator for the outbreak of
conflict and the cause of many preventable
diseases, in particular cholera.
Consequently, access to safe water and
sanitation should be considered as part of
the right to health and right to life and, by
extension, should be considered a human
right.

The summit also discussed the impact of
privately managed water and found it
further exacerbates inequality by making
safe water less affordable for marginalised
communities. Furthermore, private
management of water should be abolished
to better address the inequalities faced by
marginalised communities when
endeavouring to access safe water and
affordable water.

With this in mind, UNOG participants
advocated for public or community
management of water resources. These
strategies have been proven to make water
more physically and economically
accessible and the outbreak of conflict less
probable. 

Water should not be treated as a
commodity, but as a necessity and a
human right.

The practical and cultural importance of
rivers, especially for indigenous peoples,
was highlighted during the summit. In
rural  communities  the  loss  of  livelihoods
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in practice, though, and in some countries,
legislations are even non-existent. In
general, governments should adopt and
strengthen legal frameworks by the
Durban Declaration and ensure their
implementation. 

Media 
Racism is prevalent in the media; news
about people of African descent is mostly
negative. The African descendants are seen
as a lower caste from the rest of the Arab
world, which is painfully obvious in media
around the Middle East. Speakers
emphasised that eliminating racist voices
in the media would be difficult since it
means changing the culture and views on
African descendants in the Middle East. 

Inclusion
African descendants are generally
excluded from high positions in
government and society; a problem
discussed was how countries could help
African descendants gain more visibility
and inclusion in Arab countries. The
speakers at the event stated that their
countries are inclusive by law and are
trying to work on including more
communities in their societies. The
speakers were deputies from Iraq and
Tunisia.

The regional meeting reinforced the need
for further recognition, justice and
development of African descendants in the
Middle East.

ACHRS also aims to improve the power of
legislation and protect marginalised
people's rights. Furthermore, as the focus
lies on the human rights of people of
African descent, ACHRS especially believes
that legislative reform is a vital medium to
work towards racial equality.

WATER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
AND SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR

In anticipation of the March 2023 UN
Summit on Water, UNOG organised a
seminar on Water for Human Rights and
Sustainable Development on November
3rd and 4th. This seminar aimed to
establish access to safe water and
sanitation as a human right. 

THE INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION FOR HUMAN

RIGHTS (FIDH) CELEBRATES ITS
100TH YEAR OF EXISTENCE BY
ORGANIZING NEW ELECTIONS

From the 23rd to the 27th of October,
ACHRS director - Nizam Assaf - attended
FIDH’s 41st Congress in Paris, which marks
the international organization centenary
year of existence.

During the congress, which takes place
every three years, 92 organizations from all
over the world voted for their new
President, as well as for 5 new General 
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NEED FOR MORE SUPPORT AND

INCLUSION FOR CHILDREN

WITH DISABILITIES IN SYRIA 

BY ZELAL AG

A recent “disinformation” law has sparked
new controversy in the Turkish parliament.
The vaguely defined law, which targets
news platforms, social media content and
journalists, has been sharply criticised for
being an extension of Erdoğan’s
censorship policy and further restricting
freedom of expression ahead of Turkey’s
2023 elections.

A NEW “DISINFORMATION” LAW

OBSTRUCTS FREEDOM OF

EXPRESSION IN TURKEY

BY ZELAL AG

Since the war in Syria, many people living
in the affected regions have depended on
external aid. In some cases, the most
vulnerable in society have been neglected.
Children with disabilities affected by the
war lack the necessary resources to ensure
a safe, healthy, inclusive, and supportive
environment.

The maintenance of peace and stability in
Jordan is not a justification for abusing the
rights of its citizens and imposing severe
restrictions on civil society
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Women and children in forced marriages
are vulnerable to sex trafficking and have
an especially hard time finding a way out. 
 trap women and girls in sex
work.Increasingly widespread domestic
violence pushes women and children in
forced marriages out on the street, thus
putting perceived shame on the family by
leaving their marriage. Getting expelled by
one’s social security leaves them very
vulnerable to sex traffickers, known to use
the concept of shame to trap women and
girls in sex work.

SHAME AND EXCLUSION OF

IRAQI VICTIMS – ADDRESS

ROOT CAUSES OF TRAFFICKING

IN IRAQ

BY MARTINE RØNDE BJERG

MONTLY PRESS REVIEW:

Among the various visions that ACHRS has
taken as its goal, one of them is to raise
awareness for issues related to Human
Rights in the MENA Region. To fulfil this
vision, our Centre has taken it upon itself
to inform its readers every month about
the latest events in the respective
countries. This news is published on our
website at the end of each month and can
be found under Human Rights Monitoring
(HRM). 

For more information, check out our latest
September publication here:
https://achrs.org/english/2022/10/31/weekly
-press-reviews/

Secretaries and 15 new Vice Presidents.
Alice Mogwe was unanimously re-elected
as FIDH’s president for a second three-year
term, in addition to a new international
board with members originating from all
five continents.

The Congress was also an opportunity for
all organization members, but also
international experts and over 180
participants from local civil society groups
to address different matters related to
human rights. This year’s Congress, the
focus was centred on the complexity and
evolution of human rights issues such as
the environmental crisis, the commons,
the increase of poverty, universality of
rights and global governance.

To find out more about FIDH’s 41st
Congress, click here: 

https://www.fidh.org/en/about-us/What-is-
FIDH/alice-mogwe-re-elected-president-
of-fidh-for-a-second-three-years

Each month, our interns release
statements to the Centre regarding our
Five Priorities: Rights to Life, Rights to
Think, Rights to Speak, Women's Rights
and Rights to Participate. In September,
several statements from the department of
ACHRS were published condemning issues
related to women’s rights and refugee
rights. 

Our Interns have published the following
statements: 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS
STATEMENTS

JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT

RESTRICTIONS ON BASIC CIVIL

RIGHTS

BY RANEEN HESSEN
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ACHRS is an independent non-governmental Think Tank center advocating for the

enhancement of democracy and human rights in Jordan and the MENA region. The

Center's five priorities are the right to life, the right to speak, the right to think, the right

to participate and women's rights. ACHRS has special consultative status with the

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC). 
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