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AFGHANISTANAFGHANISTAN

On Friday 30th, September a suicide blast in an education
centre in Kabul killed at least 53 people and wounded 110
more. Among those killed, 46 were girls and young women.

The Taliban authorities, who have often downplayed attacks
challenging their regime, stated that only 25 people were killed
and 33 others injured.

According to witnesses, the suicide bomber shot two guards
before blowing himself up in a classroom packed with
hundreds of students sitting in a practice test for university
admissions. “Few boys were hit as they were at the back, and
the suicide bomber entered through the front door, where the
girls were sitting”, declared Ali Irfani, a student present during
the blast.

Waheda, a 19-year-old student injured in the attack, said: “We
wanted to run, but everything was destroyed, so I hid under the
chairs. When I heard the explosion turn louder, I ran towards
the exit. While running away, I saw bodies covered in blood,
one of them had lost her leg, another an arm. My leg was
wounded, so I jumped a wall and escaped. I just wanted an
education, but I didn’t think we would be killed for this”.

The attack occurred in a neighbourhood in Kabul, Dasht-e-
Barchi, home to the historically oppressed Shiite Muslim
Hazara community. In recent years and since the return of the
Taliban to power in 2021, the neighbourhood has been heavily
targeted by Jihadist groups who consider the Hazaras as
heretics. They have been subjected to some of the worst
violence and human rights abuse in the country’s recent
history.

Photo: Ebrahim Noroozi / AP  

Suicide Bombing In Kabul Hits
Education Centre And Hazara
Community

Following the recent suicide bombing in an education centre in
Kabul, several protests erupted in Afghanistan's capital city and
other places.

On October 1st, hundreds of women marched from Herat
University, demanding their right to education and safety for
the Hazaras. In Kabul, an estimated 50 women, mainly students
who survived the explosion, marched through Dasht-e-Barchi -
the neighbourhood where the attack happened – chanting,
“Stop Hazara genocide; it’s not a crime to be a Shiite”.

According to several witnesses, the Taliban quickly dispersed
the protesters by firing shots and using physical violence. One
protester in Herat revealed that “The Talib sprayed pepper
spray in our eyes, whipped us and humiliated us by calling us
prostitutes, who take money from the west to protest”. Another
protester said: “These are the god-fearing men who are ruining
this country? Taliban officers are now grabbing us by our
hijabs and hair to threaten us and stop us from protesting. We
won’t stop fighting”.

Photo: AFP/GettyImages 

Female Protesters Beaten And
Shot At By Taliban During Rally

Source: The Guardian; France24; Rukhshana

So far, no group has claimed responsibility for the suicide
bombing. However, affiliates of the Islamic State group (IS) - or
Daesh - have often carried out deadly attacks targeting the
Hazara community in Afghanistan.

Source: France24; Lemonde

Hamed Sabouri, an aspiring medical student, was kidnapped at
a checkpoint in Kabul in august and tortured for three days
before being shot by Taliban Gunmen.

Gay Afghan Student Murdered By
Taliban
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ALGERIAALGERIA

The committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) Submits a
Report on Algeria to The United
Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC)
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a peer-review process,
under the auspices of the UNHRC, that survey human rights
performance for each UN member state and monitors their
progress from previous review cycles. It provides an
opportunity for each state and civil society organisation to
submit their reports and recommendations to improve the
human rights situation in each country.

In collaboration with the Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy
(TIMEP), the CJP has submitted a joint report assessing the state
of press freedom and journalist safety in Tunisia, Algeria and
Morocco.

The report reveals that Algeria has seen a decline in human
rights and press freedom since its last UPR in May 2017. Local
authorities are increasingly targeted by journalists and
subjected to judicial harassment, pretrial detention and
imprisonment on vague charges.

Many independent, local and foreign news websites have been
blocked in the country. Authorities have also revoked press
accreditation for many local and foreign journalists and news
outlets.

CPJ’s report was published a few days after Algeria was elected
as a member of the UNHCR for the period of 2023-2025.
Despite the deterioration of Human rights, press freedom and
journalist safety, Algeria will be part of the UN international
body responsible for strengthening the promotion and
protection of human rights in the world and making
recommendations to improve them.

Source: Committee To Protect Journalists; Algerie360

His death only became public this week after his boyfriend
informed the media. A graphic video of the 22-year-old - where
he appears to be shot several times in the head and neck - was
sent to his relatives and friends to intimidate them. His family
has since left Afghanistan, fearing for their safety.

Nemat Sadat, the Executive Director of Roshaniya - an NGO
advocating for LGBTQ+ rights in Afghanistan - informed the
media that Sabouri “endured discrimination his whole life for
being gay, and his life ended abruptly with no one there to help
him”. He also stated, "the biggest fear that every LGBTQ+
person in Afghanistan has right now is that they will become
the new Hamed Sabouri”.

“I have been receiving threats from the Taliban again, and I am
now on the run. I have many friends from the LGBTQ+
community here in Afghanistan who have also been kidnapped
and tortured. I was arrested by the Taliban in August 2021 and
again in May and June this year and was raped, beaten and
tortured with electric shocks,” revealed Hamed’s boyfriend.

A Human Rights Watch report reveals that the lives of LGBTQ+
Afghans have “dramatically worsened” under the Taliban rule,
with many cases of violence, gang rape, and death since they
retook power in 2021. This increase of violence and
discrimination has led many members of the LGBTQ+
community to flee the country and forced thousands of others
into hiding.

Source: The Guardian; The Guardian; Insider

BAHRAINBAHRAIN

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 

EGYPTEGYPT

Outrage Over The Death of a
Schoolgirl Due to Corporal
Punishment
The death of a nine-year-old schoolgirl in Dakahlia province
sparked outrage and calls for justice in Egypt. Basmala Osama
Ali Mohamed was hit on her head for making a spelling
mistake and spent eight days in the hospital suffering from a
brain haemorrhage before she died on the 9th of October. In
an interview, Basmala’s father explained that the responsible
teacher is known for beating students with a stick. The child’s
father also holds the principal responsible for exacerbating her
situation by leaving her in front of the family’s house instead
of bringing her to the hospital. 

Egypt’s Education Minister Reda Hijazi, stressed that the
ministry does "not accept any transgression either by the
teacher, who should serve as a role model for students or by
any official belonging to the ministry". However, a Human
Rights Watch report on corporal punishment in the Middle
East notes that Egypt does not explicitly prohibit violent
discipline. In an official survey, close to 2/3rds of Egyptian
students were hit with sticks, belts, canes or whips. 

Source: Human Rights Watch; Al Jazeera; Middle East Eye
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Sisi Pardons Former
Parliamentarian
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi has pardoned Zyad Elelaimy, a
former Egyptian member of parliament and opposition activist
serving a five-year prison term for spreading false news.
Elelaimy was a key figure during the 2011 uprising that toppled
Hosni Mubarak and has been in jail since 2019.

Tarek Elkhouly, a member of a pardon committee, established
this year, said Sisi's decision to release Elelaimy had been
made in response to calls from political forces and the
committee.

Source: Reuters; Middle East Eye

WWW.ACHRS.ORG

The death of al-Sayed is the latest in a string of four femicides
in Egypt in the past five months. Similar incidents have
occurred in Jordan and the UAE, where all attacks or murders
are sparked by rejecting a marriage request or breaking up the
relationship. 

Source: Al Arabiya; Egypt Independent; Al Araby

Detainees Reveal Torture Tactics
in Egyptian Prisons
The Wall Street Journal published a report detailing torture
methods used in Egyptian prisons. The released detainees
underwent heavy beatings, electrocutions, cells without
sufficient ventilation, and scarce water and food, among which
political- and human rights activists. Egypt's human rights
record is regularly condemned by human rights groups, who
estimate that there are approximately 60,000 political prisoners
in Egypt, with many facing abuse, torture, and neglect.

Government spokesman Diaa Rashwan said, "there are no
systematic human rights violations " in Egyptian prisons, but
"mistakes" could occur.

Egyptian authorities have released around 660 political
prisoners since April but arrested 1,200 new people on political
grounds. Egyptian political analysts say that the upcoming
COP27 summit and a weakening economy are reasons for
authorities to release detainees. 

Source: Wall Street Journal; Al Araby

Egyptian Woman Killed By Ex-
Fiancé
On the 17th of October, a young man killed the 20-year-old
Kholoud al-Sayed in Port Said by suffocating her. The suspect,
her ex-fiancé, admitted to killing her for breaking up with him
and refusing to marry him. 

IRANIRAN

Continuing Protests Following
The Death of Mahsa Amini
Iran has been facing large protests in the last month after the
death of Mahsa Amini. The altitude of the protest spiked after
an investigation identified that the cause of death was a
longstanding illness, instead of the “blows” to the head that the
protesters generally accepted as her cause of death. 

The U.S. has taken more sanctions against the regime of Iran.
Therefore, the economy of Iran is decreasing, continuing the
trend of previous years. The protest has gained more support
from the rest of the country due to the circumstances
impacting its citizens' livelihoods.

Source: BBC; Carnegie Europe; Al Jazeera

IRAQIRAQ

Remaining Political Unrest And
Instability
The Iraqi government gathered and selected a new prime
minister for the country. However, the political unrest in the
country continues after the elections. The two main political
parties in the country have been in a political deadlock due to
competing interests. Therefore, moving forward in the country
is difficult. 

Source: Al Jazeera

JORDANJORDAN

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/egypts-sisi-orders-release-jailed-former-mp-activist-zyad-elelaimy-2022-10-24/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypt-sisi-pardons-zyad-elaimy-imprisoned-former-parliamentarian
https://achrs.org/english/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2022/10/18/Young-Egyptian-woman-killed-by-ex-fiance-for-breaking-up-with-him-Report
https://egyptindependent.com/egyptian-public-prosecutor-refers-murderer-of-kholoud-al-sayed-to-trial/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/major-media-attention-turns-femicide-trend-egypt
https://www.wsj.com/articles/egypt-released-hundreds-of-political-prisoners-this-year-some-say-they-were-tortured-11665048602
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/news/released-detainees-reveal-egypts-gruesome-torture-tactics
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-63154987
https://carnegieeurope.eu/strategiceurope/88131
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/6/us-issues-more-iran-sanctions-over-crackdown-on-protests
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/10/13/iraqs-new-prime-minister-designate-who-is-mohammed-al-sudani


ACHRS |  PAGE 8OCTOBER 2022

WWW.ACHRS.ORG

The last week of October saw the first buses transporting Syrian
refugees departing from Lebanon. This first departure follows
President Michael Aoun's announcement that he had decided to
send back thousands of Syrians every month, judging that the
country is now stable enough to ensure the tranquillity of their
return. 

This measure is relatively well received by the Lebanese
opinion since the country is no longer able to take care of
foreign nationals due to the local economic situation. 
However, the guarantee of security for Syrians seems to be only
a chimera. While the Lebanese authorities assure that the
departures are voluntary, this information cannot be verified.
 
Moreover, Syria is still under the control of Bashar Al Assad's
regime and therefore there is no guarantee that those who have
fled the dictatorship and the atrocities of the regime will not be
arrested upon their return. 

Source: L’orient le jour 

LIBYALIBYA

Death of 15 Migrants
On the 7th of October, 15 migrants who attempted to reach the
European shore drowned in Libyan waters after a fire broke out
aboard. The victims were found on the Libyan coast with burnt
skin and were subsequently brought to the hospital to
determine the cause of death. Unverified video and pictures of
the burning boat surfaced online after the accident. 

Source: Al Jazeera

Political Tensions
On the 7th of October, 15 migrants who attempted to reach the
European shore drowned in Libyan waters after a fire broke out
aboard. The victims were found on the Libyan coast with burnt
skin and were subsequently brought to the hospital to
determine the cause of death. Unverified video and pictures of
the burning boat surfaced online after the accident. 

Source: Africa News

KUWAITKUWAIT

Kuwait Says They Are Committed
to Improve Human Rights

Diplomatic attache Rashed Al-Abhoul announced at the UN
General Assembly Third Committee, which is concerned with
human rights, that Kuwait is committed to protecting the
human rights of its people.
 
Allegedly, the country is working on implementing legislation
that achieves this. The Permanent National Committee
cooperates with civil groups on human rights issues. It is
furthermore supposed to carry out reports on human rights
issues.
Kuwait has a long and recent history of human rights
violations, especially regarding freedom of speech. Human
rights advocates have been targeted and jailed for using social
media and protesting, typically under the controversial Cyber
Crimes Law. 

Source: Arab News; GCHR

Source: Arab News

LEBANONLEBANON  

The Fate of Refugees Raises
International Concerns
The repercussions of Lebanon's chaotic social and economic
situation are particularly visible when one looks at the
declining living conditions of the country's refugees. 

Palestinians who have been living in camps for years on the
margins of Lebanese society have seen their poverty rate reach
a record high. Indeed, in 2022 the UN announced that their
poverty rate had reached 93%. This is a dramatic humanitarian
crisis, and the international community and NGOs are
concerned about the critical lack of means available to Lebanon
to deal with this unprecedented crisis. 

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARAMOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 
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OMANOMAN

Oman Praised For Its Treatment
Of Prisoners
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
delegation praises prisoners' treatment in the Sultanate of
Oman Central Prison. The praise results from conditions that
allow the inmates’ family visits, learning in creative workshops,
and financial help to their families during their sentence. 

However, several reports of torture up until 2021, especially
from political prisoners, show a different reality. Reports also
show a lack of fair trials, denial of medicine for diabetes,
degrading treatment and excessive use of solitary confinement
in unknown locations. 

Whether the praise is unjustified or this one prison has turned
things around drastically is yet to be investigated. 

Source: Times of Oman; The Omani Centre for Human
Rights

Across the entire West Bank, there have been frequent Israeli
aggressions against Palestinians. On Tuesday, Israeli forces
killed another sixth person in Ramallah.

The EU has expressed regret at the loss of lives. Israel
maintains it is fighting so-called terrorists and refuses to
acknowledge the devastating impact of its decades-old
occupation of Palestine and its settler-colonial policies.

Source: Middle East Eye

More Than 100 Settler Attacks In
West Bank

Palestinians in the West Bank have witnessed more than 100
settler attacks in the past ten days. Israeli settlers vandalised
Palestinian cars, assaulted Palestinian villagers, and attacked a
herd of cows belonging to Palestinians. Most of these attacks
happened in towns and villages near Nablus, which has been
under siege by the Israeli army for almost two weeks. Israeli
soldiers were called to intervene on multiple occasions.
However, they did not attempt to de-escalate the situation and
even assisted the settlers in certain cases.

Source: Middle East Eye; WAFA;  WAFA; WAFA

Source: WAFA

UN Calls Out Unlawful Israeli
Occupation of West Bank
The UN has called out Israel for its unlawful occupation of the
West Bank in a new report. Israel’s de facto annexation of the
West Bank and its settlement expansion project are
unacceptable and clear violations of international law

According to the UN, Israel aims to ethnically cleanse
Palestinians by driving them from their land through restrictive
urban planning and zoning regulations. 

PALESTINEPALESTINE

Deadly Israeli Army Raid on
Nablus

Israeli armed forces killed five Palestinians and wounded
twenty more in a violent army raid in Nablus on Tuesday. The
West Bank city is a known centre of Palestinian resistance
against the Israeli occupation. 

In the last few months especially, Nablus and neighbouring
Jenin have seen a resurgence of armed resistance and have
become the target of frequent violent and deadly Israeli army
raids. After the death of an Israeli soldier in Nablus two weeks
ago, the Israeli army has enforced a blockade of the city. 

Source: Middle East Eye | AFP
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SAUDI ARABIASAUDI ARABIA  

Young Men Facing Death
Sentence

In Saudi Arabia, minors accused of a crime committed to
facing the death penalty. On 4 October, a court in Saudi Arabia
upheld the death sentence against Jalal Al-Labbad. Jalal is one
of several young men facing the death penalty for alleged
offences committed between the ages of 14 and 18. Most of the
convicted minors belong to the Shia minority. They are accused
of crimes related to terrorism for attending funerals of killed
participants of anti-government protests. In addition to the
controversial charges for which these minors face the death
penalty, they are also subjected to psychological and physical
torture. Jalal and Abdullah al-Kuwaiti, another of the young
men facing the death penalty, have reported being tortured to
force a confession. 

Despite condemnation from human rights groups and
assurances from the Saudi authorities to stop the death penalty
for underage people, 12 minors have been executed since 2016.

Photo: ESOHR

Source: Amnesty; Middle East Eye

QATARQATAR

Authorities Abuse LGBTQ+
People One Month Before The
World Cup 2022
Several cases of arbitrary arrests and abuse of LGTBQ+ persons
have been reported. The abuse has been carried out by Qatari
officers of the Preventive Security Department. 

Openly gay Qatari activist Doctor Naser Mohamad has
connected Human Rights Watch with five LGBTQ+ people whom
the officers and points have abused as a more significant issue.
The abuse included arbitrary arrests, beatings and humiliation
in detention, and denying detainees access to legal counsel,
family, and medical care. Some of them were offered release if
they agreed to participate in conversion therapy. 

All were detained without charge, in one case for two months in
solitary confinement, and none received any record of being
incarcerated. 

Law No 17 of 2002 on Protection of Community allows for
detention without charge or trial for up to six months if there is
reason to believe that the individual is “violating public
morality”.

These cases were reported only a few months before the World
Cup 2022, where Qatari authorities ensured that LGBTQ+
football fans could exist freely. 

Source: Human Rights Watch

Additionally, Palestinians have seen their infrastructure,
housing and livelihoods severely obstructed and are
increasingly facing violent settler attacks and Israeli army
raids. The report notes the intentionality of these occurrences
as a means for Israel to further its settler-colonial goals..

Source: Middle East Eye 

SUDANSUDAN

Lawyers and Human Rights
Defenders Criticise The Re-
Election of Sudan in The UN
Human Rights Council For The
Period 2023-2025 
On 11 October, the UN General Assembly convened to elect the
new Human Rights Council for the next term. Given this
background, many human rights defenders expressed concerns
about Sudan's membership in the Human Rights Council (HRC).
They argue that Sudan does not meet the criteria for
membership because it "does not comply with the highest
standards for the protection of human rights in its [country]". 

https://achrs.org/english/
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Specifically, they are concerned about the number of human
rights violations committed by the unconstitutional regime
since its military coup in October 2021. Despite these concerns,
Sudan will join 14 other countries to form the new council for
the upcoming period, which begins in January 2023. 

With this vote, many critics have questioned the credibility of
the Council. Furthermore, Sudanese human rights activist
Abdelbagi Jibril said the poll could pose a significant challenge
to the "hope of a return to the democratic path".

Source: Dabanga Sudan; Justice Security 

Photo: ChimpReports

The trial of Kuel Aguer Kuel and six activists from the People's
Coalition for Civic Action, calling for peaceful protests for
political change in South Sudan, has begun. While the six co-
accused activists have fled the country, Kuel himself is in South
Sudan, where he has been charged with crimes against the state
and may face a 20-year prison sentence. During his arrest, Kuel
has already claimed various human rights violations, such as
being denied proper medical care, regular access to lawyers
and being detained for a year before he could be brought
before court. Moreover, his lawyers were only informed of his
case two days before his court date, but without the complete
list of charges. A similar case is happening simultaneously with
Abraham Chol Maketh, a self-proclaimed prophet who
predicted the fall of Salva Kiir's government. Given the
apparent obstacles put in the way of the two men, human rights
organisations have expressed their doubts about a fair trial.

The Justice system is Criticised
For Its Unfair Trials

Photo: Human Rights Watch 
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No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 

TUNISIATUNISIA

Demonstrations Against Police
Violence
Protests have been breaking out in Tunis after the 24-year-old
Malek Sellimi died trying to escape the police on October 14th.
Before falling into a coma, Sellimi had recorded a video where
he spoke about the police abuse he was put through. The
incident awakened anger that was sparked several times before,
last in 2018, when a young man named Omar Labidi drowned
trying to escape. 

Young people from the working class in Upper Omran are
taking to the streets demanding justice, and clashes with the
police have resulted in at least 30 arrests.

The Tunisian Human Rights League told Al Jazeera that the
police had recently killed nearly 20 young men. Government
officials are rarely held accountable.

Source: Al Araby; France24; Al Jazeera

New “Disinformation” Bill by
Turkey’s Parliamen
The Turkish parliament has passed a new "disinformation law"
targeting digital platforms that spread alleged false
information. The bill appears vague on the definition of the
crime and how prosecutors should proceed. Media that violate
the new law could face prison sentences of up to three years.
Human rights organisations such as OHCHR have expressed
concern about possible abuses the new law could impose on
journalists and news platforms, especially given the upcoming
elections. 

Source: Bloomberg 

Syrian Refugees Forcefully
Deported from Turkey
Between February and July 2022, hundreds of Syrian refugee
men and (unaccompanied) boys were arrested in their homes
and workplaces and forcibly deported to northern Syria. A
recent Human Rights Watch report highlighted the Turkish
authority's mistreatment of Syrian refugees. Although the
people mentioned above were displaced in the north of Syria,
an area not controlled by the government, it is still considered
unsafe. 
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Nigerian Women Jailed For
Reporting Mistreatment of
Nigerians at Dubai Airport

After posting a video about the unfair treatment of Nigerians
who were detained for hours without reason at Dubai airport, a
young girl, Dinchi Lar, was arrested and sentenced to one year
in prison. The authorities defined the offence she was charged
with as cybercrime. In her post, Dinchi pleaded for help and
support as she and more than 20 other Nigerians were held in
a room for hours after arriving at Dubai airport without any
explanation or information. Her family expressed their feelings
towards these unfortunate events despite their assurances that
Jini was travelling on a valid visa.

Source: GHgossip; Nigerian Tribune

Photo: BarristerNG 
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Human Rights Watch's interviews revealed that all deportees
were forced to sign forms, the contents of which they were not
informed about. The head of the Bureau of Migration
Management, Dr Savaş Ünlü, responded to the report by
rejecting all allegations and emphasising the large number of
refugees Turkey has welcomed, further stating "that Turkey
conducts migration management by national and international
law."

Source: Reliefweb; abcNews 

Failure To Extend Truce
Heightens Risk Of Conflict

The UN-mediated truce in Yemen’s civil war - between the
internationally recognised Yemeni government and the
Iranian-backed Houthi group - ended on October 2nd after
being extended twice. The failure to renew “caused new
uncertainty for the country and heightens the risk of war”,
declared Hans Grundberg - the UN Secretary-General Special
Envoy to Yemen.

According to Grundberg, the truce - which started six and a
half months ago - alleviated the Yemeni population's suffering,
as it was the longest period of calm since the civil war began in
2014. He stated that the pause in fighting resulted in a decrease
of 60% in casualties and that no significant military activity
had taken place since, thus allowing “a truly historic
opportunity” to work towards a long-lasting solution.

However, according to numerous critics, the benefits of the
ceasefire have been exaggerated. It has only created a
temporary halt in the fighting, allowing the belligerents to
restrengthen.

Nadwa al-Dawsari, a Yemeni analyst, declared that “the over-
optimism about the truce is quite misleading, people talking
from wishful thinking. In reality, every truce has been an
opportunity, including this one, to mobilise and recruit
fighters”.

Mareike Transfield, Co-Founder of the Yemen Policy Center
think tank, also stated that “the hope would have been that a
real commitment [to the truce] would have translated to more
improvements, such as the opening of roads in Taiz, which
could have improved the humanitarian situation in the city.
Unfortunately, the negotiations did not lead to an agreement,
and the Houthis used them as leverage to get other
concessions”.

Source: UN News; APNews.com; The Guardian

Photo: Stockholm Center for Freedom
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