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Source: Al Jazeera; Human Rights Watch

Since the return of the Taliban to power in 2021, numerous
secondary schools for boys have reopened, but nothing has
been mentioned for secondary school girls; this was largely
interpreted as a ban on secondary education for girls.

The Taliban pledged to reopen all schools by March 23 of this
year but quickly reversed the decision for secondary schools
for girls. UNICEF estimated that more than 3 million secondary
school girls have been banned from attending school for over a
year.

Recently, on September 10th, dozens of Afghan girls have taken
to the streets to protest against the closure of schools in the
city of Gardez, east of Afghanistan. The peaceful protest was
quickly dispersed by security forces. Video footage and
journalists were banned from covering the protest. The Taliban
allegedly broke protesters' mobile phones. Nevertheless, two
residents from the City of Gardez and pictures posted on social
media confirmed that the protest took place.

Neglect of Girls' Education

ALGERIAALGERIA

Journalists And Human Rights
Defenders Continue to be
Targeted by Algerian Authorities
Last month Kaddour Chouicha, a human rights defender and
Vice President of the Algerian League for the Defence of
Human Rights (LADDH) was detained at the airport in Oran
with his wife Jamila Loukil and Saïd Boudour - all members of
LADDH. They were prevented by local authorities from boarding
their flight and later detained.

According to numerous sources, their detention and travel ban
were linked to their preparatory meetings for the United
Nations Human Rights Council - which will shed light on the
shrinking of civic spaces and repression of human rights
activists in Algeria. The three Human Rights activists have been
victims of judicial harassment by Algerian authorities for
several years now; they are regularly arrested, mistreated, and
imprisoned.

AFGHANISTANAFGHANISTAN

On October 7, 2021, the United Nations Human Rights Council
nominated a Special Rapporteur for the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan: Richard Bennett. 

Almost one year after the establishment of this mandate,
Bennett submitted a report stating that the human rights
situation had severely deteriorated in the last year. He
expressed being particularly concerned by the regression of
women’s rights, the ongoing persecution of former Afghan
security forces and of government officials, ethnic and
religious minorities, as well as the increasing food insecurity in
the country.

Since the takeover of the Taliban in August 2021, women and
young girls have seen an important regression in their civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights across all of
Afghanistan. According to Bennett, there is no other country in
the world where women have been so rapidly stripped of their
fundamental rights due to their gender.

Bennett also expressed concern about the ongoing persecution
of former Afghan government members, security, and defence
forces. They have been subjected to arbitrary detention, torture,
execution and enforced disappearances under the Taliban.

Ethnic and religious minorities' situation has also greatly
worsened since the Taliban retook control of the country. The
Hazara and Shia communities are the most persecuted, with
devastating effects. They are often marginalised, face torture,
arbitrary arrest, executions, displacement and are subjected to
discriminatory taxation. Moreover, places of worship, public
spaces, as well as education and medical centres are also often
targeted by Taliban attacks and raids.

Photo: AFP photo 

United Nation Special
Rapporteur on The Situation of
Afghanistan

Finally, Bennett also voiced concerns about the humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan, where food security is becoming more
and more precarious. According to the United Nations, 39
million people are in need of humanitarian aid in Afghanistan,
and 6 million are at risk of famine.

Source: OHCHR Press Release; Amnesty International
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On September 12th Belkacem Houam, an Algerian journalist
for the daily Arabic newspaper Echorouk, had been detained by
Algerian authorities for writing an article on the exportation of
deglet nour dates.

In his article, Mr. Houam criticised local authorities for using a
banned pesticide in the European Union and revealed that
3000 tonnes dates had been returned back to Algeria. He also
stated that the Ministry of Trade had taken the immediate
decision to stop all the exportations of deglet nour dates. In
reaction to this Kamel Rezig - the minister of trade – stated that
the article was “based on unjustified information, devoid of any
foundation and detrimental to the national economy and the
wealth that the county conceals”. He also announced that he
would take “all necessary measures against the author of the
article and the concerned newspaper, including legal
proceedings before the competent court”.

Belkacem Houam is now being prosecuted under a new law
“relating to the fight against illicit speculation” - adopted
during the Covid-19 crisis in 2021. He now faces between 3 to
30 years in prison.

Source: La-Croix; Fidh; Le Monde; Jeuneafrique

In 2021, the Attorney General of Oran accused them of
conspiring against state security, of propaganda likely to harm
national interest and for enlisting in a terrorist organisation.

BAHRAINBAHRAIN

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 

EGYPTEGYPT

Climate Justice: Egyptian Civil
Society Groups Call For Climate
Justice Action up to Egypt COP
On the 15th of September, Egyptian civil society groups
launched the 'COP27 Coalition'. It encourages governments,
civil society groups and leaders around the world to start a
global mass action to stop climate change and its injustice.
Egypt is one of the countries hit hardest by climate change,
along with other global south countries – who are generally not
at fault for the majority of the CO2 emissions that causes the
different climate disasters. Overall, it is the already
marginalised people who pay the cost of climate change, as
they are disproportionally hit on their livelihoods and their
overall safety. The Egyptian civil society groups are therefore
calling for rich countries to repay climate debts as they are
historically the most responsible, and to Enable a just
transition to 100% renewable energy while restoring degraded
lands. 

The COP27 global climate talks are coming up, starting in
November 2022, and the civil society groups hope to spark a
global mass action against the climate and climate change
injustice.

Source: EIPR; Hameed, Maysoun et al. 2020. “Drought and
food security in the middle east: An analytical framework”.
Agricultural and Forest Meteorology, Volume 281, 15
February 2020, 107816)

Al Jazeera Journalist Freed After
Two Years of Pre-Trial Detention
Egypt has agreed to free Al Jazeera journalist Ahmed al-Najdi.
This is after being detained since 2020 and having suffered
serious health issues without getting the appropriate treatment.
On the same day, labour activist Haitham Mohammadein and
45 other pre-trial detainees were freed. 

President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s decided to reactivate the
Presidential Pardon Committee in April 2022, and since its
reopening in May 2022, several dozen pretrial detainees have
been freed. However, there are allegedly around 60,000 political
prisoners, many held on charges of "spreading false news".
Egypt is frequently criticised for the lack of press freedom,
which according to Reporters Without Borders, ranks 168th out
of 180 countries in the press freedom index. 

Source: Aljazeera; Alaraby; Aljazeera
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Egypt Includes Anti-
Homosexuality Lessons in The
School Curriculum 
Egypt’s ministry of education has announced the inclusion of
sexual education into the basic curriculum of Egyptian schools.
Its goal is to protect the children from “deviant sexual
behaviour”, which is considered by the ministry to include
homosexuality. 

Egypt has before made efforts to “ensure morality” by banning
films and series on streaming services, such as Netflix, that
contain “homosexual references”.

Homosexuality is not prohibited in Egypt by law but is highly
controversial and considered taboo. LGBTQ people in Egypt are
frequently prosecuted under charges of “immorality”.

Source: Al Araby; Al Araby

IRANIRAN

Unrest in Iran Following The
Death of Mahsa Amini
Iran is currently undergoing a huge wave of protest for
women’s right and against the regime in general. Iranians took
the streets of the capital city Tehran and of various other cities
across the country following the death of Mahsa Amini. Masha
was allegedly assassinated by the morality police; she died
following beatings while in custody. The country is protesting
for human rights, for human dignity and against the
dictatorship in Iran.

Source: New York Times, LorientleJour

IRAQIRAQ

A Period of Political Unrest And
Instability
Iraq is currently undergoing a period of political unrest and
instability. The two main political parties are facing one
another in what turned into political deadlock which led to
violent clashes. Aside from already being the target of a strong
political repression, the Iraqi youth activists are being thrown
into the political mess that is destabilizing the Iraqi society. The
youth in Iraq wishes for more democracy and political freedom
but is being prevented from taking any sort of actions at the
moment.

Source: Al Jazeera

JORDANJORDAN

UN Expert Praises Jordanian
Efforts on Disability Rights
Following a 10-day official visit to Jordan, the UN Expert on the
rights of persons with disabilities welcomed Jordan’s
commitment to the cause. 

Gerard Quinn, Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with
disabilities, stated: “Jordan stands out as a leader on disability
rights in the region”. The 2017 National Disability Legislation
reflects this commitment and drive to holistically protect the
rights of persons with disabilities. 

To improve, Jordan has been urged to establish an independent
monitoring mechanism that promotes and monitors the
implementation of the disabilities convention. The UN Expert
also urged Jordan to address socio-cultural factors which
prevent the holistic inclusion of persons with a disability in
society.

Source: UN Human Rights Office of The Commissioner

Jordanian Human Rights
Defenders Prevented From
Traveling Abroad
Earlier this month, human rights activists Ahmed Al-Neimat
and Abdulrahman Shdaifat were prevented to travelling to
Turkey – without notice. Both are anti-corruption activists and
members of the Hirak Movement (a social justice protest
movement that advocates for reform regarding human rights).
Since 2018, the Jordanian Security Forces have been imposing
restrictions on activists, preventing international travel and
infringing their right to work. 

Security Officers stop the pair at Queen Alia International
Airport (Amman, Jordan) from travelling to Turkey. Ahmed was
travelling to access medical care, and Abdulrahman was
accompanying him. 

The pair have not been provided with a legal explanation for
restricting their movement and subjecting them to a travel ban. 

Source: Front Line Defenders
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Jordanian MP Calls For “Beating
Children” In Protest of Child
Protect Legislation
Member of Parliament, Suleiman Abu Yehya, said during his
speech in opposition to the Law on the Rights of the Child that
he permits any teacher to beat his children. He justified this as
a ‘lack of corporal punishment’ leads youth astray and
encourages them to “start dealing drugs”. 

The legislation in question codifies numerous protections for
Jordanian children.Specifically, the right to access education,
the ability of caregivers to report abuse, prevents corporal
punishment in schools and guarantees healthcare for all
children. 

A 2019 UNICEF study found that 74.6% of Jordanian children
have experienced physical abuse. 

Although there is existing legislation in Jordan that seeks to
provide children with a stable environment, there is a lack of a
comprehensive framework that prevents children from falling
through the cracks in the system

Source: The New Arab

KUWAITKUWAIT

Four Detained Human Rights
Defenders Will Be Released
Four Bedouin human rights defenders, Mohammed Barghash
Odeh, Fadel Farhan Saket, Basil Atallah Zain and Abdullah
Fayrouz Abdulkarim, are being released on a bail.
 A judge in the Magistrate's Court decided to release them after
being detained since August 31st due to their peaceful
advocating for human rights. They have faced various charges,
including “participating in a public gathering”, “harming the
country’s reputation after publishing false information”, and
“misusing social media for the purpose of crime by publishing
fake news “. 

The Kuwaiti authorities have a history of targeting supporters
of the Bedoon Kuwaiti community, despite the right to peaceful
assembly and demonstration.

Source: The Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR)

LEBANONLEBANON

Migrants Crisis in Lebanon
Lebanon has been facing its biggest social economic and
financial crisis since the 2019 evolution. Since the Beirut blast
the situation continues to worsen forcing people to make heavy
choices such as leaving their country. The national currency
the Lebanese lira has lost 95% of its value and 80% of the
population lives in poverty. This dramatic situation is currently
pushing hundreds of people to embark on boats in hopes to
reach Europe. Even though Europe is being less and less
welcoming towards refugees coming from the middle east,
some Lebanese still find this a better option” than dying of
hunger on their own soil”

Source: France24; AlJazeera

Rise of Poverty And Attacks on
Banks
Aside from the exodus, Lebanon is also facing a rise in anger
aimed at the banks. Since the economic collapse and the
complete bankruptcy, the majority of the Lebanese have lost
their money which they can no longer withdraw. There has
been a rise of armed attacks on banks from Lebanese citizens
wanting to get their own money back.

Source: LorientleJour; AlJazeera

Alleged Torture of a Syrian
Refugee
Amnesty International, Human rights watch, and MENA rights
group have issued a statement alongside other human rights
group to denounce the alleged torture of a Syrian refugees by
the Lebanese military forces.

Source: The Syrian Observatory For Human Rights 

LIBYALIBYA

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 
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MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARAMOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

No News
No news was recorded related to human rights. 

OMANOMAN

Treatment of Domestic Workers
The Oman Human Rights Commission (OHRC) has launched an
investigation alongside the Ministry of Labour and the Royal
Oman Police into the treatment of domestic workers. This
investigation was catalysed by the report published by the
British Sunday Mail (newspaper), which outlined the deplorable
living and working conditions ex-pat domestic workers were
subjected to. 

The primary findings of this investigation is that the workers
were victims of theft and misrepresentation of the position they
applied for. However, the responsibility fell on non-
Omani recruitment agencies – who entered into such contracts
on behalf of the workers. 

The OHRC affirmed that there are protective frameworks in
place to prevent the abuse of ex-pats in the nation – but they
are not effective where victims do not report abuse. 

Any violations of Omani laws regarding the inhumane
treatment of workers can be reported through the toll-free
number (1970) or WhatsApp number (72221966) or the website
http://www.ohrc.com/ or through the OHRC Twitter account
@ohrc_oman.

Source: Times Of Oman

Three Businessmen Missing
Following Peaceful Protests In
Muscat
On August 27, Hani Al-Sarhani and fellow entrepreneurs
Mahmoud Al-Ghabshi and Saoud Al-Kathir held a peaceful
protest for higher incomes and action against corruption which
was published on YouTube.

The Internal security authorities put an end to this 3-person
protest and took these men into custody. There has been no
information regarding their safety, location or the charges
against them.

This is a recent incident in the government's move to silence
opposition. Targeting any opposition through abductions,
interrogations and arrests. 

Source: The Omani Centre for Human Rights

PALESTINEPALESTINE

Sabra and Shatila Massacre: 40
Years on
September 16, 2022, marked 40 years since the Israeli-backed
phalange militia murdered between 2,000 and 3,500 Palestinian
refugees and Lebanese civilians within two days. 

There has been no apology or reparation for this loss. 

Source: Al Jazeera

The Right to Life and Bodily
Integrity
In the week of the 15th-21st of September, one Palestinian child
was murdered, nine civilians were injured, whilst dozens of
children suffocated in Israeli Defence Force attacks in the West
Bank.

Source: Palestinian Centre For Human Rights 

Nablus Protests
Palestinian authorities, under Israeli directive, arrested Mos’ab
Ishtaya, and ‘Amid Tbeileh, and transferred them to an
unknown location on the 19th of September. 

These arrests catalysed mass protests in the city, and clashes
between civilian protestors and authorities developed into
extreme violence, leading to an exchange of fire between both
sides. 

One Palestinian was killed, and five were injured as a result of
these clashes. 

Source: Palestinian Centre For Human Rights 
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QATARQATAR

Qatar Will Not Normalise Ties
With Israel
Qatar’s emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani states that he
will not normalise diplomatic ties with Israel as the situation is
now. He states that there “are still occupied Arab lands,
refugees who have not been able to return to their homes for
over 70 years, Muslims and Christians, living under siege in
Gaza.” 

According to Al Jazeera, World Cup 2022 will highlight Israel’s
15-year-old blockade of Gaza, as Israel’s imposed travel
restrictions on Palestinians will prevent football fans to see the
World Cup in Qatar.

 FIFA has stressed that “a safe environment must be provided
for its international fans and players to move and travel,” but
this does still not apply in practice to the Palestinian national
team or Palestinian football fans.

Qatar is advocating for letting Palestinians travel, specifically
for the world cup, where 10.000 Israelis are set to travel. The
leader says that Qatar is” doing its best” to better the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, but a solution is distant, according to the
Qatari emir. 

Source: Hareetz; Al Jazeera; Hareetz

The Arrest of Hisham Abu
Hawash
Hisham was previously detained without charge and entered
into a 141-day hunger strike in protest. He was released after
an international effort to condemn his administrative
detention for such a long period without charge or access to
the justice system. 

After seven months of freedom, the occupation re-arrested him
during a raid. Hisham has been accused of terrorist activities
and imprisoned, again, under an administrative detention
order without charge.

Source: The Cradle

SAUDI ARABIASAUDI ARABIA  

Female Domestic Workers
Mistreated in Saudi Arabia
Households

Young women who travel to Saudi Arabia hoping for a better
salary are deprived of their human rights through
mistreatment and abuse. The Kenyan student Diana Chepkemoi
was able to travel back to Kenya to her family after a long agony
due to the attention her case attracted on social media. The
release of photos of the young woman via social media showing
her deteriorated condition led to an uprise of actions making it
possible for her to escape her toxic workplace in Saudi Arabia,
back to her home in Nairobi, Kenya. There, she reported having
suffered from immense physical and psychological abuse and
being mistreated as an object owned by her employer and can
be treated as such wishes. 

However dreadful this may be, Diana’s case does not seem to be
the only one. Saudi Arabian employers are using the
vulnerability of young women who urge for a good salary to
support their own academic development and their families
back in Kenya to treat them as they like. According to the
Foreign Affairs Ministry, eighty-nine Kenyans died in Saudi
Arabia by 2021, of which most were domestic workers. 

Though a new regulation in Saudi Arabia was introduced in
March 2021 that allows domestic workers to switch employers
without the need for their consent, the suspiciously high
number of deaths and the current public case of Diana leaves
the question of to what extent this law is sufficient to ensure a
safe work environment for foreign young domestic workers.

Photo: Nigerian Tribune

Source: TribuneOnline; VOANews; The National News;
Business & Human Rights Resource Centre
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For The First Time: Women
Appointed as Head of Human
Rights Commission

Photo: KSA Human Rights Commission

SUDANSUDAN

Updates on South Sudan During
The UN Security Council Briefing
It has been 4 years since the peace deal in 2018 was signed
regarding the civil war in South Sudan. However, according to
Lilian Riziq (President of the South Sudan Women
Empowerment Network (SSWEN), the goals set out in the
agreement have never been achieved, let alone violence
reduced. Furthermore, she called attention to issues
documented in the joint human rights report published in
September 2022. 

SYRIASYRIA

Syrian Civilians Attacked
In Northern Syria civilians are being targeted by Turkish
backed militias. In the Aleppo province armed groups are
responsible for arbitrary detentions in order to get ransoms
paid in exchange for prisoners. Those militias are also being
pointed a finger at by human rights groups for excessive and
unjustified use of violence against civilians.

Source: The Syrian Observatory For Human Rights

The Prisoners "Salt Room"
Former Syrian prisoner spoke to Al Jazeera about detention
conditions in Syrian jails and helped to shed light on the use of
the salt rooms. Those rooms are used by the Syrian regime to
lay the corpses in the absence of actual morgues before burial.
The bodies laid there are often those of prisoners who died
from torture or inhumane detention conditions. Besides, In
Syrian prisons a way of psychological torture is to put the
prisoners in the salt rooms to await their military court
hearings.

Source: AlJazeera

The report is specified on ‘attacks against civilians in southern
unity state, South Sudan’ documented between February and
May 2022. These include 173 documented civilian killings, as
well as some 44,000 civilians, being forcible displaced, and two
aid workers were killed and one injured. In addition, 131
documented cases of rape and gang rape, including underage
girls aged eight and nine. The case of sexual violence seems to
be one of the major concerns of human rights violations in
South Sudan since the conflict started. Now, with the start of
the war in Ukraine, support and funding have been cut to such
an extent that lots of victims are left alone without the
necessary support needed for psychological and physical
healing. 

The report illustrates the concerns expressed by Riziq, who
stressed out that the “government had failed to bring about
stability”. This is supported by UNITAMS chief and UN Special
Representative Volker Perthes, who emphasised the urgency to
establish a “civilian-led government”. Both Riziq and Perthes
pointed out that the active participation of the civilian
community in government decision-making is necessary not
only to meet the objectives of the peace deal but also to avoid
corruption and a possible escalation with the risk of full-scale
war.

Source: SudanTribune; ArabNews; OHCHR; OHCHR; News.UN

On the order of King Salaman, a new head of the Human Rights
Commission in Saudi Arabia, Hala Al-Tuwaijri. With this new
position, she will hold the rank of Minister. This is an immense
breakthrough in Saudi Arabia, as Al-Tuwaijri is the first women
to hold this position. By Royal Order, she will replace Awwad
bin Saleh Al-Awwad who had been the prior Chief. 

Hala Al-Tuwaijri was the secretary general of the Family Affairs
Council before being assigned to her new position. In response
to this, she said, “the recent reforms have paved the way for the
country to have a leading position internationally”, a process
she intends to contribute to with a sense of responsibility
through her new position.

Source: The National NewsMiddle East Monitor; Saudi Gazette; 
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TUNESIATUNESIA

New Law on Prison Terms Seen
As An Assault On Freedom Of
Speech
Tunisian President Kais Saied degreed a new law imposing
prison terms if spreading false information. The new law states
that imprisonment of up to 5 years can be punishment for
spreading false news.  The initiative is seen as an attack on the
freedom of speech and criticised as such by the Journalists’
Union. 

The accusation of spreading false news has historically been
used against journalists and human rights defenders when
their statements or advocacy have been against the regime or
seen as too critical in other ways. 

The lack of journalistic freedom is last seen by the arrest and
detention of Ghassen Ben Khlifa, the editor of the website
Inhiyez the 6th of September. According to Amira Mohamed,
vice-president of the SNJT journalists' union, this is one of
many cases indicating the government’s attempt to silence its
people. 

Source: Al Araby; Africa News

Pro-Opposition News Broadcast
HalkTV Getting Backlash For
Coverage of Kurdish Father
Carrying The Remains of His Late
Son

The pro-opposition news channel HalkTV has been suspended
from 5 programmes. This was based on the fact that the news
channel had "presented a member of a terrorist organisation
as a civilian victim" after showing a photo of a father carrying
the remains of his deceased son in a cloth bag. Ali Rıza Arslan,
the man in the picture, is leaving the court in Diyarbakir after
fighting for seven years for the state to return the remains of
his deceased son to him. His son, Hasan Arslan, died in 2016
after a clash between the Turkish Security Force and the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). 

Source: Stockholm Center for Freedom; Anadolu Ajansı 

Photo: Stockholm Center for Freedom

TURKEYTURKEY

Positive Developments in The
Protection of Human Rights in
Turkey
In Antalya, Bursa and Gaziantep, an initiative on the Human
Rights Protection of Victims of Child Trafficking took place in
July and August. The initiative was part of the European Union
and Council of Europe Joint Action on “strengthening the
human rights protection of migrants and victims of human
trafficking in Turkey”. Staff and personnel of the Ministry of
Family and Social Services and Presidency of Migration
Management participated in the interactive and
interchangeable training program. The aim was to equip the
staff with techniques to identify and support victims of child
trafficking. The training received positive feedback from
participants and trainees. 

Source: COE International

Kurds Living in Sweden Face
Uncertainty Regarding Turkey's
Demand For Deportation
After the Russian invasion of Ukraine this February, Sweden
and Finland have decided to join the military alliance NATO to
protect Russia. This is an advantageous situation for Turkey, a
NATO member, as Erdogan is using Sweden’s dependency on
Turkey to give their agreement on joining the alliance. Turkey's
statement argues that Sweden and Finland are hosting
members of groups that Turkey has declared as terrorists,
referring to the PKK, YPG and Gulen movements.
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The Turkish Government Failed
to Ensure a Healthy Working
Environment
The Human Rights Watch has recently published a new report
in which they accuse the Turkish government of failing to push
for laws and regulations that ensure a safe working
environment for workers in recycling centres. 

Turkey has been a key importer of plastic waste, with the EU
and the UK as the biggest exporters. Previous reports, among
others from Greenpeace, have reported the environmentally
damaging situation this way of illegally dumping and burning
the waste is causing. 

Photo: Human Rights Watch

UAEUAE

Indefinite Detention
The Gulf Centre for Human Rights has confirmed the UAE
Authorities continued policy of detaining prisoners after
they’ve served their sentences. This is unjust, and claims they
pose a threat to national security are not legitimate. 

These Prisoners are being transferred from AL-Razeen Prison
to Munasha (counselling) centre under the assumption they
will be rehabilitated. But the centre itself is a prison just under
an alternative name. 

There are currently 19 detainees held without charge under the
guise of posing a national security threat. 

These prisoners have previously been charged as “prisoners of
conscience”. There is a strong chance the UAE authorities will
use this type of detention in the coming months to detain more
than double the current number of individuals. 

Source: Emirates Detainees Advocacy Centre

Sweden's former prime minister Magdalena Andersson
promised not to give in to Erdogan's wishes at the expense of
the Kurds living in Sweden. However, this promise now seems
to be in danger due to her resignation after a loss to the right-
wing party, which may form a coalition with the government in
Sweden. This could mean a period of uncertainty for the Kurds
seeking political asylum in Sweden. According to Rierre Schori,
a former Swedish ambassador to the UN, this would be "a
betrayal to Kurdish democrats. 

Currently, this issue concerns seventy-three people from
Sweden and twelve others from Finland that are afraid to face
torture or death when being sent back to Turkey.

Source: Pbs; Duvarenglish; Reuters

The new HRW report has found in its investigation that
workers at the recycling centres, including children as young
as nine, face serious and lifelong health risks that include
respiratory problems, severe headaches, and skin diseases. The
issue is that the plastic is recycled by melting it at high
temperatures; however, there are not enough safety measures
to ensure the safety of the people in and around the factories.
The HRW urges the Turkish government in its report to enact
laws that ensure these safety measures. 

Source: BBC; The Guardian; Human Rights Watch
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Progress on Human Rights
The United Nations Development Programme has placed the
UAE first on the list for progression with human rights. Post-
covid recovery, the UAE took its chance to boost regional
development, it diversified its economy, embraced a more
inclusive society, and took up a more sustainable path. 

However, there are still major calls from the UN and NGOs for
the nation to adopt the UN Committee Against Torture’s
recommendations.

Since its ratification in 2012, the UAE has failed to adhere to its
international obligations pursuant to the treaty – despite its
current push in championing human rights. 

Source: Middle East Monitor

YEMENYEMEN

Continuous Killings Due to Year-
Long War
Yemen has been ravaged by a seven year-long war, between an
Iran-backed Houthi group - who overthrew the Yemeni
government - and Saudi-led military coalition. 

According to the UN refugee agency, the conflict has displaced
an estimated of 4 million people internally and given rise to
cholera outbreaks, medicine shortages and threats of famine.
Today, it is estimated that three-quarters of the Yemeni
population is living in poverty and require important
humanitarian aid and assistance.

UAE Censorship
Al-Roeya Newspaper fired numerous employees following a
publication over rising fuel prices in the country and its impact
on the cost of living. Within days of the article being published,
senior editors were interrogated. The following weeks saw
dozens laid off, and the papers print edition was dissolved.
Reports of between 60-90 journalists were laid off. 

This critique of the UAE’s lack of fuel subsidies and its impact
on Emirati citizens reignited the country's repression of
journalists. The freedom of expression is constantly infringed
by the UAE government. It ranks 138 out of 180 countries on
the world press freedom index. Censorship in the UAE is
rampant, limiting the freedom of Emiratis' freedom of
expression.

Source: Middle East Monitor

Photo: Peace For Asia

In April 2022, an UN-mediated truce was brokered between the
two belligerents. This landmark truce has then been renewed
for an additional two months, until October 2. Despite the
ceasefire, violence continues to ravage the country.

The Houthis have committed 4,450 violations since the
beginning of the truce, killing 42 people - including women and
children - and injuring 185.

Abdul-Basit Al-Baher, a Yemeni military officer, reported that
“the bloodbath did not end, and neither did the siege… On the
contrary, hostilities have risen to unprecedented levels”. Hans
Grundberg, Special Envoy of the Secretary-General of Yemen,
stated that “despite a significant decline in civilian casualties,
the increased in children killed - which now make up about 40
per cent of reported civilian deaths due to the war - is
worrisome”.

Source: Arab News; Relief Web International
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