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As the Taliban continues to torture civilians, stronger consequences are being

demanded by the international community 

 
The latest out of Afghanistan this week shows that the National Resistance Front (NRF) has

organized across the country to fight against the Taliban, predominantly in the Panjshir province,

where they attacked their units and checkpoints. As a result, the Taliban has detained and

tortured 80 residents of the Panjshir province who are suspected of having ties to the NRF as a

form of collective punishment. Furthermore, summary executions have been carried out against

people who allegedly support the resistance group, executions that are defined as war crimes.

The Human Rights Watch Associate Director, Heather Barr, has issued a statement demanding

stronger consequences against the Taliban for their numerous human rights violations since their

political takeover of Afghanistan. The Taliban has implemented a ban on girls’ secondary

education and beyond, committed extrajudicial executions, tortured journalists and members of

opposing groups, and continues to engage in additional violent and terrorist activities. The

European Union, United Nations, and several other IGOs and NGOs have condemned their

behavior sharply. Nevertheless, as Heather Barr insists, the simple condemnation of those actions

is not enough. As the Taliban continue their human rights abuses -- sanctions such as travel bans

against powerful Taliban members by the United Nations Security Council as well as an official

visit by the United Nations Secretary General to Afghanistan are being demanded.

The Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid has rejected all allegations of human rights

violations published in the latest Human Rights Watch report and stated that the Afghan society

is being provided with better human rights conditions than ever before. 

As the situation continues to unfold, a special focus should be paid to specific Taliban members

Adbul-Haq Wassif, Shaykh Muhammed Khalid, and Haibatullah Akhundzada, who are all to

inherit high positions of leadership and have deliberately pushed for more restrictive regulations

upon the Afghan society and participated in cruel human rights violations.

(HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, THE SIASAT DAILY)
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https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/05/facing-critical-human-rights-challenges-afghanistan-crossroads-says-un
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Members of religious minority arrested in Algeria

On June 6, 2022, a Bejaia tribunal charged and detained three Ahmadi Religion of Peace and

Light members, denigrating Islam and participation in an unauthorized group.

Amnesty International Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has

affirmed that Algeria is legally obliged to protect the freedom of religion of the members of the

Ahmadi Religion of Peace and Light. 

The unlawful arrest and detention of these individuals come only a couple of months after the

group has reported incidents of harassment from the police, including having their communication

devices and passport confiscated by authorities.

Twenty-one other members of the group are currently under investigation, and their children are

banned from attending school for the time being. Human rights defense groups such as Amnesty

International are calling for their immediate release and for the circumstances to change

immediately. 

(AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL)

ALGERIA

No News Related to Human Rights

EGYPT

Inadequate response to tuberculosis cases in prison reported in Bahrain 

Families of prisoners in Bahrain have sounded alarms regarding the health of their loved ones

amid reports of mistreatment of tuberculosis cases in a Bahraini prison. 

There have been two cases of prisoners with tuberculosis symptoms who stayed in prison for two

weeks without being tested. One individual was eventually taken to the hospital but released and

returned after two days without further protection precautions. Another prisoner has reportedly

been semi-paralyzed as he had untreated tuberculosis symptoms for more than one year.

Tuberculosis can be easily spread to other prisoners and prison staff members. 

Amnesty International released a statement demanding unconditional access to health care for

prisoners in Bahrain and serious safety measures in tuberculosis cases. 

(AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL)

BAHRAIN
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IRAQ

Brit ish man sentenced to 15 years in Jai l  for "smuggl ing artifacts"

On June 6,  2022, a Iraqi  court  sentenced a Br i t ish man to 15-years in pr ison on

accusat ions of attempting to smuggle art ifacts .  James Fitton,  a 66-year-old ret ired

geol ig ist ,  was arrested at the Baghdad Internat ional  Airport  for having fragments

of  ancient pottery in h is  bag.  Fr i tton's  attorney said that th is  harsh verdict  comes

as a surpr ise and that Fr i tton was not aware of the history of the art ifacts nor the

laws of the country,  making th is  an unjust  and extreme sentence.  They plan to

appeal  th is  verdict  immediately.  

(THE NEW ARAB, AL-JAZEERA) 

Shame-parading in Iran 
 

Last week seven Iranian detainees were forced into shame parading through the crowded streets

of Tehran.

Shame parading is a substantial violation of human rights and dignity and is often used as

punishment by the Iranian police, authorized by the judicial authorities.

No reports have been made on what crimes the detainees have been convicted of. Videos

circulating on social media show the seven men being forced to humiliate themselves by the police

officers.

 (HANARA)

IRAN 

No News Related to Human Rights

JORDAN

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/05/85-lawyers-call-on-iranian-government-to-respect-right-to-protest/
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LIBYA

Heavy gunfire and explosions between two militias erupted in heavily-trafficked areas in Tripoli on

Friday night. According to local media, four civilians sustained wounds, and at least one

participant died. One of the involved armed groups, the Stability Support Force, supports the

current Interim Prime Minister of Libya, Abdul Hamid Dbeibah. 

After long UN-sponsored talks, 75 Libyan delegates chose the former associate of Gaddafi as the

new interim prime minister in February 2021 in hopes of preparing for fair and transparent national

elections soon. Thus far, the vote was indefinitely postponed. 

The other militia involved in the clashes on Friday, the Nawasi Brigade, is allegiant to the politician

Fathi Bashagha, who was appointed prime minister by Libya’s east-based Tobruk parliament in

February, and has tried to take over the capital in mid-May. He withdrew after a few hours of

heavy clashes. 

(AL-JAZEERA, AFRICANEWS)

Armed clashes between mi l it ias in a busy neighbourhood in

Tripol i

No News Related to Human Rights

LEBANON

Photo: Nada Harib/Reuters 
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Moroccan Student Sentenced to Death

Morroccan student, Brahim Saadoun, is currently facing the death penalty in the separatist

region of the Donetsk for having fought with Ukrainian forces in the war against Russia. The

Moroccan national is presently facing death by a firing squad.

This action clearly violates the Geneva Convention, which protects prisoners of war. However,

since the Russian separatist handed Saadoun as a mercenary, he does not fall into the

category of the soldiers defending their country and thus benefiting from this legal protection.

Friends of Saadoun have tried to put forward evidence that he had been recruited by the

Ukrainian Army and was therefore entitled to the protection granted by the Geneva

Convention.

Saadoun, as well as two Britons, have been given the possibility to appeal. If the appeal is

successful, the sentence would then be reduced to 15 years in prison.

Various Moroccan association have already voiced their support for Saadoun’s appeal and

have asked for his release.

(DW.COM, MOROCCANWORLDNEWS, LIBE.MA)

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Two social media activists sentenced to prison by Omani Court
 
Internet activists Ali bin Marhoon Abdullah Al-Ghafri and Maryam Bint Youssef Bint Ali Al-

Nuaimi were sentenced to five and three years in prison on Tuesday, June 7. Al-Ghafri was

convicted of "insulting and offending God," Al-Nuaimi of "insulting religion"; their phones were

confiscated, and their Twitter account shut down. Two other internet activists, Ghaith Matar

Hamad Al-Shibli and Abdullah Hassan Jaber Al-Muqbali, were referred to another court for

their online activities. The Omani authorities repeatedly use the judiciary to target and violate

their citizens' rights to freedom of expression online and offline. 

(GULF CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS)

OMAN
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Palestinian prisoners on hunger strike, some experiencing severe health
complications  

Three Palestinian prisoners, Hani Bisharat, Raed Rayan, and Khalil Awawdeh, continue their

hunger strike as they remain in Israeli occupation prisons under administrative detention

without charge or trial. Administrative detention is a common practice carried out by the

Zionist entity, leaving Palestinian prisoners imprisoned for months and years at a time without

ever being informed of their alleged criminal activity. Lawyers of these prisoners are also

denied access to the "secret evidence"  that the Israeli authorities claim to have against their

defendants. Administrative detention in Israeli occupation courts is indefinitely renewable, and

Palestinian prisoners have historically utilized hunger strikes as a means of fighting for their

freedom.  

It is being reported that Awadeh's physical health has deteriorated dramatically as he

continues his over-100-days long hunger strike. Rayan is almost 70 days into his hunger strike,

and his health is also taking turns to the worst. Israeli authorities have held him in solitary

confinement to pressure him to break his fast and are denying him care despite his dire

condition. Bisharat is currently 20 days into his hunger strike for freedom.   

(SAMIDOUN)

PALESTINE

UN Human Rights Council releases report that says Israel has "no intention of
ending the occupation"

 A UN Commission of Inquiry report prompted by the May 2021 attacks on Gaza has been released
on June 7, 2022. The report notes that "The continued occupation by Israel of Palestinian territory
and discrimination against Palestinians are the key root causes of the recurrent tensions, instability
and protraction of conflict in the region." Israel's continuous forced displacement projects, illegal
settlement construction, settler violence, and the Gaza blockade, are cited as a few of the crimes
that Israel is routinely committing. 

This report will be discussed at the Geneva-based Human Rights Council in the upcoming days. 

(AL-JAZEERA, THE NEW ARAB)   

Palestinian man killed by Israeli occupation forces in the occupied West Bank 
Israeli forces murder 27-year-old Mahmoud Abu Ayhour during a raid on the town of Halhul in the
occupied West Bank. The Palestinian Ministry of Health reported his death on June 9, 2022, shortly
after he arrived at Al-Mizan Hospital in Hebron after sustaining a gun shot wound in his stomach.
Abu Ayhour is another victim of the violent raids carried out by the Israeli state that often result in
the death and injury of Palestinian youth. 

(AL-JAZEERA)   
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Joint letter by Human Rights groups sent to President Biden

President Joe Biden is soon expected to visit Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman in Saudi

Arabia. The purpose of the visit, expected to occur sometime in July, is to strengthen the Saudi-

US economic relations and address the inflation and high oil prices. As human rights groups fear,

this visit could further encourage several human rights abuses and mistreatment of international

law committed by Saudi Arabia. 

In a joint letter, several organizations demanded certain precautions before the meeting of

President Joe Biden with the Crown Prince, such as meetings with Saudi human rights defenders

and the securitization of commitments toward human rights. Furthermore, the President should

secure the release of detained dissidents and the removal of arbitrary travel bans on human

rights activists and others, including US citizens.

Those commitments should include the freedom of peaceful assembly, association, and speech,

which has been violated relentlessly in the past and present. As stated by the Middle East

Director at Human Rights Watch Lama Fakih, “Meeting Mohammed bin Salman without human

rights commitments would vindicate Saudi leaders who believe there are no consequences for

egregious rights violations.” (HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH)

SAUDI ARABIA

Despite the uplifting of the governmental state of emergency, military force
crimes continue

A recent Africa News report stated that, for the first time since the military coup in Sudan nine
months ago, the pro-democracy opposition group, the Forces of Freedom and Change (FFC), was
invited to meet the military forces on June 10. The meeting would have been a tripartite dialogue
with the UN and the African Union.

The FFC is a collective group of several opposition parties and militants who demanded the end of
all violence against the opposition and protesters and the end of the military power forces.

Yasir Arman, a member of FFC, has explained the purpose of the meeting as follows: "we did not
go to these talks to instate a new partnership with the military. We went to put an end to any
partnership. Military forces should return to their barracks to do their job, this is obvious, this is
the people's demand, and a democratic regime should be established, a real civil authority."

Nevertheless, as a result, the FFC did not attend as they were not willing to meet with the pro-
coup activist groups.

Political Experts in the field are raising concerns about the outcome of dialogue, emphasizing that
the military leader, General Burhan, could be counting on a new political solution simply in the
hope of retaining power. (AFRICANEWS, DEUTSCHE WELLE)

SUDAN
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Damage to Damascus airport after Israeli Airstrike

Syrian state media reported on Friday, June 10, that the Israeli Airstrikes on May 13 and May 21
earlier this year had hit Damascus and injured at least one civilian. Later that day, the media
reported that the International Airport of Damascus suspended all flights after the air attack
damaged the airport's runway. 

The news agency SANA did not confirm the airstrike on the airport but reported that missiles had
reached several targets in Damascus, and the air defense had intercepted most missiles.

According to Monitor, the target of those attacks is believed to be Hezbollah fighters and Iran-
backed forces in Syria, which has left several people wounded.
After the brutal murder of a Syrian citizen called Mohammed Elismail by a private military group
called 'Wagner Group,' the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation has failed to
investigate this case since 2017. 

Several human rights centers, including the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), the
Memorial Human Rights Center (HRC), and others, are planning to appeal this case to the
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). The Memorial Human Rights Center Chairman
commented: "This case crystallises the urgent need to hold private military groups such as
Wagner accountable for their actions and, more generally, to establish State responsibility in such
cases. It also sheds light on the behavior of Wagner personnel, who are never held responsible
for the crimes they commit in Syria, Ukraine, Mali, Central African Republic, and Libya, among
other countries

(INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, AL-JAZEERA)

SYRIA

Photo: Louai Beshara/AFP
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Group of dissidents was denied release from prison after completing their
sentence 

TUNISIA

On Friday, June 10, 2022, a coalition of ten human rights organizations, including Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch, condemned President Kais Saied's dismissal of 57 judges
in a joint statement as "a blow to judicial independence." He had first granted himself absolute
power to fire judges via decree on June 1 and then dismissed 57 based on mostly politically
motivated accusations, the Tunisian Judges' Association said. "The decree is President Saied's
latest move to concentrate powers in his own hands," the joint statement says. Consequently to
the dismissals, Tunisian judges went on a week-long strike on Monday, heading for an extension to
a second week.  

Besides his confrontation with the Tunisian judiciary, President Kais Saied is confronted with
Tunisia's biggest political power, the trade union UGTT. The UGTT announced a nationwide strike
for June 16 and boycotted the planned national dialogue in protest against Saied's refusal to meet
its demands. Also, the speaker of Tunisia's dissolved parliament and leader of the Ennahda party,
Rached Ghannouchi, formulated harsh critiques toward Saied, stating the country was living
under tyranny. He announced that his party would continue to work to "overthrow the coup as
well as the resulting decrees that represented a coup against the constitution" together with its
allies. On Monday, Sadeq Belaid, who Saied charged with rewriting Tunisia's constitution, had
announced to remove any reference to Islam from the draft to fight Islamist-inspired parties such
as Ennahdha, he said.

(AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH, AL-JAZEERA, AFRICANEWS) 

 

Students violently attackedby Turkish police for participating in Pride March 
Students who organized and participated in a Pride march at Ankara's Middle East Technical
University (METU) were excessively attacked with tear gas and batons by the Turkish police.
"Scenes of peaceful Pride marchers on the METU campus being confronted with police using
unnecessary and excessive force, including pepper balls, are deeply disturbing," said Nils
Muižnieks, Amnesty International's Europe Director, "particularly as this is a repeat of the
brutality we saw here three years ago." The pride march had explicitly not been authorized by the
university, as it would "threaten the university's reputation." 

Meanwhile, as Erdogan attempts to create a 30km "safe zone" along the Turkish-Syrian border --
and more specifically, on Syrian territory to resettle Syrian refugees there -- the Turkish-backed
opposition force Syrian National Army (SNA) announced to be "on standby for the battle" and
expecting the new Turkish military operation in Syria. The threatened Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Force (SDF) said they would turn to Assad if Turkey attacks, stating the "readiness of
forces to coordinate with forces of the Damascus government to confront any possible Turkish
incursion and to protect Syrian territories against occupation." Earlier Turkish military operations
had led to severe human rights violations and civil casualties. 

TURKEY
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No News Related to Human Rights

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Russia is warning Turkey to "refrain from actions which could lead to a dangerous deterioration of
the already difficult situation in Syria," the foreign ministers of both countries have discussed a
potential grain export corridor from Ukraine. Putin's invasion of Ukraine has led to a global food
crisis and famines and is threatening vast parts of the Middle East. The two foreign ministers met
in Ankara for talks after UN-led efforts to open a corridor for grain shipments and the situation in
northern Syria. Currently, about 20 million tonnes of grain are stuck in Ukraine's Black Sea ports –
blocked by Russian naval forces.

(AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, AL-JAZEERA, ALARABY)

TURKEY (CONTINUED)

Photo: The New Arab 
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Steps taken towards opening main roads to besieged Taiz

On Monday, amid the extended truce in Yemen, the Yemeni government negotiators accepted a
proposal by the UN to open one main road to the city of Taiz, which is under siege by the Houthis.
"We appreciate the positive role of the UN special envoy and his team, and we hope that he will
exercise the necessary pressure and quick measures on the Houthi group to speed up the
implementation of the opening of the main roads," said Abdul Kareem Shaiban, the head of the
government's delegation during talks in Amman, Jordan, last week. Despite the ongoing truce, the
Houthis have continued their siege on Taiz and blocked roads into the city until today.
Consequently, the city's population is suffering a humanitarian crisis with no prospects of
receiving the necessary support soon. The Houthis accuse the Yemeni government of refusing to
open roads in the city from areas under its control, rejecting to open the main roads, and opening
small, unpaved, and rarely used roads in a "one-sided step" instead. 

Meanwhile, Hodeidah, a city under Houthi control, suffers from extended power outages
combined with soaring temperatures. A social media campaign by Yemeni human rights activists,
government officials, and others circulates pictures of people sleeping outside their homes or on
rooftops to escape the heat and accuses the Houthis of not paying enough attention or money to
this issue. "My children are tormented by the heat of the weather and their faces and bodies have
been deformed. Thousands of children in Hodeidah are suffering. Their skin is burned as if you
poured acid on them. They scream during the day and suffer at night," said a Hodeidah resident
on social media.  

YEMEN
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