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Taliban close the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission

(AIHRC), UN condemns
On Tuesday, May 17th, the Taliban announced the dissolution of the Afghanistan Independent

Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), considering it ‘no more necessary’. The Taliban regime

explains this decision as a consequence of a lack of budget to keep running these commissions.

The de facto government is experiencing financial difficulties, as international aid stopped when

they came to power in August 2021. This decision follows several shutdowns of other bodies

dedicated to protecting Human rights in the country, such as the electoral commission and the

ministry for women’s affairs. These bodies were the only way for the people of Afghanistan to list

and denounce abuses by government force or any armed group and call for help. 

AIHRC published studies and reports on the human rights situation in Afghanistan that were

considered credible and regularly cited by the media and experts in the country. Therefore, this

commission was one of the windows for the world to understand and consider the human rights

situation in Afghanistan. Its role as a whistleblower and spokesperson for the people was

recognized by the rights group and by the UN. ’The AIHRC performed extraordinary work in

extremely difficult conditions over many years, shining a spotlight on the human rights of all

Afghans, including victims on all sides of the conflict’, UN Human rights chief Michelle Bachelet

stated. However, AIHRC halted its activities after the Taliban regained power last August. But

the end of its work is still considered a ‘deeply retrograde step for all Afghans and Afghan civil

society.’ (Al arabyia news, VOA news)
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https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/05/19/UN-slams-Taliban-closure-of-Afghan-human-rights-body-
https://www.voanews.com/a/rights-groups-decry-taliban-shuttering-of-human-rights-commission-/6582933.html
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Health deterioration of two Egyptian activists imprisoned: A concerning call

for the situation in Egyptian jails
Human rights body has urged countries authorities to transfer Alla Abdel Fattah, imprisoned

activist to another detention centre. Indeed his condition is deteriorating.. NGOs are calling for

appropriate medical care. Abdel Fattah has been on hunger strike since April 2, in order to

protest against prison conditions and violence committed by prison guards. 

It has been reported that another detainee, Aisha Al-Shaters had her health conditions

deteriorate as well. Egyptian human rights organizations announced the deterioration of the

health of Aisha Al-Shater, the daughter of the Brotherhood’s deputy guide, Khairat Al-Shater in

Al-Qanater Women’s Prison. Aisha is suffering from severe health complications and didn’t have

access to appropriate care. 

These two cases illustrate the worrying situation in Egyptian Jails. There have been numerous calls

for action by human rights organisations. However, access to appropriate health care remains

extremely restrained. (Siasat, Al Jazeera)

EGYPT

38 organizations launch a digital campaign against government rights

repression
On Thursday, May 19th, 38 rights groups including Human Rights Watch and Amnesty

International announced the launch of a 10-day digital campaign against the ‘increasing

government repression of individuals and groups defending human rights in Algeria.’ This decision

relies on the fact that since last year and the strong government repression of the ‘Hirak’ pro-

democracy protests, Algeria has known increasing assaults on civic space and fundamental

freedoms. The campaign will be conducted for 10 days on the organizations’ respective social

media accounts, to raise awareness and call on Algerian authorities to end their repression of

human rights. 

‘The campaign calls on all individuals, organizations, and relevant parties to contribute in

collectively demanding an end to the criminalization of the exercise of fundamental freedoms in

Algeria, using the #NotACrime hashtag’, the public announcement states. The statement relies on

several examples and testimony of freedom restrictions in Algeria. The organizations highlight the

lack of freedom of speech, stating that 'at least 300 people have been arrested since the

beginning of 2022 (as of 17 April) for exercising their right to free expression, peaceful assembly

or association’. The campaign ends up on May 28th, the anniversary of the death of Kamel Eddine

Fekhar, ‘a human rights defender who died in detention on 28 May 2019 after a 50-day hunger

strike to protest his imprisonment for expressing views critical of the government’. (HRW)

ALGERIA

https://www.siasat.com/egypt-aisha-al-shaters-health-deteriorates-in-al-qanater-prison-2332455/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/18/group-urges-transfer-of-alaa-abdel-fattah-to-better-facility
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/19/algeria-campaign-against-government-rights-repression
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Sentence of Iran-Swedish condemned to death for espionage postponed
Ahmadreza Djalali is an Iran-Swedish citizen sentenced to death in 2017 in Iran for espionage. Dr.

Djalali is a specialist in emergency medicine. He traveled back to Iran, his home country, in 2016

for a working visit. He was arrested there in April 2016 and charged with espionage. He was

sentenced to death after an unfair trial in late October 2017. In early May 2022, several Iranian

media outlets reported a decision by Iranian authorities to execute Dr. Djalali by May 21st. Several

rights groups and academic organizations pointed out the lack of justice and evidence in this trial

and protested in different cities of the world to release Dr. Djalali. 

The postponement of Djalali’s execution has been discussed with several NGOs and Rights

defenders, but the spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Saeed Khatibzadeh, repeated

to reporters that ‘the sentence of Ahmedreza Djalali is final’. On Tuesday, May 17th, the Office of

the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on Tuesday called for Tehran to suspend

the execution, and requested the revocation of his sentence. On Saturday, May 21th, Ahmadreza

Djalali’s wife called on the European Union to secure her husband’s release, suggesting that the

execution didn’t take place yet. (Al Arabiya)

IRAN

Arab News released on the 23rd of May a report on the situation of Iraqi refugees living in the

Jadaa Camp. Located in the northern city of Mosul, it is presented by the authorities as a

“rehabilitation” centre for people returning from Syria. Suspicious of being affiliated with Daesh,

they need to stay in these rehabilitations centre before being able to return to Iraq and their

families. Around 30,000 Iraqis, including 20,000 children, remain stranded at Al-Hol, according

to Iraq’s ministry of immigration. However, the Camp administrator Khaled Abdel Karim

explained to AFP that only “a very limited” number of families at Jadaa had been influenced by

Daesh ideology.”  

Even if several NGOs offering activities and social follow up are present, the wait can be difficult

for many of the families remaining in the camp. Many testimonies were shared, giving a voice to

the residents of Jadaa Camp, “They say we’re a part of Daesh. It’s true my husband was a

member of the group. But that was him, not me,” testified Shaima Ali. “If only I could get out” of

the camp, said Ali, who lived for five years in Syria. “I’ve got no future left, perhaps, but I’ve got

two daughters and I want a future for them,” he added. (ArabNews)

IRAQ

Life on hold for Iraqis in rehabi l itation camps 

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/05/22/Wife-of-Swedish-citizen-threatened-with-Iran-execution-appeals-to-EU
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2087426/middle-east
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KUWAIT

After being under house arrest in Bosnia and Herzegovina since April 9th 2020 the Kuwaiti

blogger and activist Mesaed Al Musaileem had now been freed from an Interpol Red Notice. In

2011, he was detained in Kuwait on charges of defaming the late Emir of Kuwait and the judiciary

on his personal Twitter account. After suffering from torture and ill-treatment by the state security

forces, he was released on bail on December 24th 2012. After a similar arrest in 2015 and another

conviction in absentia in 2016, he moved to Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2017 and applied for asylum

there in 2018.  In the following, the Kuwaiti Public Prosecution sent a request for extradition to the

government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which rejected it. He further had been sentenced several

times for more than 20 years on charges such as “deliberately spreading false news” and having

publicly faulted the Emir. 

On April 9th2020 Al Mesaileem was arrested at his house in Sarajevo after the Kuwaiti authorities

had requested a red notice at Interpol. On May 13th this year, The Commission for the Control of

INTERPOL’s Files finally withdrew the red notice. Nonetheless, to date he remains under house

arrest and as Bosnia and Herzegovina rejected his seek for asylum exposed to the risk of forcibly

being returned to his country, where he might again face torture and detention.

(menarights, gc4hr)

Interpol  Red Notice against  blogger and activist cancel led

Credit: Menarights

https://menarights.org/en/case/mesaed-al-musaileem
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/3016
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Lebanese election overshadowed by complaints of violations
On Sunday 15th, Lebanon held its elections. The Iran-backed Hezbollah and its allies thereby lost

the majority in Lebanon´s parliament, going down from 71 seats to 58. Indeed, the Hezbollah did

not lose seats, but its Christian political ally, the Free Patriotic Movement did and is with 18 seats

no longer the biggest Christian party. Instead, 16 seats went to independent anti-establishment

candidates and other unfamiliar faces, inspired by the 2019´s uprising and have risen hope to pep

up the often paralyzed Lebanese political system. Nonetheless, there is reason to fear a

continuous political deadlock, as the Hezbollah bloc and its opposition might struggle to make

compromises. Such a gridlock would come during the third year of a spiralling economic crisis, a

plummeting Lebanese pound and soaring petrol and food prices. However, to implement necessary

economic and structural reforms and resume IMF negotiations, the country´s parliament now has to

appoint a prime minister and elect a new government. 

Although the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres congratulated the crisis-ridden country for

holding the elections “despite the challenging circumstances”, local and foreign observers

reported thousands of cases of corruption, violence and vote-rigging. The EU Election Observation

Mission described the elections campaign as “marred by various instances of intimidation,

including in front of and in polling stations and on social media, and instances of campaign

obstruction”. “They threatened our observers, did not allow them to take pictures of violations,

and confiscated their mobile phones,” observers from the Lebanese Association for Democratic

Elections (LADE) said, and even reported attacks by party partisans, forcing them to leave polling

stations and even journalists were assaulted and beaten. 

(Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera)

LEBANON

Moroccan MPs draw attention to the situation of refugees in Algerian Tindouf

Camps 
On Tuesday 17th, Moroccan parliamentarians from the Morocco-EU joint parliamentary commission

addressed an open letter to the European Parliament, calling attention to the “illegal situation” of

the Tindouf camps in south-western Algeria. The Tindouf camps are mainly inhabited by Sahrawi

refugees from the occupied territories of Western Sahara. Since the Spanish colonial forces had

left Western Sahara in 1975, Morocco is occupying these territories, violating various UN

resolutions, which concede the Saharawi the right to self-determination, keeps plundering its

resources and tries to consolidate its occupation internationally. Within the letter the Moroccan

politicians accuse the Saharawi Polisario Front of recruiting children for their fight against the

occupation, selling humanitarian aid on the black market and pointing out the lack of fair

treatment and access to the Algerian justice system for the refugees as well as restrictions on

their free movement. Whilst Algeria considers these refugees as actual refugees, Morocco

perceives them as “‘sequestrated populations’ detained against their will in the camps.”

(moroccoworldnews)

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/17/pro-hezbollah-bloc-loses-lebanese-parliamentary-majority
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/19/what-stands-next-for-lebanon-after-key-elections
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/18/lebanon-election-monitors-complain-of-violations-attacks
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2022/05/349111/moroccan-mps-shed-light-on-human-rights-violations-in-tindouf-camps


Continuous violence against Palestinians at funerals and Nakba marches
Ten days after the killing of the Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, Israeli forces

shot their 20th victim this year in Jenin to death on Saturday, May 21st. During an Israeli raid in

the northern city of Jenin, the 17-year old Amjad al-Fayyed was hit by around a dozen bullets,

another 18-year old Palestinian boy was critically wounded. Mohammad Shtayyeh, the Palestinian

Prime Minister, denounced the assassination. On Monday, just three days after Abu Akleh´s

funeral, Walid al-Sharif’s funeral had been attacked by Israeli police. He had died after weeks in

a coma on Saturday before due to an injury by a rubber-coated bullet to his head, sustained at an

Israeli raid on the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound last month. At his funeral, over 70 mourning

Palestinians got injured by tear gas, rubber-coated bullets and beatings, at least 20 had been

arrested. 

The same day marks the Palestinian memorial day of the Nakba, where about 750,000

Palestinians had been expulsed from their homes for the Jewish-majority state of Israel to be

established. Between 1947 and 1949, Zionist paramilitaries carried out a systematic ethnic

cleansing of two-thirds of the Palestinian people, resulting in the near-total annihilation of

Palestinian society. About 530 villages and cities had been destroyed and more than 15,000

Palestinians were killed. At a Nakba march at the northern entrance to al-Bireh, a West Bank city

located 15 kilometres from Jerusalem, at least 16 Palestinians have been injured by live

ammunition, rubber-coated steel bullets and tear gas in clashes with Israeli forces.

While Israel continues its raids in the occupied Palestinian territories, a new video was published,

strengthening the accusations against Israeli forces of having slain her, despite her and her

colleagues wearing visible blue press flak jackets. Further, there was no fighting around, when

the fire was opened on Abu Akleh and her colleagues walking in the direction of where Israeli

forces were located. Israeli authorities initially had pretended, that Abu Akleh might have been

killed by Palestinian fighters, circulating a video showing Palestinian men shooting down an alley.

The Israeli human rights group B´Tselem has spotted this location around 300m away and without

any line of sight to the location of the killing. Nonetheless and despite a telephone call from the

French president Macron with Naftali Bennet urging an investigation, the Israeli army announced

on Thursday to not conduct any investigation on Abu Akleh´s killing, as it could lead to opposition

within Israeli society. “We were expecting this from the Israeli side. We want to hold whoever is

responsible for these acts accountable,” Abu Akleh´s family said. “We urge the United States in

particular – since she is a US citizen – and the international community to open a just and

transparent investigation and to put an end to the killings.” 

Anyway, many, including UN human rights experts, have pushed for an impartial investigation

into the journalist's death. The Palestinian leadership, while investigating on its own, has also

called on the International Criminal Court to conduct a probe, and has called the Israeli army to

account for the “assassination” of the veteran journalist. On Friday, 57 members of the US

Congress sent a letter to Secretary of State Antony Blinken and FBI Director Christopher Wray

pressing for a US involvement in the investigation. The pentagon so far rejected any need for

that.  (Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-

Jazeera)
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/21/palestinian-teen-killed-in-israeli-raid-in-occupied-west-bank
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/17/israeli-police-attack-funeral-procession-of-palestinian-man
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/15/palestinians-commemorate-74th-nakba-day-live-updates
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/20/new-video-shows-no-clashes-during-shireen-abu-aklehs-killing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/17/macron-urges-rapid-israeli-probe-into-shireen-abu-aklehs-killing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/19/israel-will-not-investigate-killing-of-shireen-abu-akleh-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/20/us-urges-probe-accountability-for-shireen-abu-akleh-killing
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Human rights groups coalition ask for a FIFA compensation of £350m for

migrant workers
On Thursday, May 19th, a coalition of several rights groups, including Human Rights Watch,

Amnesty International, FairSquare, and others, called for compensation from the FIFA and the

government of Qatar for the serious abuses that migrant workers have suffered within the frame

of the Football World Cup preparation. This restitution includes ‘thousands of unexplained deaths

and injuries, wage theft, and exorbitant recruitment fees’, the organizations stated.

Amnesty International made this request in a letter to FIFA president Gianni Infantino, stating

that ‘until all workers are compensated, the tournament cannot be truly celebrated’. HR groups

and NGOs have been targeting Qatar for the highly harmful working conditions of the people

working in the FIFA World Cup preparation, especially among the migrant workers. According to

Amnesty International, up to 30,000 migrant workers have been employed on projects in Qatar to

construct seven stadiums for the World Cup championships, as well as a new airport, metro, and

roads. Therefore, this compensation of $440m (£350m) towards the workers is an ‘adequate

remedy for serious labor abuses suffered while building and servicing infrastructure for the FIFA

World Cup, since November 2022’, HRW stated. Human Rights Watch has opened a global

campaign, #PayUpFIFA, to support this coalition call. Amnesty International released a report,

‘Predictable and Preventable,’ setting out how FIFA and Qatar can remedy 12 years of abuses.

(BBC Sport / HRW)

QATAR

Human Rights NGOs demand more investigations into how Human Rights

Defenders are treated in Saudi Arabia
On 18 May, Human Rights Groups were calling for more investigation on how Saudi Arabia is

treating their advocates, ahead of a meeting with the UN Human Rights Council next month.

Recommendations have been made by Amnesty International, the Gulf Centre for Human Rights

and Human Rights Watch. OCHR needs to address a number of key concerns at the summit. It

should include women's rights, arbitrary detentions, the death penalty, and the conditions of

migrant workers. Human Rights Groups advised as well UN to pressure Saudi Arabia to allow

international observers the ability to monitor the situation on the ground.  

Rights groups have repeatedly criticised Saudi Arabia's treatment of activists and dissidents,

citing countless examples of torture against female and male prisoners of conscience.

Even if some reforms issued by Mohammed Ben Salmane were quite “well-received” by the west

(such as allowing women to drive), they came at a time when authorities launched a massive

crackdown on civil society and free speech in the country. Moreover, earlier this year the

execution of more than 81 people in a single day earlier was a reminder that "One of the biggest

issues in Saudi Arabia is that the space and push for reforms remain limited and difficult to

enforce." explained Rothna Begum, senior women's rights researcher at Human Rights Watch.

(Middle East Eyes) 

SAUDI ARABIA

https://www.hrw.org/PayUpFIFA
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde22/5586/2022/en
https://www.bbc.com/sport/football/61504376
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/18/fifa-pay-harm-qatars-migrant-workers
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-women-new-evidence-unprecedented-torture-political-prisoners
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-rights-groups-urge-un-probe-abuses


A C H R S  |  P A G E  1 0  

UN must renew the arms embargo in the face of continued impunity and
sexual violence, recommend Amnesty International 
On May 18 2022, Amnesty International published several recommendations on South Sudan and
how the United Nations Security Council must renew its arms embargo in the region. Indeed they
recall that one of UN priorities should be to protect survivors, witnesses and judicial actors of the
Sudan conflict. “Our new report highlights the urgent need for thorough, independent and
impartial investigations into these crimes. The perpetrators of conflict-related sexual violence
must face justice; widespread impunity for these offences must come to an end,” explained
Deprose Muchena, Amnesty International's Director for East and Southern Africa. 

Several crimes of sexual violence and forced labour were reported. As these human rights
violations of human rights are still happening, Amnesty International is urgently calling for an
answer from the UN. Furthermore, Deprose Muchena offered some suggestions to Sudanese
authorities: “Suspending officials who are suspected of being perpetrators of sexual violence is a
vital step towards changing attitudes. To ensure behavioural change of government soldiers and
armed groups and to achieve justice, however, the South Sudanese authorities must investigate
all conflict-related sexual violence and prosecute alleged perpetrators, including those who give
the orders.” (Amnesty International) 

SUDAN

Credit: Foreignpolicy

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/05/south-sudan-un-must-renew-arms-embargo/
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HRW report on Airstrike hid by the U.S That Killed Dozens of Civilians in Syria

SYRIA

Human Rights Watch reported on May 19 2022 that a US military's review of a 2019 airstrike in
Syria reveals fundamental and ongoing flaws in the US's handling of accountability for civilian
harm. The US Defense Department issued a public summary, admitting fault in the military's initial
handling of the strike. However, no full report or apologies were released. Indeed since 2019, the
US military never conducted an independent investigation into the bombing of the last bastion of
the Islamic State. 

There were yet important concerns about a secretive commando force.According to HRW, they
refused to hold themselves accountable for civilian deaths,  “The US military’s inadequate
investigation of the strike in Baghouz shows why Congress needs to get involved in reforming the
military’s handling of civilian harm,” explained Sarah Yager, Human Rights Watch's Washington
director. said. She added, “We had high hopes for Secretary Austin’s commitments earlier this
year to reform, but the many missteps in this inquiry leave us deeply concerned that the US
military hasn’t gotten the memo.” (HRW)   

First demonstration by new oppositional formation against President Kais
Saied
On Sunday 15th, a crowd of over 2000 people ran their first protest against President Kais Saied´s
power grab. Veteran opposition figure Ahmed Nejib Chebbi had announced the formation of a
new alliance on April 26th, to “save” Tunisia from its crisis and Saied´s current path of
monopolising political power in him. Nonetheless, the crowd stayed smaller than expected. 

The “National Salvation Front” is made up of five political parties, including Saied's arch-rival, the
Islamist-inspired Ennahdha, as well as five civil society organizations led by independent
politicians. Exemplary of Saied´s power grab, on Monday evening a former MP and vocal critic of
President Saied has been sentenced by a military court to five months in prison, six others, three
of them members of the same political group, were sentenced to three to six months in prison for
assaulting police officers last year. 
(africanews, africanews)

TUNISIA

Credit: Africanews

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/19/us-flawed-military-review-civilian-casualties-syria
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/19/us-flawed-military-review-civilian-casualties-syria
https://www.africanews.com/2022/05/16/tunisia-opposition-alliance-demonstrates-against-president-saied/
https://www.africanews.com/2022/05/17/tunisia-critic-of-president-kais-saied-jailed/
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Large-scale rally to demand justice held in Istanbul
This Saturday, May 21st, Turkish opposition supporters held a mass gathering in Istanbul to
demand evolution on Human rights, freedoms, and justice. They protested for an end to President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s crackdown on perceived opponents. This demonstration gathered
hundreds of thousands of people in Istanbul’s Maltepe Square. The rally was organized also by
Republican People’s Party, CHP within the frame of the 2023 elections. ‘Turkey is ready for
change,’ said Kemal Kilicdaroglu, leader of the CHP, highlighting how the country was suffering
from corruption, political pressure, and bad economic management under the government of
President Erdogan. The party is familiar with President Erdogan’s repression of the opposition, as
the Court of Cassation confirmed several jail sentences against Canan Kaftancioglu, the chairman
of the CHP's Istanbul branch, as part of President Erdogan's escalating crackdown on dissidents.
Kaftancioglu was jailed for insulting Turkey and its president on social media, in the view of the
judges. (Balkan Insight)

TURKEY

PACE rapporteurs denied permission to visit philanthropist Osman Kavala in
prison
This week, co-rapporteurs for the monitoring of Turkey by the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE)John Howell and Boriss Cilevics requested permission to visit Osman
Kavala in prison. The visit was asked in the frame of their three-day travel to Istanbul and
Ankara focused on the activist’s case. However, on Friday May 20th, local media reported that
the Justice Ministry denied their request. Osman Kavala has been detained in Turkish jail since
December 2019, and has known a trial highly criticized by Human rights defenders. At the end,
the rapporteurs could met with Kavala’s lawyers, representatives from the Justice Ministry and
other government officials, and several NGOs during their fact-finding visit. (Turkish minute)

Credit: EPA-EFE/SEDAT SUNA

https://balkaninsight.com/2022/05/21/turkish-opposition-holds-mass-rally-to-demand-justice/
https://www.turkishminute.com/2022/05/21/e-rapporteurs-denied-permission-to-visit-kavala-in-prison/


A glimmer of hope for some, black despair for others
The UN-brokered two-month truce has sparked hope for thousands of Yemenis in need as on
Monday the 16th, the first commercial plane in six years has taken off the Houthi-held airport of
Sana´a. Carrying 137 passengers, including patients in need of urgent medical treatment as well as
their relatives, it headed towards Jordan´s capital Amman in the morning. Al-Jazeera
correspondent Mohammed al-Attab said: “There are about 300,000 patients – according to the
Houthi-run ministry of health – who are waiting for the resumption of flights because of the
inability of most of the health sector here to treat them.” For them, it was a “joyful day”. 

Akram Al-Walidi, Abdelkhaleq Amran, Hareth Hamid and Tawfiq Al-Mansouri, four detained
Yemeni journalists meanwhile are still subjected to a range of human rights abuses, such as
intermittent incommunicado detention, solitary confinement and beatings and facing a death
penalty by the Houthi authorities. As well as other critics, human rights defenders or journalists
had been arbitrarily detained by the Houthis and subjected to unfair trials in areas they
controlled. Reporters Without Borders currently counts 14 detained journalists in Yemen solely for
their work and two killings of journalists in 2022. The four mentioned journalists had been
detained since 2015 without charge or trial for over four years. In April 2020 the Specialized
Criminal Court in Sana´a sentenced them to death after an unfair trial. Tawfiq Al-Mansouri
furthermore is in a critical health condition and denied medical treatment for a prostate condition
and a chronic illness. 

The situation in Huthi-run jails and detention centres is dire, with significant overcrowding, a lack
of food and safe drinking water, and terrible hygiene. Despite an order from October 30th by the
Prosecutor General to be released, they are still maintained in detention and denied visits from
their families and lawyers.  (Al-Jazeera, Amnesty International)

YEMEN

Credit: Aljazeera

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/16/first-commercial-flight-in-6-years-leaves-yemens-capital-sanaa
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/05/yemen-huthi-authorities-must-release-four-journalists-sentenced-to-death/
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