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UN Special Rapporteur to undertake his first visit to Afghanistan
Richard Bennett, UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of Human Rights in Afghanistan,

announced this Saturday, May 14th that he will undertake a visit to Afghanistan from May 15th to

May 26th. Richard Bennett was appointed as Special Rapporteur in April 2022. The Special

Rapporteur of the UN is an independent expert appointed by the Human Rights Council, to make

the point on a Human Rights crisis. The main purpose of his trip is to assess the situation on Human

Rights and its consequences on the people of Afghanistan. He said he would meet several

members of the de facto authorities, to mention the international Human Rights instruments

ratified by Afghanistan. Since the Taliban took power in 2021 in Afghanistan, the international

community is strongly concerned about the HR situation in Afghanistan. The visit of the Special

Rapporteur follows one of the Women’s Rights most violating restrictions last week. 

Since May 7th, women in Afghanistan have to wear an all-covering veil in public for the first time

in decades. The role of the Special Rapporteur on the field is to mobilize and bring together civil

society and international associations to offer assistance to address and prevent violations and

abuses. On the issue of the trip, the independent expert will deliver a report to the Human Rights

Council and the General Assembly later in the year. (OHCHR) 
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Credit: BBC

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/05/afghanistan-un-expert-visit-assess-human-rights


A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 4

UN Special Rapporteur’s visit to Iran provokes Rights group concerns
On May 11th, civil rights activists published an open letter to express concerns about the UN

special rapporteur’s visit to Iran. Alena Douhan, the UN special rapporteur on the negative impact

of unilateral coercive measures on human rights, is visiting the country from May 7th to May 18th.

She is the first UN special rapporteur to enter the country since 2005, as the Iranian government

has banned UN officials from visiting the country after massive repression of street protests

occurred in 2009. The Iranian activists’ open letter denounces the ban on the UN human rights

rapporteur but also targets the controversial position of UN representative Alena Douhan. After

visiting oppressive countries during her mandate such as Venezuela, Zimbabwe, and Qatar, she

has been accused by HR groups of playing into the hands of authoritarian governments and

spreading their propaganda. Therefore, activists of Iran ask her to assess the negative impact of

sanctions on the country, and to meet with them during her state-sanctioned trip this week. They

expressed concern that Douhan will only be allowed to meet with state-approved organizations

and will deflect attention away from government mismanagement and corruption. 

The five prominent activists warned her that ‘the Islamic Republic and its representatives whom

you will have talks with do not represent the majority of the Iranian people because they have not

gained their current state positions in a democratic process'. They put the light on the fact that

the regime’s ‘systematic corruption and incompetence' have a more important role in the

‘economic pressures on the people and blatant human rights abuses than the unilateral coercive

sanctions’. Among the 5 activists are 4 former political prisoners: Giti Pourfazel (retired lawyer),

Ahmadreza Haeri (human rights activist), Keyvan Samimi (veteran journalist), and Jafar

Azimzadeh (prominent labor activist). The fifth signee, film director Sadra Abdollahi, is the

husband of political prisoner Aliyeh Motallebzadeh. (Center for Human rights in Iran)

IRAN

Egypt: NGOs remain concerned as Egypt rees several activists from jails
In the first week of may, HRW published a statement expressing their concerns as Egypt frees

activists the week before Eid-El Fitr and the criticisms that were made. Egyptian authorities freed

around 40 “unjustly detained prisoners”, mostly journalists, activists and human rights defenders.

HRW calls for not forgetting that, even if these releases happened, Egypt’s International partners

should recognise publicly that these releases do not indicate an end to the extensive repression

practised by the current government.

On the 20 of May, VOA published a similar statement. They highlighted that more than 20

journalists were still held by the Egyptian government, according to the Committee to Protect

Journalists. Egypt is considered to be one of the world’s foremost jailers of journalists. VOA

interviewed Sherif Mansour, CPJ’s Middle East and North Africa coordinator. He confirmed the

detention of more than dozens of journalists in abusive pretrial detention, giving the example of

Alaa Abdelfettah. As HRW they are calling for the immediate release of these prisoners. (VOA,

HRW) 

EGYPT

https://iranhumanrights.org/2022/05/iran-un-douhan-activists-letter/
https://iranhumanrights.org/2022/05/iran-un-douhan-activists-letter/
https://www.voanews.com/a/egypt-journalists-up-againsts-comprehensive-repression-machine/6574317.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/04/concerns-remain-egypt-frees-activists-and-critics
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During a mission carried out in Iraq in early 2022, the Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR)

published at the beginning of May 2022 a new report entitled “They Will Not Shoot down Our

Dream: Challenges faced by Human Rights Defenders in Iraq following the October Popular

Movement”. The mission was conducted mostly in Bagdad and Basra regions, by two women, who

must remain anonymous for security reasons. More than 60 journalists, activists and human rights

defenders were heard.  Other journalists and human rights defenders in exile were also

interviewed. This new report had as its main objectives to develop new cases and assess the

conditions for human rights defenders to report on human rights violations in Iraq. 

More than giving an overview of the Human rights situation in Iraq, conducting dozens of

interviews on the ground, it “gave voice to the hundreds of Iraqi human rights defenders and

activists” and share their daily lives, fears and prospects. Human rights defenders, journalists,

and activists in Iraq still have hope for an end to the heinous human rights violations, but they

urgently require international assistance to promote human rights, press freedom, and

accountability. (IFEX, GCHR)

IRAQ

Report conducted by the Gulf  Center for Human Rights Studies

gives an insight into the chal lenges faced by human rights

activists 

https://ifex.org/they-will-not-shoot-down-our-dream-challenges-faced-by-human-rights-defenders-in-iraq/
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/3006
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To commemorate World Press Freedom Day, several events were held in Amman Jordan, on the

behalf of UNESCO. On Sunday 15 May, a conference, “Journalism Under Digital Siege” took place

in Amman. The Minister of State for Media Affair of Jordan was present and held a speech about

freedom of the press and expression. He explained that the region needs more support to face

wars and conflicts to boost freedoms and democracy. Moreover, he recalled the implementation of

the project by UNESCO on Media and Information Literacy “This project is extremely important

and should be implemented worldwide to face the new reality in which the public has mixed up the

overlap between media and social media,” the minister stressed. A commemoration of the killing of  

Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, during an Israeli occupation forces raid in the West Bank

on Wednesday, took place as well. 

However, UNESCO Representative to Jordan, Jeong Kim, said that, even if the Kingdom of Jordan

seems to have many international and regional commitments to safeguard the freedom and safety

of journalists, Jordan is also not exempted from the “worldwide erosion of press freedom”. Indeed

journalists and human rights activists are facing in Jordan a dangerous increase in spyware and

hacking risks. (Jordan Times)

Commemoration of World Press Freedom Day in Amman by a

joint event between UNESCO and Jordanian Governement

 Credit: Jordan Times

http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/world-press-freedom-day-marked-call-protecting-freedom-expression-independent-journalism
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UN delegation sees little progress in torture prevention
Following an initial visit in 2010, the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT) has visited

Lebanon for a second time from 4 to 10 May to assess the country’s implementation of the

recommendations it had made in the first place. "Twelve years have passed but most of the

recommendations from our first visit remain to be implemented, and the efforts made by the

Government had no major impact on the situation of people deprived of their liberty”, said Nika

Kvaratskhelia, Head of the SPT Delegation. During their visit, the delegation conducted

unannounced visits to places of detention, met government officials, members of the national

preventive mechanism, civil society representatives and UN agencies. The experts voiced grave

concern about ongoing issues with the administration of justice, including lengthy pre-trial

detention, overcrowding, and appalling living circumstances in many sites of detention.

In a report following another visit to Lebanon, published on May 11th, the UN Special Rapporteur

on extreme poverty and human rights, Olivier De Schutter, made the political and financial leaders

responsible for forcing most of the country’s population into poverty, violating international human

rights law. “The political establishment knew about the looming cataclysm for years but did little to

avert it. Well-connected individuals even moved their money out of the country, facilitated by a

legal vacuum that allowed capital to flow out of the country”, he stated and called for

accountability and transparency within the next government. The UN expert urged the new

government to commit to improving its human rights record in all areas by reducing inequality,

improving living conditions of Palestinian and Syrian refugees, combating corruption and impunity,

constructing strong and resilient social protection, education, and healthcare systems, and

prioritizing public interests over private profits. (OHCHR, OHCHR) 

LEBANON

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/05/lebanon-little-progress-torture-prevention-un-experts-find
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/05/lebanon-un-expert-warns-failing-state-amid-widespread-poverty


At least 44 people drown off the coast of the Western Sahara
On Sunday, May 8th, migrant aid agency Caminando Fronteras recorded that at least 44

migrants and refugees drowned off the coast of Morocco's contested Western Sahara area. The

boat capsized off the coast of Cape Boujdour, according to NGO director Helena Maleno’s post

on Twitter. The boat was probably supposed to reach the European border on the Canary Islands.

Twelve other people survived the tragedy, and were arrested by the authorities, Maleno said.

Among the 44 bodies found by Caminando Fronteras, only seven have been brought back to

shore. The Moroccan authorities didn’t confirm the shipwreck immediately. This kind of tragedy is

very frequent in the area, as the Moroccan coast is a key transit point for migrants to reach

Europe. Last week, the Moroccan and Spanish authorities mentioned in a joint statement their

commitment to enhancing cooperation on irregular migration. This should include an intensification

of deportations of Moroccan migrants from the Canary Islands to Casablanca and Agadir through

new air links. 

According to estimates from Morocco's interior ministry, almost 14,700 attempted irregular

departures were stopped and 52 human smuggling networks were busted in the first three months

of this year. However, the decisions to control and secure the migration road from the Moroccan

coast are often slow and not efficient enough. As a matter of fact, 4,404 migrants died or went

missing as they tried to reach Spain in 2021, Caminando Fronteras said, which is the worst record

since 2015. At the beginning of 2022, IOM records approximately 185 people who perished in the

Atlantic while trying to reach the European coast. (Al Jazeera)
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Credit:Lluis Gene AFP 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/8/more-than-40-migrants-drown-off-western-sahara-charity-2
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Mukhtar al-Hanai, an Oman journalist, charged with corruption reporting
Since March 15 2022, criminal charges have been filed against the journalist Mukhtar al-Hanai

from Oman. If he is convicted, al-Hanai could risk more than two years in prison and would have

to pay a fine of up to 1,000 riyals (US$2,600). He is charged with publishing news about ongoing

investigations, which is banned under Article 249 of the Omani Penal Code. Moreover, it has been

reported that while his case is pending, al-Hanai cannot leave the country or exercises his job. 

 On Friday 6th of May, the Committee to Protect Journalists published a statement asking Omani

authorities the immediate drop charges against Mukhtar al-Hania and to “stop interfering with

journalists covering sensitive issues”. (Committee to Protect Journalists) 

OMAN

Credit: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

https://cpj.org/2022/05/omani-journalist-mukhtar-al-hanai-charged-over-corruption-coverage/
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Iconic Palestinian Al-Jazeera correspondent shot in her head during Israeli
raid
Al-Jazeera correspondent Shireen Abu Akleh, 51, from Jerusalem, was slain on Wednesday, May
11th, while reporting on an Israeli raid in Jenin in the north of the occupied West Bank. Her
assistant and Al-Jazeera producer, Ali Samoudi, was shot by a live bullet in his back but survived
the attack.

Towards the Palestinian news agency WAFA, he stated, that he, Abu Akhleh and other journalists
had been to Jenin refugee camps schools, all wearing press vests when they were attacked by
Israeli soldiers. He added that – unlike Israeli officials alleged - there had not been any armed
men or clashes around and that they were intentionally targeted. Videos show her and the other
journalists wearing protective gear clearly identifying them as media workers. Abu Akhleh, a
Palestinian Christian and a US citizen, was one of the most known faces among Al-Jazeera
correspondents. UN human rights experts condemned the killing and called for a “prompt,
transparent, thorough and independent investigation into her death”. “The killing of Abu Akleh is
another serious attack on media freedom and freedom of expression, amid the escalation of
violence in the occupied West Bank,” said the experts. And it “may constitute a war crime.” 

On Thursday, May 12th, hundreds of Palestinians held a grand state funeral, starting from the
Istihsari Hospital in the al-Rihan neighbourhood towards the presidential complex, Al-Muqata´a,
where President Mahmoud Abbas, Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh and other officials
attended a grand state memorial. President Abbas paid tribute to her, describing her as a "martyr
of the free word" who "sacrificed her life" to defend the Palestinian cause. 

On the next day, when hundreds of mourners were waiting in the car park of St Joseph's hospital
for her coffin to be carried out into a waiting hearse, headed towards a church, Israeli forces
closed the gates to the compound and heavily armed Israeli border police appeared on the other
side. When the coffin was carried towards one of the gates, the police started to push back the
crowd, including the coffin and its carriers. They were storming inside the compound, firing stun
grenades at mourners and the reporters. Videos show the police cudgelling the mourners and the
carriers of the coffin, almost causing it to fall off their shoulders. The confrontations between
Israeli security forces and Palestinians and the behaviour of some police left a spokesman for UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres "deeply disturbed" and provoked indignant reactions within
Palestine as well as internationally. 

Since 2000 over 40 Palestinian journalists have reportedly been killed, and hundreds had been
injured or targeted for violence. Since June 21st, 2021, Israeli killed in total at least 79
Palestinians, including 14 children in the occupied Palestinian territories. Especially during the past
weeks, violence escalated, leading to at least 22 killed Palestinians in April and 18 killed Israelis
since March 22nd.
(WAFA, WAFA, BBC, OHCHR, Amnesty International)

PALESTINE

https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/129137
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/129176
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-61437601
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/05/un-experts-condemn-journalist-killing-amid-rising-west-bank-violence
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/05/israel-opt-increase-in-unlawful-killings-and-other-crimes-highlights-urgent-need-to-end-israels-apartheid-against-palestinians/
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Use of punitive travel bans against activists being highlighted in a new
campaign by Amnesty International

SAUDI ARABIA

Travel ban are used arbitrarily by Saudi Arabian authorities as a “tool to punish and control
activists, writers and journalists”. People put under travel ban are forced to stay in Saudi Arabia,
often unable to meet their families against, if these ones are outside the country. Used for years,
in November 2017, for example, in the Ritz Carlton purge, the authorities imposed travel bans on
more than 300 individuals. To increase visibility on this topic, Amnesty International launched on
May 9 a new campaign entitled: You can’t leave and we won’t tell you why: Travel Bans in Saudi
Arabia #letthemfly. The campaign describes the case of 30 Saudi Arabian Defenders who were
sentenced to prison and faced travel bans as well, soon as they completed their sentences.
Indeed we can give the example of Raif Badawi, Saudi Arabian blogger and activist, released on
11 March 2022, after completing a 10-year prison sentence. However he directed had a travel ban,
meaning that he will not be able to see his wife and children for another 10 years. 

Areej Al-Sadhan, sister of the human rights activist Abdulrahman al-Sadhan, explained that
travel bans “deprive people of the chance to live a normal life as they disrupt people’s
professional and social lives”. She added,“With a travel ban, Saudi Arabia becomes the prison, a
place of punishment, a place that restricts people’s freedom and alienates citizens from their home
country.”  (Amnesty International) 

As a tripartite nation dialogue is postponed, proters remain in Sudan’s prison
under false accusation 
As a tripartite nation dialogue about the situation of protesters in Sudan’s Prison has just been
postponed, it gives a highlight of the current situation. Since October, many protesters have been
imprisoned, often on a false accusation. We can give the example of Mohamad Adam, 17 years
old, imprisoned since mid-January 2022. As he was hospitalized after being wounded in Sudan’s
Anti-coup protests,  Sudanese security forces detained him and charged him, with two others, for
the killing of a senior officer; who mysteriously died two days earlier. Tortured and interrogated,
he gave a false confession.   At the end of February, his mother was allowed to visit him and gave
a testimony on Al Jazeera, highlighting the disastrous conditions of Sudan’s prison and proof of
the tortures her son went through. 

Beginning of May, at the same time as the tripartite nation dialogue was scheduled, Sudanese
authorities released dozens of prisoners, including high-profile politicians. However, experts and
lawyers remain careful. According to them, these actions of Sudanese authorities seem to
deprioritise the release of dozens of lower-profile detainees, such as Mohamad, to accelerate a
new political deal between the military government and civilian elites.
(Al Jazeera) 

SUDAN

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/05/saudi-arabia-new-campaign-highlights-use-of-punitive-travel-bans-targeting-activists-and-their-families/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/10/protesters-remain-sudan-prisons-dialogue-posponed
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Uyghurs Community in Turkey urges the UN to examine China's human rights
violations.
The Uyghurs Community in Turkey, representing about 50,000 people, has been mobilizing and
protesting for years against the repression of their community in China. On Tuesday, May 10th,
Uyghur Muslims in Turkey urged UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet to examine charges of
human rights violations, torture, genocide, and so-called "re-education camps" during her
impending visit to China's Xinjiang province. According to rights groups, at least 1 million primarily
Muslim minorities have been imprisoned in "re-education camps" distributed over China's
enormous Xinjiang province, where China is accused of severe human rights violations. The
Uyghurs community in Turkey is particularly acting in raising awareness about the criminality their
community is enduring. 

In January 2022, huge protests occurred in Turkey to call for a boycott of the Beijing Winter
Olympics, or to complain about Chinese officials. The community is supported by several human
rights groups and foreign governments, which have found evidence of what they say are mass
detentions, forced labor, political indoctrination, torture, and forced sterilization. Turkey is a
favored destination for Uyghurs who fled the Chinese persecution because Uyghurs speak a
Turkic language and have cultural ties with predominantly Muslim Turkey. If the Turkish
authorities showed hospitality and sympathy to the Uyghur community, they also bound closer ties
with Beijing recently, making the condition of access to citizenship more difficult for Uyghurs in
Turkey. (Daily sabah)

TURKEY

Credit: AFP

https://www.dailysabah.com/world/asia-pacific/uyghurs-in-turkey-urge-un-chief-to-investigate-china-rights-abuses


Delivery drivers strike for better wages and working conditions

UAE

After a rare and at least partly successful strike by drivers of the delivery platform Deliveroo at
the beginning of May, drivers from Talabat were striking in the past week. 
Over the first weekend in May, its drivers paralyzed the British food delivery platform Deliveroo
by one of few walkouts happening in the UAE. These drivers often are migrant workers, suffering
from the highly exploitative ‘Kafala’ system, and are forced to long working hours, low wages and
high fees for their visas. The employment of the drivers is often outsourced to sub-contractors,
who do not provide the drivers with health or accident insurance, and they are forced to pay toll
charges, regular motorcycle maintenance costs and hospital expenses. This year, rapidly rising
fuel prices of over 30% even increase the pressure on the workers in this field and make it nearly
impossible to provide for them and their families. Although strikes remain illegal in the UAE and
the drivers were risking detention and expulsion, the walkout forced Deliveroo to restore workers’
pay to $2.79 per delivery instead of the proposed reduction to $2.38 and backtrack on its plans to
extend their hours. On Monday evening last week, drivers of the delivery platform Talabat,
followed their lead and dared to strike as well. The Talabat drivers claimed an increase of $0.54
to $2.59 per order to cope with the rising gasoline prices. They said currently they would make
2,500 dirhams ($680) a month by working 12 to 14 hours a day, seven days a week. So far there
have not been any governmental comments on the strikes.

On Wednesday, French investigators opened a probe into torture allegations against Interpol
President Major General Ahmed Nasser al-Raisithe, former inspector general at the UAE Interior
Ministry. According to their attorneys, Matthew Hedges and Ali Issa Ahmad, two British citizens,
were jailed and tortured in the UAE before al-Raisi was elected head of the France-based
international police organization and would testify against him at the Paris Tribunal's Specialized
Judicial Unit for Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes. Since November Al-Raisi serves a
four-year term as Interpol president, despite accusations of involvement in torture and arbitrary
detentions in the UAE by human rights groups.  (AP news, WashingtonPost, Al-Jazeera, Al-
Jazeera)

https://apnews.com/article/business-middle-east-religion-dubai-united-arab-emirates-f1773734bcdcb8b0e02fe9736eacf73d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/dubai-delivery-workers-go-on-second-rare-strike-this-month/2022/05/10/fa6ed236-d042-11ec-886b-df76183d233f_story.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/10/foreign-food-delivery-drivers-stage-rare-strike-in
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/5/11/france-opens-probe-into-torture-claims-against-interpol-president


Yemeni government commits to support the UN-brokered truce with Houthis
Ahmed Awadh bin Mubarak, Yemenis foreign minister stated on Monday that his government was
committed to supporting the current UN-brokered two-month truce palliating the Yemeni people´s
suffering, regardless of the ongoing violations of the truce by the Houthi. 

The truce came into effect on April 2nd, after almost eight years of a bloody war, causing the
largest humanitarian crisis in the world, with thousands of civilians killed and two-thirds of the
population in need of humanitarian aid and threatened by famine. “We renew the government’s
commitment to implement the truce with all its elements without cherry-picking, even though the
continuing military violations (by the Houthis),” the minister said. These elements include for
instance the facilitation of the arrival of fuel ships and the resumption of flights from the Houthi-
controlled Sanaa airport, which are critical for the necessary humanitarian aid to reach the people
in need. The internationally recognized Yemeni government accuses the Houthis of exploiting the
truce by trying to transport heavy weapons and military vehicles to flashpoint sites outside the
central city of Marib and wanting to generate 90 billion Yemeni riyals ($90 million) from selling the
18 fuel ships that were allowed to enter Hodeidah seaport. 

In the southwestern Yemeni city of Taiz, families held a silent vigil on Saturday to denounce the
Houthi shelling of their homes. Women, children and men from the residential village of Al-Sailah
were standing in front of their houses, holding signs calling out to stop the eight-year siege of the
centre, the killing and wounding of hundreds of civilians. “On TV, we see a truce, but on the
ground, we see blood, body parts and siege,” read a poster carried by two veiled women and a
child. Just one day before the vigil was held the Houthis had fired a mortar shell, smashing into a
house in Al-Sailah, killing a 5-year-old child and fatally wounding his parents. Maher Al-Abessi, a
local journalist, reported that even during the vigil, there had been a Houthi shell exploding near
the gathering. On Thursday, a group of Yemeni non-governmental organizations documenting war
crimes reported in a joint study that the Iran-backed Houthis plundered, blew up, and destroyed
12,038 dwellings in 17 Yemeni provinces from July 2014 to December 2020, displacing hundreds of
people.
(Arab News, Arab News)

YEMEN

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2078581/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2082026/middle-east
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