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US official report acknowledges Human rights regression in Afghanistan
US State Department released an official report on Tuesday, April 12th, acknowledging the

significant step drop in the human rights situation in Afghanistan. The 2021 Country Reports on

Human Rights Practices mentions the number of serious Human rights violations since the Taliban

regime took power in August 2021. 

The report points out the reprisal killings by Taliban fighters, the drop in Women’s rights and

freedoms, and the absence of freedom of speech. The report also highlights the situation in China

and Russia as similar and facing the same warnings towards human rights violations and

authoritarian regimes. However, the radical Afghan Taliban movement representative, Zabihullah

Mujahid, responded to this report by asking the US ‘not to worry about human rights in

Afghanistan’. He states that human rights in Afghanistan were lost after the US army proceed to

200 killings in Afghanistan and persecuted women and children. He stressed that none of these

manifestations took place under the Taliban regime and that ‘legitimate human rights are

guaranteed’. (Politico news)
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https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
https://news.am/eng/news/696609.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/04/12/u-s-report-admits-backsliding-human-rights-in-afghanistan-00024746
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Iranian Judiciary official says 30 Iranian nationals are jailed abroad for

violating US sanctions
Kazem Gharibabadi, a senior Judiciary official and secretary of Iran’s High Council for Human

Rights, stated on Friday, April 15th, that a total of 30 Iranian nationals are imprisoned abroad on

charges of circumventing Washington’s sanctions. He points out that the situation of these

persons incarcerated is suffering from Human rights violations. He criticizes the Western countries

‘double standard’ regarding Human rights, saying that ‘the number of Iranians who need human

rights protections abroad is not small’. He explains his statement by putting the light on the

examples of ‘the sham trial of former Iranian judicial official Hamid Nouri in Sweden, the violent

mistreatment of a female Iranian asylum seeker by the Danish police in front of her child’. He then

argued that Iran launched its support to the jailed Iranian nationals, as the Judiciary, Foreign

Ministry, and Iranian diplomatic missions are following up on their cases. 

The tense relationships between Iran and the US after the US sanctions give rise to huge Human

rights violations, especially upon detainees. However, if Iran is raising awareness of its citizens’

situation in Western countries, rights groups pointed out several times the Human rights situation

is highly alarming in Iranian jails too. On April 12th, Amnesty International published a report on

Prisoners' conditions in Iran, describing Iranian prisons as ‘death’s waiting rooms’. (Press TV)

 

IRAN

Morocco's representative to the UN points out Algeria as a ‘Serial Violator’ of

Human Rights
On Wednesday, April 13th, Omar Kadiri, Morocco’s Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN

accused Algeria claimed that Algeria was a ‘serial violator’ of Human rights and international

humanitarian law. On April 13th, at a UN meeting on ‘Women, Peace, and Security, Algeria

accused Morocco of ‘sexual assault’ in Western Sahara. Moroccan deputy Kadiri claimed that

these accusations were unfounded and illegitimate. He then accused Algeria of several human

rights violations. Kadiri builds his accusations on 2 OHCHR statements from March and May 2020

on the deterioration of human rights in Algeria. 

Indeed, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has

discovered substantial proof that Algeria recruits young soldiers regularly while arresting human

rights advocates, civil society activists, and protestors. Kadiri also stated that women’s rights are

‘fully and completely’ safeguarded in the Western Sahara region, based on UN Security Council

resolutions. (Morrocco world news)

ALGERIA

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5447/2022/en/
https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2022/04/15/680369/30-Iranian-nationals-being-held-behinds-bars-abroad-over-circumventing-US-sanctions-on-Iran--Official
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2022/04/348372/omar-kadiri-algeria-is-a-serial-violator-of-human-rights
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Kuwait Human Rights Society held seminar to fight child labour
On Saturday, April 16th, the Kuwait Human Rights Society held a seminar, titled ‘Kuwaiti Charity

Organizations and their Extended Support for Childhood’. The speakers highlighted the issue of

child labour, its endangerment of kids´ health and personality, and the urge to take measures

against it in Kuwaiti society. 

The Vice-President of the National Bureau of Human Rights and President of the Kuwait Society

for Child Protection, Dr Siham Al-Fraih called out for an intensified partnership between state

agencies and civil society institutions to fight this phenomenon. In order to address this problem,

several departments and organisations, such as the Rehabilitation and Evaluation Department at

the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, the Endowment Funds Department at the General

Secretariat of Endowments or the Kuwaiti Association for Needy Families, stated their will to

support families in need. Financial, as well as psychological or social support, can diminish the

need for families to send their kids to work.

(arabtimes)

KUWAIT

Since 2019, food prices in Lebanon have increased by around 400%, forcing hundreds of

Lebanese and Syrian families into a struggle for their daily meals. Also, fuel prices have

skyrocketed in the past years. 

Reasons for this drastic development are the economic crisis in the country as well as the omission

of food exports from the Ukraine and Russia due to Putin´s invasion. The Lebanon-based NGO

Sawa for Development and Aid asserts a huge increase in requests for meals in their annual

‘Ramadan kitchen’, by Syrians but increasingly by Lebanese families as well. Om Mohammad, who

had fled from bombings and shelling in Syria in 2013, has been working in the kitchen for the past

nine years. “Even people from Beirut are calling us, and there are more Lebanese families who

receive our meals,” she says. “I think their lives have become almost as bad as ours.” 

On Tuesday, April 12th, the Lebanese government disbursed 15$ Mio, to fight a growing bread

shortage. Economy Minister Amin Salam said the government would disburse $15.3 million in credit

to importers as a "solution to the issue of subsidized bread. This will give us a period of about two

to three weeks before we need to open another credit line, which we had requested at $21

million." Due to the economic crash in 2019 and the blast of the silos in the Beirut port in 2020,

Lebanon has neither funds nor capacity to store wheat and struggles to take action on the

shortage of wheat and bread. In Lebanon, more than three-quarters of the Lebanese are living

underneath the poverty line and about 90% of one million Syrian refugees in absolute poverty. In

the course of the tremendous food inflation, many of them now have to skip meals or are facing

hunger. (Al-Jazeera, reuters)

LEBANON

Syrian refugees in Lebanon suffer from severe food

inf lation 

http://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/strict-action-should-be-taken-against-those-encouraging-child-labor/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/13/syrian-refugees-struggle-in-cash-strapped-lebanon
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/lebanon-disburses-funds-temporarily-avert-bread-crisis-minister-says-2022-04-12/
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On Friday, April 15th, a migrant boat off the Lybian city of Sabratha capsized in the

Mediterranean sea, trying to reach Europe. The tragedy caused the death of at least 6 migrants,

while 29 others were missing and presumed dead, according to the International Organization for

Migration. 

The Mediterranean sea crossing from Lybia to Europe is one of the most common routes, but also

one of the most dangerous and murderous. The IOM reported at least 53 people reported dead or

presumed dead off Lybia only in the past week. The country is known as the main transit point for

migrants willing to reach Europe and human trafficking has been growing up quickly in the

country. 

Evidence of suspected crimes against humanity committed in Libya against migrants incarcerated

in government-run facilities and at the hands of human traffickers was discovered by investigators

commissioned by the UN's highest human rights body. During the same week, Lybian recently new

PM Fathi Bashagha promised he can end Human trafficking with the support of Western countries,

especially the UK. He said that his objectives were to ‘restore stability in our country, and build a

state based on justice, law, and equality. In order to do so, he asked for the UK to ‘invest in Libya

and look to future trade and security cooperation with Libya’. (Express TV, France 24) 

At least 35 people dead or presumed dead in a migrant boat

shipwreck, on the Lybian coast

Credit: Getty Images 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/politics/1597170/Libya-people-smuggling-latest
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20220416-dozens-dead-or-presumed-dead-after-boat-capsizes-off-libya-un-says
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Israeli forces raid Al-Aqsa Mosque injuring and detaining hundreds of

Palestinians
On Friday, April 15th, Israeli forces raided the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in occupied East

Jerusalem during the morning prayers. Medics reported at least 158 Palestinians were injured,

between 300 and 400 detained. 

The police shot rubber-coated bullets, tear gas and stun grenades at the worshippers, whom they

categorized as a “massive stone-throwing” and “violent” crowd. They entered the compound after

Palestinians were throwing stones in the direction of the close-by Jewish prayer space at the

Western Wall. The Palestinian Red Crescent evacuated most of the wounded to hospitals

notwithstanding Israeli forces deterred paramedics and ambulances from entering the compound,

leaving dozens of injured worshippers trapped inside. Rami al-Khatib, a witness of the raid and

Palestinian cameraman said: “They [Israeli forces] brutally emptied the compound. They were

attacking the mosque staff, normal people, elders, and young people. There were many injured

people, they fired rubber bullets inside Al-Aqsa Mosque compound. They were beating everyone,

even the paramedics, they hit them.” 

Jordan and the Palestinian Authority accused Israel of “a dangerous and condemnable escalation

that threatens to explode the situation”, Egypt, UAE and Saudi Arabia condemned the raid as well.

The raid gave rise to several demonstrations to draw attention to the dramatic increase in the use

of violence by Israeli forces against Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories during the

past weeks. Thousands of Palestinians gathered around the esplanade at the Al-Aqsa Mosque

after the main midday prayer, as well as in Gaza, calling for international and Arab assistance for

Al-Aqsa Mosque worshippers and Palestinians in the occupied territories. Near the Israeli embassy

in Jordan, hundreds demonstrated to show their solidarity with the oppressed Palestinians. 

The last month saw a dramatic outbreak of violence on both sides. Since March 22nd, attacks in

four Israeli cities had been executed by Palestinians, killing 14 people. Israeli authorities

meanwhile increased their raids on Palestinians, leading to 16 dead Palestinians and hundreds

arrested. Already before the latest escalation at Al-Aqsa Mosque, 4450 Palestinians were held in

Israeli jails, 160 of them children, 32 women. Over one thousand are either serving a life sentence

or one for more than 20 years. Currently, 530 are imprisoned without any trial. 

(Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera)

PALESTINE

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/15/israeli-forces-raid-al-aqsa-mosque-over-50-palestinians-injured
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/15/gaza-protests-against-israeli-violations-against-al-aqsa-mosque
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/14/whats-behind-the-uptick-in-israeli-palestinian-violence
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/17/infographic-how-many-palestinians-are-imprisoned-by-israel


Human rights activist Waleed Abu Al-Khair meanwhile in prison for eight

years
On Friday, April 15th, the human rights lawyer and activist Waleed Abu Al-Khair had served eight

of 15 years of his arbitrary sentence in Saudi Arabia. Abu Al-Khair, a prominent human rights

lawyer founder and former director of the Human Rights Observatory in Saudi Arabia, a non-

governmental organisation, had been imprisoned in April 2014 on fabricated charges and in a

trial, offside from international standards. He had been sentenced to 15 years in prison, a travel

ban for an equal period after his release, along with a fine of 200,000 Saudi Riyals (approx.

48,000 Euros at the time). 

Between December 11th 2019 and February 6th 2020, he held a hunger strike to protest being

held in solitary confinement and banned from having any books. Due to his declining health

conditions, he had to be hospitalized on January 9th 2020. 

Abu Al-Khair is just one of hundreds of political prisoners in Saudi Arabia. Amnesty International

suspects there may be around 3,000. Although several of them were released in the past months

and years, Human Rights Watch says this is no indication that the situation is improving. "They

[the freed activists] remained banned from travel and are serving suspended sentences, allowing

the authorities to return them to prison for any perceived criminal activity."

(GC4HR, DW)
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https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2992
https://www.dw.com/en/saudi-arabia-many-activists-remain-in-jail/a-60902374
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Racist comment made by Islamist lawyers sparks outrage in Sudan
On April 12th, a trial took place in Khartoum over the 1989 coup in Sudan. A dialogue between two

lawyers, Abu Bakr Abdel Razek and Mohammed Shawkat, members of the defence team

representing the former regime's officials in the courtroom, was carried on the official news

agency SUNA's video camera covering the trial. The two lawyers talked about the reasons for

dismissing TV director Lugman Ahmed from his director. One of them made a derogatory remark

about Lugman Ahmed, calling him a "slave" and making fun of his large nose. 

In response to this insult, a group of 20 Sudanese and international human rights and civil society

NGOs published an official statement to address an urgent appeal to the international community

‘to draw attention to the growing threats of racism, hate speech and intolerance in Sudan’. The

NGOs urge the Sudanese government to conduct a full investigation into this criminal act. (The

Sudan tribune)

SUDAN

46 Australian citizens held in Northern Syria refugee camps, UN warns
On Sunday, April 17th, UN rapporteurs released a letter to the Australian government, stating

that 46 Australians, including 30 children, were currently held in Syrian refugee camps. UN

experts point out the ‘sheer obliteration’ of the rights of Australian citizens held in Syrian camps.

The experts underline in the letter that they ‘understand with concern that some of those

detained, including children, are being deprived of their citizenship by the Australian authorities’.

The letter puts the light on the conditions in which these people were held, stating a ‘violation of

several human rights, and meet the standard of torture or other cruel inhuman or degrading

treatment or punishment’. 

According to the UN, this letterhe Australian government to repatriate its citizens from Syria,

which is the only ‘legal and human response’ to the situation is a clear call for action of t. In

response to this letter, foreign Minister Marise Payne said the government had to consider the

safety of Australians domestically. She said that ‘they are Australians who have found themselves

in this position because their parents took themselves to those war zones'. Rights groups and the

UN call for the responsibility of the Australian government to take these people back to their

homeland. (ABC News)

SYRIA

https://www.dabangasudan.org/uploads/media/625c46bf38e47.pdf
https://sudantribune.com/article257642/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-04-18/un-syria-australians-held-detention-torture/100996582
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-04-18/un-syria-australians-held-detention-torture/100996582
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Tunisian journalist freed from detention after one day under arrest
On Thursday, April 14th, the Tunisian Journalist Chahrazed Akacha had been detained by
Tunisian authorities. A Tunisian court convicted her after she had criticized the police and interior
ministry in a social media post. On the next day, she was set free again by a Tunisian court. 

Hers was the second detention of journalists for criticizing authorities within the last month. In her
post Akacha had called on the interior minister to control his policemen, describing them as
“dogs”, accusing them of having been beaten, insulted, and taken off her veil. Her arrest led to
widespread anger and protests, meaning a blow to the freedom of expression for activists and
journalists. Since he had widened his grab on power, President Saied has increasingly oppressed
the freedom of expression and press, two of the key gains, that emerged from the Arab spring
2011. In the last months, this gave rise to protests by journalists and the Tunisian journalist´s union
National Syndicate of Tunisian Journalists. (reuters, reuters)

TUNISIA

Demonstrations against the Turkish threat to close a Women’s rights
organization

TURKEY

On Saturday 16th, hundreds of people demonstrated in several cities in Turkey, including Istanbul
and Ankara, against the decision to close one of the country’s most influential Women’s rights
defenders group. On Wednesday 13th April, an Istanbul prosecutor announced the shutting of the
association We Will Stop Femicide, for ‘activity against law and morals’. 

The association was very critical of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s politics regarding women’s
rights. The association raised its voice last year against the President’s decision to pull Turkey out
of the Istanbul Convention, which requires countries to set up laws to prevent and prosecute
violence against women. This convention was signed in 2011 by the country. The demonstrators of
Wednesday in the country claimed that the decision to close the association was an attack on the
freedom of speech and the defence of Women’s rights. ‘Don’t prosecute women, but murderers!’
was one of the main mottos that could be heard in the cities this Wednesday. (Arab news)

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisia-detains-journalist-who-criticized-police-second-reporter-held-month-2022-04-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/tunisia-releases-journalist-arrested-criticizing-police-2022-04-15/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2064546/middle-east
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