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European Parliament calls for a reverseal on education ban for girls
On Thursday, April 7th, European Parliament adopted a resolution calling for the reversal of

recent Taliban restrictions on girls’ education in the country. They say to be « deeply worried »

about the recent extension of the ban on allowing girls in 7th grade and above to attend school.

 Some girls have already been asked to leave classrooms by police officers and returned back

home. The Members of the European Parliament deplore and condemn the deteriorating situation

of women and girls in Afghanistan since the Taliban’s return to power in 2021. They point out the

drop in the Women’s Rights situation in the country. Since December 2021, Women cannot travel

more than 45 miles (72 km) or travel abroad without a mahram (male guardian). The situation in

Afghanistan today is highly dramatic, women and girls keep taking the streets to raise their

voices but the evolution of Women’s Rights in the country is alarming. (European Parliament,

Aljazeera)

AFGHANISTAN
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220401IPR26535/afghanistan-parliament-strongly-condemns-education-ban-for-girls
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/6/are-the-taliban-returning-to-their-harshest-ruling
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Publication of a research project on the situation of Transgender People 
On  7th April, the Egyptian activist, Nora Noralla, focusing mainly on sexual and bodily freedoms

and Islamic Sharia and human rights in the MENA region, published a report on the situation for

Transgender people in the Middle East Region. She focused on Egypt, Lebanon and Tunisia. 

In this research paper Nora Noralla recall the definition of Legal gender recognition, “it refers to

the official recognition of their gender identity”. Concerning the situation in Egypt, she explained

that transgender people face a lack of legislative or procedural framework. They are often not

allowed to obtain gender-affirming healthcare and legal gender recognition. 

Due to the lack of government-sponsored gender-affirming healthcare, a dangerous and

expensive underground medical industry has emerged. As a result, many transgender people in

Egypt go through unsupervised treatment. In this report, Nora Noralla gave many testimonies of

Egyptian transgender and their traumatizing experiences.

Furthermore, While no laws in Egypt criminalize being transgender, a lot of transgender people

are harassed or arrested under the warrants of “public indecency” and “sodomy”. In detention,

transgender people are often placed in cells that do not correspond to their gender identity and

are subjected to ill-treatment and sexual violence. (HRW, Tahrir Institute for Middle East

Policy) 

EGYPT

Spain rejects Algerian whistleblower asylum application
On Wednesday, April 6th, Spain rejected Mohamed Benhalima’s asylum application, forcing him to

return to Algeria. Mohamed Benhalima is an ex-gendarme and has been an active opponent of the

Algerian government in recent years. He joined the Hirak movement in 2019, a movement of

protests for political reforms. “If I go back to Algeria, they are going to violate my human rights.

Prison and torture await me,” he told the local Spanish media outlet. 

Mohamed Benhalima was applying for asylum since February 2020. He was actively denouncing

and raising awareness about corruption in the Algerian armed forces on Internet, using YouTube,

Twitter, and Facebook to spread his information. He was then accused of terrorism by the

Algerian authorities and received two separate sentences in January and March 2021 to a total of

20 years in prison. A similar case happened in August 2021, when Mohamed Abdellah, an ex-

gendarme and whistleblower too, was deported from Spain and the decision was contested by

Rights groups. (Al-Jazeera, Levante EMV)

ALGERIA

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/08/tough-territory-transgender-people-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://timep.org/commentary/analysis/tough-territory-for-transgender-people-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/4/6/rights-defenders-slam-spains-deportation-of-algerian-dissident
https://www.levante-emv.com/comunitat-valenciana/2022/03/18/mohamed-benhalima-vuelvo-argelia-espera-64002217.html
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 Foreign Ministry increases its blacklist of US officials targeted as ‘terrorists’.
On April 9th, the Iranian foreign ministry targeted 9 United States officials for their ‘involvement

in terrorist acts. Among them, are former official members of US governments and administration.

This blacklist also includes 15 individuals for ‘gross violations of Human rights' of the Iranian

people. 

This list is mainly targetting people involved in US sanctions imposed on Iran under Trump and

Obama administrations. The main sanctions following this list consist mainly of travel bans and

symbolic sanctions, as the people named in this list are very unlikely to travel to Iran or to have

assets that could be taken by Iranian officials. The people targeted on Saturday as violators of

Human Rights in Iran have been identified as part of the January 2020 assassination of Iran’s top

general, Qassem Soleimani, in a drone strike in Iraq. This blacklist and sanctions are following the

frame of the tense relations between the two countries, especially after the 2015 nuclear deal. (Al

Jazeera)

IRAN

At the beginning of April 2022, digital-rights researchers reported that the mobile phones of four

Jordanian human rights activists have been hacked over a two-year period. It was hacked by the

NSO Group’s Pegasus Israeli spyware between August 2019 and December 2021. 

As the situation for human rights defenders in Jordan is quite restricted, they work in a generally

hostile environment. 

The recent use of Pegasus to spy on some human rights activists testified it. In January 2022,

Front Line Defenders was the first one to issue a warning. They found that the phone of Hala

Ahed Deeb, a Jordanian lawyer and women's rights defender was infected with Pegasus. After

this revelation, many Jordanian human rights activists and journalists asked Front Line Defenders

to inspect their devices. After the verification of more than 60 iPhones, it was shown that four

people has been infected by Pegasus. Three of them agreed to be identified while one decided to

remain anonymous. 

Tuesday’s report, however, said the case, along with previous ones, “amounts to an indisputable

indictment against NSO Group, and its ownership, for their inability or unwillingness to put in

place even the most basic human rights-respecting safeguards.” (The Citizen Lab, Dawnmena) 

JORDAN

Used of pegasus to spy on Jordanian human rights activists 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/9/iran-sanctions-us-officials-over-terrorism-and-rights-abuses
https://citizenlab.ca/2022/04/peace-through-pegasus-jordanian-human-rights-defenders-and-journalists-hacked-with-pegasus-spyware/
https://dawnmena.org/citizenlab-reports-jordan-used-nso-group-spyware-to-hack-activists-devices/
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LEBANON

In a publication from Friday, April 8th, for the ‘Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy’, the author

Nora Noralla points out the tough reality, people, whose assigned gender at birth does not match

their gender identity, in Lebanon, Egypt and Tunisia are facing. Lebanon as well as the other

analysed MENA states are lacking “clear avenues for transgender people to obtain legal gender

recognition, increasing their vulnerability to abuses by security forces such as arbitrary arrests,

and to systemic discrimination in healthcare, housing, and employment.” 

Although in January 2016, an appeals court in Lebanon delivered a ruling, allowing a transgender

man to change his name and gender identity, procedural obstacles, like high fees and lack of legal

assistance, dissuade transgender people from addressing court rulings to officially recognize their

identity. Also, the court stated that gender-affirming surgeries should not be mandatory before

gender identity recognition. Although their transgender identity itself is not criminalized in

Lebanon, the discrepancy between their official documents and their gender expression exposes

them to police abuse, including harassment and arbitrary arrests. 

Once they are detained, often in cells, which do not reflect their gender identity, transgender

people suffer from ill-treatment, up to an amount of torture, like forced anal examination. They are

facing discrimination in the job and the housing market, forcing them to spend their savings or

even into poverty. On top of that, access to hormonal therapy is limited and its costs have severely

risen due to the economic crisis. “Medication shortages diminished the supply of hormone in

pharmacies, and the price rose from 3000 Lebanese pounds ($1.96) for a one-shot to $100 for three

shots,” an interviewed transgender man said in the publication. Also, the sex-change operation in

Lebanon is utterly unpayable. By its treatment of transgender people, Lebanon violates several

fundamental rights, such as the right to healthcare, education, employment, enjoyment of life,

bodily integrity, protection against inhumane and degrading treatment and torture, as well as the

right to non-discrimination and protection under the law, as well as international human rights

treaties, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. (HRW)

Transgender people facing violence and discrimination

Credit:Hussein Malla 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/08/tough-territory-transgender-people-middle-east-and-north-africa
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Moroccan authorities ramp up harassment of human rights activists 
Within the past months, Moroccan authorities have increased their criminal investigations and

prosecutions of human rights defenders and activists over social media posts, Amnesty

International said on April 8th. At least four are meanwhile facing criminal proceedings due to

criticism towards Moroccan authorities on social media. 

On March 23rd, human rights defender and member of the collective “Femmes Marocaines Contre

la Detention Politique”, Saida El Alami had been arrested. After her first hearing on the 25th, her

court trial is now set for April 15th. During her interrogation as well as two days in police custody

and her first ten days in prison, her access to a lawyer has been denied. She is facing charges for

repeatedly condemning the harassment she has been exposed to by the police and criticizing

Moroccan authorities and their repression of activists as well as journalists. After expressing his

solidarity with El Alami, Moroccan police forces also arrested the blogger Mohamed Bouzlouf on

March 26th. On April 4th, he has been sentenced to two months in prison and a MAD2000 (around

206USD) fine. Also, the activists Abderrazak Boughanbour and Brahim Nafai were summoned for

interrogation over Facebook posts, in which they called out for protests and fuel boycotts. In

conjunction with unwanted Facebook posts, Brahim Nafai, a philosophy teacher and national

secretary of the youth wing of the political party Annahj Addimocraty (The Democratic Way) had

been summoned by the police on March 8th and interrogated on the next day. On February 17th, 

 Abderrazak Boughanbour, ex-president of the Moroccan League for the Defense of Human

Rights (LMDDH) had been summoned for interrogation. 

Forbidding criticism, insult or disrespect against public institutions, the military, public figures, or

state officials, is regarded as a violation of the right to freedom of expression under international

human rights law. “We call on the authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Saida El

Alami and drop all charges against her. The police must stop all interrogations and prosecutions of

activists that stem solely from their exercise of the right to freedom of expression”, said Amna

Guellali, Deputy Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa at Amnesty International

in a recent publication by Amnesty International.

(Amnesty International)

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/morocco-stop-investigation-human-rights-defenders/


Bennett grants “all security forces full freedom” after series of terrorist

attacks on Israelis
Three Israelis have been shot, several more injured in a terrorist attack in Tel Aviv on Thursday,

April 7th. The incident queues a series of attacks in different locations during the last weeks,

costing a total of 14 lives and leaving many more injured. After the attacks, the suspects were

shot dead by Israeli security forces. The so-called ‘Islamic State’ has claimed responsibility for

most of the attacks.  On Saturday, April 9th, Israeli forces then raided the refugee camp of Jenin

and shot one Palestinian and injured thirteen more, including a 19-year-old female with a bullet to

her stomach, the Palestinian health ministry said. The Israeli army also stormed Burqin, a hamlet

near Jenin, in an alleged attempt to apprehend former Palestinian prisoner Nour al-Din Hamada.

That raid resulted in two injuries.

Before the recent attacks in Tel Aviv, on Monday, April 4th, the Organization of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC) condemned the escalation by Israeli forces in the occupied Palestinian

territories. "The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation strongly

condemned the escalating daily attacks and crimes committed by the Israeli occupation forces

against the Palestinian people," the OIC said in a statement and called on the UN Security Council

“to compel [Israel] to abide by the principles of international law and international treaties and

conventions, to stop its dangerous attacks against the Palestinian people and their sanctities, and

to ensure international protection for them." In accordance with the OIC, the Palestinian Prime

Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh warned during his weekly cabinet meeting: "The Israeli escalation

against the Palestinians, which included killing, torturing, arresting, and allowing settlers to

commit crimes, poses great risks to security and stability in the region.” Previous to the appeals

Israeli soldiers raided Damascus Gate, one of the entrances to occupied East Jerusalem's Old

City, for the second night in a row on Sunday night, arresting 13 Palestinians and wounding 20

others.

(abcnews, Al-Jazeera, middleeastmonitor, WAFA)

A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 8PALESTINE

Credit: Jack Guez

https://abcnews.go.com/International/people-shot-attack-terror-attack-tel-aviv-israel/story?id=83940895
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/9/one-dead-in-israel-army-raid-on-palestinian-refugee-camp
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220405-palestine-pm-israel-responsible-for-attacks-against-palestinians-during-ramadan/?fbclid=IwAR124PxyUuagICevHc86czDVkZQ5iTe8JdZ6nfWHzlZnKyB13EqzG0mAYks
https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/128687
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Amnesty calls for ‘urgent action’ regarding the situation of the workers for

the next FIFA WC in Qatar
Amnesty International released a new report this week to raise awareness on the condition of

Human Rights within the frame of the next FIFA World Cup to take place in Qatar. The report is

entitled ‘They think that we’re machines’, documented 34 current and former employees'

experiences of work as security persons in Qatar. The report highlights multiple labor cases of

abuse, saying that the workers could work sometimes more than 12hr shifts for months without a

day off. The rights defenders urge the Qatari and FIFA to take action. The interview of 34

migrant workers employed by 8 private security companies put the light on the delicate aspects of

the kafala system, which prevents migrant workers from changing jobs without their employer’s

consent. Rights groups have already raised awareness about the violation of workers’ rights in

Qatar and asked for action from FIFA. (The Guardian)

QATAR

The Potential transfer of the Khashoggi trial in Saudi Arabia is an important

concern for a fair trial 
On Thursday, April 7th, a Turkish court suspended the trial in absentia of 26 Saudis accused of

the killing of Jamal Khashoggi, a Washington Post columnist. It has been reported that the case is

going to be transferred to Saudi Arabia. Jamal Khashoggi was killed on October 2nd, 2018. As he

went to the Saudi Arabia Consulate in Istanbul to collect the documents required for him to marry

his Turkish fiancee, he never emerged from the building. Turkish officials claimed that a team of

Saudi agents dispatched to Istanbul killed Khashoggi and then dismembered him with a bone saw

inside the consulate.

HRW severely condemned the transfer of the trial from Turkey to Saudi Arabia. “Transferring the

Khashoggi trial from Turkey to Saudi Arabia would end any possibility of justice for him, and

would reinforce Saudi authorities' apparent belief that they can get away with murder,” said

Michael Page, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. “The Turkish authorities

should reverse their decision and not contribute any further to entrenching Saudi impunity by

handing over the Khashoggi case to the very people implicated in his murder.” (HRW) 

SAUDI ARABIA

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde22/5388/2022/en/
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2022/apr/07/amnesty-international-private-security-workers-fifa-qatar-world-cup
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/04/06/turkey-dont-transfer-khashoggi-trial-saudi-arabia
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UN Human Rights Chief highlights the urgent need for action over thousands
missing in Syria
Twelve years since the beginning of the war in Syria and thousands of families remain in the dark
concerning the fates of their missing relatives told Michelle Bachelet, UN human rights chief on
Friday 8th of April. People went missing in different contexts, mainly during “hostilities,
displacement or in detention”. Moreover, it has been reported many times that women, men and
children suffered from human rights violations and sexual violence in Syria’s prisons. 

Michelle Bachelet listed to ambassadors the numerous consequences of these violations on the
survivors and their families. First, these force disparitions are putting families in pain. “It is urgent
that they are informed of the fate and whereabouts of their loved ones and be allowed to visit or
communicate with them” explained Ms Bachelet. Then, she highlighted that women are the first
victims of this situation. Firstly because they have been forced “to become the sole breadwinner
for their families while carrying out “the often terrifying and demoralizing” search for their loved
ones”. 

Moreover, OHCHR also wants to ensure the gendered impact of missing persons is also taken into
consideration. Finally, by raising this crucial topic, OHCHR wants to ensure that victims and their
families have a voice in any potential solutions. They want to recall that their voice is crucial and
to identify better their needs. (The search for Syria’s missing | New Internationalist)

SYRIA

https://newint.org/features/2020/12/07/feature-search-syria-missing
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President Kais Saied heading Tunisia back into one-man rule

TUNISIA

On July 25th 2021, the Tunisian President, Kais Saied suspended the parliament and extended his
grab on power, suspending vast parts of the constitution and ruling by decree since then. Now he
finally dissolved the parliament and is prosecuting over a hundred members of the parliament for
according to him “attempting a coup” after they held a plenary session online and voted to end his
“exceptional measures” on March 30th.

He made clear that legislators, who defied the presidential rule in the online meeting would face
heavy charges of “conspiring against state security” and they had “betrayed” the nation. At least
121 out of 216 members of the meanwhile dissolved parliament had been summoned for
interrogation by an antiterrorism unit in the following days. Whilst there was initially a lot of hope
pinned on Saied and his aim to fight corruption and stabilize the economical crisis Tunisia is facing,
meanwhile, an increasing number of critics blame him for moving the country back down a fatal
pathway towards autocracy. Besides the dissolving of the parliament, sacking of the Prime
Minister, and prosecuting of the MPs, he granted himself sweeping powers on February 12th,
enabling him to intervene in the nomination of judges and prosecutors, as well as to initiate
dismissal proceedings against them. 

Last Wednesday, April 6th, Saied announced changes in the voting mechanism for the election he
set up for December this year. The voting should now be held in two rounds and voters elect
individuals instead of lists, like in previous elections. Further, the election shall be supervised by
the Independent Electoral Commission, whereby he insinuated to possibly change certain
members and in which “conspirators will be forbidden from running”. Did the dissolvement of the
parliament already contradict Articles 72 and 80 of the Tunisian constitution, the dissolution
should then result in new elections within 90 days, way earlier than December. “Legally, since it’s
dissolved, parliament must remain in session until a new vote is held within the 90-day period,”
Masmoudi, an Ennahdha member said. More political parties and political powers like the UGTT
labour union oppose Saied, fear his upcoming constitutional referendum could be used to
perpetuate his grab on power and now urge him to call early polls. The two main opposition
parties Ennahda and The Free Constitutional Party announced to boycott any planned elections,
calling it a “theatre piece”. 
(Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Amnesty International)

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/4/tunisias-president-sets-about-remaking-political-system
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/6/tunisian-president-to-change-voting-mechanism-ahead-of-elections
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/04/tunisia-drop-politically-motivated-investigation-against-opposition-mps/
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New leadership council promises “end to war”
After almost eight years of war in Yemen, the Saudi-led coalition and the rebel Houthi group
agreed on a two-month truce, which came into effect on Saturday, April 2nd. “They also agreed
for fuel ships to enter into Hodeidah ports and commercial flights to operate in and out of Sanaa
airport to predetermined destinations in the region,” the UN special envoy Hans Grundberg said in
a statement. 

Just a few days later, on April 7th, the exiled President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi consigned
power to a new presidential council. “I irreversibly delegate to this presidential leadership council
my full powers,” he said in a televised statement on Thursday, to negotiate “for a permanent
ceasefire” with the Houthis. Concurrently with his own, he also transferred Vice President Ali
Mohsen al-Ahmar´s powers to the presidential council. In the following, the Saudi-led coalition
with UAE promised support of $3bn for the war-torn country, $2bn from Saudi Arabia and $1bn by
UAE, and called for an international conference on Yemen. The new presidential council has eight
members, chaired by Rashad al-Alimi, an adviser to Hadi and former interior minister with the
government of long-time potentate Ali Abdullah Saleh. He as well as the other members of the
council hold political and military influence in Yemen and often have close ties to foreign parties
like Saudi Arabia and UAE. The Houthis themselves are not represented in the council. In his first
speech after the delegation of power to the council on Friday, Rashad al-Alimi said in a televised
speech: “The leadership council promises the people to end the war and achieve peace through a
comprehensive peace process that guarantees the Yemeni people all its aspirations.” In a
response to the formation of the council on Thursday, the Houthi chief negotiator Mohammed
Abdulsalam called the move a farce and a “desperate attempt to restructure the ranks of
mercenaries to push them towards further escalation”. Regarding the often conflictive goals of
the council´s members and the denunciation by the Houthis, its success remains to be seen.
(Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera)

YEMEN

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/1/yemens-warring-parties-agree-to-two-month-truce-un-says
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/7/yemen-president-transfers-powers-saudi-calls-for-houthis-talks
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/4/8/head-of-new-yemeni-council-promises-end-to-war
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