
AMMAN CENTER FOR
HUMAN RIGHTS STUDIES

HUMAN RIGHTS MONITOR

Weekly Press Monitoring of Human Rights News 
in The Middle East and North Africa

 MARCH 14 - 20, 2022



THIS WEEK'S NEWS:
A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 2

AFGHANISTAN
UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan renewed for one year

PAGE 3 

IRAN
Two Iranian-British released from prison
IRAQ
Attack in Erbil revendicated by Iran

PAGE 5

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA
Suspected Islamic terrorists arrested
OMAN
Mental health misperception

PAGE 7

ALGERIA
Sixty-year anniversary of Algerian independence
EGYPT
First-ever meeting with human rights civil society organizations

PAGE 4

LEBANON
War in Ukraine deepens food shortage
LIBYA
Risk of “parallel government” grows with repeatedly postponed elections

PAGE 6

PALESTINE
Umpteen Palestinians shot dead by Israeli forces

PAGE 8

SAUDI ARABIA
10 Egyptian Nubians wrongfully detained by Saudi Arabia 
SUDAN
Abuses committed by South Sudan addressed as war crimes

PAGE 9 

SYRIA
Eleven years of war

PAGE 10

TUNISIA
20 refugees drowned on their way to Europe off the Tunisian shore
TURKEY
Medical workers protest for higher pay and safer working conditions

PAGE 12 

YEMEN
Starvation in Yemen projected to reach disastrous all-time high

PAGE 10



UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan renewed for one year
On March 17th, the Security Council of the United Nations adopted a resolution to renew the

mandate of the UNAMA for one year. The resolution written and presented by Norway was

adopted by 14 votes. Russia abstained. 

It is the first document of the United Nations that formally established a relationship with the

country since the Taliban took the power last summer. Although the resolution does not mention

the Taliban, it establishes a first international recognition of Kabul’s Islamic fundamentalist

government. 

The new mandate of the UNAMA aims to answer the dramatic humanitarian situation in

Afghanistan. The current economic collapse led 25 million Afghans to depend on humanitarian aid

to survive, representing more than half of the population. 75% of the most vulnerable are women

and children. The resolution’s long-term goal is to help establish sustainable governance by

including all stakeholders and without any discriminations based on gender, religion, or ethnic

background.

This resolution follows UN-Secretary General Antonio Guterres’ speech from last January when he

affirmed: “We cannot abandon the people of Afghanistan”. He added, “At this moment, we need

the global community – and this Council – to put their hands on the wheel of progress, provide

resources, and prevent Afghanistan from spiralling any further”. (UN)

AFGHANISTAN
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114132
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First-ever meeting with human rights civil society organizations
On March 11th, the first meeting with human rights civil society organizations to discuss the human

rights situation in the country and examine the organizations’ demands for the coming period, was

held in Cairo. Al-Monitor highlighted this event, showing it was a first for the country to host a

discussion between the Government and human rights civil society organizations. Indeed, civil

society organizations have long been accused by the current regime of colluding with foreign

parties. 

The meeting was attended by several organizations and human rights activists, such as Gamal

Eid, a human rights activist and director of the Arab Network for Human Rights Information;

Mohamed Lotfy, executive director of the Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF);

Hossam Bahgat, executive director of the Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights; Mohamed Abdel

Salam, executive director of the Association of Freedom of Thought and Expression; Mohamed

Zaree, director of the Egypt Program at the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies; and Ahmed

Abdel Naby, executive director of the Regional Center for Rights and Liberties.

"Human rights organizations and civil society groups play an effective role in promoting all

political, civil, and economic rights," said Mohamed Anwar al-Sadat, head of the NCHR's Civil and

Political Rights Committee, to Al-Monitor. He refused to go into detail about the meeting but said

the NCHR "plans to hold a series of meetings with all civil society actors, trade unions, and

various political parties from across the social spectrum in the coming period to place all demands

on the table." (Al-Monitor) 

EGYPT

Sixty-year anniversary of Algerian independence
On March 18th, 1962, the Evian accords were signed, putting an end to the war between Algeria

and France and marking the end of the colonial occupation of the North African country.

According to French historians, around half a million died, both civilians and combatants - of

whom 400,000 were Algerian. However, Algerian authorities estimate the count to be much

higher. They believe that fatalities were some 1.5 million. 

In recent times, tensions between Algeria and France have started to rise again, due to some of

French President Macron’s statements. Macron refused to apologize for France’s colonialism and

questioned whether Algeria had existed as a nation before the French invasion in the 17th

century, resulting in the withdrawal of the Algerian ambassador from Paris.

Algeria remains an important topic of discussion in the French political debate - especially in the

current campaigns for presidential elections. Far-right candidate Éric Zemmour stated that

‘France does not have to welcome and keep all the criminals from North Africa’. Another, Marine

Le Pen, recently stated that memories could not be reconciled ‘by scourging ourselves in front of

Algeria.’ Illustrating this, millions of French citizens of Algerian descendants are being

increasingly targeted by episodes of racism and islamophobia. (NYT, France24)

ALGERIA

https://www.anhri.info/
https://eipr.org/en
https://afteegypt.org/
https://cihrs.org/?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/rcrl.org/
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/03/egyptian-council-holds-first-ever-meeting-human-rights-civil-society-leaders
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/19/world/europe/france-algeria-macron-election-far-right.html
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20220319-france-marks-60-years-of-algerian-independence
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Two Iranian-British released from prison
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and Anoosheh Ashoori, two Iranian-British citizens were released on

March 16th, after having spent several years in prison. Zaghari-Ratcliffe was condemned in

September 2016 to five years with charges of plotting to overthrow the Iranian government. In

2021, she was then condemned to one more year in jail on charges of propaganda. Ashoori was

imprisoned for nearly five years for allegedly spying and acquiring illegitimate wealth. The release

of the two prisoners happened quickly after the British government settled its debt of £400 million

that the UK owed to Tehran since the 1970s.

Tehran uses Iranian dual citizenship as a pressure medium to bargain with Western democracies

and to achieve its objectives. Iran does not recognize dual citizenship and therefore considers

Iranian dual citizens as fully Iranians. French citizen, Benjamin Brière, is the only foreign national

currently detained in Iran who is not also an Iranian citizen. The French blogger was arrested

after flying a drone to document his van trip in Iran. Fourteen Iranian dual citizens and foreign

nationals, including Benjamin Brière, remain in detention.

Most of the foreigners jailed in Iran are being detained at Evin Prison, the primary site for the

detention of political prisoners. The prison is believed to be the one with the harshest living

conditions on earth. Serious human rights abuses have been committed at Evin, including rape and

torture. (Amnesty International, Arab News)

IRAN

A dozen of ballistic missiles were shot on March

13th in Erbil, the capital of Northern Iraq. The

attack was revendicated by a neighbouring

country, Iran, and targeted the American

Consulate in the city. The Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Corps affirmed they destroyed an “Israeli

strategic centre”. The destruction of the

Consulate did not make any victims.

The attack can be analysed as an answer to the

death of two important leaders of the

Revolutionary Guard Corps in Syria, an attack

that was allegedly excecuted by Israel.

Furthermore, the attack on the American

Consulate in Erbil intervene in the context of the

renegotiation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of

Action under which Iran agrees to eliminate its

stockpile of enriched uranium. (The Guardian)

IRAQ

Attack in Erbi l  revendicated by Iran

https://www.amnesty.org.uk/nazanin-zaghari-ratcliffe-whats-happening
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2044251/world
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/13/iran-claims-responsibility-missile-strike-erbil-iraq-us-consulate
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/13/iran-claims-responsibility-missile-strike-erbil-iraq-us-consulate
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LEBANON

The food shortage in the country is being worsened by the current conflict taking place in Ukraine.

Indeed, around 80 per cent of wheat imports came from Ukraine, according to official sources.

Moreover, Lebanon only has the capacity to store reserves for one month, as grain silos were

destroyed by the explosion that took place in the port of Beirut in August 2020. Bread and other

grain products consist of 35 per cent of the Lebaneses’ caloric intake. Moreover, because of the

abrupt boost in global oil prices, fuel prices in Lebanon have increased 33 per cent since the

beginning of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Global events have dramatically worsened the

current Lebanese economic crisis - which has already pushed more than three-quarters of the

population into poverty. Indeed, the food inflation in the country is considered to be one of the

highest in the world, as it has now caused food prices to rise by 1000 per cent (Al Jazeera,

HRW).

War in Ukraine deepens food shortage

Risk of “parallel government” grows with repeatedly postponed elections
As the elections of December 2021 have been postponed again, Libya is now facing an

unprecedented crisis and political impasse. In February, the country’s eastern-based House of

Representatives voted to designate a new Prime Minister and government, over the objections of

Abdul Hamid Dbeiba, the internationally recognized Prime Minister. nevertheless, the House of

Representatives decided to go forward with the formation of a new government. They nominated

Fathi Bashagha, who was a former Minister of Interior, as the Now Prime Minister. 

Though, on February 24th, the High State Council, created by the UN-supported Libyan Political

Agreement of 2015, rejected the parliamentary declaration, creating a serious stalemate that is

now escalating tensions in the conflict-torn nation. Since then, the situation keeps escalating, with

the fear of reaching a non-return point. The Under-Secretary-General for Political and Peace

Building Affairs, Rosemary DiCarlo, warned about an increase of human rights violations, hate

speech, defamation and threats, as well as violence against activists, journalists and political

actors. She reported that “Libya is now facing a new phase of political polarization, which risks

dividing its institutions once again and reversing the gains achieved over the past two years” (UN

News)

LIBYA

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/8/lebanese-fearful-as-fuel-and-wheat-shortage-deepens
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/21/russias-invasion-ukraine-exacerbates-hunger-middle-east-north-africa
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1111782
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114082
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Suspected Islamic terrorists arrested 
On Wednesday, March 16th, Moroccan government officials have arrested five suspected

terrorists associated with the Islamic state. According to the Central Bureau of Judicial

Investigation (BCIJ), the suspects were planning attacks on security forces and government

officials.

In a statement, the BCIJ said: “[The] extremists are involved in inciting and preparing the

execution of terrorist projects and have undertaken the collection of extremist content on how to

make explosive devices.” Apart from attacks on security and military sites as well as government

facilities they were supposedly preparing "physical liquidations" of security forces and members of

the government "in addition to targeting financial and banking establishments in order to secure

the resources and financing necessary for terrorist operations," the BCIJ said. 

In the course of the raids, the police confiscated scripts in support of the EI, as well as a list of

materials utilized in explosives and knife manufacturing, as well as electronic equipment. In the

following in Belgium another suspected Belgian terrorist of Moroccan origin, involved in the

prearrangement of "imminent terrorist projects" in Morocco, was arrested. (Africanews)

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Mental health misperception
On March 17th, the Omani Centre for Human Rights called

for the respect of the rights of people with mental and

psychological health problems. OCHR’s call is based on a

report from Human Rights Watch that revealed that

hundreds of thousands of people with mental health

conditions worldwide have been chained or locked at least

once in their life. Depression and post-traumatic stress

disorder are the main health conditions and it is also

underlined in the report that women are more likely to be

concerned by mental health conditions than men. 

OCHR calls for example on the patients to be treated

adequately and on an increased awareness of mental

health issues. Governmental institutions and authorities

should also apprehend people with mental health conditions

in a new way and change its paradigm from an inadequate

to a positive answer. (OCHR)

OMAN

https://www.africanews.com/2022/03/16/morocco-5-suspected-terrorists-linked-to-islamic-state-arrested/
https://ochroman.org/eng/2022/03/mental-health-right-healthcare/#_ftn1


Umpteen Palestinians shot dead by Israeli forces
During the past week, four Palestinians were killed by Israeli forces in different incidents. These

killings enqueue in a long-lasting excessive use of force by Israeli authorities, causing virtually

weekly deaths of often still teenage Palestinians, usually in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

Amid a raid on the Balata refugee camp in the northern city of Nablus early on Tuesday, March

15th, the 17-year-old Nader Rayan was killed through shots in his head, chest, and hand by Israeli

forces. Three others were injured, one of them critically, the Palestinian Ministry of Health stated.

Israeli border police justified their killing by “a terrorist” firing at their troops. Due to another

Israeli raid in the Qalandiya refugee camp on the northern outskirts of Jerusalem, the Palestinian

Alaa Shaham was shot in his head, six others were injured.

Another Palestinian Bedouin citizen of Israel and father of three, Sanad Salem al-Harbed, was

killed by an undercover unit in the town of Rahat inside the Naqab desert. These commandos

imitate Arab culture's customs and etiquette, dress like Arabs and speak the proper Arabic

dialect fluently. They are involved in arrest campaigns against Palestinians and accused of

“posing as protesters and inciting the situation, attacking civilians very violently and making

severe threats”. In the Naqab desert around 300.000 Palestinian Bedouin citizens of Israel live in

mainly “unrecognised” villages, on what score they are often cut off basic services, such as water

and electricity. Neighbouring Jewish towns are on the contrary not exposed to such deficiencies. 

On March 19th, a fourth Palestinian has been killed by Israeli forces after an alleged stabbing

attack on an Israeli in West Jerusalem. The Israeli was lightly injured. As Israeli units killed dozens

of Palestinians during the past months for alleged stabbing and car-ramming attacks, Palestinian

rights groups accuse Israeli forces of premeditatedly killing Palestinians without ever being in

danger to life. (Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera)
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/15/several-palestinians-including-teen-killed-by-israeli-forces
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/19/palestinian-man-shot-by-police-after-alleged-stabbing-attack


A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 9

10 Egyptian Nubians wrongfully detained by Saudi Arabia 
In Saudi Arabia, 10 Egyptian Nubians are held in prison unjustly. Arrested in October 2019, the

next trial session is due to be held on March 27 2022. Human Rights Watch is calling for their

immediate release. The men are part of the Nubian Community. Four of them were arrested in

2019 after holding an event commemorating the contribution of Nubian soldiers in the October

1973 war with Israel. After being released months later, in July 2020, they have been re-arrested

with six other men from the same community. The Specialized Criminal Court of Saudi Arabia held

at the beginning of September 2021 the first session about their trial. They put terrorism charges

against the ten prisoners. Even if the defendants were able to write defence statements to their

“court-appointed” lawyer, they were not allowed to speak with their lawyer or express themself in

front of the Court.

All ten detained men are community leaders in Riyadh's Egyptian Nubian diaspora. Eight are

current or former members of the Dahmit Nubian Village Association, a Nubian cultural society in

Riyadh that had planned the event honouring the Nubian soldiers for the evening of October 25,

2019. The Nubian Egyptians are a minority ethnic group in Egypt and Sudan. However, they faced

multiple repression and forced displacements in Egypt. Indeed, Michael Page, deputy Middle East

director at Human Right Watch explained that “The Egyptian government’s apparent support for

their arrest reflects decades of repression against that country’s Nubian people, who here simply

tried to celebrate their history and culture.” (HRW)

SAUDI ARABIA

Abuses committed by South Sudan addressed as war crimes
On the 18 of March 2022, the UN Human Rights Body has highlighted the names of 142 people

who should be investigated for a "range of crimes" under international law. They recalled that

members of South Sudan’s government committed human rights violations that could fall under the

nomination of 'war crimes' in the country’s southwest, including acts of violence and abuses

committed against children. 

Also, the UN explained that the country was at a critical moment, where the Revitalized Peace

Agreement had still not been implemented and planned elections could "plunge the country into

massive violence." Since independence in 2011, South Sudan had known chronic instability. The UN

warned several times about a risk to return to war as interethnic violence and political infighting

threaten an already fragile peace process. (Al Jazeera) 

SUDAN

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/16/saudi-arabia-10-egyptian-nubians-held-unjustly
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/18/un-south-sudan-govt-abuses-amounting-to-war-crimes
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Eleven years of war
Eleven years ago, a group of teenagers was detained and tortured because of their protests
against President al-Assad. This episode triggered demonstrations all over the country, with the
population demanding democratic reforms and the release of political prisoners. The brutal
repressions adopted by the Syrian government turned the protests into a civil war, whilst paving
the way for the outbreak of armed groups and foreign proxies. 

Since the beginning of the conflict, around 500,000 people have been killed and millions had to
forcibly leave Syria. At present, approximately 80 per cent of the population lives in poverty. Al-
Assad has managed to remain in power, thanks to the military support of the Russian and Iranian
governments. 

Countless human rights violations have been taking place in the past decade, so much that
several human rights groups say that they could amount to war crimes. Perpetrators - whether
local actors of foreign ones remain free and justice still seems an illusion. Nonetheless, two court
cases in Germany last January might consist of the first step towards the breaking of this cycle of
impunity. Firstly, the court of the town of Koblenz sentenced to life imprisonment Anwar Reslan,
former Syrian colonel; he was found guilty of around 4,000 torture cases - including sexual
assault. Moreover, the Higher Regional Court of Frankfurt started the trial against a physician
accused of 18 cases of torture while employed in a military prison. 

Still, restoring justice in the country is incredibly difficult. Noura Ghazi, a human rights lawyer,
stated that ‘there can be no justice without political reform and viable remedies for millions of
internally displaced people and refugees. It doesn’t mean I’m against those court cases. I really
praise my colleagues for this step forward,’ she explains. ‘But I fear justice in Syria will be
equated to just those few court cases in Germany.’ (AlJazeera)

SYRIA

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/15/syrians-seek-justice-for-war-atrocities-11-years-after-uprising
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20 refugees drowned on their way to Europe off the Tunisian shore

TUNISIA

In Tunisia´s latest migrant ship disaster on Friday, Tunisian coastguard recovered in total twenty
bodies of mostly Syrian refugees. Twelve have been found already last Friday and eight more on
Saturday, a civil protection official told Reuters. 

According to the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), the vessel was carrying 60
migrants and refugees, mainly from Tunisia and Syria. Civil defence official Moez Triaa told the
AFP news agency on Saturday that the remains washed ashore off Cape Bon, a peninsula on the
strait of Sicily, Italy. It is feared that the remaining passengers of the boat are drowned as well. 

Tunisia and Libya are considered as key departure countries for refugees and migrants, striving
to reach mainly Italian shores. In recent years hundreds of thousands had attempted to flee
conflict and poverty via the Mediterranean crossing, many of them died of cold, hunger, drowned
or were kidnapped. UNHCR stated about 1300 people drowned or went missing in 2021 on the
Central Mediterranean route, the International Organization for Migration estimates more than
18.000 died or disappeared on this route since 2014. On these grounds, it is considered the world’s
deadliest migration pathway. (Al-Jazeera, trtworld) 

Medical workers protest for higher pay and safer working conditions
On Monday, March 14th, medical workers organized a two-day protest in Istanbul. As Turkey
struggles from skyrocketing inflation, the professionals want more protection, better working
conditions, and higher pay rates. 

As a result of living in a pandemic the past two years, violence against health care personnel is on
the upswing, just as medical workers are coping with fatigue and burn-outs. The care for COVID-
19 patients has had a big effect on the welfare of the medics. Therefore, they are calling for
legislation to protect themselves.

In the last year, many Turkish medics left the country in search of better prospects abroad.
Instead of stepping up, Turkish President Erdogan said: ‘those doctors can go ahead and leave’.
Yet, during the protest, Erdogan changed his statement and said the doctors would come back in
the future because Turkey would provide them with a bright future in the end. He stressed people
should feel loyalty to their country. 

In response to the protest, the President has promised that a law modification would be proposed
to expressly cover attacks on healthcare personnel. In addition, salaries would increase. If these
promises will not be met, the protesters stated they will strike again in the future. (Arab News)

TURKEY

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/20/tunisia-migrant-shipwreck-death-toll-rises-to-20
https://www.trtworld.com/africa/death-toll-from-tunisia-refugee-shipwreck-rises-to-25-35-feared-drowned-55671
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2042606/world
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Starvation in Yemen projected to reach disastrous all-time high
Famine in war-torn Yemen impends to fatally increase in the second half of 2022, UN officials
declare. Putin´s invasion of Ukraine, concomitant with the omission of Russian and Ukrainian wheat
exports accounts for this tragedy to a substantial extent.
 
Entering its seventh year of war, Yemen is now facing a severe food shortage in the second half
of this year. Due to a budget constraint, the UN's World Food Programme (WFP) had to cut food
rations for eight million people already at the start of the year, with households getting just half of
the WFP's regular daily minimum food basket. In the second half of the year now 19 million
Yemenis are projected to need food assistance, 1.6 million more than currently. By December, the
number of people who are hungry to the point of emergency might reach 7.3 million.

On an online donor´s conference on Wednesday, March 16th, the UN received only $1.3 bn of the
$4.2 bn it requested for humanitarian assistance in Yemen over the next year. This shattering
result marks the sixth year in a row, the Yemeni humanitarian response plan has not been fully
funded. "You have a perfect storm gathering on the horizon," Philippe Duamelle, Yemen
representative for UNICEF, stated on Friday. "We need more, not less. But we have reached a
level where we need to start scaling down. This is insane. This is just insane." Three out of four
Yemenis are prognosticated to be reliant on food assistance in 2022. Currently in Yemen, a total
of 2.2 million children are acutely malnourished across the country, with more than half a million of
them suffering from severe acute malnutrition. Furthermore, around 1.3 million pregnant or nursing
mothers are severely undernourished. According to new research, the number of people living
under famine circumstances is expected to rise fivefold by the second half of 2022, from 31,000
now to 161,000. According to estimations by the UN, the war in Yemen has killed 377,000 people
by the end of 2021. More than 150,000 people at the point of the pistol, but a larger number have
died as a result of famine and disease emerged by the humanitarian crisis, including 85.000
starved Yemeni children.

Unless this humanitarian crisis had started already years ago, Putin´s recent invasion of Ukraine
has even intensified it. Yemen is strongly reliant on imports, especially in terms of food
commodities, such as wheat. And meanwhile over 30% of the wheat imports to Yemen derive from
Ukraine and Russia. Since the invasion has begun, the food prices in Yemen rocketed high by over
150%, due to omitted wheat supply from these two important exporters. Since the situation in
Ukraine has escalated, it furthermore shifts the focus of the international community away from
longer-lasting conflicts, such as those in Yemen. Although UNICEF had described Yemen in 2020
as "the largest humanitarian crisis in the world". Apart from the omission of wheat imports, the
Saudi-led coalition is keeping up a blockade of Yemen´s main ports, restricting access to food, fuel
and non-essential goods. (Al-Jazeera, Mirror.co, Middleeasteye)

YEMEN

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/16/4-3-billion-needed-to-avert-yemen-hunger-crisis
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/starvation-fears-yemen-ukraine-russia-26508082
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/russia-ukraine-war-yemen-braces-wheat-shortage
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