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Nearly 400 civilians killed since Taliban took the power
According to a report published on 7th March by the Office of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Human Rights, 1,153 civilian casualties, including 397 deaths, were reported

after six months, since the arrival of the Taliban at the power in Kabul last August. 

Many of the killings are reported to have been perpetrated by the Islamic State Khorasan

Province (ISKP) against the Hazar Shia minority group. The report documented “more than 50

extra-judicial killings of individuals suspected to be linked to the ISKP extremist group, including

cases of beheadings in Nangarhar province with bodies left in public places.”

The report also underlines a dramatic decrease of fundamental rights, especially women’s rights,

and affirms that “the Afghan people face a devastating humanitarian and economic crisis that

severely impacts their enjoyment of the full range of economic, social and cultural rights. More

than half the population now suffers from extreme levels of hunger. An increase in child labour,

child marriage and the sale of children has been observed.”

23 million people, representing more than half of the country’s population, are facing potentially

life-threatening food insecurity. It is estimated that more Afghans will die because of the impact

of the economic sanctions than the number of civilians killed during the 20-year war. The

sanctions were imposed last summer by the American government after the withdrawal of its

troops from the country and the arrival of the jihadist political movement at the head of

Afghanistan. (OCHR, NY Times, Watson Institute)

AFGHANISTAN
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https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=28218&LangID=E
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/15/podcasts/the-daily/afghanistan-economy-taliban.html?showTranscript=1
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs/human/civilians/afghan
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Seven political prisoners executed by Egyptian authorities after trial 
On Wednesday and Thursday, March 9th and 10th, seven men have been executed after their

trials, raising the number of death penalty cases in Egypt, after President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi

came to power in 2014, to 105 people, Middle East Eye says. The detainees were charged with

‘joining a terrorist group established in violation of the provisions of the law and the constitution,

possessing weapons and explosives, carrying out a number of terrorist operations, and

assassinating an officer and seven policemen from the Helwan Police Department in Cairo’. 

Rights groups said that the executed defendants had been subjected to torture and enforced

disappearance. However, the right to life’s violations and the torture allegations have not been

investigated or stated by the prosecutor. Also, according to the Geneva-based Committee for

Justice executive director Ahmed Mefreh, the accused had no lawyers representing them in the

initial investigative session, which is a violation of the Egyptian Constitution. Over the past years,

Egyptian courts have sentenced thousands to death, turning the country into the third-highest

executioner in the world, after Iran and China. (MEE)

EGYPT

Detained human rights activist in urgent need of medical care
The Centre for Human Rights in Iran has sent a letter to Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights, in order to call for her support for the release of Iranian prisoner of conscience

Sepideh Qoliyan, who is now gravely sick and in need of urgent medical care. 

Qoliyan is a 27-years-old human rights activist and freelance reporter who covered the peaceful

rally carried out by sugar mill workers for unpaid wages. After she refused to sign a letter of

apology to Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, she was incarcerated. 

Qoliyan is currently detained in Teheran’s Evin Prison, and she is part of a group of ailing political

prisoners who are being denied proper medical treatment, as part of the national plan to punish

and silence dissent. This year, two political prisoners have already died while in state custody,

due to the lack of medical care (Center for Human Rights in Iran). 

IRAN

https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypt-men-executed-trials-marred-torture-lack-due-process
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/egypt-men-executed-trials-marred-torture-lack-due-process
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/03/plea-to-un-to-demand-freedom-for-gravely-ill-sepideh-qoliyan/
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On March 10th, 2022, Human Rights Watch

highlighted the complaint made against Dr Ali Al-

Bayati, in February 2022. This member of Iraq’s

High Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR) was

targeted for raising issues of torture. HRW

described it as an abusive legal complaint. 

Al-Bayati has been interrogated by the Rusafa

Investigative Court personnel in Baghdad. His

organization, IHCHR, was already a target of the

Supreme Court and the anti-corruption committee. This

committee refused the request to interview detainees

and investigate the living conditions of detainees.

Instead, it has been reported that the secretariat for

the Council of Ministers made a legal complaint against

Ali Al-Bayati, falling into article 434 of Iraq’s penal

code. Outlining the insult or imputation of another, a

crime punishable by up to one year in prison.” (HRW)

IRAQ

Kuwaiti moto surf player withdraws from championship, avoiding competing

against Israeli competitor
Abdul Razzaq Al-Baghli, a Kuwaiti motor surf player, took the decision to withdraw from the

Emirates International Motosurf Championship, which commenced on Saturday in the UAE capital

Abu Dhabi. He explains this decision by his conviction to reject the presence of an Israeli player in

the competition. Al-Baghli justified his decision in a video posted on social media, saying it was in

line with Kuwait's goal of ‘continuous support for the Palestinian cause'. 

Tariq Al-Shaya, a member of Kuwait's Supreme Coordinating, supported publicly this decision,

saying that ‘expulsion of the Zionist occupation begins with international isolation, which Kuwaiti

sportsmen have done in teams and individual games’. Al-Baghli joins a long list of Kuwaiti athletes

who have declined to compete against Israeli opponents. Muhammad Al-Awadi, a 14-year-old

tennis player, recently pulled out of an international event in the United Arab Emirates. (Middle

East Monitor)

KUWAIT

Complaint dropped against IHCHR member

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/10/drop-complaint-against-iraq-human-rights-commission-member
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220307-kuwait-motosurf-player-quits-uae-comp-to-avoid-israel-opponent/
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LEBANON

On Thursday, March 10th, the Appeals Chamber of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon declared

guilty two members of Hezbollah: Hussein Oneissi and Hassan Habib Merhi. The men were

involved in the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, in 2005. The two men were

accused of being part of the February 2005 attack, when a suicide bomber detonated a van full of

explosives as Hariri’s armoured convoy passed on the Beirut waterfront. 

The trial started in 2009, but the two men were acquitted after a lack of evidence. Eventually, the

two men were found guilty on appeal this week (March 10th). Members of the Future Movement,

including party leader and former Prime minister Saad Hariri, accused Hezbollah of covering up

the crime and protecting criminals. The UN-backed Special Tribunal for Lebanon immediately

asked for the arrest of these two men. (Arab News)

Two Hezbol lah members found gui lty of 2005 assassination of

Rafik Harir i

Armed group arrests fifty residents
Armed group Tarek Bin Ziyad Battalion arbitrarily arrested and captured around fifty residents of

the city of Derna. The group is linked to General Khalifa Aftar, commander of the Libyan Arab

Armed Forces. It followed the prison escape of five detainees in Garnada’s Prison, on January

16th, 2022. The armed group captured the five detainees, on January 20th and returned them to

Garnada Prison. The escaped prisoners were originally from the city of Derna. As a form of

retaliation against them, the armed militia kept incarcerating an undetermined number of Derna

inhabitants who were apprehended imprisoned in the aftermath of the escape, possibly in

Garnada Prison. 

Several NGOs severely condemned the actions of the group Tarek Bin Ziyad. Eric Goldstein, the

deputy Middle East and North Africa director at Human Rights Watch reported that “Once again,

unaccountable LAAF forces resort to brutal tactics to instil fear and terror among Derna

residents.” 

Goldstein commented that individuals who had been detained arbitrarily should be released and

that the whereabouts of everyone who was still being held be revealed. (HRW, Middle East

Monitor)

LIBYA

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2040796/middle-east
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/08/libya-after-prison-escape-derna-residents-rounded&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1647250214613640&usg=AOvVaw26w5ohLdNKSi1Ux17yZJ-s
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220309-hrw-pro-haftar-militias-arbitrarily-detain-50-people-after-prison-break/
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Saharawi activist calls out against Moroccan “Greenwashing Occupation”
Since November 19th, 2020, the Saharawi human rights defender Sultana Khaya and her sister

have been kept under house arrest by Moroccan authorities. In a recent phone interview, she

condemned the current Moroccan projects to build up renewable energy as “plundering of […]

Western Sahara”.

As the president of the ‘League for the Defense of Human Rights and against Plunder of Natural

Resources’ in Boujdour, Khaya has become a crucial figure for the Saharawi people´s endeavour

for self-determination in the West Saharan conflict. Since her arrest in 2020, she has been

physically and sexually assaulted by Moroccan police, cut off from electricity, water or provisions

through friends and relatives. In 2007 she lost her right eye due to a police officer´s attack. 

In an interview with the Saharawi citizens' journalism collective Equipe Média, she condemned the

Moroccan exploitation of Western Sahara with the help of foreign companies, such as the German

company Siemens, the Italian Enel Green Power or the German shipping company Briese

Schiffahrt, transporting the wind turbine components. “The profits serve economically and

politically for the occupation and its repressive measures,” she stated in the interview, “The

plunder of Western Sahara by Morocco and its accomplices must stop so that the independence of

our country can come about, and our free future can be built." In a report from October 2021 by

WSRW, this practice by Moroccan authorities was classified as Greenwashing Occupation.

(WSRW)

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

https://wsrw.org/en/news/hr-activist-speaks-out-against-the-controversial-green-energy
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Israeli authorities raze Palestinian houses and bar Palestinian spouses
After a deadly attack on an Israeli seminary student in the occupied West Bank last year, the

residences of the two accused Palestinians were demolished on early Tuesday, March 8th. Whilst

Israeli forces tear-off Palestinian houses on occupied Palestinian territory, the Knesset, the Israeli

Parliament, recently renewed a law, denying Palestinians from the same territory naturalisation in

case of marriage with Israeli citizens. 

According to the Palestinian news agency Wafa, a substantial size of 150 Israeli military vehicles

advanced to the family housings of Mohammed Jaradat and Jit Jaradat in Silat ad-Dhahr town,

northwest of Jenin, on Tuesday morning March 8th. They are suspected of the killing of a Jewish

student in a shooting incident near the evacuated colonial settlement outpost of Homesh, north of

Nablus and currently in Israeli custody. In the course of the demolition, confrontations between

Israeli military forces and Palestinian protestors emerged. As reported by the Israeli military some

protestors shot, threw grenades, firebombs, and rocks at them. Israeli forces injured at least eight

Palestinians with live and rubber-coated bullets, concussion shrapnel grenades and tear gas. 

Just three weeks before, Israeli forces detonated the family housing of Mahmoud Ghaleb

Jaradat, killed a 17-year-old adolescent and injured at least 17 others, two of whom were critically

injured. Israeli officials justify the demolition of Palestinians´ family housings as a means of

deterrence, whilst human rights groups widely condemn these policies as “a collective

punishment” and “a war crime and crime against humanity”. 

While Israeli authorities destroy Palestinian families´ homes, on the one hand, it forces other

Palestinian families to live apart or emigrate. On March 11th, the Israeli parliament replaced the

controversial ‘Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law’ with a new ‘Citizenship Law’. It was initially

passed in 2003 amid the peak of a Palestinian uprising and was renewed every year until it

expired in July of the past year. This new yearlong law prevents naturalisation for Palestinians

from the occupied West Bank or Gaza, married to Israeli citizens. Instead, they can only obtain

temporary, two-year residence permits, which can be revoked due to security-based

reservations. Between 1967 and 2011, more than 14,000 Palestinians have had their residency

status withdrawn. 

The Israeli interior minister Ayelet Shaked said about the new law: “The combination of forces

between the coalition and the opposition led to an important result for the security of the state

and its fortification as a Jewish state.” Other politicians condemned the new law as “a black spot

on the book of laws in Israel”, like Gaby Lasky of the dovish Meretz party, which collectively

voted against it. Unlike the ‘Citizenship Law’, the Israeli ‘Law of Return’ allows persons who were

born Jewish, converts, Jewish spouses, and those who have Jewish parents or grandparents to

migrate to Israel and get Israeli citizenship. (Al-Jazeera, Al-Jazeera, The Guardian, Wafa) 

PALESTINE

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/8/israeli-troops-demolish-palestinian-home-in-west-bank
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/11/israels-knesset-passes-law-barring-palestinian-spouses
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/10/first-jewish-ukrainian-refugees-arrive-in-israel
http://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/128327
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Raif Badawi released after 10 years in jail 
Saudi Blogger Raif Badawi, who launched the “Saudi Liberal Network” in 2006, was arrested in

2012 for insulting Islam through electronic channels and on apostasy charges. He openly called

for the end of religious interference and influence on Saudi society. Badawi’s website was a space

of freedom where Saudis could talk about liberalism in a very conservative country. 

Detained since the 1st March 2012, Badawi was first condemned to seven years in jail, torture, and

600 lashes. The sentence was then increased to ten years in jail and 1000 lashes, of which the

first fifty were given in 2015. The Saudi activist completed his full sentence in early 2022, but was

then detained arbitrarily in a prison near Jeddah in Eastern Saudi Arabia. 

Badawi’s case drew global media attention in 2015 when he received his first 50 lashes in public.

After the international outcry provoked by the videos showing him resilient with no signs of pain

while enduring the lashes, the rest of the flogging sentence was suspended. 

Although Badawi was released on March 11th, he will not join his wife and children, who are

waiting for him in Canada where they find shelter, as Badawi has been forbidden to leave Saudi

Arabia for ten more years. 

While the Kingdom attempts to rebrand its image, the repression of opponents continues to be

practised widely. On 12th March, 81 persons were executed in the country for crimes linked to

terrorism charges. In one day only, the Kingdom executed more people than in the whole previous

year (69 detainees were put to death in 2021). The killings were condemned by many NGOs,

including the European Saudi Organization for Human Rights who affirmed that in many of the

cases, the charges against the accused involved “not a drop of blood” and that “some of the

charges were related to participation in human rights demonstrations.”(BBC, NY Times)

SAUDI ARABIA

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-60714086
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/12/world/middleeast/saudi-arabia-executions.html
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2019 massacre tribunal’s offices raided by security forces
Sudanese security forces have raided the offices of the commission that was investigating a

massacre of protesters that took place in June 2019 in Khartoum, where demonstrators were shot

at by soldiers. Hundreds were killed, dozens were raped and more than forty bodies dumped into

the Nile. 

As a consequence, the experts' group was forced to suspend its operations. Nail Adeeb, the

commission’s chairperson, reported uniformed men coming into the office, kicking out the workers

and taking over the building. ‘What has happened will cripple the investigation and it might finish

it altogether’, Adeeb added. He also stated that there had been several attempts to take over the

building following the October 2019 coup d’etat, as well as a direct request on behalf of the

Ministry of Finance. 

Sudanese human rights lawyer Osama Bella el-Shaikh labelled it illegal for an accused party to

put their hands on material that may consist of proof for a conviction. ‘What has happened to the

commission is very dangerous and it will end the justice in this country’, he added. 

Nevertheless, Sudanese activists have been vocally critical towards the commission, accusing it

not to be independent, as two out of seven members are senior security forces. Moreover, human

rights groups have been denouncing the long time needed for the commission to reach an

outcome, as three years after the beginning of the investigations, no results had been released

yet (AlJazeera). 

SUDAN

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/9/sudanese-authorities-raid-offices-of-2019-massacre-tribunal
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NGOs urge Tunisian authorities to drop draft law restricting civil society

TUNISIA

At the beginning of March 2022, a draft law was made by the Tunisian Government, concerning
civil society organizations. Thirteen Tunisian and international rights groups called for the
immediate drop of this draft law. They explained that if this law is carried out, it will have major
consequences on the freedom of association. Moreover, it will result in a major setback for human
rights after the country's 2011 revolution. If this law is approved, it would give government
officials excessive powers and discretion to interfere with the formation of civil society
organizations, their functions and operations, their funding, and their ability to speak publicly
about their work and express their views. 

Amnesty International is severally condemning this project. One the deputy of the Regional
Director for the Middle East and North Africa, Amma Guellali, explained that “Tunisians know from
experience the dangers that restrictive laws can pose to civil society and public debate”. The
release of this law could lead to massive protests and be a turning point for activism in Tunisia.
(HRW, Africanews)

2 dead in Israeli airstrikes
Two civilians were killed on March 7th near Damascus by Israeli airstrikes launched from Israeli-
occupied Golan Heights. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the strikes
landed on a weapon and ammunition depot operated near Damascus international airport.

On February 8th, another strike killed one Syrian soldier and wounded five others and on 24th
February. Also, three soldiers were killed near Damascus. Since the beginning of the Syrian Civil
War in 2011, Israel has launched hundreds of airstrikes in its neighbour targeting Hezbollah bases
and other Iran-backed militias in order to prevent the settlement of pro-Iranian groups at its
borders. The Golan Heights are used by Israel as a substantial rear base to destroy Iranian
facilities in Syria, which enters the equation of a wider confrontation between Israel and Tehran.

The Israeli-Iranian opposition is just one of the different paradigms of the Syrian Civil War that
debuted in March 2011, with unrests in opposition to President Bashar al-Assad. The groups that
oppose al-Assad’s forces, the Syrian opposition, the Islamic State, and the Syrian Democratic
Forces (Kurds) have killed 500.000 people, including 160.000 civilians, and has led to the
displacement of around 12 million persons (internal and external). (SOHR)

SYRIA

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/11/tunisia-looming-curbs-civil-society-must-be-stopped
https://www.africanews.com/2022/03/11/tunisian-authorities-urged-to-drop-draft-law-restricting-civil-society-organizations/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/242071/
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At least 47 children ‘killed or maimed’ in two months 
According to UNICEF, at least 47 children were ‘killed or maimed’ during the first two months of
2022, a period in which the Yemeni civil war has been characterised by a dramatic surge in
violence. Indeed, UNICEF stated that minors are the ‘first and most to suffer’ in the conflict; in
fact, at least 10,000 children have been killed or injured since the start of the air raids launched
by the Saudi-led military alliance, in 2015. Moreover, ‘the actual number [of children’s fatalities] is
likely much higher’, stated Philippe Duamelle, UNICEF representative to Yemen. 

The war has led to a total crash of national basic services, in the first place healthcare and
education; millions of Yemenis are now displaced, with 80 per cent of the population being reliant
on aid. More than 2,500 schools are currently inoperable, as they have been converted for
military purposes, razed or turned into emergency shelters. 

According to a report published by the UN Security Council in January 2022, around 2,000
children who had been recruited by the rebel forces had died on the battlefield between January
2020 and May 2021 (AlJazeera).

YEMEN

Journalist convicted to two years in jail over insulting President Erdogan
Turkish journalist Sedef Kabas has been sentenced to more than two years in prison by an
Istanbul court on March 11th. Kabas has been detained in pre-detention since late January but
was released after the sentence on March 11th, pending an appeal against the verdict. The
freelance journalist is accused of insulting comments about President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
during a political talk show. 

The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) declared in October that the laws banning insults to
the Turkish president should be modified, as they were not in line with the protection of freedom
of speech. Besides, dozens of media outlets and nonprofits reported a special focus on
accusations against women journalists in Turkey. The International Women’s Media Foundation
(IWMF) stated that ‘about a third of female journalists say they considered changing careers
because of threats’. The IWMF has noted an increase in online attacks against female journalists.
(VOA News)

TURKEY

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/12/47-children-killed-maimed-in-yemen-in-two-months-says-unicef
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkish-journalist-to-appeal-2-year-jail-term/6481890.html
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