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Eight vaccination workers killed 
The UN condemned the killing on Thursday 24th February of eight polio vaccination workers in

four different locations North of Afghanistan. Health workers face high risk in the country since

attacks happen on regular basis. Last year, nine polio vaccination workers were killed. 

Afghanistan also suffers from the spread of other diseases, including COVID-19, measles, dengue

fever and malaria. Hospitals are facing severe difficulties to answer these epidemics since the

healthcare system depends on funding that is now lacking. The spread of these pandemics and

diseases is facilitated by the high level of malnutrition that reduces the immune system's

efficiency but also by the underdeveloped healthcare system, especially in rural and mountainous

areas where the hospitals and healthcare facilities are barely existing or functioning. 

A strong religious and conservative opposition against vaccination exists in the country. Among

the strongest accusations are the beliefs that vaccines are Western tools to control Afghans and

sterilize the population. The NGOs’ work also includes fighting those ideas and explaining to the

population the benefits of vaccines. 

The attacks were condemned by UN Secretary-General’s Deputy Special Representative for

Afghanistan, Ramiz Alakbarov, who stated that the killings were “a violation of international

humanitarian law.” WHO calls on the Taliban to identify and bring the perpetrators to justice. (UN)

AFGHANISTAN
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Young Protester Zaki Hannache placed under detention warrant 
Zaki Hannache, a young Algerian protester, was arrested on the 18 of February by Algerian

authorities. A few days before, he was in a protest and testifying for important media about Hirak

movement. The reason seems to be that the authorities considered him the spokesperson for

prisoners of conscience and leader of the Hirak movement. In view of the third anniversary of

Hirak, the authorities are tightening the noose on pro-democracy activists. An industrial

maintenance technician began to engage in the Hirak movement in 2019. He participated in many

peaceful protests. The activist has built a network of trust with lawyers across Algerian territory

and relays the information they provide to him. Recently the Algerian President, Abdelmadjid

Tebboune, assert that there were no prisoners of conscience detained in Algeria. However, Zaki

Hannache identified more than 340 prisoners of conscience in Algerian jails. His arrest is a sign of

toughening measures and desire to repress strongly the Hirak movement, coming from the

Algerian Government. (Middle East Eyes, Jeune Afrique). 

ALGERIA

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112612
https://www.middleeasteye.net/fr/reportages/algerie-hirak-esprit-pas-mort-anniversaire-manifestations-repression
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1316213/politique/algerie-avec-larrestation-de-zaki-hannache-la-repression-franchit-un-nouveau-cap/
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Hunger strikes against indefinite detention keep going
Since February 10 and 11, Ahmed Maher, Walid Shawky, and Abdel Rahman Tarek, three Egyptian

activists in detention began a hunger strike to protest against their indefinite detention and the

detention conditions in Egypt. On February 22, a family member of one of the protesters visited

him and stated that his mental and physical health was highly deteriorated because of the strike.

Human Rights defenders stated that Egyptian authorities should now release the three protesters,

regarding the irrelevant pieces of evidence they are charged with and their current dangerous

state. Joe Stork, deputy Middle East and North Africa director at Human Rights Watch, stated

that ‘The Egyptian authorities should free Shawky, Maher, and Tarek now and end the wanton

use of endless pretrial detention as a tool of repression'. (La Croix)

EGYPT

Free-speech activist disappeared after critical tweets
Hossein Ronaghi, blogger and free-speech activist, disappeared after criticising a bill currently

being discussed in the Iranian parliament, which aims to limit internet access in the country -

known as the ‘Users Protection Bill’. Ronagh’s family claims that the activist was kidnapped, after

having received numerous anonymous phone calls in the days previous to his disappearance.

Moreover, other activists stated that Iranian security forces entered Ronaghi's home and

confiscated his laptop and notebooks. The Committee to Protect Journalists reports this to be the

second time Ronaghi has been arrested. Indeed, in December 2009 - during the mass arrests

caused by the protests that followed the re-election of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Ronaghi was

detained after discussing these events online. 

 Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader, stated one year ago that in the country ‘social

media is unbridled and it should not be surrendered to the enemy.’ Even though the Users

Protection Bill has yet to be completed, the risk is that this legislation leads to the total disruption

of the little international platforms that are left in Iran, namely Instagram and WhatsApp. Indeed,

access to primary communication platforms - including YouTube, Facebook, Twitter and Telegram

has been already blocked, and many Iranians use VPNs and proxies to access these websites

(ABC, CPJ). 

IRAN

https://www.la-croix.com/Monde/En-Egypte-lemprisonnement-sans-fin-detenus-politiques-2022-02-23-1201201771
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/iranian-activist-disappears-criticizing-internet-bill-83125646
http://service-civique.gouv.fr/trouver-ma-mission/appuyer-les-activites-dune-association-de-developpement-durable-au-guatemala-3-61d600dffbd41d17a347d144
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Iraqi court opens criminal procedures against Omar Nazar
After previous documents revealed his direct involvement in events that led to the murder of at

least 30 protestors in southern Iraq almost three years ago, an Iraqi court opened on 22 February

criminal proceedings against Omar Nazar "on charges of suppressing demonstrators."Human

Rights Watch commended the arrest of Omar Nazar. In a recent statement, Belkis Wille, Senior

crisis and conflict researcher at Human Rights Watch, said that “This arrest is an important first

step toward accountability”. 

The case is significant for several reasons. First, it is one of the first times that an Iraqi Court has

pursued a senior security officer for crimes against civilians. Second, it is an important first step

toward accountability. However, HRW recalls that arrests for protester massacres and other

serious human rights violations should not stop here and should never be limited to cases where

leaked investigations are made public. (Human Rights Watch)

IRAQ

Unjustified arrests spark protests across the country
Ten Jordanian nationals have been arrested due to their criticism towards the government and

the denounce of widespread corruption among the State’s leaders. All men belong to the Bani

Hassan tribe - the largest in the country and have been accused of spreading fake news through

social media. 

This could enact a violation of constitutional rights, as the Jordanian code foresees freedom of

expression. In synchronised operations, the men were arrested; their families recorded the

happenings and later on published videos on social media. As a consequence, protests took part

all over Jordan, demanding the release of the detainees as well as an end to corruption. Members

of the Bani Hassan tribe in Zarqa accused Jordanian authorities of taking in international grants,

pointing out the connection to the Pandora Papers scandal, and claiming the ultimate

responsibility of King Abdullah. 

Indeed, Jordan’s economy - which has long been struggling, has been drastically compromised by

the Covid-19 pandemic. The government kept adopting neoliberal privatisation economic policies,

as well as leaning on international bailouts, eventually leading to growing discontent among the

population. 

Jordanian authorities have tried to downplay the arrests, by labelling them as a purely

implementation of procedure according to the law with no political overtones in the slightest.

Omar Aby Rasaa, member of the Hirak, a popular movement born in 2011, in an interview to

Middle East Eye stated that the arrests were unprecedented - both in the way they were

executed as well as because of the charges on which they were based. Moreover, regardless of

the government’s claims for the arrests to be non-politicals, all ten men belonged to the Hirak

movement. ‘The arrests are a form of terrorizing the activists in Jordan. It is a pre-emptive move

to stop the protests on the ground before they take place’, Rasaa stated. [MEE]

JORDAN

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/24/senior-military-officer-accused-crackdown-protesters-iraq
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/jordan-arrests-king-spark-fury-rare-public-rebukes
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Dozens of teenagers protest asking for global support after 2020 explosion
On February 18th, around 12 teenagers gathered in front of the French embassy in Beirut, in the

name of their 15-year-old friend Elias Khoury who died in the explosion of August 2020 in Beirut.

They called for an international probe to help move forward a local investigation that has been

impeded and stalled for more than a year by Lebanese officials. According to the families of the

Beirut port explosion victims, the local investigation is not moving forward. Judge Tarek Bitar, the

primary investigator, has been commended by rights groups and families for refusing to cave in to

political pressure and setting a precedent for a strong independent court in Lebanon, a country

plagued by corruption, nepotism, and a tangled legal system. They now call for international

support to follow Bitar’s rhythm. (Aljazeera)

LEBANON

Dozens of teenagers protest asking for global support after 2020 explosion
On February 18th, around 12 teenagers gathered in front of the French embassy in Beirut, in the

name of their 15-year-old friend Elias Khoury who died in the explosion of August 2020 in Beirut.

They called for an international probe to help move forward a local investigation that has been

impeded and stalled for more than a year by Lebanese officials. According to the families of the

Beirut port explosion victims, the local investigation is not moving forward. Judge Tarek Bitar, the

primary investigator, has been commended by rights groups and families for refusing to cave in to

political pressure and setting a precedent for a strong independent court in Lebanon, a country

plagued by corruption, nepotism, and a tangled legal system. They now call for international

support to follow Bitar’s rhythm. (Aljazeera)

KUWAIT

Morocco and Libya sign cooperation agreement in the field of human rights
On Friday 25 of February was signed an agreement between the Moroccan National Human

Rights Council (CNDH) and the National Council for Civil Liberties and Human Rights of Libya.

This agreement had the main objective to establish the groundwork for collaborative action and

consultation mechanisms to promote and protect human rights in both countries. The president of

the Libyan council, Attiyallah Hijazi and the CNDH President Amina Bouayach both emphasizes

that these joint actions could strengthen the partnership between the UN and the African Union. 

They also agree to carry out certain joint actions in the framework of partnerships with the UN

and African Union human rights mechanisms, as well as with any other similar forum at the Arab,

continental and international levels.

President of the Libyan council Attiyallah Hijazi, who initiated the agreement with CNDH

President Amina Bouayach, stressed that his institution seeks to benefit from Moroccan

experience in human rights protection, highlighting the CNDH's prominent position at the Arab

and international levels. (The North Africa Post, The Libya Observer)

LIBYA

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/18/call-for-fair-investigation-for-beirut-blast-victims
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/18/call-for-fair-investigation-for-beirut-blast-victims
https://northafricapost.com/55851-morocco-libya-pool-efforts-to-promote-protect-human-rights.html
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/morocco-libya-sign-cooperation-agreement-human-rights-field
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Deaths continue along the Western Mediterranean route
Three migrants have died and another 47 have been saved after their boat capsized off the coast

of Western Sahara, in Oued Eddahab province, Moroccan authorities declared. Survivors have

been hospitalised in Dakhla and the Moroccan navy launched a search and rescue mission in the

area to make sure whether there are any more survivors. Most probably, the boat was heading to

the Canary Islands, in Spain. According to official sources, the Moroccan navy has saved 376

migrants in distress at sea only during the first half of February. [ANSA]

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Internet activist arrested
Abu al-Yasa al-Rawahi was arrested on 17th February and released after four days in jail. He was

arrested after he commented on a picture of the royal family on Twitter, saying that “the people

are waiting for you to save them from what they are facing and not waiting for you to show family

photos wherever you go.... the people are in debt and lack your initiatives and ideas, not photos of

a parade." 

Al-Rawahi previously already criticized the government and supported human rights defenders in

Oman. 

The Gulf Centre for Human Rights and the Omani Association for Human Rights condemned the

arrest and called on the respect of freedom of expression. (OAHR, GCHR).

OMAN

Palestinians banned from entering the Ibrahimi Mosque
On the 28th anniversary of the Ibrahimi Mosque massacre, in the southern occupied West Bank,

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) published a statement in remembrance. They slammed

Israel for barring Palestinians from entering the Ibrahimi Mosque in the southern occupied West

Bank city of al-Khalil, calling it a "violation of international law." Indeed the PLO's Human Rights

Department said: "Since 25 February 1994, Palestinians have been prevented from reaching the

mosque, praying inside it and broadcasting the call to prayer a lot of times.” 

On February 25, 1994, radical Israeli settler Baruch Goldstein opened fire on Palestinian

worshippers at Ibrahimi Mosque during dawn prayer, killing 29 people and injuring over 100 more.

The PLO said as well that since the killing, Israeli authorities have been Judaizing Ibrahimi

Mosque by prohibiting Palestinians from accessing during settlers' ceremonies. Indeed following

the massacre, Israel confiscated half of the mosque. Ibrahimi Mosque was split into a synagogue,

known to Jews as the Cave of Patriarchs. (Middle East Monitor, WAFA News Agency)

PALESTINE

https://www.ansa.it/sito/notizie/topnews/2022/02/23/migranti-naufragio-davanti-al-marocco-3-morti_5ed0230b-8b45-4b26-8ba5-5ef88ac22d3b.html
https://en.omanhr.org/oman-internet-activist-abu-al-yasa-al-rawahi-arrested/
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2954
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220226-plo-banning-palestinians-from-ibrahimi-mosque-a-violation-of-international-law/
http://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/128213
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NHRC calls for further collaboration with OHCHR
On February 28th, the chair of the National Human Rights Committee (NHRC) Maryam Bint

Abdullah Al Attiyah called for expanding the joint work with the UN High Commissioner for

Human Rights, promoting a stronger human rights culture, and investing in international sports

forums hosted by Qatar. This would promote human rights, as a first-of-its-kind experience that

supports human rights and sports. She also stated that, as part of its advisory role, the NHRC

encourages the government of Qatar to extend more invitations to special rapporteurs, praising

the State's response and welcoming all special rapporteurs and working groups to visit Qatar

without reservation in order to monitor on the ground the human rights conditions that fall under

their jurisdiction. (The Peninsula)

QATAR

Pro-democracy protests take over the streets 
Thousands of people have protested all over Sudan to express their dissent against the October

military coup, as well as requiring the release of prisoners. Since the golpe carried out by army

chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, protests demanding civilian rule have been taking place regularly

throughout the country, regardless of the deadly repression carried out by Sudanese security

forces. An independent group of medics reported at least 82 people being killed and hundreds

being injured in the crackdown; moreover, the number of people detained has exceeded 200 -

many of which are political figures and activists, a group of pro-democracy lawyers documented. 

‘Go back to the barracks’, ‘Civilian is the people’s choice’, ‘No, no to military rule’ were some of the

slogans chanted by protesters across Sudan. In Khartoum, demonstrators tried to gather around

the presidential palace, and security forces responded by firing tear gas against them. In the

meantime, Adama Dieng, the UN’s expert on human rights in Sudan appointed in November,

finally arrived in the country. [AlJazeera]

SUDAN 

https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/27/02/2022/nhrc-chair-calls-for-intensified-work-with-ohchr
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/21/throngs-rally-in-sudan-against-military-coup


Kurd-affiliated organization accused of recruiting child soldiers
Al-Shabiba Al-Thawriyah, known in English as the Revolutionary Youth, is accused of having
abducted a 13-year-old displaced girl. The organization already kidnapped end of January
Mohamed Azad Hasan a young teenager. The organization is linked to the Syrian Democratic
Forces, a primarily Kurd military group. 

According to the United Nations, 40% of the children recruited by the Syrian Democratic Forces
were girls. Furthermore, another UN report revealed in 2021 that the Syrian Democratic Forces
were responsible for around 35% of child recruitment in Northern Syria.

In 2021, Syrian President Bashar al-Assad presented Law No. 21 which intended to prohibit the
trafficking of children and the use of child soldiers. However, according to Human Rights Watch
and several other NGOs, Syrian children are also enrolled in the Free Syrian Army and in the
governmental army. In addition, the Islamic State recruits young Syrians from six years old and
uses them in attacks as suicide bombers. 

International law prohibits non-state armed groups from recruiting children under 18, and Human
Rights Watch called on the end of child recruitment. Children are one of the most at-risk
populations in Syria since they face the risk of indoctrination, recruitment, or abduction by army
groups. Save the Children, among other NGOs, work on improving the local standard of living
since militant groups have more difficulties recruiting children from stable economic environments.
(HRW, SOHR, STJ)
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/08/03/syria-armed-group-recruiting-children-camps
https://www.syriahr.com/en/240936/
https://stj-sy.org/en/northeastern-syria-50-child-soldiers-demobilized/
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E-Sport event moved from UAE 
The Rainbow Six Major, an important e-sport event, was initially planned to happen in August
2022 in Abu Dhabi but it was cancelled after the protest and criticism of the online community.
Indeed, a petition gathered more than 13.000 signatures and the organizers chose to reschedule
the event in another place. Fans protested against organizing the event in such a location arguing
that the UAE has issues with LGBTQI+ rights since same-sex relationships are illegal in the country
and punishable by the death penalty. 

Rainbow Six is an online tactical shooter video game franchise and Six Major events gather
gamers and fans from all around the world. The community is renowned for its open-mindedness
which explains the outcry to move the event from Abu Dhabi. (BBC, E-Sports)

UAE

Human Rights defender charged for ‘membership in a terrorist organization’.
On February 22 began a trial against Öztürk Türkdoğan, co-chair of the Human Rights
Association, Turkey’s oldest human rights group, accused of ‘membership in a terrorist
organization.’ This is not the first time that Öztürk Türkdoğan is pointed out by Turkish authorities.
On March 19th 2021, the police briefly detained Türkdoğan at his home, while searching for his
residence. They confiscated his laptop and phone. He was later released but was subjected to a
travel ban. This time, the evidence against the Human rights defender include calls with media
and journalists. These calls ask for the release of Abdullah Calan, the detained leader of the
Kurdistan Workers' Party, and other inmates who have been held in solitary confinement for
lengthy periods of time, as well as hunger strikes by prisoners who support the abolition of solitary
confinement.

According to Europe and Central Asia director at Human Rights Watch, Hugh Williamson, ‘The
prosecution of Öztürk Türkdoğan, is an attempt to criminalize legitimate human rights work and
the right to free speech’. He also denounces the use of ‘fear of reprisals, arrest and abusive
criminal proceedings’ by the Turkish government. (HRW)

TURKEY

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-60492196
https://www.esports.com/en/rainbow-six-moves-major-away-from-abu-dhabi-after-community-backlash-328151
http://www.hrw.org/europecentral-asia/turkey
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/21/turkey-human-rights-defender-trial
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Yemenis face ‘death sentence’ if UN funds are not restored
The United Nations has officially stated that millions of people in Yemen face a ‘death sentence’
unless gaps in the UN’s funds for humanitarian aid are not filled. Indeed, Martin Griffiths, UN
coordinator for humanitarian affairs, communicated to the Security Council that ‘as of the end of
January, nearly two-thirds of major UN aid programmes had already been scaled back or closed
because of funding shortages.’ Moreover, he warned that further reductions in humanitarian aid
are prominent, with eight million people at risk of having their food rations cut down. Griffith, also
former UN’s special envoy for Yemen, referred to the current shortage in funding as
‘unprecedented in Yemen.’ 

Since 2022, the World Food Programme has reduced rations for eight million of the 13 people it
feeds monthly; currently, millions of Yemenis are in a state of starvation, whilst the war is
reaching its sharpest escalation in recent years. Only in January, 650 civilians were killed - the
highest toll in the past three years. Moreover, Griffith warned that the UN may have to suspend
the majority of its humanitarian flights to the country which would ‘cause enormous problems for
the aid operation and for the movement of our staff’, including ‘deprive 3.6 million people of safe
drinking water’. 

The war has been occurring for almost 7 years, and effects on the population have been
devastating: currently, 80% of Yemenis rely on external help. (ICRC) 

YEMEN

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/yemen-struggle-through-six-photographers-lenses
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