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Investigation highlights the dramatic situation in Afghanistan
A report from the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) published on

February 2nd, revealed the hindsight of human rights in Afghanistan. The report of the

Secretary-General deals with the situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international

peace and security. It also reveals that more than a hundred former government members and

security forces were executed since September 2021 when the last UNAMA report was published. 

Even though the Taliban announced a general amnesty after they took power last summer, the

killings occurred. This demonstrates the severity of human rights violations. Also underlining this,

the report claims severe repression of women rights and the right to protest. Indeed, during

protests, many people were arrested and beaten during several protests asking for more

freedom. 

On the same day as UNAMA, the New York Times published an investigation revealing that over

one million Afghanis left the country since last October. The dramatic economic crisis and

starvation push many people to flee their homes. The main migration route leads to Europe

through Iran and Turkey. According to several NGOs, around 5.000 people daily cross the Iranian

border to leave Afghanistan. Many other Afghanis have also found shelter in neighbour country

Pakistan. 

Several elements contribute to pushing more Afghanis to exile, such as the difficulty for

international humanitarian aid to reach the population and the increasing violations of women

rights. (New York Times, UNAMA)
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Image Source: New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/02/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-refugees.html
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/sg_report_on_afghanistan_january_2022.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/02/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-refugees.htmlhttps:/www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/25/iran-jails-french-man-for-eight-years-on-spying-charges
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175 European parliamentarians urge UN to monitor Egypt Human rights crisis
On Thursday, February 3rd, more than 175 EU lawmakers published an open letter to urge their

governments and the UN to take a closer look at the human rights crisis occurring in Egypt at this

time. The letter asked for a special ‘human rights monitoring and reporting mechanism focused on

Egypt’ for the next UNHRC session, which will take place in March 2022. 

The letter makes the point of the critical situation in Egypt regarding human rights since Abdel

Fattah el-Sissi took power in 2013. It states that ‘enough is enough’ and points out the insufficient

pressure the international community has put on Egypt for the past years. 

The statement points out the Egyptian authorities have a free game in the way they pursue

punishment, due to the international community's failure to act as a monitor on the Egyptian’s

actions. It also highlights the continued support to the Egyptian government referring to European

arms export towards Egypt. 

This letter is the first step to an expected measuring process from the UN and the international

community to regulate Egypt’s Human rights situation. (Deutsche Welle)

EGYPT

Amnesty releases petition aiming to free 30 Hirak detainees
On February 2nd, Amnesty International released a petition to free Hirak prisoners in Algeria.

Amnesty called for the immediate and unconditional release of all the activists who participated in

the Hirak movement. This petition was especially published because, since January 28th 2022,

around forty activists prisoners started a hunger strike, in El Harrach’s prison in Algiers. 

Abdelghani Badie, lawyer and member of the Collective for the Defense of Prisoners of

Conscience, announced the start of the hunger strike on Thursday, January 27 at the Berber

Television. He explained that this action was linked to the commemoration of the 64th anniversary

of the eight-day strike in 1957. In addition, many lawyers and activists confirmed the beginning of

this hunger strike on January 28, 2022, and showed their support to the strikers. 

The major point of the retaliation was to condemn pre-trial detentions. Since the beginning of the

year, more than thirty Algerians close to the Hirak have reportedly been placed under judicial

control or in pre-trial detention. The Committee for the Liberation of Prisoners (CNLD) lists more

than 333 prisoners of conscience held in the Algerian prisons. In January 2022, more than thirty

activists were imprisoned. However, despite the statements of various NGOs and activists, as well

as the petition of Amnesty International, the General Prosecutor's Office of the Court of Algiers

refutes these reports. He denies both the hunger strike and the number of prisoners of conscience

recorded. (Barlamane, Middle East Monitor, TV5Monde)

ALGERIA

https://www.dw.com/en/un-asked-to-monitor-egypt-human-rights/a-60649827
https://www.barlamane.com/fr/algerie-greve-de-la-faim-collective-de-certains-detenus-dopinion-amnesty-international-alarmee/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20220203-amnesty-petitions-to-free-hirak-prisoners-in-algeria/
https://afrique.tv5monde.com/information/algerie-une-quarantaine-de-detenus-politiques-auraient-entame-une-greve-de-la-faim
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Two men executed due to outdated "immorality" laws 
The Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), an Iranian NGO of human rights defenders,

reports the execution of two gay men, who were convicted because of their sexual orientation. 

Mehrdad Karimpour and Farid Mohammadi were killed after a long time spent on death row, as

they were arrested six years ago on charges of "sodomy." They were both charged with forced

same-sex intercourse. According to Iranian law, same-sex sexual activity is punishable with the

death penalty, though consensual activity is often charged as non-consensual, as in this case. The

Iranian media, as well as official sources, have yet to announce the execution. 

Capital punishment is still largely performed in the country: HRANA reports that between 2020

and 2021 at least 299 citizens were executed - including 4 juvenile offenders, and other 85 were

sentenced to death (HRANA). 

IRAN

Explosive remnants kill four children and injure two others
On February 2nd, four children were killed by an eruption of remains of explosive devices in

Baghdad, the Iraqi capital, and in the province of Babel, UNICEF reported. Two other children

got injured. 

In 2021, explosive remnants of war and unexploded artillery killed at least 52 children and injured

73 others. UNICEF   notes that there was a significant increase in casualties compared to the

previous year. In addition, the organization raises the alarm about the safety of children in Iraq.

According to the children's rights organization,   'explosive remnants of war continue to be the

main reason for civilian casualties, children being particularly vulnerable'. Thus, the UN agency

calls for increased efforts to reduce the growing impact of these explosives. It urges all parties to

double their efforts to clear existing mines and unexploded ordnance, to promote victim

assistance and to uphold children's right to a safe and protective environment. (United Nations

News)

IRAQ

Image Source: UNICEF France

https://www.en-hrana.org/two-inmates-executed-in-maragheh-central-prison/
https://news.un.org/fr/story/2022/02/1113462
https://www.unicef.fr/article/irak-augmentation-alarmante-du-nombre-denfants-tues-et-blesses-par-des-engins-explosifs
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Rampant gender inequality needs to be addressed with structural reforms
In January, the Jordanian Senate approved the amendment of Article 6 of the Constitution, which

now states that ‘Jordanian men and women shall be equal before the law’, whereas before it

simply referred to ‘Jordanians’. This adaptation is part of the government’s official plan to achieve

gender equality by 2030. Nevertheless, equality appears to be particularly difficult to accomplish

without ‘a comprehensive perspective that is reflected in education, culture, legislation and

implementation of programs to protect against violence and harassment as well as to promote

economic empowerment’, says Jordanian journalist Rawan Jayyousi. 

Indeed, the already exorbitant gap between female participation in the Jordanian job market has

been exacerbated by the ongoing pandemic crisis. DW reports that, according to recent studies,

Jordan has currently the lowest female economic participation of ‘any country not at war’. The

International Labour Organisation states that only 15% of Jordanian women are employed in the

labour market - a lower percentage compared to other countries in the region, such as Lebanon

(23%), Saudi Arabia (22%) and Palestine (18%). 

Suctrurals problems - such as social expectations, have been heavily intensified by the economic

aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, and childcare has become prohibitively expensive. On top

of that, the absence of reliable, cheap public transportation consists of an added obstacle to

female employment. (Deutsche Welle)

JORDAN

HRW denounces faulty investigations on politically sensitive murder cases
Human Rights Watch analyzed four investigations on murder cases in Lebanon over the past two

years. The four cases concern respectively the murders of Lokman Slim, activist and Hezbollah

critic, Joe Bejjani, military photographer in his spare time, retired colonel Mounir Bou Rjeily and

Antoine Dagher, head of ethics and anti-fraud. The men are all considered politically sensitive

cases, in which ‘powerful individuals or groups or those close to power may be involved’. 

The investigation led by Human Rights Watch highlighted pieces of evidence of various

procedural violations during the research procedures. The procedures ‘have been marked by

numerous lapses, gross negligence, and procedural violations, indicating that generous donor

contributions to fund and train the security forces and judiciary have failed to strengthen the rule

of law’, Human Rights Watch claimed on February 3rd.

The statement on these judicial anomalies tends to provide justice for these unsolved murders and

raise awareness about blurred justice in the country. The families and activist groups are

repeating actions to ask for clearer and more efficient handling of these cases. (HRW)

LEBANON

https://www.dw.com/en/jordans-ambitious-push-for-gender-equality/a-60634852
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/03/lebanon-flawed-investigations-politically-sensitive-murders
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Fifth anniversary of Libya-EU Agreement: Highlights of the situation in

detention centres
February 2nd of 2022 marks the fifth anniversary of the Libya-EU cooperation agreement. This

series of agreements mainly concerned the migration situation in Libya. The objective was to fund

and train the Libyan coast guard as well as other authorities to stop migrants from crossing the

Mediterranean Sea. 

InfoMigrants recalls the 'horrific detention centres' where Libyan authorities kept refugees in

disastrous conditions. Other medical NGOs warned on the effects on health and mental health

those detentions centres had for the people. Matteo de Bellis, a researcher on Migration and

Asylum at Amnesty International, explained that the European Union is held responsible for the

detention of many refugees and asylum seekers in Libya, because of the agreement. 

On the same day, Wednesday the 2nd of February, the head of Libya's human rights commission

said to reject the idea of renewing a migration deal between Libya and Italy. Italy plans to renew

the deal for three more years, without making any changes to the document. However, many

NGOs and other humanitarian organizations, in line with the Libya Human Rights Commission, call

for a change of the agreement. They are hoping that the European Union will create stricter

restrictions in order to help eliminate detention centres and the use of what some call systematic

tortures on refugees. (Africa News, InfoMigrants)

LIBYA

63 migrants rescued by Moroccan navy
On February 1st, 63 people were rescued by the Moroccan navy as their boat started to sink in the

proximity of the Moroccan coast. Among them, 15 were women and three children. Alarm Phone,

an emergency hotline dedicated to migrants at sea, reported on Twitter that they were ‘safely

brought to shore’. The route from Morocco to the Canary Islands is becoming more and more

popular among migrants that try to reach Europe, regardless of the danger it poses, as shorter

routes in the Mediterranean Sea are extensively under surveillance by both European and North

African authorities. 

According to the data collected by Spanish NGO Caminando Fronteras, 4,404 migrants have died

in the attempt to reach Spain in 2021 - more than double the victims than the previous year

(Middle East Eye, InfoMigrants).

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

https://www.africanews.com/2022/02/03/libya-rights-chief-denounces-migrant-deal-with-italy/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/38295/human-rights-organizations-denounce-libyaeu-cooperation-agreements-on-fiveyear-anniversary
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/morocco-children-among-sixty-three-rescued-sinking-ship
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/37604/death-toll-of-migrants-trying-to-reach-spain-doubles-in-2021
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Release of report on Israel's human rights condition and debate about

Apartheid
On February 1st, both Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International released a report of the

situation of Palestine and Israel, to prepare the review of Israel made by the United Nations

Human Rights Committee. These publications provide a general overview of the situation of

human rights in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory. 

In the report, Amnesty International mentioned apartheid. It led to vigorous opposition from the

American Leaders of the Congress. Several US Lawmakers released statements rejecting

Amnesty's findings and this particular use of words. Al Jazeera stated that this situation illustrates

the amount of support Israel has in the USA. However, despite the charges made against

Amnesty, the apartheid charge against Israel will not disappear, reported the media. (AlJazeera,

AlJazeera, HRW)

PALESTINE

Human rights organizations call for a ‘fair trial’ of whistleblower Abdullah

Ibhais
On February 2nd, HRW and other human rights organizations called upon Qatari authorities and

FIFA, demanding a ‘last chance to ensure a fair trial’ for whistleblower Abdullah Ibhais, before

the start of the 2022 football World Cup. 

Abdullah Ibhais was sentenced to jail in April 2021 for bribery and misuse of funds, which he

strongly denies. The case is now heading to Qatar’s final Court of Appeal, but HRW and

FairSquare are denouncing a ‘flawed judgment’, the trial using a confession obtained under

coercion. The Court refused pieces of evidence illustrating the whistleblower’s coercion and

pressure. “The Qatari justice system is responsible for protecting the rights not just of Ibhais, but

of thousands of people connected with the World Cup,” claimed Michael Page, deputy Middle

East director at Human Rights Watch. The rights association, along with the Ibhais family,

demand a fair trial and raise awareness about the ex media officer's situation. (HRW)

QATAR

Image Source: BBC

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/1/israel-carrying-out-apartheid-against-palestinians-amnesty
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/5/amnesty-report-on-israeli-apartheid-gets-bipartisan-us-fury
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/03/submission-human-rights-watch-united-nations-human-rights-committee-advance-its
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/02/fifa/qatar-last-chance-ensure-fair-trial-whistleblower
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-59669307
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Security forces perpetrate abuses and violence towards peaceful protests
Human Rights Watch reports an excessive use of unnecessary force - including lethal, on behalf

of the national security forces against people participating in peaceful demonstrations in the

Sudanese capital. Since the military coup that took place on October 25th, several protests have

occurred all over the country, especially in Khartoum. Security forces have repeatedly

suppressed such demonstrations, causing the death of 79 people so far - including a woman and

nine children. Only on January 17th, the deadliest day to date, seven deaths were recorded.

Moreover, unarmed and peaceful demonstrators were subjected to live ammunitions, beating,

arresting and teargas by anti-riot police. 

Following these events, around 150 prosecutors, judges and legal advisers from the Ministry of

Justice required just and valid investigations, as well as prosecutorial supervision over detention

and crowd control. According to a persecutor interviewed by HRW though, accountability

processes are severely undermined by the involvement of several forces - especially military

units, in these cases. On their behalf, security forces have dismissed such accusations, declaring

that they just applied the ‘appropriate amount of force’. According to Mohamed Osman, Sudan

researcher at HRW, this is ‘emboldened by years of impunity, and a meek international response

to their coup’, which allows Sudanese military leaders to keep committing ‘grave crimes against

civilians without consequences’. (HRW) 

SUDAN 

ISIS leader killed in US-led raid
ISIS leader, Abu Ibrahim al-Hashemi al-Quraishi, was killed on February 3rd, in northeast Syria.
The attack was launched early in the morning by US soldiers helped by the Syrian Democratic
Forces, a Kurdish military group. According to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, the
explosion also resulted in 12 civilian casualties including members of al-Quraishi’s family. The ISIS
leader allegedly blew himself up, when US forces approached his home. The US Army used
helicopter commandos, instead of a bomb attack. Bomb attacks have higher security concerning
finding the target but would have harmed more civilians. 

Al-Quraishi’s death happened two and a half years after former ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi was killed in a US military operation. The two ISIS leaders both found shelter in Idlib
Province at the border with Turkey, in a territory under the control of the Islamist terrorist group. 

American President Joe Biden explained in a press conference the circumstances around the ISIS
leader’s death. He said: “Knowing that the terrorist had chosen to surround himself with families,
including children, we made a choice to pursue a Special Forces raid at a much a greater risk to
our own people rather than targeting him with an airstrike". 

Despite al-Quraishi’s death that might potentially weaken the terrorist organization, ISIS remains
a dangerous group in the region with between 6.000 and 10.000 fighters across Iraq and Syria
according to a UN report published two days after the attack. (CNN, SOHR)

SYRIA

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/03/sudan-ongoing-clampdown-peaceful-protesters
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/03/world/syria-us-special-forces-raid-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.syriahr.com/en/238057/
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Osman Kavala’s detention causes infringement charges for Turkey
The Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers’ gathered this Wednesday, February 2nd and
voted to begin infringement proceedings regarding Turkey’s inability to free human rights
defender Osman Kavala. 

Osman Kavala is a Turkish businessman, sentenced to jail in October 2017 in Turkey, without trial.
Kavala is accused by Turkish president Recept Tayyip Erdogan of ‘financing terrorism’ and
political participation ‘destabilizing Turkey’. The European Court of Human Rights immediately
condemned Kavala’s detention.

It has been already two years since the ECHR’s judgment has been fighting to free Osman Kavala
and fully restore his rights, with great struggles. Therefore, for the second time in its history, the
Council of Europe decided to take disciplinary action against Turkey. It means that the case is
sent back to the ECHR for now and if the European Court confirms Turkey’s failure to respect
human rights, the Committee of Ministers could take various sanctions against the country. (HRW)

TURKEY

Iraqi group responsible for UAE drone attacks 
A shadow group linked with pro-Iran armed factions in Iraq launched four drones against the
UAE. The group, Alwiyat al-Waad al-Haq, confirmed in a press release that 'the people of the
Arabian Peninsula launched a strike against the state of the 'Emirates of evil''. 

The UAE officials announced they intercepted and destroyed the drones. However, this attack
underlines a recent dangerous escalation in the region. Three workers were killed in Abu Dhabi on
January 17th in a drone attack and several missiles were intercepted in the last week of January
by Emiratis. These two attacks were revendicated by Houthi rebels from Yemen.

As a response to the attacks, the USA and France – two of the closest UAE allies – have sent
military help to the Gulf state. Washington sent missile destroyers and fighter jets while Paris will
help secure Emirati airspace with aerial surveillance using jets stationed in the French military
base in Abu Dhabi. (CNN, MEE)

UAE

Image Source: Amnesty International

https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/02/02/turkey-council-europe-votes-infringement-process
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/02/02/middleeast/uae-drone-interception-intl/index.html
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/yemen-uae-blocks-drone-attack-claimed-iraqi-militia
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/latest/news/2021/11/turkey-failure-to-release-osman-kavala-must-prompt-infringement-proceedings/
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