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Human Rights Watch condemns religious directives cracking down on women

and media freedom
In a statement released on November 22, 2021, Human Rights Watch condemned the Taliban's

religious directive restricting women's freedom and media expression. 

The Taliban's Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice, formerly the Ministry of

Women's Affairs, issued a directive on November 21, 2021, prohibiting the release of films that are

"contrary to Islamic or Afghan values”. The directive forbids the non-use of the hijab for female

journalists appearing on television. Ministry spokesman Akif Muhajir said that "these are not

rules but a religious guideline”. It also bans the portrayal of female actors in Afghan films and

soap operas. 

In a November 25 article, Al Jazeera noted concerns expressed by Afghan women and women's

rights activists about the treatment of women journalists in Afghanistan.

In a statement released on 25 November, Amnesty International urged the international

community to live up to its long-term commitment to women's rights in Afghanistan. The

statements come ahead of the development of a campaign highlighting the achievements of 16

Afghan women who have worked to uphold human rights. 
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/22/afghanistan-taliban-crackdown-media-worsens-0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/22/afghanistan-taliban-crackdown-media-worsens-0
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/22/afghanistan-taliban-crackdown-media-worsens-0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/afghanistan-women-call-on-the-international-community-to-support-womens-rights-amid-ongoing-taliban-suppression/
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22 individuals sentenced to death under accusations of being militants
On the 25th of November, an Egyptian court condemned 22 alleged militia members to death,

among which a former police officer, according to news agency Al-Arabiya. The verdict cannot

be overturned, which means that the individuals will be hung. 

According to the Court, the men are guilty of committing 54 terrorist operations all over Egypt.

Among these actions were the killing of a senior police officer and the attempted assassination of

former Interior Minister Mohamed Ibrahim. The men are allegedly members of the Ansar Beit al-

Maqdis group, which supports ISIS. In the same trial, 118 others were found guilty and got

sentenced to several years of jail, up to lifelong. 

Egypt has been waging a brutal battle in North Sinai for years, which erupted following the

army's 2013 overthrow of Islamist President Mohamed Morsi. The sentenced men were condemned

to death as they are siding with North Sinai. According to Al-Arabiya, already 1,073 suspected

militants and dozens of security personnel have been killed.

The news agency quotes Amnesty International by saying that Egypt has the third-highest

number of executions in the world, after only China and Iran. According to Amnesty

International, Egyptian authorities executed at least 107 individuals in 2020.

EGYPT

Image Source: Egypt Justice

https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2021/11/25/Egypt-sentences-22-extremists-to-death-Judicial-source-


A C H R S  |  P A G E  0 5  

Arman Abdolali executed, accused of juvenile offence
On the 24th of November, Arman Abdolali was executed in Rajai Shahr prison. Abdolali had

been sentenced to death in 2016 at the age of 17 for the alleged murder of his girlfriend

Ghazaleh Shakour in 2013. His confession to the murder had been reached under torture.

Shakour's body was never found. 

Abdolali was arrested despite calls from UN human rights experts, including an October appeal

from the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran to

halt Abdolali's execution. 

Abdolali is the second alleged juvenile offender to be executed in 2021. According to sources to

Iran Human Rights, Abdolali was transferred to solitary confinement the evening before his

execution, and his family was not allowed to visit him. 

In a response to Abdolali's execution, Iran Human Rights director, Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam

said "Execution of Arman Abdolali is an international crime. Besides being executed for an alleged

offense committed at under 18 years of age which is a violation of international law, Arman was

sentenced to death based on confessions extracted under torture, without a fair trial and due

process, and his repeated transfers for execution and then returning him without any explanation

by the authorities is psychological torture. Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and Head of the

judiciary Ebramin Raeisi must be held accountable for these crimes".

IRAN

Arman Abdolali

Image Source: Iran Human Rights

https://www.iranhr.net/en/articles/4986/
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2021/11/24/Iran-executes-teen-offender-despite-pleas-from-rights-groups
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Human rights group report shows targeting of civil society in Iraq
On the 25th of November, the Gulf Centre for Human Rights issued a report on the state of

human rights in Iraq. It is the first issue on the topic of human rights in Iraq since January 2020.

Many events have happened since then such as the Covid-19 pandemic and the recent

parliamentary election in October. The report presents multiple cases of human rights violations

towards civil society and human rights activists who have been unjustly prosecuted or killed and

academic and public officials being targeted of violence. Especially journalists and civil society

activists are being targeted, but GCHR have observed an extension of sectors being targeted

because of impunity and lack of accountability for the perpetrators. The report draws a

connection from these violations to a general systematic and structural violence and urges for a

change in society on especially an institutional level. 

Furthermore, the report documents how multiple demonstrations have taken place in Baghdad

after the election on the 19th of October, and the demonstrations were often met with violence. 

The GCHR recommends the Iraqi state to pursue full protection of journalists, activists, and

demonstrators and their freedom of speech, the protection and enhancement of children’s rights

and to fight domestic violence, to bring all perpetrators of crimes in court to stand accountable,

and to respect the constitutional obligations to respect fundamental human rights. 

IRAQ

Demonstrations against water and energy cooperation with Israel

On the 26th of November, demonstrations were held in Amman, protesting the signing of a

declaration between Jordan, the UAE and Israel concerning water and energy supplies. The

demonstrators protested against the normalization of relations with Israel and stressed the

government to find alternative solutions to the lack of water than to cooperate with Israel, which

they called the “Zionist entity”. 

The declaration in question is a diplomatic project, initiated to examine the feasibility of exchange

in water supplies and energy sources. This would mean that Jordan would receive 200 million

cubic meters of water through the project, whereas they currently receive 45 million cubic

meters. The water supplies are already scarce as the average annual water supply in Jordan is

80 cubic meters per person whereas the global average is 500 cubic meters per person.

Furthermore, through an Emirati government-owned firm, MASDAR, there will be building a

massive solar farm in the Jordanian desert to supply Israel with energy. 

The protesters were mostly students but multiple political parties were also represented, and the

span was approximately 3000 people in front of the Husseini Mosque in downtown Amman. 

JORDAN

https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2889
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordanians-protest-water-energy-deal-israel
https://www.jordannews.jo/Section-109/News/Friday-protesters-say-normalization-is-not-answer-to-Jordan-s-problems-10296
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1973331/middle-east
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Rights group: authorities arbitrarily detain and intimidate individuals in

recent crackdowns
The Kuwaiti State Security Bureau has arbitrarily arrested two individuals, whose whereabouts

are unknown, and intimidated an academic, according to the Gulf Center for Human Rights

(GCHR). 

On the 21st of November, the State Security Bureau arbitrarily detained two individuals in

separate cases. According to GCHR, Abdulamir Al-Attar was arbitrarily arrested in front of a

place worship place and taken to an unknown place. Later the same day, Ghulam Ali, an

immigrant Afghan citizen and guard at the same place to worship, was also arbitrarily arrested

and taken to an unknown destination. Their whereabouts, the reason for their arrest as well as

what they are charged for, are unknown.

One day earlier, on the 20th of November, the President of the Kuwait Association for

Information Security and Professor of the Faculty of Computer Science and Engineering at

Kuwait University, Dr Safaa Zaman, was interrogated. She was charged with allegations of

undermining citizens’ security, spreading false news, undermining the state’s prestige as well as

offending relations with Egypt. She was then released without being informed whether she was

officially charged. 

Dr Safaa Zalam had earlier done a TV appearance, underscoring issues of electronic servers, that

are affiliated with the Egyptian Civil Service Commission. 

KUWAIT

Dr Safaa Zalam

Image Source: Gulf Centre for Human Rights 

https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2885
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UNICEF: Crisis creates deterioration in children's rights
On the 23rd of November, UNICEF released a report on the current status of children’s rights in

Lebanon, named ‘Surviving without the Basics’, leaving no doubt about their conclusions. The

current crisis in Lebanon has led to an increase of children being sent to work to provide for their

families, more children who live in hunger and fewer children getting the healthcare they need.

The UN children’s rights organisation states that the outcome is not surprising; skyrocketing

inflation leaves families with no choice. Up to 40% of households have had to sell household items

or borrow money to get by. As a result, a sevenfold increase in children working to provide for

their families has taken place between April and October of this year, threatening their

education. With increasing working hours, there is no more time left to go to school. Al Jazeera

states that an estimate of 700.000 children’s education is threatened. 

As the government is gradually lifting subsidies on medicine, essential healthcare products have

also increased massively in price, leaving up to 30% of children without their primary healthcare.

According to UNICEF’s report, Syrian children living in Lebanon are hit even harder by the crisis,

as these families generally had less, to begin with.

LEBANON

Image Source: AL Jazeera

https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/press-releases/lebanon-unicef-survey-highlights-childrens-ever-worsening-situation-dramatic
https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/reports/surviving-without-basics
https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/reports/surviving-without-basics
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/23/unicef-generation-of-children-at-stake-in-lebanon-crisis
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Rights groups send evidence of war crimes against migrants and refugees in

Libya to the ICC
On November 23, three human rights groups and survivors sent evidence to the International

Criminal Court (ICC) of war crimes committed against migrants and refugees in Libya. In

collaboration with survivors, the three organisations, the European Center for Constitutional and

Human Rights (ECCHR), the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and Lawyers for

Justice in Libya (LFJL) sent in a communication, describing crimes "which may amount to crimes

against humanity". The communication furthermore names 19 Libyan individuals, alleged of the

crimes, including militia chiefs. 

The same day, the organisations published a joint report, including first-hand accounts from

survivors. Here, they argue that "EU policies have trapped migrants and refugees in Libya and

thus significantly contribute to this grave situation". 

The communication and the report describe crimes committed against refugees and migrants,

including detention, enslavement, extortion and torture, arguing that this has become a source of

revenue in the conflict economy of Libya. 

In 2019, lawyers called for an ICC investigation into the European Union's migration policy.

Lawyers claim that EU officials are responsible for the deaths of migrants on land and at sea, as

well as guilty of rape and torture of migrants by the Libyan coast guard which is funded by

European taxpayers.

Libya is not a member of the court based in The Hague where the United Nations Security

Council opened its investigation in the country. The ICC is a court of last resort. Chantal Meloni,

Senior Legal Counsel for the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights said, "We

strongly believe that only the ICC can address the complexity of the criminal system aimed at

exploiting the human suffering of migrants and refugees in Libya."

LIBYA

https://www.fidh.org/en/region/north-africa-middle-east/libya/migrants-and-refugees-in-libya-face-crimes-against-humanity-icc-must
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/no_way_out_migrants_and_refugees_trapped_in_libya_face_crimes_against_humanity_en.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-africa-crime-libya-europe-2acdadce5904a7ec40eea7a6b289642d
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Human Rights Watch: Independent Moroccan journalist unfairly prosecuted 
On the 25th of November, Human Rights Watch reported how the independent Moroccan

journalist Omar Radi has been unjustly prosecuted and is now convicted with a sentence of 6

years. Omar Radi was charged with undermining state security and sexual assault on July 19th

and was set to appear before the Court of Appeals on November 25th. However, Human Rights

Watch argues that Omar Radi's rights are being violated in court in several ways, including what

they see as “Defendant Denied Access to the Case File”, “Key Defense Witness Disqualified”,

“Evidence Ignored”, “Defense Witness Rejected”, “Examination of Prosecution Witness Denied”

and “Speculative Court Reasoning”. 

Furthermore, according to Human Rights Watch, the accusations of sexual assault are based on a

consensual relationship in which Radi engaged in with a female colleague, but the authorities

linked this relation to the additional accusations even though they are not related. 

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Israel approves new settlement constructions in the West Bank 
On Friday, the Palestinian Authorities condemned the Israeli approval of the construction of 372

settlements in the southern West Bank city of Hebron. 

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a press statement that Israel’s move “is an

extension of the process of deepening and expanding illegal settlements in the heart of the

old city of Hebron”. This “provocative” move came a few days after Israel approved the

construction of 11,000 units on the land of the closed Qalandia Airport (also known as Jerusalem

International Airport) in East Jerusalem. 

The UN and several human rights organizations, such as Human Rights Watch, have condemned

the Israeli constructions of settlements, illegal under international law. 

PALESTINE

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/25/morocco-journalist-prison-after-unfair-trial
https://cpj.org/2021/07/moroccan-journalist-omar-radi-sentenced-to-6-years-in-prison-imad-stitou-convicted-of-complicity/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20211127-pa-condemns-new-israel-settlements-in-hebron/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/palestine-condemns-israel-for-approving-settlement-units-in-west-bank-121112700174_1.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/11/1104792
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/27/threshold-crossed/israeli-authorities-and-crimes-apartheid-and-persecution
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HRW calls for the protection of LGBT Qataris up to 2022 World Cup 
On the 24th of November, Human Rights Watch issued an article, calling on the Qatari

authorities to protect LGBT Qataris up to the 2022 World Cup. 

Last year,  the Qatari government declared that it would be permitted to wave the rainbow-

coloured flag at the stadiums at the World Cup in 2022. This action is part of a line of

requirements set by FIFA if Qatar wants to host the World Cup. But Human Rights Watch and

other human rights organizations call on Qatar to have a permanent change, also for LGBT

Qataris 

Last month, The Daily Mail interviewed a homosexual Qatari who told about the state and current

situation for LGBTQ people in Qatar. Both social and structural rights are being violated and more

online platforms are being closed resulting in a dissolution of the LGBT community in Qatar. 

QATAR

US to review bombing of Syria civilians in 2019
On the 29th of November, the American Secretary of Defence, Lloyd Austin ordered a review of

the American bombing of Baghouz in March 2019, which killed around 64 civilians. 

This happens after the New York Times earlier this month documented how the US had not only

killed civilians in the bombings but concealed the investigation of these bombings, killing “a large

crowd of women and children huddled against a river bank”. The bombing happened during the

battle for the last ISIS strongholds. 

SYRIA 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/24/lgbt-qataris-call-foul-ahead-2022-world-cup
https://www.espn.com/soccer/fifa-world-cup/story/4258559/2022-world-cup-qatar-to-allow-lgbtq-displaysrainbow-flags-in-stadiums
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10076051/Damning-testimonies-reveal-truth-Qatars-expensive-PR-gloss.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/29/pentagon-to-review-deadly-2019-us-bombings-in-syria
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/13/us/us-airstrikes-civilian-deaths.html


Turkey condemned by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) for the

arbitrary pre-trial detention of 427 judges
On November 23, Turkey was condemned by the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) for

arbitrarily detaining 427 judges on suspicion of belonging to FETO. The acronym Feto is used by

the Turkish authorities to refer to the Fethullah Gülen terrorist organization. FETO is accused by

Ankara of having supervised the attempted putsch in 2016.

Seven European judges unanimously considered that Ankara had violated the right to freedom of

these judges, guaranteed by the European Convention on Human Rights signed by the 47 member

states of the Council of Europe, including Turkey. According to the court, these detentions were

not decided "in accordance with a procedure provided by law" and were not "strictly

required by the exigencies of the situation". 

The ECHR recalled the fundamental importance of ensuring the legal security of judges "given the

importance of the judiciary in a democratic state". The court condemned Ankara to pay 5 000

euros to each of the interested parties for moral damages. The detentions, the court noted, were

not decided "in accordance with a procedure provided for by law" and were not "strictly required

by the exigencies of the situation". The ECHR recalled that "the requirements of legal certainty"

are even more important when it comes to violations of the independence of the judiciary, given

the importance of the judiciary in a democratic state. The court ordered Ankara to pay 5,000

euros to each of the parties concerned for moral damages.

After the failed coup of July 15, 2016, tens of thousands of people had been arrested, in

unprecedented purges against alleged supporters of Fethullah Gülen.

On this occasion, a decree led to the dismissal of 2,847 judges, suspected of belonging to

FETO, the government considering this commitment "incompatible with the principle of

impartiality", the ECHR recalls. In the following months, 1,393 other magistrates were dismissed,

according to the Court.
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https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22tabview%22:%5B%22document%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22002-13486%22%5D%7D
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22tabview%22:%5B%22document%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22002-13486%22%5D%7D
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22tabview%22:%5B%22document%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22002-13486%22%5D%7D
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22tabview%22:%5B%22document%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22002-13486%22%5D%7D
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/fre#%7B%22tabview%22:%5B%22document%22%5D,%22itemid%22:%5B%22002-13486%22%5D%7D
https://www.socialpost.news/european-court-of-human-rights-on-legal-detention-turkey-must-pay-compensation/
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2021/11/23/la-cedh-condamne-la-turquie-pour-la-detention-provisoire-arbitraire-de-427-magistrats_6103294_3210.html


Alleged torturer Ahmed Naser al-Raisi elected President of Interpol for a

four years term
Major General Ahmed Naser al-Raisi, Inspector General of the Ministry of Interior of the United

Arab Emirates, was elected president of the international criminal police organization Interpol on

November 25 at its annual General Assembly in Istanbul. Interpol said al-Raisi was elected for a

four-year term after three rounds of voting. He received 68.9% of the votes cast in the last round.

General al-Raisi is the target of multiple complaints of torture. He is accused of orchestrating the

torture of human rights defenders and prisoners of conscience in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).

 

On November 16, 2021, groups of European deputies criticized the candidacy of UAE Interior

Ministry official Al Raisi for the presidency of the International Criminal Police Organization

(Interpol). 

Hu Binchen, an official in China's Ministry of Public Security, was elected to join Interpol's

executive committee as a delegate from Asia. Hu has been endorsed by the Chinese government,

which is suspected of using Interpol to hunt down exiled dissidents and make its citizens

disappear.

The director of the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD), Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei,

believes that "appointing Al-Raisi as president of Interpol despite his involvement in the

illegal imprisonment of Emirati opponents in appalling conditions sends a dangerous

message. No one will be safe from Interpol and dictatorial regimes anymore". "A sad day

for human rights," said Hiba Zayadin, Gulf researcher for the NGO Human Rights Watch, who

lamented the election of "arguably the most authoritarian government in the Gulf. The Guardian

describes the election as a victory for Emirati soft power.

London lawyer Dixon has filed a complaint against Al Raisi on behalf of two British citizens. The

first is Matthew Hedges, an academic arrested in 2018, tortured and then sentenced, after seven

months in detention to life imprisonment for "espionage" before being pardoned and deported.

The second is Ali Issa Ahmad, a soccer supporter who came to attend the Asian Cup of Nations

in 2019, attacked by police officers in the street and then arrested and detained in conditions for

wearing a T-shirt in the colours of Qatar in the midst of a diplomatic crisis with the country.

The election of Al Risi could force France to sue Al Raisi. Indeed, two complaints against the new

president of Interpol for alleged torture were filed in Paris and Lyon and were dismissed by the

prosecutor's office on the grounds of lack of jurisdiction. However, a 2010 law makes the

universal jurisdiction of French courts in matters of torture conditional on the "presence" in France

of the person against whom the complaint is made.
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https://icfuae.org.uk/news/german-mps-sign-petition-against-uae-candidate-interpol
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/25/interpol-appoints-emirati-general-accused-torture-president-ahmed-nasser-al-raisi
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-59417409
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/25/interpols-president-alleged-torturer-rises-as-symbol-of-uae-soft-power
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/25/interpols-president-alleged-torturer-rises-as-symbol-of-uae-soft-power
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/nov/25/interpols-president-alleged-torturer-rises-as-symbol-of-uae-soft-power
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2021/11/26/l-election-a-la-tete-d-interpol-d-un-emirati-accuse-de-torture-est-source-d-embarras-pour-la-france_6103661_3210.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/interpol-elects-uae-official-president-despite-rights-groups-concerns-2021-11-25/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/25/interpol-emirati-general-accused-of-torture-elected-president
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Houthi forces attacked and displaced villagers
On November 24, Human Rights Watch said that Houthi rebels have fired "artillery and ballistic

missiles indiscriminately into populated areas". Since September there have been confrontations

between Houthi forces and the Yemeni government, killing civilians, including women and

children. Yemen's researcher at Human Rights Watch, Afrah Nasser said that "Civilians and

displaced people in Marib have been caught in the crosshairs for almost two years, some of whom

have suffered severe deprivation and the blocking humanitarian aid".

The month of October was the most chaotic, causing the death of more than 100 civilians were

killed or injured, including children. They also stated that the Houthi forces besieged 35,000

inhabitants, preventing civilians from having access to food, fuel and other basic products.

International humanitarian aid organizations expressed concern about the crisis in Yemen as

thousands of families remain blocked by Houthi forces.

Humanitarian needs are saturated in the city of Marib. The city is home to overcrowded camps of

internally displaced people and this affects the urban structure, making the population more

vulnerable.

YEMEN

Image Source: BBC

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/24/yemen-houthi-forces-attack-displace-villagers
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