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UN envoy notes Islamic State deployment in all provinces of Afghanistan
 On November 17, the UN envoy to Afghanistan gave an assessment of the deployment rate of

the Islamic State in Khorassan (ISKP) to the UN Security Council. According to the assessment,

the ISKP is established in the vast majority of the country.

The UN envoy, Deborah Lyons, said, "[o]nce limited to a few provinces and the capital, ISKP

now seems to be present in nearly all provinces, and increasingly active." She also expressed

scepticism about the Taliban's ability to protect their territory from the Islamic State. She noted

that the number of attacks by the group has increased from 60 strikes in 2020 to 334 this year.

Deborah Lyons lamented the Taliban's defence strategy, telling the UN Security Council that it

relied "heavily on extrajudicial detentions and killings" of suspected ISKP fighters. 

Lyons urged the international community to keep attention on Afghan security problems and

alerted the international community to the impacts of the winter on the humanitarian situation.

Furthermore, she expressed concern about the impact of economic problems on the proliferation

of terrorism in Afghanistan. According to Lyons, drought and economic recession could provide

fertile ground for drug trafficking and the establishment of the ISKP.

This assessment comes after the ISKP claimed responsibility for two explosions that targeted

predominantly Shiite areas in Kabul, killing one person and wounding six others. 
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Detained human rights defender on two-day hunger strike 
On the 16th of November, the Bahraini-Danish human rights defender Abdulhadi al-Khawaja

started his hunger strike in Jaw Prison, Bahrain, protesting that he was not allowed to have

phone calls outside prison. However, on the 18th of November, Al-Khawaja’s right to have phone

calls were reinstated, why he ended his hunger strike. 

Al-Khawaja has since 2011 served a lifetime sentence in Bahrani prison due to his involvement

in the country’s 2011 pro-democracy protests. Al-Khawaja is the former president of the Bahrain

Center for Human Rights and a founder of the Gulf Center for Human Rights.

BAHRAIN

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-envoy-says-islamic-state-now-appears-present-all-afghan-provinces-2021-11-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-envoy-says-islamic-state-now-appears-present-all-afghan-provinces-2021-11-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/two-blasts-hit-afghan-capital-kabul-officials-say-2021-11-17/
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2879
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2879
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/detained-human-rights-defender-abdulhadi-al-khawaja-begins-hunger-strike
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Human Rights Watch condemns decision to make Egypt host of UN climate

summit 
Last week, Egypt was officially selected as the host country for the next international climate

summit (COP27). Human Rights Watch (HRW) has released a statement against this decision. The

organization claims that Egyptian President Al-Sisi has brutally crushed the participation of civil

society by placing significant limits on nonprofit groups' activities, arbitrarily imprisoning human

rights activists and limiting access to hundreds of websites; “actions that are incompatible with

the principles of transparency, openness, and inclusion required to host United Nations Climate

Change Conferences”. Also, Egypt did not sign two of the COP26 meeting's key agreements, one

on eliminating deforestation by 2030 and another on decreasing methane emissions by 30%.

HRW argues that these actions not only oppress Egyptians but also worldwide civil engagement.

Looking at the recent COP26 in Glasgow, where many grassroots street demonstrations took

place, HRW fears that these will not be able to take place at COP27. Foremost, because of

Egypt’s anti-protest law, but also because Egypt plans on organizing the event in the small and

remote “resorts-town” Sharm-al-Skeikh. 

In response to the decision, HRW urges countries to pressure Egypt to release the thousands of

individuals imprisoned purely for enjoying their right to freedom of expression and peaceful

assembly and to suspend criminal procedures against civil society activists, before agreeing to

attend COP27.

EGYPT

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/14/egypt-rampant-abuses-make-poor-climate-host
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Activist Narges Mohammadi arrested on anniversary of 2019 protests 
On the 16th of November, human rights defender, Narges Mohammadi was arrested in the city

of Karaj during a ceremony, honouring protesters killed during the Iranian demonstrations in 2019.  

Mohammadi has been sentenced to 30 months in prison and 80 lashes. Mohammadi is being held

in solitary confinement in the Evin prison, run by the intelligence service of the Iranian

Revolutionary Guard Corps. 

Mohammadi is the deputy director and spokesperson of the Defenders of Human Rights Centre in

Iran and has campaigned on the abolition of the death penalty in Iran. 

 

The director of the Center for Human Rights in Iran, Ebrahim Raisi, said that "By arresting Narges

on the anniversary of these historic protests, Iran's brutal security establishment is sending a

clear message to the world: peaceful dissent will be punished as a crime under President Ebrahim

Raisi".

Mohammadi has been repeatedly harassed and attacked by security agents since she was

released from prison in October 2020. In a February video message, Mohammadi detailed how

other security officers in jail beat her for participating in a peaceful sit-in inside Evin prison in

December 2019.

IRAN

Narges Mohammadi

Image Source: IFEX

https://iranhumanrights.org/2021/11/renowned-activist-narges-mohammadi-arrested-on-anniversary-of-historic-protests/
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/narges-mohammadi-physically-assaulted-arrested-and-detained-solitary-confinement-imminent-risk


Child labour increases among exposed families 
On the 20th of November, Jordan Labor Watch issued a report about child labour in the

country, showing an increase in child labour among exposed and vulnerable Jordanian families.

The report underscored how the CoVid-19 pandemic has caused an increase in poverty and,

thereby, an increase in child labour on the Jordanian labour market. Furthermore, the Darsak

Platform, a social initiative to combat child labour, initiated online classes for children but has only

managed to reach 70% of the children online, as 30% (44.000 children) have been unable to

attend classes remotely. 

According to Al-Jazeera, the unemployment rate among Jordanian youth is a staggering 53.7%,

while the general unemployment rate is 24.8%. Meanwhile, as the parents are unemployed it is

easier for children to find labour because of the low wages for children. This forces parents of

vulnerable families to send their children to find work. 

Jordan Labor Watch states to Al-Jazeera how the living conditions of Jordanians are

deteriorating which consequently increases child labour. Many social initiatives are helping and

supporting the exposed families, but statistics from the Jordan Labor Watch’s report indicates

that child labour is an increasing problem in Jordan. In 2016 the National Child Labor Survey

found 76.000 children are exposed to child labour, and multiple sources have reason to believe

the number has doubled since especially given the Covid-19 pandemic. 
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Charity workers arbitrarily arrested 
Between the 4th and 8th of November, eight charity workers, collecting and distributing

donations to vulnerable individuals and communities, were arrested by the Kuwaiti State

Security Service. The eight charity workers are of old age and are being held without a charge,

despite ill health. 

Even though the public prosecution has not yet brought any formal charges against the eight

charity workers, local sources have confirmed to Gulf Centre for Human Rights, that the members

face charges of terrorism and money laundering. 

The eight arbitrarily arrested charity workers are the head of the charitable committee, Habib

Ghazanfari, Jassem Dashti, Mousa Al-Masri, Khaled Al-Baghli, Adel Dashti, Jamal Al-Shatti,

Anwar Al-Hazeem, and Jalal Jamal. 

KUWAIT

http://labor-watch.net/en/read-news/151901
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/18/child-labour-on-rise-among-jordans-most-vulnerable
https://www.jordannews.jo/Section-109/News/Child-labor-on-rise-due-to-pandemic-10010
https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/2881
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Lebanese government cuts medicine-subsidies
On the 18th of November, Reuters, Aljazeera and Al-Arabiya reported on the decision of the

Lebanese government to cut a large part of the medical subsidies. The news agencies fear grave

consequences for the population. Without these subsidies, many essential medicines become

unaffordable as prices skyrocket.

As Al-Arabiya describes, Najib Mikati’s government has been reducing subsidies on basic and

essential necessities, such as petrol and medicines. However, with these reductions, a social

safety net should be in place, which the government is yet to offer. Also hospitals struggle with

the cuts: Beirut’s Rafik Hariri University Hospital has endured power cuts, medical shortages and

its staff emigrating to other countries for better job opportunities, but the lift of subsidies as well

will likely result in a rise of deaths, as medicines cannot be provided.

While the Minister of Health, Firass Abiad, states that the cut is a crime, he declared it

unavoidable and financially necessary in order to get medicines that have been missing from the

market for months to become available again in the coming weeks. However, people fear this will

not be enough. Even if the drugs reappear on the market, people will not be able to afford them. 

LEBANON

Image source: Al Arabiya

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/people-will-be-harmed-lebanon-cuts-medicine-subsidies-2021-11-18/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/19/doctors-fear-surge-in-deaths-after-lebanon-lifts-drug-subsidies
https://english.alarabiya.net/features/2021/11/18/-People-will-be-harmed-as-Lebanon-s-cash-strapped-government-cuts-medicine-subsidies
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/19/doctors-fear-surge-in-deaths-after-lebanon-lifts-drug-subsidies
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/people-will-be-harmed-lebanon-cuts-medicine-subsidies-2021-11-18/
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Continuing harassment of Sahrawi human rights defenders 
On the 15th of November, Front Line Defenders issued an urgent appeal on the harassment and

detainment of Sahrawi human rights defenders, Hamza Bouhriga, Jamal Ahrouch and Jalal

Bouchaab. 

The three activists were arrested on the 14th of September 2021 in their homes, accused of

“unlawful assembly” after their participation in peaceful protests on the 9th of September. Front

Line Defenders believe they have been arrested solely for their fight for human rights and the

rights of the Sahrawi people, and their exercise of freedom of speech. 

On November 4th, Hamza Bouhriga and Jamal Ahrouch attended a virtual hearing with the

Criminal Chamber of Gulemim, where the quality of the session was so bad that the defendants

and the prosecutor could not hear each other. According to Sahrawi activists, this is a method

that is used increasingly against political prisoners, in order for the judges to have leeway and

free interpretation of what the accused activists are saying. On the 9th of November, the Court

of Appeals in Gulemim in Morocco rescheduled the appeal of hearing for the three human rights

defenders to the 16th November. 

Last week the Sahrawi activist Sultana Khaya and her family were also attacked and physically

and sexually violated in their home by Moroccan authorities. Khaya has been on de facto house

arrest for more than a year, and this case is not the first time Khaya and her family encounters

Moroccan authorities in this manner. 

MOROCCO AND WESTERN SAHARA

Palestinian detainee Miqdad al-Qawasmi ends hunger strike after 113 days 
The Palestinian lawyer and human rights advocate, Salah Hammouri, is at risk of imminent

deportation from Palestine. This comes after Israeli authorities have accused Hammouri of a

"breach of allegiance to the State of Israel" as well as he is being described as a "security

threat". 

Hammouri cannot leave Ramallah due to fear of being deported. He told Al Jazeera “I can’t visit

my home and family in Jerusalem, and I can’t leave the country to travel to France to see my wife

and children because I will not be allowed to return,”

Hammouri, who is born and raised in Jerusalem, was last year officially notified of the interior

ministry's intention to revoke his Jerusalem residency. 

PALESTINE

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/continued-detention-and-judicial-harassment-against-human-rights-defenders-hamza-bouhriga-jam-1
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/21/jerusalem-palestinian-french-lawyer-fights-israeli-deportation
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/21/jerusalem-palestinian-french-lawyer-fights-israeli-deportation
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/21/jerusalem-palestinian-french-lawyer-fights-israeli-deportation
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Amnesty: Workers' rights not improved up to 2022 World Cup 
November month marks a one-year countdown until the football World Cup begins in Qatar. On

this occasion, Amnesty International has made a status on the human rights of the migrant

workers situated in Qatar in the report "Reality Check 2021". Despite promises by the Qatari

Qatar migrant workers' rights, but according to Amnesty, the Qatari government has "failed to

rigorously implement the changes" The organisation highlights the Kafala system, which binds

foreign workers to their employers by for example keeping the worker’s passport. The Kafala

system benefits the employer and gives a degree of power over the foreign worker, which in

many cases consequently violates the human rights of the worker. 

Amnesty argues, that even though Qatar has introduced reforms to improve workers' rights,

these are not implemented effectively, where there is a lack of monitoring and enforcement of

compliance, as well as the reforms have loopholes. Hereby, "little has changed in reality for many

migrant workers". In August 2021, Amnesty International documented how Qatar failed to

investigate the deaths of several hundred workers despite a clear connection between premature

death and migrants’ dangerous working conditions. 

In addition to the Qatari government, Amnesty International pressures FIFA to set demands to

the World Cup host, and celebrities such as David Beckham has been encouraged to

acknowledge the human rights violations and crimes committed by Qatar. 

QATAR

Fightings intensified in Idlib despite truce 
Fightings between the government and rebel forces have intensified in the Syrian province of

Idlib. A truce was reached in March last year, but this has been violated repeatedly.

Approximately 60 children have been killed in Idlib since June of 2021 as a result of government

airstrikes. 

Idlib is an important area due to its border with Turkey that allows desperately needed aid to

reach people in need. Not only is the region facing attacks from government forces, but they are

also victims of rebel and jihadi group offensives as well. The government intends to regain the

territory which can result in further displacement and the inability of humanitarian actors to

deliver aid through Turkey. 

SYRIA

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde22/4966/2021/en/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/syria-death-and-distress-for-idlib-e2-80-99s-children/ar-AAQR0Uj


Human Rights Watch urges celebrities at Formula One Grand Prix to speak

out against Saudi human rights violations  
In a statement released on November 17, 2021, Human Rights Watch called on world-famous

celebrities attending the Saudi Arabian Formula One Grand Prix on December 4 to speak out

against human rights violations committed by Saudi authorities. These celebrities include Justin

Bieber, David Guetta, Tiesto, Jason Derulo and Asap Rocky. 

Human Rights Watch denounces these festivities. HRW considers them as a strategy to hide the

human rights violations committed by the regime by diverting the attention of international

observers. 

 

In an open letter published by the Washington Post, Hatice Cengiz fiancée of Jamal Khashoggi,

who was murdered in 2018 by Saudi agents asks Justin Bieber to cancel his concert, "This is a

unique opportunity to send a powerful message to the world that your name and talent will

not be used to restore the reputation of a regime that kills its critics."

Human Rights Watch has launched a campaign called #SaudiRegrets calling on participants in

Saudi government-sponsored events to denounce the human rights abuses orchestrated in the

country or even to boycott the events.
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Clashes between police and anti-Saied protesters 
On the 14th of November, Tunisian police clashed with protesters near the chamber of the

country's suspended parliament. Thousands of protesters demonstrated against President Saied's

July seizure of power and demanded him to restore parliament and reinstate the democratic rule.

In July this year, Saied seized power, suspended the Tunisian parliament and dismissed the

government in what critics called a coup. He has since then appointed a new prime minister and

ruled by decree.  Over the last months, Saied's power takeover has seen an increasingly vocal

opposition.

TUNISIA 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/17/justin-bieber-and-others-should-speak-out-saudi-arabias-grand-prix
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/17/justin-bieber-and-others-should-speak-out-saudi-arabias-grand-prix
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/11/20/justin-bieber-saudi-arabia-formula-1-jeddah-mbs-jamal-khashoggi/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/11/20/justin-bieber-saudi-arabia-formula-1-jeddah-mbs-jamal-khashoggi/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/14/tunisians-protest-against-president-saied-near-parliament


Murder of woman renews calls on Ankara to rejoin the Istanbul Convention
In an article published on November 19, 2021, Al Jazeera reports on the growth of protests in

Istanbul advocating for the protection of women's rights following the brutal murder of Basak

Cengiz. The protesters denounce Ankara's lax attitude towards the amount of violence and

killings against women in Turkey. Al Jazeera points to the hundreds of femicides every year and

the frequency of protests in the streets of Istanbul to alert the Turkish government. 

 

The murder of Basak Cengiz occurred on November 09, 2021. A man stabbed her with a samurai

sword in Atasehir district until she fell on the sidewalk and died. The murderer, who did not know

his victim and said he only wanted to kill someone, confessed that he attacked a woman for

convenience. This murder, which was widely publicized, has deeply shocked public opinion.

Protesters see the murder of Basak Cengiz as a failure of the government to prevent gender-

based violence. 

 

The protesters hold the Turkish regime responsible for creating an environment that makes

women vulnerable to harassment, abuse, violence and murder. They see in this murder the

consequences of Turkey's exit from the Istanbul Convention. These protests are also intended to

encourage the Turkish governing bodies to re-join the Istanbul Convention, protecting women's

rights.

 

Turkey had decided to leave the women's protection treaty on 20 March 2021 by presidential

decree. The Istanbul Convention of 2011, signed by 45 countries and the European Union, requires

governments to adopt binding legislation against domestic violence, marital rape and female

genital mutilation.
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/18/turkey-femicide-istanbul-convention-womens-rights
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/11/turks-demand-protection-after-woman-killed-sword


MEPs call for the rejection of Emirati candidate for Interpol President
On November 16, 2021, Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)criticized the candidacy of

Emirati Interior Ministry official Al Raisi for the presidency of the International Criminal Police

Organization (Interpol). Al-Raisi is accused of orchestrating torture on human rights defenders

and prisoners of conscience in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The election will be held in

Istanbul on the 25th of November. 

 

German MEPs have signed a petition stating their "deep concern" about the appointment. They

said the appointment "would endanger the reputation of the international organization. They also

called on Interpol members to oppose the appointment, calling for transparency measures to

ensure respect for human rights.

 

They said the appointment of Al Raisi as director of Interpol "is a flagrant violation of the second

article of Interpol's basic law#. Article 2 states that the organization "ensure and promote the

widest possible mutual assistance between all criminal police authorities within the limits of

the laws existing in the different countries and in the spirit of the “Universal Declaration of

Human Rights”". 

 

On the 16th of November, a press conference was held at the French National Assembly,

organized by French Member of Parliament, Hubert Julien-Laferriere and among others, the

executive director of the Gulf Center for Human Rights (GCHR) Khalid Ibrahim. It aimed to

prohibit the candidacy of Ahmed Naser Al-Raisi for the presidency of Interpol. 
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Switzerland's foreign minister calls on Saudi Arabia to back ceasefire in

Yemen
On November 19 and 20, Swiss Foreign Minister Ignazio Cassis met with Prince Faisal bin Farhan

bin Abdullah bin Faisal Al Saud and Abdel Aljubeir, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs to call for

a ceasefire in Yemen and the resumption of the peace process. At the meeting, Cassis had

focused on "the importance of respect for international humanitarian law by all actors" in Yemen,

which is currently the worst humanitarian crisis in the world.

In 2015, a Saudi-led coalition intervened in Yemen after Houthi rebels ousted the Yemeni

government from the capital Sana'a. The Saudi-led coalition enforced a maritime and air blockade

of Houthi-controlled areas, which has caused hunger among the civil population. 

YEMEN

https://icfuae.org.uk/news/german-mps-sign-petition-against-uae-candidate-interpol
https://www.interpol.int/content/download/590/file/Constitution%20of%20the%20ICPO-INTERPOL-EN.pdf
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/swiss-minister-urges-saudi-arabia-to-back-ceasefire-in-yemen/47128382
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/exclusive-under-pressure-over-yemen-blockade-riyadh-seeks-us-help-with-defences-2021-10-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/exclusive-under-pressure-over-yemen-blockade-riyadh-seeks-us-help-with-defences-2021-10-27/
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