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Weekly Press Review 
26th of June – 2nd of July 

Latest human rights news from Northern Africa and the Middle East 

1|| Palestine 
Palestinians in Silwan face eviction and demolition of 
homes by the occupying Israeli forces 

2|| Iran 
Iranian President elect faces scrutiny on human rights 
record 

3|| Lebanon 
Children and other vulnerable groups most at risk in 
Lebanons worsening economy 

4| Syria 
International community urges the Assad regime to keep 
humanitarian aid networks and border crossings open 

5|| Iraq 
US Supreme Court rejects military contractor appeal in 
Abu Ghraib lawsuit 

1|| Brief review 
Two Woman’s rights activists released from prison in 
Saudi Arabia; Jordan upholds death sentence for six 
defendants; BBC files complaint with UN over harassment 
of staff families in Iran 
 

2|| Brief review 
Migrant deported from Kuwait over TikTok video; 
Haphazard vaccine rollout in Egypt affecting vulnerable 
groups; Rescue group witness Libyan coast guard 
shooting at boat of migrants  

3|| Brief review 
Turkish law officials target pride celebrations; Coalition 
against Daesh meets to address ongoing issues 

4| Brief review 
Power outages in Lebanon impacting vulnerable groups; 
Protesters in West Bank call for end of Palestinian 
Authority and Mahmoud Abbas presidency 
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PALESTINE 
Forced Evictions and Demolitions Proceed in Silwan, 
East Jerusalem 

 
Image Source: Ammar Awad/ Reuters 

On June 7, Jerusalem issued eviction and demolition orders to Palestinian al-
Bustan residents in Silwan. These demolitions began this week, after 
international outcry and escalating protests in the region. Over 130 people were 
ordered to evacuate and demolish their own homes and businesses within 21 
days, making families responsible for the costs of demolishing their own homes. 
Israeli law makes it nearly impossible for these Palestinian families to appeal the 
demolition orders. 
 
This week has seen large protests in Silwan and throughout Palestine, as the 
demolitions began. Israeli forces began by demolishing a butcher’s shop in 
Silwan, and at least four Palestinians were injured by police as they used tear gas 
and batons against residents, protesters, and activists in the process. As 
Palestinians gathered to protect their homes, Israeli forces also fired rubber-
coated steel bullets. 
 
Currently, more than 100 buildings housing around 1500 people face demolition 
orders in Silwan, all to make room for an Israeli religious theme park linked to 
the archaeological City of David area. These demolitions and evictions result in 
forced displacement for Palestinian residents, and are used often by the Israeli 
occupation to expel Palestinians. Israeli zoning laws heavily favor Israeli settlers, 
as 35% of  East Jerusalem is currently allocated by the government for the 
construction of illegal Israeli settlements. An additional 52% of the land has 
been unallocated to “green areas” and “unplanned areas,” according to Al-Haq, 
a Palestinian rights organization. 
 
At least 33,000 Palestinians live in Silwan, where they have remained for over 50 
years since being displaced from the Old City in the 1960s. Israeli settler 
organizations have targeted the area for years. Israeli law states that Jewish 
families can reclaim property they owned prior to 1948, regardless of who owns 
it now or if Palestinians have been legally living on the land for decades. 
Palestinians do not hold the same rights, and are therefore unable to reclaim 
land that has been taken from them, even if they are Israeli citizens. 

 Brief review 
 
Saudi Arabia – Samar Badawi and 
Nassima al-Sadah were released from 
prison this week after completing 
their three-year sentences. These two 
women’s rights activists were 
detained in Saudi Arabia in July 
2018, and few details on their 
convictions, charges, and trials have 
been released to the public. Human 
rights organizations have been 
advocating for their release since 
their original detention for “harming 
Saudi interest” while contesting 
Saudi guardianship laws and 
advocating for basic women’s rights. 
 
Jordan – Jordan’s Court of 
Cassation dismissed all appeals and 
upheld death sentences for six 
defendants convicted in the 
prominent Zarqa crime case, in 
which a teenager was kidnapped and 
mutilated for revenge. The State 
Security Court originally handed 
down the death sentences, to be 
carried out by hanging, for six 
defendants in the case, along with 
sentences of 10-15 years of hard 
labor for additional defendants, after 
indicting them on nine charges, 
including attempted murder, causing 
permanent disability, joint criminal 
kidnapping, terrorism, and assault. 
 
Iran - The British Broadcasting 
Company, also known as the BBC, 
has filed a complaint with the United 
Nations over harassment of staff 
families by Iranian intelligence 
operatives in Iran. In a forum, 
journalists say Iranian agents passed 
along death threats through their 
family members, and threatened to 
bring foreign-based journalists to 
Iran to be executed. The BBC has 
been banned by the Iranian 
government and its journalists have 
been accused of “fomenting unrest 
with their writing.” 
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IRAN 
Human Rights Abuses and Iranian President Elect 

Ebrahim Raisi 

 
Image Source: IRAN HRM 

Iranian president-elect Ebrahim Raisi is facing calls from the UN’s special 
rapporteur on human rights to be formally investigated for his role in the mass 
killing of Iranian prisoners in 1988. Javaid Rehman, the UN’s special rapporteur 
for the issue of human rights in Iran, said the Iran office is willing to share 
evidence and testimony in any potential investigative probe. 
  
The Islamic Republic has never acknowledged the mass executions, and Raisi 
has never recognized the role he played in those executions. In fact, when asked 
about allegations of the killings, Raisi only told reporters that "if a judge, a 
prosecutor has defended the security of the people, he should be praised.” 
Furthermore, Raisi said he was “proud to have defended human rights in every 
position [he has] held so far." 
  
As reported last week in our press review, Raisi presents an imminent danger to 
human rights in Iran. In a new position of power, hardliner Raisi could not only 
condone further human rights violations but also incite them. In a video, he is 
quoted saying “we will cut the fingers, no, the arms of the corrupt,” even as he 
was the head of the judiciary.  At the same time that Raisi was head of the 
judiciary, Iran also perpetrated the crackdown of thousands of political 
protesters in 2019, and many remain political prisoners until this day. Like in 
1988, political prisioners are in danger of facing the death penalty. 
  
In addition to the UN’s special rapporteur, human rights groups like Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch called for investigations into Raisi last 
week. ACHRS joins other human rights organizations in calling for independent 
investigations and it presses for such to take place immediately as concerns grow 
that mass graves of victims are being destroyed as part of a cover-up to protect 
the president-elect. Raisi must be investigated and prosecuted if found guilty 
under international law. 
 

 Brief review 
 
Kuwait – An Egyptian immigrant 
was first arrested and eventually 
deported from Kuwait after he 
shared a 20-second video on the 
popular social media platform 
TikTok. In the video, he complained 
about the weather in Kuwait. The 
video depicts the man driving 
through a dust storm and saying one 
curse word at the end. Kuwait and 
other Gulf countries are known to 
mistreat migrant workers and have 
intensified their crackdown on free 
speech. 
 
Egypt – According to Amnesty 
International, prisoners, refugees and 
poorer groups are being let down by 
haphazard vaccine rollout in Egypt. 
They found that although online 
registration initially opened for 
health workers, older people, and 
those with pre-existing health 
conditions, individuals from these 
prioritized groups experienced long 
waiting times and were unable to get 
appointments. Egyptian authorities 
were accused of failing to spread 
public awareness about access to the 
vaccine, and to properly address 
vaccine hesitancy, particularly among 
poorer and rural communities. 
 
Libya - A sea rescue group 
witnessed the Libyan maritime 
authorities shooting at a crowded 
migrant boat to stop it from crossing 
the Mediterranean Sea into Europe. 
This incident was filmed by 
members of the German non-
governmental group Sea-Watch 
while flying over the area in an 
observation mission. During the 
chase, which occurred in 
international waters under Malta’s 
search and rescue responsibility, men 
in uniform on the Libyan vessel can 
be seen firing at least two times 
towards the boat, with bullets hitting 
water close to the boat. 
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LEBANON 
Children Most at Risk Under Worsening Economic 

Conditions in Lebanon, UNICEF Warns 

 
Image Source: AFP Via Getty Images 

Lebanon’s financial and economic crisis could rank as one of the world’s three 
most severe since the mid-19th century, concludes the latest Lebanon Economic 
Monitor released by the World Bank. 
 
The crisis, which began in late 2019, is rooted in decades of corruption and 
mismanagement by a post-civil war political class that has accumulated debt and 
done little to encourage local industries, forcing the country to rely on imports 
for almost everything. The situation has become critical in recent weeks, with 
scuffles and shootings at gas pumps, including one in the northern city of 
Tripoli, where the son of one station’s owner was killed. 
 
Many children are being forced to drop out of school and work to support their 
families as the economic crises worsens. According to the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, children in Lebanon are particularly vulnerable as the country 
experiences one of the world’s worst economic crises in over 150 years. The 
current situation in Lebanon is leaving many people unable to afford necessities, 
hitting industry and devastating all sectors of the economy. But the more 
impacted sectors are health and education, leaving children with unstable 
prospects for the future. 
 
The lack of social assistance and support for families has forced many children 
in the country to work in order to make ends meet. Also, the situation is having 
an impact on the mental health of people in the country. Children’s rights 
should be a priority to well-being and safeguard them. Lebanon should not 
afford children to be nutritionally deprived, out of school, in poor health and at 
risk of abuse, violence and exploitation, as Yukie Mokuo, the UNICEF 
representative in Lebanon said. 
 
 

 Brief review 
 
Turkey – Turkish law officials 
sprayed tear gas and fired rubber 
bullets at individuals that were 
celebrating LGBTQ Pride month in 
Istanbul after the governor refused 
to grant a protest permit. This is the 
seventh year that the government 
has tried to prevent the celebration. 
Turkish law enforcement tends to 
cite “security risks” as justification 
for banning LGTBQ celebrations. 
Despite the risks, many still marched 
and celebrated, and at least 20 
individuals were detained including a 
photographer for Agence France-
Presse. 
 
Syria/Iraq – Members of the global 
coalition against Daesh met to 
address the ongoing effort to 
completely defeat ISIS, whose 
remnants continue to pose a threat 
in Syria and Iraq. The coalition 
discussed plans to hold foreign 
fighters accountable, counter 
extremist messaging, and stabilize 
areas liberated from ISIS. Italian 
Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio 
argues that Daesh continues to pose 
a major threat, urging that special 
attention be paid to the Sahel region 
in Africa where the group is gaining 
traction. 
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SYRIA 
International Community Urges Syria to Keep 

Humanitarian Networks Open 

 
Image Source: Reuters 

The Syrian humanitarian crisis has been ongoing for over a decade, only 
worsening with time. Nearly 90% of Syrians live below the poverty line, a 
statistic that will continue to rise as the Assad regime continues to maintain 
power over the country via military intervention. Humanitarian aid has not 
reached Syrians to the extent as intended, due to Assad’s imposed bureaucratic 
impositions and physical restrictions, and many civilians in the country face food 
insecurity in addition to a worsening economy and lack of reconstruction.  
 
The sole entry point to Syria for humanitarian aid, Bab al- Hawa, is under 
discussion of being closed by the Syrian government. However, the Syrian 
government does not have the capacity to give Syrians the same amount of aid 
and thus cannot be trusted to have sole control over Syrian territories currently 
receiving aid.  The dilemma that other countries are facing regarding aid, is that 
various forms of aid, including rebuilding infrastructure, is inadvertently 
supporting the Assad regime. On the other hand, Syrian refugees should not be 
subjected to the sanctions that the international community has placed on the 
government and are facing the greatest hardship as a result. 
 
Since Assad’s re-election, most Arab and some western states have begun to 
initiate potential reconciliation with the Syrian government, in an attempt to 
ensure the communication channels and border crossings remain open for 
foreign humanitarian aid. Some proposed actions include less wide ranging 
sanctions that would hurt civilians far less than those in place currently. The 
international community must find a balance between supporting the Syrian 
economy and addressing the ongoing humanitarian crisis, while also attempting 
to hold Assad accountable for his war crimes spanning the decade long civil 
conflict.  
 
 

 Brief review 
 
Lebanon – Although Lebanon is no 
stranger to power shortages, civilians 
now face up to twenty-two hours 
without electricity. The most 
vulnerable of the affected 
populations are those relying on 
electricity to operate life saving 
medical equipment such as six year-
old Sedra. Sedra almost lost her life 
due to lack of electricity needed to 
power the respirator she depends on, 
and many individuals who also rely 
on medical equipment will face the 
same risks if this issue is not 
resolved. 
 
Palestine – Demonstrations were 
held across the West Bank in which 
protesters called for the end of the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) and 
Mahmoud Abbas’ presidency. 
Protesters clashed with police and 
the presidents supporters resulting in 
several injured, one of which was 
media correspondent Shatha 
Hammad who stated that PA forces 
specifically targeted journalists. 
Demonstrations began after the 
funeral of activist Nizar Banat who 
died in PA custody. Banat was 
registered as a parliamentary 
candidate and was an outspoken 
critic of the PA. 
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IRAQ 
US Supreme Court Rejects Appeal From Military 

Contracter in Abu Ghraib Torture Case 

 
Image Source: Wathiq Khuzaie/Reuters 

Iraqi civilians Suhail Al Shimari, Salah Al-Ejaili and As'ad Al-Zuba'e have sought 
legal recourse for torture endured at the Abu Ghraib Prison during the early 
stages of the Iraq war. Abu Ghraib Prison was used by the US military and CIA 
during the Iraq war as an interrogation and torture site where countless 
unspeakable human rights abuses took place. The three plaintiffs were detained, 
held at Abu Ghraib and tortured, then released. The lawsuit claims that CACI 
International Inc employees that took part in interrogation and other activities at 
Abu Ghraib directed or encouraged torture.  CACI claims that the lawsuit is 
baseless but continued to seek further protection and the legal case has been 
bounced around the courts regarding different legal questions since it was 
initially filed in 2008. 
 
Although the military contractor is protected under US law, the Alien Tort 
Statute allows plaintiffs to pursue legal action over human rights abuses. The 
rejection of this appeal means that CACI is not entitled to derivative sovereign 
immunity legal doctrine, which shields government contractors from liability in 
certain cases.  
 
Although this is good news for the plaintiffs, the chance that they will be able to 
seriously pursue this case or hold CACI accountable is bleak. In 2013, the US 
Supreme Court narrowed the reach of the Alien Tort Statute to only include 
conduct that violated human rights within the United States and that abuses in 
other settings must “touch and concern” US territory “with sufficient force” in 
order for a plaintiff to sue. This narrowing of the statute can be seen with the 
recent ruling in a child slavery case in which Cargill Inc and a Nestle SA 
subsidiary could not be sued under the Alien Tort Statute because the abuses 
took place in the Ivory Coast. This case highlights the ongoing legacy of human 
rights abuses and the victims' pursuit toward justice while also reflecting the 
complete protection by the US legal system of corporations that commit human 
rights abuses abroad.  
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