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Disseminating human rights and spreading knowledge about international human rights and

humanitarian law in Jordan and the Arab region;

Contributing to a more democratic society and enhancing the rule of law in a way that

respects human rights;

Providing a free platform for dialogue for coordinating efforts undertaken by governmental

and non-governmental organisations that are active in human rights;

Aiding governmental and non-governmental organisations in monitoring, documenting, and

following up on human rights, as a step towards enforcing these rights on all legislative and

executive levels;

Participating in the revision of local laws and regulations in order to support and uphold

human rights;

Dedicating attention to those segments of society in need of special protection.

ABOUT THE CENTER
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The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) is an independent non-governmental Think

Tank center advocating for the enhancement of democracy and human rights in Jordan and the

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. The Center’s five priorities are:

FUNDAMENTALS AND PRIORITIES

THE RIGHT TO LIFE

THE RIGHT TO SPEAK

THE RIGHT TO THINK

THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

The Center works to achieve its goals by lobbying; spreading awareness via conferences and

symposiums; writing official statements, declarations, reports, articles, and booklets; and

establishing and maintaining relations with international organisations and embassies.

Furthermore, ACHRS has special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the

United Nations (ECOSOC).

OUR OBJECTIVES 
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Women Rise for All is a virtual gathering initiative spearheaded by the United Nations Deputy

Secretary-General, Amina J. Mohammed, urging leaders in all countries and across all sectors, to

address the human crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic. The event brought together influential

women leaders from around the globe to share how their leadership is shaping COVID-19

response. The panels noted that: countries led by female heads of state were more effective in

flattening the COVID-19 curve and in helping national economic recovery; COVID-19 has

provided an opportunity to include women in government and in other social, economic and

political institutions; and seizing this crisis is essential to recognise women and move towards

inclusive and sustainable societies. To achieve these goals, women’s participation at every level is

necessary to build stronger and better societies. 

PUBLIC REPORT: WOMEN RISE FOR ALL 

22 JULY 2020  

The first Virtual Assembly of Inhabitants was organised by the International Alliance of

Inhabitants, a global network of organisations and individuals advocating for housing and urban

rights. While the event covered issues from all over the world regarding health, civil rights,

violence against vulnerable groups, and other general human rights crises, the central theme was

their mission of “Zero Evictions for Coronavirus”. This follows their Zero Evictions Campaign which

started in March after it became apparent that COVID-19 was already leading to massive,

devastating housing outcomes. Globally, people from all walks of life face evictions from their

homes due to the economic recession. The panel stressed the importance of offering relief the

people who had seen their housing conditions worsen or had become houseless.

PUBLIC REPORT: VIRTUAL ASSEMBLY OF INHABITANTS 

31 JULY 2020

ACHRS participated in 8 conferences this year, on women’s rights,

the right to speak, housing issues, and other human rights issues. The

Center also hosted its first webinar, on gendered vulnerabilities for

displaced women during Covid-19. 

https://www.habitants.org/zero_evictions_campaign/zero_evictions_for_coronavirus
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Faith Communities standing in Solidarity with Migrants in the Middle East is a virtual gathering

initiative spearheaded by the Interfaith Network on the Rights of Migrants (INFORM) and

Churches Witnessing with Migrants-Africa (WWMA). The event aims to bring together significant

faith communities from around Asian and African countries in order to learn more about the

situation of African and Asian migrants in the Middle East. The event focused on human

trafficking where faith communities and organisations must provide support, healthcare and

shelter to migrants who suffered from human trafficking and exploitations. The panel stressed

that Asian and African migrants in the Middle East, particularly in the Gulf countries, are enduring

abuse, exploitation, discrimination and violence. Social distancing should not impede faith

communities from being united or prevent them from speaking out about human trafficking issues.

The discussion included testimonies of African and Asian migrants who had endured difficulties as

migrants in the Middle East. 

PUBLIC REPORT: FAITH COMMUNITIES STANDING IN

SOLIDARITY WITH MIGRANTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

4 AUGUST 2020  
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This webinar was an initiative spearheaded by the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights

and Humanitarian Law (RWI). The pandemic has exacerbated gender inequalities and has

affected all women across all sectors (health, employment, family rights). To ensure that human

rights protection in the COVID response all actors, including States, should: recognise the fact

that crisis affects women, promote the participation of women at all levels of decision-making,

ensure the continuing health services who were partly shutdown during lockdown, ensure

economic alternatives for women who are facing the economic burden due to lockdown, and

construct a dialogue on how the pandemic has affected each individual country and women. 

PUBLIC REPORT: COVID-19, GENDER, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

1  SEPTEMBER 2020  

PUBLIC REPORT: ACCELERATING THE REALIZATION OF

GENDER EQUALITY AND THE EMPOWERMENT OF ALL

WOMEN AND GIRLS 

19 AUGUST 2020  

The conference organised by UN Women highlighted that we cannot allow the coronavirus

outbreak to threaten the lives of women. The main goal should be to continue to pursue gender

equality. To achieve gender equality, it is crucial to engage as many people in this discussion as

possible. The conference gave the opportunity to people, and especially women from various

organisations and companies, to highlight the issues and to come up with ways to tackle them. 

Participants in the regional scientific symposium "The Implications of the Century Deal and

Normalization Agreements on Human Rights", organized by the Palestine Institute for National

Security Research in cooperation with the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies Monday

evening, October 12th , 2020, called for the formation of the broadest international coalition to

support the Palestinian right and restore the Palestinian issue on the international agenda. 

CALL FOR THE FORMATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL

COALITION TO SUPPORT PALESTINIAN RIGHTS AND

MOVE THE UN HEADQUARTERS FROM NEW YORK  
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Equal Pay International Coalition, EPIC, organised a virtual event to exchange ideas and

evidence on how to effectively combat gender discrimination and commit to further action to

achieve equal pay for work of equal value to mark the occasion of the first International Equal

Pay Day. The speakers proposed various levers in order to reduce the gender pay gap, such as

gathering momentum through unions and peers networking, raising awareness on the impact of

gender in one’s career path at school, redesigning parental leave schemes, valuing unpaid care

and domestic work, as well as modifying the legal framework on gender equality and increasing

the share of women in politics.

PUBLIC REPORT: EQUAL PAY INTERNATIONAL COALITON

13 OCTOBER 2020  

The event was held on the occasion of the International Day of Democracy. The speakers

discussed the possible implications of the pandemic for democracy around the world and how best

to respond to these challenges. The crisis has opened up a toolbox for governments looking to

constrain democracy using Covid-19 as a pretext. Civil society has been affected and weakened

by the pandemic as the pandemic’s underlying conditions have hit civil society hard where it is

most vulnerable. To respond to these challenges, the focus should be on stronger and more

inclusive institutions, legal empowerment of minorities and vulnerable groups, combating poverty,

and increasing accountability to build trust in public institutions. 

PUBLIC REPORT: DEMOCRACY DAY IN THE TIME OF THE

PANDEMIC: A SUSTAINABLE RESPONSE TO THE GLOBAL

CRISIS BASED ON MULTILATERALISMS AND THE RULE

OF LAW 

16 SEPTEMBER 2020  
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Limited information in identifying newly emerging global and local trends in regard to COVID-19.

The organisation was aware that domestic violence against women (and children) and their

domestic work increased during lockdown, but have no or very limited data on emotional, sexual

and other forms of violence. The difficulty in identifying new global and local trends makes it

difficult for them to respond to these issues.

A change of service modality from face-to-face to remote service provision especially for GBV

specific case management for the survivors of GBV. 

A change in referral pathways and extended barriers in reaching out to much needed services,

such as safe shelter, service provision units, health facilities. 

Identifying 3 major challenges faced during the pandemic 

BORA OZBEK 
Gender-based vio lence expert,  current ly working as the humanitar ian
programme nat ional  GBV expert  at  the United Nat ions Populat ion Fund 

ACHRS organised and hosted our first webinar this year:

GENDERED VULNERABILITIES FOR DISPLACED WOMEN IN THE

MIDDLE EAST AMIDST COVID-19 
It was hosted on the occaision of the International Day for the Elimination of

Violence Against Women, on 25 November 2020.  

 Revise the GBV referral pathways and mapping of the GBV response mechanisms and services to

identify the change in service modalities (face-to-face and or remote). 

The organisation continuously strengthens and implements partners through on-line training,

specific guidelines and standard operational procedures for barriers they have encountered.

 They develop key messages to be disseminated to the most vulnerable groups in their own

languages to increase awareness on COVID-19, GBV and the availability of the services at

provincial and national level including hotlines and applications such as KADES.

It is very useful to work through social media to share information and messages as most people

still had access to the social media platforms. 

New ways to respond to these issues

The organisaiton will introduce these news measurements on a regular basis into their work; the

most vulnerable groups are not the ones who receive the information and so focus will be placed

upon extending information to everyone.

People reach out to UNFPA, but the most frequent concerns is money to pay the rent and food. 

Concluding thoughts



 Early marriage inside the camp is a common

phenomenon due to economic hardship and

tradition. Children can only hardly be reached by

protection programs; they often do not have

access to a phone to contact help. 

The current needs are many, such as education,

work opportunities and specialised medical care;

all three work together and have a domino effect,

if the children don't go to school, they will find it

difficult to find work, etc.

Women face sexual harassment in the camp, in the

domestic area but also at work; they are in charge

of taking care of the elderly and the domestic

work.

During the pandemic there was a fear, of falling ill

or dying, this fear can be related with their trauma

experiences during the war. 

Life in the camp 

HANEEN ALDIRI 
Special ises in trauma at CARE in Jordan

 Discrimination already existed prior to the pandemic.

Women were on the front line of the fight against the virus (i.e. contact with children, elderly)

and therefore they were most at risk of catching and transmitting it, so they especially needed

information on how to protect themselves and their families. 

The fear and the stress of the situation but also its length, increased the violence in people’s

homes, and worsened how GBV survivors felt.

The loss of work has greatly affected the people in the camp, unemployment has greatly

increased, the men who have the "responsibility" to feed their families and who have lost their

jobs are under stress, some women have had to stop their economic activity to devote

themselves to the care of their children and their education and also to the elderly, making the

situation even more fragile. The crisis in gendered role models has also led to exasperation

among men which in turn has translated into higher violence against their partners. 

How Covid affected gender roles

CONFERENCES
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ACHRS condemned the “Peace to Prosperity” plan, as proposed by American President Donald

Trump. Such a plan is a dangerous precedent as it did not involve Palestinian representatives and

grants even more land to Israel even if the presence of Israeli forces on Palestinian lands has

been recognised as an illegal occupation.

“MIDDLE EAST PEACE PLAN” FOR PALESTINE AND ISRAEL

6 FEBRUARY 2020  

STATEMENTS
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The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) published 21

statements in 2020, commenting on human rights issues across the

MENA region. Through these statements, ACHRS condemned the

death penalty and various rights violations and stood up for women

and vulnerable populations. 

ACHRS praised the United Nations’ initiative to make a list of all businesses which have ties to

Israeli settlements. This list is important as it helps to boycott products coming from Israeli

settlements, therefore putting economic pressure on Israel to stop its illegal colonisation of

Palestinian lands.

ACHRS APPROVES UN’S LIST OF COMPANIES LINKED TO

ISRAELI SETTLEMENT

13 FEBRUARY 2020  

ACHRS condemned the airstrikes attacks by Syrian and Russian forces which resulted in over 300

civilian casualties in Northern Syria. Those attacks, which did not target combatants but rather

civilians and civilian objects, like refugee camps, schools and hospitals, are in clear violation of

international humanitarian law.

ACHRS CONDEMNS THE DELIBERATE ATTACKS OF

CIVILIANS AND CIVILIAN INFRASTRUCTURE IN SYRIA 

19 FEBRUARY 2020  



ACHRS condemned the use of tear gas against refugees who attempted to cross the border from

Turkey to Greece. It is estimated that around 13,000 people have now gathered along the border

between Turkey and Greece. Greece has repeatedly stated that it will continue to protect their

borders and will not allow illegal migration.

ACHRS CONDEMNS THE USE OF FORCE AGAINST REFUGEES

AT THE TURKISH-GREEK BORDER 

2 MARCH 2020  

On International Women’s Day, AHCRS hoped that every woman in the Arab world enjoy equal

rights away from all forms of discrimination and exploitation in the family, society and the state.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

8 MARCH 2020  

ACHRS condemned the arrest of Asayel Slay, a female Saudi rapper who had release a clip for

her song Bint Mecca in which men and women were displayed dancing in the holy city of Mecca

and in which she praises the beauty of power of Mecca women. This arrest is part of a

widespread crackdown on women in Saudi Arabia.

ACHRS CONDEMNS THE PROPOSED ARREST OF SAUDI

ARABIAN RAPPER ASAYEL SLAY 

24 FEBRUARY 2020  

STATEMENTS
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ACHRS condemns the indictment of 15-years old Tujan Al-Bakhiti, the daughter of a prominent

Yemeni political activist who defected from the Houthis, by Jordan for “blasphemy and insulting

religious feelings and beliefs”. A minor should not undergo trial for sharing her thoughts on social

media.

ACHRS CONDEMNS THE UNJUST TRIAL OF TUJAN 

AL-BAKHITI 

10 MARCH 2020  

ACHRS warned of the negative impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on human rights. States can use

the virus as an excuse to discriminatorily close borders to nationals it does not want and impose

inhumane quarantine conditions. It is also important to make sure there is enough resources to

accommodate everyone in need in hospitals.

CORONAVIRUS’ IMPACT ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

15 MARCH 2020  

ACHRS expresses its concern over the rise of domestic violence due to lockdowns. During

quarantine, the victim can be locked up with his/her abuser, staying at home therefore becomes

dangerous. Financial difficulty is tied to domestic violence. As unemployment numbers spike

across the world, it is inevitable that cases of abuse will too.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ON THE RISE IN QUARANTINE 

9 APRIL 2020  

ACHRS noted the arrest of two Jordanian journalists for their coverage of the Covid-19 pandemic

in Jordan. They were highlighting how Jordanians, due to the current nationwide lockdown, were

suffering financial difficulties and insecurities. They also called on the government to introduce

schemes for Jordanians who have recently lost their jobs.

JORDAN ARRESTS TWO JOURNALISTS OVER REPORT 

15 APRIL 2020  



ACHRS expressed concern about the humanitarian situation in Syria. After nine years of war,

many are left stranded in internally displaced people camps where the risk of Covid-19

contamination is high. The combination of close living conditions and poor access to sanitation,

makes camps a lethal environment during an outbreak.

SYRIA INTERNALLY DIVIDED AND FORGOTTEN AMID

COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

1  MAY 2020  

STATEMENTS
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ACHRS expressed its concern about the situation in Lebanon. In addition to the dire economic

situation, against which Lebanese protested in October 2019, the Covid-19 pandemic is pushing

Lebanon to the brink of collapse. Hizbollah has taken advantage of the situation to boost its

legitimacy by stepping up in the battle against Covid-19.

COVID-19 PUSHING LEBANON TO THE BRINK OF COLLAPSE

19 MAY 2020  



ACHRS condemned the treatment of female migrant domestic workers in Lebanon, Jordan and in

the Gulf countries. Because of the “kafala” system, which links the worker to her employers,

female migrant workers are already at risk of abuse. This abuse has been heightened by the

Covid-19 pandemic as states impose lockdown and strict social distancing.

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF FEMALE

MIGRANT DOMESTIC WORKERS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

22 JULY 2020  

ACHRS suggested thinking about the implementation of a universal basic income in the Middle

East and North Africa region. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, many have lost their jobs and

have financial difficulties. A possible solution would be to implement a universal basic income.

COVID-19 AND THE ECONOMIC CRISIS IN THE MENA

REGION: WHAT ABOUT A UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME? 

27 MAY 2020  

ACHRS commended the European Union’s (EU) commitment to a two-state solution for the

situation in Israel and Palestine. Although the EU failed to persuade Israel to reconsider its West

Bank annexation plan, eleven Foreign Affairs ministers underscored the importance to stop the

illegal annexation of the West Bank.

EU ATTEMPTS TO DETER ISRAEL’S PLANNED WEST BANK

ANNEXATION 

25 JULY 2020  

STATEMENTS
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ACHRS welcomes Jordan’s condemnation of the plans by Israel to annex the West Bank.

Jordanian King Abdullah II stated that an annexation would result in “massive conflict” with

Jordan. Such an annexation would threaten the right of Palestinians to return to their homeland

and will prevent the creation of an independent Palestinian state.

JORDAN CONDEMNS ISRAELI ANNEXATION OF 

WEST BANK 

25 JULY 2020  

ACHRS demanded the closure of refugee detention centers in Libya. As of June 2020, it is

estimated 2,362 refugees were detained in Libya. Most of them are subjected to a number of

human rights violations including torture, starvation, rape, physical and psychological abuse.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN MIGRANT DETENTION

CENTERS IN LIBYA 

9 AUGUST 2020  

ACHRS condemned the unlawful imprisonment and abhorrent treatment of Mahmoud Hussein.

Mahmoud Hussein, a senior Al Jazeera journalist, has been arrested in 2016 upon his return in

Egypt, for “disturbing public security and spreading false news”. He has not formally been

charged nor trialed.

ACHRS CONDEMNS TREATMENT OF MAHMOUD HUSSEIN 

6 AUGUST 2020  
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ACHRS expressed its concern about the humanitarian situation in Yemen, a country which has

been ravaged by war since 2014 and which is now on the brink of collapse because of the Covid-

19 pandemic. 24 million people depend on humanitarian aid and most civilians cannot afford

cleaning products to safeguard themselves from the virus.

COVID-19 IN YEMEN: A HUMAN TRAGEDY? 

6 OCTOBER 2020  

The Center, along with more than 200 human rights and community organisations from 14

different countries in the Arab world, expressed its concern to the Nobel Peace Prize committee

about the nomination of Donald Trump for the prize. The organisations put forward 24 reasons

why the committee should refuse Donald Trump’s nomination, including his withdrawal from major

international treaties and international organisations, the freezing of UNRWA’s funds, his

recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and his sanctions against International Criminal

Court officials because of their investigation into Afghanistan and Palestine.

JOINT MEMORANDUM DEMANDING THE REJECTION OF

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S NOMINATION 

04 OCTOBER 2020  

STATEMENTS
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On International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, ACHRS reaffirmed its

commitment to defending women and girls’ rights around the world. Gender-based violence is a

global problem which is present in all aspects of life: in educational settings, in politics, in the

workplace and in the home. All types of violence should be eliminated.

ON INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

23 NOVEMBER 2020  

ACHRS urged all Western governments to repatriate their nationals who had left for Syria and

Iraq to join the Islamic State. Such repatriation would benefit the overall security situation but

also demonstrate a strong position against the application of the death penalty and the absence

of fair trials.

STATEMENT ON AL-HAWL CAMP AND THE ISSUE OF

WESTERN FOREIGN FIGHTERS 

1 1  OCTOBER 2020  

STATEMENTS
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To fight the Covid-19 pandemic, governments have resorted to authoritarian measures such as

lockdowns, curfews and stay-at home orders. This rise in authoritarianism worldwide did not spare

Israel which has been using its security services to spy on its citizens to help prevent the spread

of the virus. However, the pandemic also pushed Israel to cooperate with Palestine by, for

example, creating a joint operations center. Some have seen this as an opportunity for peace.

Nevertheless, Israel’s plan to annex the West Bank would undermine peace. Even during the

pandemic, Palestinians in the West Bank are being displaced, in total violation of international

humanitarian law.

COVID-19:  AN OPPORTUNITY FOR AUTHORITARIANS IN

THE MIDDLE EAST AND FOR ISRAEL TO ANNEX THE WEST

BANK

The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) published  8

research reports in 2020, reporting on human rights issues around

discrimination, women’s rights, COVID-19’s impact, and more.  

According to UNICEF, 25% of female genital mutilation (FGM) occurs in the Middle East and North

Africa (MENA). Female genital mutilation is defined as the cutting, removing or sewing closed the

healthy and normal external tissue of female genital organs. Several MENA states have been

attempting to eradicate this practice. For example, in April 2020 the Sudanese Transitional

Council made FGM a crime punishable by up to three years imprisonment. However, if states are

not faster in eradicating this practice, one out of three girls will undergo this procedure by 2030.

Today, 91% of girls and women underwent FGM in Egypt for example, for 88% in Sudan and 93% in

Djibouti.

PREVALENCE AND LEGAL STATUS OF FEMALE GENITAL

MUTILATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

REGION 
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Jordan hosts over a million refugees, primarily from Syria, Iraq, and Yemen. Among the Syrian

refugee population specifically, 25.8% are women and 24.3% are girls. Lockdowns, strict curfews,

travel prohibitions, economic difficulties, and social sector closures kept women and girls at home,

regardless of the safety of their home situations. Refugee women are at even greater risk,

sharing caravans or tent space with nowhere to go. Among respondents in Azraq and Za’atari

camps, 62% of women felt an increased risk of suffering physical or psychological violence as a

result of food insecurity, and 54% reported an increased risk due to having to borrow food or

money from neighbours. On top of increased risk and increased gender-based violence, women

also faced incredible difficulties pursuing justice as courts were closed. The closure also kept

women from claiming allowances, custody, visitation, and labour rights. Vulnerable women were

found to be more prone to gender-based violence, and adolescent girls were at a higher risk of

child, early, and forced marriage, as well as a loss of education. 

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

FOR REFUGEES AND HOST COMMUNITIES IN JORDAN 

Black refugees in Jordan face discrimination and racism in daily life as well as increased rates of

deportation, discrimination, and neglect from Jordanian authorities and humanitarian

organisations. In 2015, 430 registered Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers were deported to

Sudan after protesting, despite their protected status. Jordanan authorities used force that

resulted in three refugee deaths when some refused to board the plane. Those protesting had

been seeking humanitarian assistance and reasonable timelines for their resettlement process.

Although Black refugees had fled to Jordan to escape persecution, they remain neglected

compared to the services and support received by refugees and asylum seekers of other

ethnicities. Those belonging to minority ethnic backgrounds face racial abuse, in a breach of their

rights to non-discrimination. Without domestic legal recourse and delays in obtaining refugee

status, Black refugees in Jordan are left without the ability to fight discrimination. 

BLACK REFUGEES IN JORDAN: DISCRIMINATION, RACIAL

ABUSE, AND NEGLECT 



The Amman Centre for Human Rights (ACHRS) stands firmly opposed to the use of the death

penalty in any situation imaginable. It is for this reason that this report focuses on European

states as, some of them, can be perceived as bastions in the fight to eradicate the death penalty

worldwide considering they have banned this form of punishment in their own country and often

plead to the international community to follow their lead. 

ACHRS considers it to be of great importance that these countries show their determination and

conviction in opposing the death penalty as such steadfastness would set an example to the rest

of the world. In that line of thinking, the cases of European Da’esh fighters that hold the

nationality of one of the abovementioned states, regardless of any possible dual nationality, act

as a critical challenge to the beliefs and principles of those states regarding the application of the

death penalty as a viable judicial punishment. This report is a summary of the current situation

surrounding justice and European Da’esh militants in Iraq. It is the intention of this report to

contextualise the debate in light of the different aspects that are involved. It will take note of the

relevant judicial frameworks in Iraq - domestic and international - and the European states -

international. This is followed by an attempt to give an indication of the reality on the ground in

Iraq by highlighting key findings of monitoring bodies and NGOs who have been in Iraq to

observe trials and hearings. The subsequent chapter will provide a brief insight into the ideas and

proposals by researchers and policymakers, building upon theories and lessons learnt. The last

chapter will dig deeper into European countries’ position on repatriation.

WHY REPATRIATION MATTERS: CONSIDERING LAW,

SECURITY, AND ETHICAL ARGUMENTS IN FAVOUR OF

REPATRIATION OF EUROPEAN DA’ESH MILITANTS
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A research proposal submitted by our

intern, Alexander Royall, was

accepted by scientific panel

assembled by the Hrant Dink

Foundation. He was asked to present

his paper at the International

Conference on Hate Speech and

Discrimination that took place on

December 11-12. Juliette Rémond

Tiedrez, another intern who joined

our center in December, worked with

Alexander Royall to meet the narrow

deadline that was set. 

ACTIVATING LATENT PREJUDICE: A CRITICAL DISCOURSE

ANALYSIS OF MEDIA IN JORDAN AND ALGERIA 

REPORTS
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The origins of discrimination and prejudice continue to be poorly understood. Most scholars agree

that the right-wing authoritarian personality trait can strongly predict someone’s potential for

prejudice. This study aims to determine how authoritarian regimes might attempt to activate this

personality trait in order to garner a popular support base for their authoritarian rule. Specifically,

it will look at dominant and competing discourses and how these discourses shape the identity of

the in-group and of the possible out-group(s). To test the hypothesis that authoritarian regimes

will attempt to activate right-wing authoritarian personality traits in their society, we conducted a

critical discourse analysis of regime-friendly media outlets in Jordan and Algeria two weeks prior

to the parliamentary elections in the former, and two weeks prior to the national referendum on

constitutional reform in the latter. The decision to focus on these national decision-making events

was made for the reason that these events are expected to function as ideal opportunities for

incumbent regimes to set the agenda and disseminate their approved narrative. The results of the

analysis show that the dominant discourses in the Algerian texts were different to the dominant

discourses in the Jordanian texts as the former texts focused particularly on internal out-groups

and made extensive use of ‘othering,’ while the latter texts focused particularly on external out-

groups and engaged less actively in ‘othering’. When taking into account the sociocultural

context, we suggest that weak incumbent regimes will engage more actively in ‘othering’

compared to regimes that are relatively stable.



About 5,000 honour killings occur annually worldwide, of which about 15-20 occur annually in

Jordan. These figures account for known, clearly classified honour killings, but due to difficulties

in establishing honour killings and a lack of clear reporting, there are likely far more. Honour

killings are often masked as suicide, disappearance, or a simple murder. The murder of a woman

acused of sullying her family’s honour by a member of her family in order to restore that honour is

often justified by the murderer and family based on their understanding of Islam and national

customs. Women are denied full legal competence in Jordan, which increases their risk of

violence. In order to advance women’s rights, the laws must change in favour of gender equality

and socio-cultural practices must follow.

HONOR CRIMES IN JORDAN: BETWEEN LEGISLATION AND

WOMEN’S EXPERIENCE

Since April 2020, the Egyptian regime has been using broad and unclear legal provision to crack

down on women. Indeed, female influencers, belly-dancers, but also rape victims have been

convicted to harsh imprisonment sentences for having published videos of themselves dancing, or

even for having report sexual assault and rape. They were accused of, among other things,

“undermining the values and family principles of the Egyptian society”, “inciting debauchery” or

“scandalous act”. In all the cases studied in this report, the women were fully clothed when

publishing videos of themselves dancing but were nevertheless compared to prostitutes. The

Egyptian President, Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi has been trying to portray himself as a supporter of

traditional and religious values to gain support from conservatives and Salafi factions.

A NEW WAVE OF REPRESSION STRIKES EGYPT, THIS TIME

WOMEN ARE AT THE FRONTLINE 

REPORTS
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ACHRS circled back on important steps taken by the United Nations (UN). Among those important

steps, the Center noted the UN’s progress towards achieving a ceasefire in Yemen and its

condemnation of the shelling of Tripoli, in Libya. It also mentioned the Human Rights Office’s

condemnation of the European policy to push back refugee boats in the Mediterranean Sea. The

report further focused on the actions that the UN had taken relating to the Covid-19 pandemic. As

such, it noted that UNESCO was working on preventing children from the most vulnerable and

poor families from suffering from the closure of schools.

ACHRS UNITED NATIONS UPDATE 

ACHRS held a brainstorming session on the rule of law in Jordan on February 24, 2020. The

session included 17 parliamentarians, academics, legal experts, and media professionals. The focus

of the session was on how legislation can be amended, policy can be shifted, and the justice

system can be amended to ensure the rule of law in Jordan. 

Mrs. Reem Badran, a former member of the House of Representatives, spoke on how the rule of

law is the backbone of the establishment of a state of justice, noting that the global indicators say

that the government and senior officials are subject to law and that there should be an absence

of corruption and a transparency with individuals and the media. A 2018-2019 study ranked 126

countries on the rule of law index, placing Jordan at 49th with a score of 57%. Dr. Muhammad Al-

Tarawneh, a member of the Scientific Council of the Center, stressed the importance of the rule

of law in that without it, it is difficult to respect democracy and human rights. 

 

Participants agreed on 15 concrete proposals to implement the rule of law more efficiently in

Jordan. 

BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON THE RULE OF LAW IN

JORDAN  

Along with conferences, research, and statements, the Amman

Center for Human Rights Studies also engaged in brainstorming

sessions, released recommendations for women’s rights, and

published a book.   



The second round table session for the social dialogue on women’s rights in Jordan included

nearly forty participants. Members of the House of Representatives and civil society organisations

who work in the fields of law, academics,and legislature attended. Dr. Hamdi Qibailat of the

International Islamic Sciences University presented a research paper, and ACHRS Director Dr.

Nizam Assaf facilitated the dialogue session. 

Participants emphasised that women are limited in political participation and public sector work,

and presented four recommendations to enhance women’s political participation. 

The first recommendation was to raise the percentage of women’s representation, or quota, to no

less than 30% of all elected councils, including unions and local administration councils. 

The second recommendation was to work to overcome economic obstacles for women and finance

women’s electoral campaigns. 

The third recommendation was to support women’s participation in political party life, which would

require new methods and procedures.

Finally, the fourth recommendation was to enhance women’s participation in the executive

branch. Since societal, political, and cultural obstacles prevent women from reaching 

decision-making positions, the system for appointing leadership positions should also adopt the

quota system.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SECOND ROUND TABLE FOR

SOCIAL DIALOGUE  
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CELEBRATING THE CONCLUSION OF THE DIALOGUE

PROJECT WITH PARLIAMENT AND THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY

OF ACHRS  

On 10th February 2020, the Center organised an event to celebrate the conclusion of its project

“Political Dialogue between Civil Society and the Jordanian Parliament” and its 20th anniversary.

The event started with a speech by Dr. Lubna Bayouq, on behalf of the Center. She recalled that

the Center was focusing five fundamental rights, namely: the right to life (with a special focus on

the death penalty), the right to think, the right to speech, the right to participation and women’s

rights.

The speakers included Dr. Eckhard Strauss, a United Nations Senior Adviser on Human Rights,

who praised the project on political dialogue between the civil society and the Jordanian

parliament. He noted that the inclusion of students who were then able to visit the Jordanian

parliament, was an important contribution as it makes sure that young people are involved in the

political debate and the decision-making process.

The event ended with Dr. Nassar Al-Qaisi, the president of the Parliament, giving certificated 

to the graduates of the first class of the youth leadership program for Jordanian 

university students.
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On the occasion of International Women’s Day, ACHRS held a brainstorming session titled:

“What can the United Nations do to help speed up the process of eliminating discrimination

against women in the Arab world?”

The session was moderated by Dr. Malik Twal, former Secretary General of the Ministry of

Political Development. He addressed the following topics: A proposal to develop the work of the

United Nations in regards to their declarations or agreements and decisions; a proposal to

develop the work of the United Nations at the level of strategies and policies; a proposal to

develop the work of the United Nations at the level of organs, bodies, committees and

rapporteurs.

The participants focused on discussing the importance of including cultural, social, economic,

political and legal realities of the Arab countries to enhance women’s rights. They agreed to

adopt a number of recommendations to be submitted to the United Nations Women Office 

in Cairo.

REGIONAL BRAINSTORMING SESSION ON INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN’S DAY  
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OTHER ACTIVITIES

ACHRS published a book this year, titled Political Dialogue between Civil Society and the

Parliament. The book includes the results of the project “Supporting Political Dialogue between

Civil Society and the Jordanian Parliament”, which was implemented by ACHRS with the kind

support of the United Nations Democracy Fund.

Seven sessions were held with students from universities in the northern, central, and southern

Jordan to introduce them to the four project titles, namely the right to life, media freedoms,

academic freedom, and women’s rights. 100 students were chosen for a study visit to Parliament,

after which 25 students were chosen to participate in the student writing competition in these

four titles. Also, an additional 17 male and female students were chosen to participate at their

request. 

The ACHRS held four dialogue sessions, four deputy round tables, and four round tables for

deputies, civil society, and academia under the patronage of the President of the House of

Representatives. The book includes worksheets and recommendations for these eight sessions.

The project concluded with a closing ceremony in which the project outputs were presented. We

extend our sincere thanks to His Excellency Eng. Atef Al-Tarawneh, Speaker of the House of

Representatives, and to Dr. Nassar Al-Qaisi, First Deputy Speaker of the House of

Representatives and to all the representatives and notables who contributed with us to the

success of this project. We also thank all participants from civil society and the academic

community, including experts, trainers, lecturers and students of Jordanian universities for their

role in making this project a success.

ACHRS BOOK PUBLISHED: 

POLITICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN CIVIL SOCIETY AND THE

PARLIAMENT  
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