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Speech by Graduates of the first class of the youth leadership course 

Delivered by Student Rand Assaf, second year of Medicine Faculty/Jordan University 

   

Good evening 

His Excellency Eng. Atef Tarawneh, Speaker of the House of Representatives,  

Sponsor of the Ceremony, 

Excellencies, 

Dear audience, 

I have the honor to deliver this speech on behalf of my colleagues and fellow students 

from the first graduating class of the Youth Leadership Program for Jordanian 

University Students, which took place in 2019. You might wonder: ‘What skills have 

we acquired during this 22-day leadership course?’ 

 I will share with you some of the knowledge and skills that we have obtained 

throughout this course. Skills that have broadened our ideas to concepts, conclusions 

and topics of interest and in this way, were beneficial to everyone involved in the field 

of public affairs. 

 Perhaps the most important skill I have developed is to understand the relationships 

between the concepts of constitution, democracy, human rights, citizenship, collective 

rights and public work. We learnt that the citizens of a State can actively and 

constructively participate in managing the affairs of society and the state, which 

should be based on alignment with popular will, and the principle of the people is the 

source of authorities. Participation in public affairs is not just an administrative 

technique, but should be a system of ideals, values, principles and higher concepts that 

respect people's rights and should therefore at all times be protected by national and 

international law. 

 We learnt the skills of political analysis and its applications on the first wave of the 

Arab Spring. By doing so, we got an insight of the reasons why the Arab Spring 

succeeded in Tunisia whereas it failed in the rest of Arab countries. 

 Additionally, we became acquainted with the international standards for free and fair 

elections and we examined the compatibility of those rules with the elections that have 
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taken place in Arab countries. We concluded that the majority of these elections were 

either fair and not free or free and not fair, and even in some cases, they were neither 

free nor fair. 

 We learnt the importance of political parties within democratic countries, as well as 

the importance of democracy in the internal structure of parties. No democracy is 

possible without pluralism in combination with free and fair elections. Similarly, no 

pluralism is possible without democracy within the internal structure of political 

parties. 

 We had the opportunity to understand the relationship between a human person and 

religion. The direct relationship between an individual and his creator is based upon 

the idea that religion serves a human being, save with consideration of mind when 

interpreting the text. 

While this also works vice versa. 

 Lastly, we learnt that education is not slavery, knowledge is not dependency, and life 

is not a destiny that surrounds our will, and that living in peace and freedom requires a 

lot of sacrifice, patience, and wisdom, and that we must always besiege pain with 

hope. 

 Dear audience, 

Throughout the course we obtained skills in life, in self-realization, in leadership, in 

time management and public speaking. And we learnt that imagination is more 

important than knowledge, because knowledge is limited, and imagination has no 

limits. Also, we learnt that knowledge and awareness are the basis for movement, 

development and progress in thinking, nature and society. We learnt about critical 

studies and emancipatory education in universities through freedom and scientific 

research and respect for academic freedom in the educational community enhanced 

through three actors: professors, students, and administrators. 

 Dear audience, 

We learned in the course that women's issues are a societal affair, not only a feminist, 

which means all politicians and legislators, men and women, and in the same time, the 

political and legislative affairs mean those women, being half of the society on the one 

hand, and a citizen of the second hand. 

We learned that we strive to be in the theoretical consciousness that reveals the 

essence of things, and not limit ourselves to stay in the daily awareness based on the 

apparent things. 
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In the course, we were able to learn the historical and logical dimensions of the 

relationship of different things of one importance, which do their act differently.We 

understood that the former logically in this relationship, is historically the where, and 

vice versa 

 The course encouraged us to develop our national and humanitarian sense when 

facing challenges in order to turn them into opportunities that potentially make 

successes. 

 And that noble human values, such as freedom, justice, equality, national liberation, 

sovereignty and independence, human rights, people’s rights, and patriotism and many 

more, cannot be eliminated or abandoned, but stimulates active involvement in public 

work, and even sacrifice the most precious in order to achieve. We have learnt that a 

politician must serve the people and not only his own interests. 

 Dear audience, 

Allow me, on behalf of this course’s graduates, to express our sincere thanks to the 

Center and those responsible for it, especially from whom we have learnt a lot. The 

people I would like to explicitly thank are: Dr.IbrahimHijazin, Dr. Hashem Nassar, 

Dr. Tayseer Abu Odeh, Dr. Ola Kassab, trainer Muhammad Sarsak and Dr.Nizam 

Assaf. 

 To conclude, I am pleased to announce that we have committed ourselves to the 

Center, and today we pledge before you, that we, the graduates of this leadership 

course, continue to develop our knowledge and apply our scientific values and life 

skills in the service of our country, our nation and our humanity. 

 Thanks to all 

 


