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Introduction: 

The idea of establishing the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty was launched on the sidelines of a 
regional seminar held in Amman, Jordan (2-3 July 2007), which consists of national coalitions against 
the death penalty in Jordan, Egypt, Morocco, Yemen, Mauritania, Palestine, Tunisia and Iraq, and at the 
initiative of the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS). 

A number of activities have been carried out at the level of each country on a regional level, which can 
be summarized as follows: 

First: The efforts of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty: 

1. Issuing numerous statements condemning and condemning some cases of arbitrary execution, 
extrajudicial executions or wholesale executions carried out in some parts of the Arab world. 

2. Welcomes the decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations at its 62nd session, which 
calls on all States that still maintain the death penalty to declare a moratorium on executions, and 
welcomes Algeria's position as the only Arab country to vote in favor of the resolution.  

3. Holding a regional seminar against the death penalty in the Arab world in cooperation with the 
International Organization for Penal Reform and the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, 
with the support of the European Commission and with the participation of a number of 
specialists, researchers, activists and representatives of national alliances against the death 
penalty in eight Arab countries (Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, Egypt, Morocco, Algeria and 
Morocco) discussed the legislative, political and social environment in the countries mentioned 
above, discussed strategies and action plans for national coalitions against the death penalty, 
advocated pro-democracy campaigns Anti-death penalty. 
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4. Issuing statements welcoming the development of the position of some Arab countries that 
abstained in the vote on the resolution calling for a moratorium on the implementation of the 
death penalty in preparation for its abolition, after these countries voted against the resolution. 

5. Participation in the issuance of the (Alexandria Declaration of 2008) urging Arab countries to 
implement UN recommendation No. 62/149 on the abolition of the application of the death 
penalty. 

6. Issuing numerous publications and bulletins on the death penalty in order to create a kind of 
mobilization of public opinion against the death penalty in the Arab world. 

7. The establishment of the Arab Observatory against the Death Penalty, which serves as a website 
to monitor and document executions in the Arab world. The Observatory was established in 2008 
by the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, which coordinates the meetings of the Arab 
Coalition against the Death Penalty. 

8. Commemoration of the World Anniversary of the Death Penalty on 10 October of each year. A 
prize for the best research on the death penalty in 2013 and the recognition of some activists in 
the field was discussed and will be implemented on the International Day against the Death 
Penalty in October. 

9. Participated in many seminars and workshops organized by some civil society organizations in 
the Arab world, and specific topics such as: 
- The role of judges and prosecutors in reducing the death penalty. 
- The role of lawyers in reducing the death penalty. 
- The role of the media in combating the death penalty. 
- The role of electronic media in reducing the death penalty. 

These seminars were implemented by the Arab Center for the Independence of Arab Judges and 
Lawyers, with the participation of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty in Egypt, Yemen, 
Lebanon and Jordan. 

10. Re-publish the reports of Amnesty International and its Regional Office in Beirut on the death 
penalty in a manner that is useful, so that the reports and statistics issued by Amnesty 
International and its regional office in Beirut become one of the most important references to the 
work of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty. 
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11. The Coalition is now working hard to urge the Arab countries that have not yet joined the Alliance 
to join, especially the Gulf States, Libya and Sudan, especially after the Arab Spring, which left 
some positive effects on the efforts of the Arab Alliance. 

12. The Coalition also developed a preliminary vision for coordination with national human rights 
institutions in Arab countries and some civil society organizations to work together to combat the 
death penalty, believing that the death penalty is an attack on the most important human right: 
the right to life. 

13. On 17/4/2013 the periodic meeting of the General Assembly of the Arab Coalition Against the 
Death Penalty was held in Amman and approved the work plan for the next two years, which 
resulted in a number of resolutions including: 
- Follow-up communication between coordinators of Arab alliances through social media. 
- Feeding the Coalition's website on activities related to the death penalty, articles and studies. 
- Opening channels of communication with universities and academic institutions in the Arab 

world. 
- Establishment of an honorary award for individuals and institutions in the field of combating 

the death penalty. 
- Develop a plan of action for each national coalition on its own and send a copy to the Arab 

Alliance. 
- To establish links with institutions and entities working in the field of combating the death 

penalty. 
- Creating channels of communication with Arab parliamentarians and media professionals with 

a view to establishing lobby groups within parliaments to amend national legislation. 
- The General Assembly of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty elected Dr. 

Mohammed Al-Tarawneh as Chairman and Dr. Nizam Assaf as Executive Director. 
14. The Arab Coalition Against the Death Penalty held a regional conference on the death penalty in 

cooperation with the National University of Ajloun in Jordan in April 2013, in which a large 
number of Arab countries participated. All aspects (legislative, social, religious, political) related to 
the death penalty were discussed. 

15. The Coalition is currently developing a database of the death penalty in the Arab world with a 
view to monitoring the executions in each country and limiting jurisprudence aimed at reducing 
the death penalty by re-adapting the charge to a penalty of deprivation of liberty instead of 
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capital punishment. This has already been done through two studies on the role of the judiciary 
in relation to the death penalty in Egypt and Jordan. 

16. The Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty participated in the International Conference on the 
Death Penalty held in Madrid from 12-16 July 2013, with more than one intervention and a 
working paper on the status of the death penalty in the Arab world. The General Assembly of the 
Arab Coalition in Madrid A meeting discussed ways to develop the work of the Alliance and the 
prospects of expanding its membership geographically and spectrally. 

17. Participation in the International Conference against the Death Penalty held on 25-27 June 2016 
in Oslo, Norway. 

18. Participation in the International Conference against the Death Penalty to be held on 26 February 
to 1 March 2019 in Brussels. 

This is a brief presentation of the activities of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty in the Arab 
World. There is a future direction to redouble efforts in a broader and more comprehensive framework, 
including reviewing national legislation in coordination with Arab parliaments in coordination with national 
alliances. 

Second: Efforts of national coalitions against the death penalty: 

In addition to the previous efforts that took place within a regional framework, each national coalition has 
carried out certain activities within the countries of the Alliance, for example: 

1. The Jordanian Coalition held several seminars on the death penalty in coordination with some 
NGOs in Jordan, such as the International Institute for Solidarity with Women, Al Hayat Haq, and 
the Arab Center for the Independence of the Judiciary and Arab Lawyers. 

2. The Jordanian Coalition against the Death Penalty hosted the fourth meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Arab Coalition against Death, which approved the next work plan, approved the 
draft rules of procedure of the Arab Coalition and the preparation of the international conference 
held in Madrid in 2013, 10/2013. 

3. The Alliance held a seminar on "Death Penalty between Refusal and Acceptance" at the French 
Cultural Center on 10/10/2017, in which it presented several papers covering the legislative, 
religious and judicial dimensions. 
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4. The Coalition held the "Skills of Advocacy in Death Penalty Cases" in cooperation with the 
Amman Center for Human Rights Studies as part of its program to commemorate the 70th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on 10/10/2018. 

5. In addition, the implementation of many activities by national alliances in Egypt, Iraq, Palestine, 
Yemen, Lebanon and Mauritania, which are published on the website of the Arab Observatory 
against the death penalty on the link:                                                                      
www.dp.achrs.org 

6. In implementation of the above, the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, in its capacity as 

coordinator of the Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty, uses its efforts in this regard. 

In sum: efforts to combat the death penalty promotes respect for human rights, the most 
fundamental of which is the right to life, and the death penalty is a flagrant violation of the 
right to life. 

The Arab Coalition against the Death Penalty has achieved an important achievement in 
this area, which is to break the silence around the death penalty, in a sense that the talk 
on this subject is more frankly and clearly than ever before after talking about such 
taboos. 

Finally, it should be noted that the size and width of the work of the Arab Alliance and its 
national alliances have been influenced by two main factors: the first factor witnessed by 
the Arab region during the past eight years; the second factor is that the Arab Alliance is, 
for the moment, engaged in its activities voluntarily and without funding from anyone. 
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