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Speech of Graduates by Fatema Halema (Syria) 

On the occasion of International Women's Day 

Graduation ceremony of the 10th, 11th and 12th class  

Participated in the Jordanian Institute for Women’s Leadership Program 2017 

Organized by Amman Center of Human Rights Studies & Amman Forum Society 

for Human Rights 

Monday, 12 March, 2018 

 

Dr.Lubna Bayouq / Member of the scientific councle of ACHRS 

Your Excellency Peter MacDougall, Ambassador of Canada to Jordan , 

 

Mr. Zaid Scheik, representative of UN Women, Jordan,  

 

Mr. Mr. Egidijus Navikas/Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the European Union Delegation 

to Jordan). 

Dear guests, 

 

Dear Audience 

In my name and on behalf of my colleagues, graduates of the tenth, eleventh, and 

2017 twelfth courses for women's leadership program, I thank you all for attending 

this graduation, on a special occasion, International Women's Day. So let me 

congratulate you all on this day in which all community forces, peoples, 

governments, and the United Nations express their concern for the rights of women 

and their efforts to promote and protect these rights, and I wish to see their 

declarations and promises, especially in our Arab countries, a way to practically 

put it them into action, in accordance with the International Bill of Human Rights 

and the human rights of women. 
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Dear guests, 

Allow me also to thank all my fellow graduates of the Amman Center for Human 

Rights Studies for their care to provide a lot of support to us as women leaders and 

trainees within days and months of training, and outside the framework of training, 

of moral and logistic support to facilitate our humanitarian work in the first place. 

A beautiful trip that, of which we lived the rich subjects in a time of hardships for 

the Arab region, we come from countries whose societies are, unfortunately, 

rippling with conflicts and divisions, as well as the winds of change that promise 

triumph of the values of humanity, justice, freedom, human rights, and the rights of 

peoples. 

• The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies has never neglected to provide all 

the distinguished efforts and knowledge in terms of its distinguished and useful 

training cadres of the finest professors and activists in the field of human rights, 

civil rights, democracy, elections, constitutional law, Islamic studies, social 

sciences, and gender., in addition to communication, creative thinking, leadership 

skills, political analysis, time management, speech skills, and other subjects 

covered by the program. 

• My fellow trainees also enriched this course through their diverse personal 

experiences as leaders in the Jordanian Parliament, gender, social and human rights 

specialists, psychosocial support, humanitarian organizations, activists in 

supporting the peace process in their countries, and constitution building processes. 

This training was a useful combination between the theory of leadership and the 

high humanitarian rules, and the leadership skills and practical experience in a 

participatory approach that accompanies all our training days. 

• In the midst of this training, each training issue was related to the past to see the 

mistakes and lack of women's role in many aspects and to connect them to the 

present, which requires more efforts, especially women, to work on various human 

rights issues and to reach a leading and pioneering role of Arab women, which is 

absent in many aspects of society and political leadership or is used as a cosmetic 

framework for institutions looking for women to provide a picture acceptable to 

the other. 
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• In this region rich in cultural diversity and civilization as it is rich in oil and wars, 

we do not lack the positive legacy of the role of women since the beginning of 

creation here, for Zenobia remarkably lead her country in a regional role, and Julia 

Dumna was the empress on the throne of Rome. 

The conditions of the past may not be better than the circumstances of today, but 

the society that managed to build the character of women well, the women herself 

brought to the height of glory and development. 

• Today we finish this training and our souls are filled with determination to 

continue work to end the conflict and rebuild our countries with love and human 

values, before stone construction. 

 

Dear guests, 

From here, on my behalf and on behalf of my leadership colleagues and on our 

graduation day from the Jordanian Institute for Women Leaders, I thank the 

Canadian Fund for Local Initiatives for their support for the training courses for 

participants in the eleventh course in Mafraq and twelfth course in Amman. 

We also thank the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies as trainers and 

management staff for their generosity in organizing these courses for the 

participants in the tenth course voluntarily and without any funding from anyone. 

Perhaps this spirit in continuous volunteer work is one of the most prominent 

features of the Amman Center in the service of human rights at the local and 

regional levels. We are delighted that we are also graduates of one of its 

distinguished programs. 

 • As a Syrian Arab, I would like to welcome you someday in my country: 

From the balcony of my house at the peak of Qassion I look 

I see the glory of those who went and those who come  

And I see who comes from the unseen with an olive rejecting jihad  

Almost the light of its oil fills the earth with peace  



4 

 

I see you as honored guests coming  

Of the seven gates of Ataq I look upon you. 

Overwhelming the places with humanity. 

Welcome that day and welcome my guest 

 

Thank you all for listening 

Wishing everyone happiness in their private and public lives and for my 

country's security and peace. 

 

Fatima Halima 

Graduate of the tenth course 

 


