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Speech of Graduates by Dr.Lubna Bayouq, member of  

Scientific Council of ACHRS 

On the occasion of International Women's Day 
Graduation ceremony of the 10th, 11th and 12th class 

Participated in the Jordanian Institute for Women’s Leadership Program 2017 

Organized by Amman Center of Human Rights Studies & Amman Forum Society for Human 

Rights 

(Monday, 12 March, 2018) 

 

Your Excellency Peter MacDougall, Ambassador of Canada to Jordan , 

Mr. Zaid Scheik, representative of UN Women, Jordan,  
Mr. Mr. Egidijus Navikas/Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the European Union Delegation to Jordan). 
Dear guests, 

Dear Audience  

I would like to welcome you to the graduation ceremony of the tenth, eleventh, and 

twelfth courses of the Women's Leadership Program of the Jordan Institute for 

Women's Leadership, which has been implemented by the Amman Center for 

Human Rights Studies since 2010. 

I would also like to thank the distinguished Ambassador of Canada, our 

distinguished guests from the United Nations Women's Fund, and the European 

Union for their participation in the celebration of International Women's Day and 

the graduation of (51) women leaders from Jordan, Syria, Palestine, Iraq, Yemen, 

and Sudan for (100) training hours. The Women's Leadership Program included 

providing participants with theoretical knowledge, practical skills, and adjustment 

in the attitudes of women leaders and their role in building a gender-free society in 

which the values of justice, equality, freedom, dignity, and respect for citizens' 

rights and human rights of women. 
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Dear guests, 

Our celebration coincides with the commemoration of the International Day of 

Women by the peoples of the world, which reminds us of the historic injustice that 

was manifested in forms of discrimination on the basis of gender and invites us 

today to change and join efforts to establish women's human rights and equality 

with men, not to mention the need to achieve the highest value of women's place in 

human society. This is an opportunity to salute and express our pride at the 

Amman Center for Human Rights for the role and courage of all women in the 

world in making the history of their countries and societies and for the triumph of 

the values of freedom, justice, equality, and human and peoples' rights. 

We pay tribute to the efforts of the United Nations Women Commission, which 

has undertaken an initiative towards existing commitments on gender equality, 

women's empowerment, and women's human rights in pursuit of the main goals of 

the 2030 Agenda, in particular Goal (5) on gender equality and Goal (4) on 

ensuring quality, fair, and inclusive education for all. The theme will also focus on 

the new commitments under the "prepared" initiative of the United Nations 

Women's Commission, and others: 

- Ensure that all girls and boys enjoy free and fair primary and secondary 

education, good quality early childhood development and care, and pre-school 

education, as well as the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women 

and girls and all forms of violence against all women and harmful practices such as 

child marriage, forced marriage, and others. 

Dear guests, 

With the graduation of the new three courses, the Center has graduated (157) 

women leaders aged between (22) and (40), (74) from Jordan, (50) from Syria, 

(16) from Libya, (6) from Iraq, (6) from Sudan, and (5) from Yemen, and this is 

the source of the sixth pride. Here, let me thank the Canadian Fund for Local 

Initiatives for their financial support of JD (18,875) to secure the requirements of 
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(25) training days in Mafraq and Amman, the majority of which are Syrian 

refugees. 

I would like to recall that the Center, following its successful graduation of the first 

batch of women leaders in Libya in 2014, initiated the first phase of the Women 

Leaders Program in Yemen with the participation of 15 participants in early 2015. 

We hope that peace and security will work in Yemen and that the Yemeni people 

will be able to return for normal life so that we can follow the implementation of 

the second and third phases this year or next year. 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

In the area of preparing trainers in human rights center, the Center organized (22) 

training courses of trainers (ranging in duration from 20 to 24 days), from which 

graduated more than 290 trainers in human rights and women's rights from (13) 

Arab countries, and (164) of the trainers were females, which is more than half of 

the graduates of the courses, and this is our fourth source of pride, and the Center 

also accommodated (82) female participants from outside Jordan participations in 

deferent events, out of 119 participants and this is our fifth source of pride. 

With the graduation of the new 3 groups, the Center graduated (157) Women's 

leadership, (74) of which are from Jordan, (16) from Libya, (50) from Syria, (6) 

from Iraq, (6) Sudan and (5) from Yemen, and this is our sixth source of pride. The 

Center also implemented the women's leadership program in Libya, and (15) 

participants graduated in early 2013, in addition to completing the first phase of the 

women's leadership program in Yemen early 2015, and the second and third phases 

to implement it next year, thus our program has taken an Arab dimension, and this 

is our seventh source of pride. 
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The Center also adopt the Oath of ACHRS Commencement for Women’s 

Leadership, we will listen to the graduates before the distribution of the certificates 

for them, perhaps the ACHRS presented in this contribution remembered after a 

while of time , and this is our eighth source of pride.  

We hope, as much as we are confident, that the impact of those women's activity in 

various social, political, legal, and academic aspects will be apparent in the coming 

years. 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

As we promised earlier that the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies will 

continue to implement this program even if it is voluntary, we promise you again 

that the Center will continue to implement this 2018 Women Leaders Program. We 

will pay special attention to Syrian, Iraqi, Yemeni, Libyan, and Sudanese women 

living in Jordan. We wish peace to their countries to be able to return safely to their 

countries as soon as possible to contribute to the transformation and democratic 

building. 

Allow me to thank all the trainers and administrative staff who contributed with us 

with their time and effort so that we can hold this ceremony: Dr. Ibrahim Hijazin, 

Dr. Hashim Nassar, lawyer Islam AL Zateemeh, lawyer Amani Aweys, lawyer 

Manhal Al Sayda, lawyer Raed Al Athamna, poet  Eman Ziadeh, journalist Salim 

Qabilat, and Dr. Nitham Assaf. 

Finally, I would like to tell our dear graduates that I congratulate them for this 

achievement and I hope but further development and progress for them to be 

proud, for success only comes with hard work and I am confident that each one left 

a special mark in this course and exerted a lot of effort throughout this year to 

benefit and continue to achieve her goal. 
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I call upon each and every one of you to diligently take responsibility and continue 

to work with excellence to represent the women leaders in a new location and 

apply what you obtained of expertise to achieve your goals in support of Jordanian 

women and service of your country. 

As we told those who graduated before you, we tell you today: "The higher the 

lamp was the more light it would spread, rise with your morale, thinking, and 

potentials, and then you will find that the scope of positive influence in society has 

widened gradually." 

Finally, I wish for new graduates success in family, professional, political and 

public life, as in the service and promotion of human and peoples' rights, in the 

hope that the knowledge and skills acquired through this unique and qualitative 

program contribute to the development of the Jordanian and Arab women 

participation in various decision-making positions. 

 

Thank you for listening 

Amman, 12/3/2018 


