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Excellences,  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It is indeed a real pleasure for me to be here today again with you to rejoice this 

important event that adds concrete consistence and meaning to the recently 

celebrated International Women's Day. It represents a milestone in the life of these 

young students graduated in the Women’s Leadership Program and an occasion 

for me to reiterate, the EU commitment in fostering equality between women and 

men. 

 

The European Union's founding values and the commitment to achieving gender 

equality both within our borders and across the globe, is something we think about 

on daily basis. We are proud of what we have achieved so far. More and more 

women both within the European Union and beyond have equal opportunities in 

the world of work, and are leaders in every field, be it business, politics or 

education. 

Although inequalities still exist in Europe, the EU has made significant progress 

over the last decades. This is mainly thanks to: equal treatment legislation; gender 

mainstreaming; and specific measures for the advancement of women. 

 

Here in Jordan, the European Delegation has been supporting women participation 

within the political and social spheres with a number of partners and civil society 

counterparts, including Al Hayat Center. 
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Today, our pivotal areas of focus have been defined to include: 

1) Ensuring girls’ and women's physical and psychological integrity; 

2) Promoting social and economic rights/empowerment of women and girls; 

3) Strengthening girls' and women's voice and participation. 

 

In Jordan, and despite a general trend towards more equality in society and on the 

labour market, progress in eliminating gender inequalities remains slow. 

Researches have shown that economic independence is a prerequisite for enabling 

both women and men to exercise control over their lives and to make genuine 

choices. 

 

However, some encouraging trends include the increased number of women in the 

labour market and their progress in securing better education and training. We take 

pride in many accomplishments and we actively share our experiences with our 

partner countries, including Jordan.   

 

Of course, this is not enough, we (the EU and Jordan) stand together, committed to 

creating better opportunities and more access to you and to the generations to 

come. 

 

Let me finish with my warmest congratulations to you for the important objective 

achieved. We, as you, believe in gender equality, and we as you believe that things 

can change. 

 

Well done!! 

Thank you 
 


