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Conference on Academic Freedoms’ measures in Arab Universities 
 organized by 

 

  Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) 
In cooperation with  

Foundation for the Future (FFF) 
 

Draft agenda 

Amman, 21-22 December 2013 

 

FIRST DAY: Saturday 21/12/2013 

09:30-10:00 Welcoming speech 

10:00-10:15 Coffee Break 

First session:  Academic Freedoms Measure in universities: attempts and 
international experiences 

Session Chairman: 

10:15-13:30 In this session, each speaker will give a brief overview: 

A) What are the main problems faced by academic 
institutions in the field of academic freedoms? 

B) What are the methods used to determine violations that 
fall on academic freedoms? 

C) What are the tests to measure the reality of academic 
freedoms and significance? 
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Speakers 

10:15-10:40 African experience 

10:40-11:05 European experience 

11:05-11:30 Asian experience 

11:30-11:55 Experience of Eastern Europe 

11:55-13:30 General discussion 

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break 

Second Session: Impediments to measure Academic Freedoms in the Arab 
countries 

14:30-17:00 

 

In this session, participants will be equally divided in two 
parallel tracks, each participant with a worksheet will provide 
his opinion on the following points: 

A) The most important problems faced by academic 
institutions in the field of academic freedoms. 

B) The methods used to determine violations of academic 
freedom. 

C) Indicators to measure the reality of academic freedoms 
and significance. 

The first track session on constraints of measuring 
Session Chairman: 

14:30-15:00 Worksheet on the status of public universities in the North 
African Arab countries. 

15:00-15:30 Worksheet on the status of public universities in the middle 
Eastern Arab countries. 
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15:30-17:00 General discussion 

The second track parallel session on constraints of measuring 

Chairman of parallel session: 

14:30-15:00 Worksheet on the status of private universities in Egypt and 
Sudan 

15:00-15:30 Worksheet on the status of private universities in the Middle 
Eastern Arab countries 

15:30-17:00 General discussion 

SECOND DAY: Sunday, 22/12/2013 

Third session: A proposal by the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies 
on measuring Academic Freedoms in some Arab countries 

Session Chairman: 

Preparing the proposal by: Dr.Mohammed Al Musa (Jordan) 

09:00-09:30 Proposedmeasure of the Amman Center for Academic 
Freedom / Dr.Mohammed Al Musa 

09:30 -11:15 General discussion 

11:15 -11:30 Coffee Break 

Working groups: members of the Conference will be divided into four 
groups 

11:30-13:30 Group A: university governance indicators (administrative and 
financial autonomy, accountability, and transparency) 

Facilitator of Group A: 

11:30-13:30 Group B: indicators of intellectual freedoms within academic 
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institutions (freedom of teaching and learning, freedom of 
research by the professor and the student, freedom of 
expression of scientific truth, freedom to publish the results of 
scientific research .... etc.) 

Facilitator of Group B: 

11:30-13:30 Group C : Indicator of academics’ rights related to: 
- Education on the basis of meritocracy and equality 

- Job security 

- The right of access to information 

- Forming unions 

- Freedom of belief and opinion 

- The right to challenge disciplinary actions 

Facilitator of Group C: 

11:30-13:30 Group D: indicator of access to academic institutions and 
bodies 
- Equal access. 
- Equality in enrolment. 
- Equality in the quality of university education. 
- The clarity of the foundations of accepting students and 
appointing professors. 
Facilitator of Group D: 

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break 

14:30-16:30 General discussion 

Fourth Session: Adoption of the concluding statement of the conference 

Session Chairman: 

16:30-17:00 Discussion and approving the concluding statement 

17:00-17:15  Conference ending ceremonies 

 
 


