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Greetings from ACHRS 

The Amman Center for Human 
Rights Studies had a busy and productive 
summer 2010. ACHRS has engaged in a 
wide array of rewarding activities from 
workshops and training sessions, to net-
working and conferences. The Center held 
three workshops on the Project JIWL man-
aged in collaboration with Finn Church 
Aid. The center has seen the participation 
of 10 women from different areas of Jor-
dan that will run the elections. The work-
shops focused on the following issues: 
Law, the State, the Government, the Rule 
of the Parliament.  

As always, ACHRS has continued 
to strengthen its international network, and 
has further solidified its commitment to hu-
man rights defense. In coordination with 
the IPU (Inter-Parliamentary Union) and 
UNDP, ACHRS conducted a research pro-
ject to examine the inclusiveness of the 
Jordanian Parliament in particular the rep-
resentation of minorities and indigenous 
peoples in Parliament. 

 
Furthermore, ACHRS is now con-

ducing an extensive research campaign 
regarding the projects funded in the Middle 
East (focus on: Democracy, Human 
Rights, Media Freedom, Youth) by several 
donors in the last five years. The aim will 
be to create an international network of 
shared knowledge so that the access to 
information is easy and direct. 

 
This newsletter will provide further 

details on the mentioned activities as well 
as update readers on further activities con-
ducted by the Center during the past four 
months. As always ACHRS plays a lead-
ing role in regional human rights defense 
and is hard at work in that regard. The 
Center has continued to reach a high num-

ber of professionals: journalists, NGO 
workers, public officials and lawyers to 
take part in these activities, all of whom 
help ensure the success of our projects. 
Enjoy reading the newsletter and many 
thanks for your continued support and in-
terest in ACHRS!  
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Conclusion of the training of trainers (TOT) on  Human 

Rights for the police officers of the Iraqi Kurdistan Region 

conclusion of the training of trainers (TOT) on human rights for the police officers of 
the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, organized by the Amman Center for Human Rights 
Studies [ACHRS] and the Popular Aid Organization (PAO) in cooperation with the 
Norwegian Popular Aid (NPA) and the Ministry of Interior/ Government of the Iraqi 
Kurdistan region. Twelve police officers of the various police sections participated in 
the 10-day session (12-22/5/2010). 
The session included training on the international criteria of the freedom of expres-
sion, the role of the judicial branch of government in bolstering human rights, the 
international convention on anti-torture and other harsh, brutal or insulting penalties 
(CAT). It also included the successful methods in communications, the training 
process, the drawing up of a general framework for a training plan, skills of presen-
tation of training, and handling of embarrassing situations. 
After completing their training, the participants made presentations of training ses-
sions on the guarantees provided by the Iraqi law for the defense of the defendants 
during their interrogation as well as the guarantees of the rights of the adversaries 
in the criminal lawsuit. The presentations also included the rights of defendants in 
the Shar'iah (Religious Law) and the civil law, the rights of the arrested persons be-
tween theory and practice, the freedom of opinion and expression, and the right to 
life from the standpoint of the Islamic Shari'ah. The presentations also discussed 
the guaranteeing of the rights of the adolescent, forms of violence against women 
in Kurdistan, the international criteria of the rights of prisoners, and human rights 
guarantees during interrogation. They finally included the work of police in light of 
the human rights principles, and saving lives and rendering aid during natural dis-
asters. 
The training was carried out by Dr Muhammad El Tarawneh, journalist Yahya Shu-
qayr, attorney Manhal Al Sidah, ACHRS Director Dr Nizam Assaf, and director of 
the Popular Aid Organization (PAO), attorney Hogr Cheto. 
 
At the end of the training session, ACHRS Director General, Dr Nizam Assaf; and 
Director General of the Popular Aid Organization (PAO), attorney Hawker Gatto, 
handed over the graduation certificates to the male and female graduates.It is note-
worthy that the ACHRS and the Popular Aid Organization (PAO) have been linked 
with a strategic cooperation agreement for the last five years. The two took the ini-
tiative together to form the Iraqi League of Human Rights Trainers in 2007 and the 
Iraqi Alliance of the Human Rights Organizations in 2009. This session is the 17th 
session in the series of the training of trainers on human rights which was held by 
the ACHRS ever since it was established 10 years ago. A total of 250 male and fe-
male participants from 12 Arab countries participated in these sessions  
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JIWL: Finn Church Aid Project 

 Amman Center for Human Rights Studies (ACHRS) held a workshop on the Imple-
mentation of JIWL Project about the  Women in Parliament. The project began on 
25/06/02010 and is currently ongoing. 
 
A total of ten women have been recruited to complete the training program (two each 
from the four northernmost and four southernmost provinces, and 6 from the more 
heavily populated central provinces). 
 
ACHRS and Finn Church Aid expect that the greatest challenge in executing this 
project will be ensuring that participants are recommended and selected based on 
merit regardless of socio-economic background. 
 
There will be twelve sessions in total: all the topics necessary and useful to the per-
sonal and political preparation of the women involved in the project will be dealt. 
 
In the first training session (25-26/06/10), Mr. Ibrahim Hijazin reviewed the concepts of 
State, Constitution, Law, Citizenry, Democracy, Human Rights, Political Development, 
Pluralism and Alternation of Power. 
 
The second one (30-31/07/2010) dealt with International Legitimacy of Human Rights, 
the background, the development, the International Agreement on Women (particularly 
the CEDAW). These topics were covered by the center director of ACHRS, Dr. Nizam 
Assaf.  
 
Freedom of Opinion and Expression, meeting and organization and the laws regulating 
them in Jordan were managed by Dr. Ibrahim Hijazin and Mrs. Nadia Al Betshawesh 
during the second day of the same session. 
 
The third meeting took place on the 6-7/8/2010 and the main topic was the role of par-
ties in political life. Dr Hijazin explained to the participants the rise of the Political Par-
ties in Jordan and their development, the role of the parties in political life and the Par-
ties law and their current conditions. During the second day of the same session the 
topics treated were about the special relationship between the parties and the women 
(Dr. Qashoua): the  background, the relationship between the Women and the Trade 
Unions (Eng. Ramadan) and the last topic has been the link  between the Political Par-
ties and the democratic life within the same parties; the lesson was leaded by Dr. Hi-
jazin. 
 
In the fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh session (that will form the end of the month of 
September,  Mr.Hijazin will dealt with the topics of  the Jordanian Political System 
(Political Reform and Constitutional Development), the Law of the Elections in Jordan 
compared with the others World's laws and the Structure, the Rule and the Position of 
the Jordanian Government. 
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On the 15th of June the NDI (National Democratic Institute) had a meeting with Dr. Ni-
zam Assaf on behalf of ACHRS to discuss the objectives of both of the NGOs. 
Mrs. Le Roy, the Deputy Chief of Party for Jordan, Middle East & North Africa, ex-
plained the rule of NDI and the synergy of the organization with several projects con-
cerning women. The NDI`s expected outcomes are to understand and to overview the 
rule of the Jordanian Parliament (how It acts, Its composition, the members..), to en-
hance the communication building between NDI and the Parliament and the organiza-
tion of several training workshops about the women's role. 
 
Dr. Nizam Assaf explained that the Law about the women In the Parliament was rati-
fied in the month of May 2010. ACHRS` omens are to prepare a new leadership gen-
eration for the future composed by women with look to transform the thinking/willing of 
the women involved. They must be prepared and able to lead their own stance.  
Other topic discussed by Dr. Assaf has been the monitoring of the elections operated 
by ACHRS and ENAR (Election Network for the Arab Region). They monitored the 
elections in  several regions: Iraq, Lebanon, Kuwait, Sudan, Morocco, Mauritania, 
Yemen and Jordan. During the last elections in Jordan (2007) 22 organizations moni-
tored the electoral process. 
 

The 6 July of 2010 ACHRS met with Harriet Ware-Austin who is the partner of 
Adroit, a small consulting agency specialized in Human Rights enhancing governance 
and support democracy. Adroit  provided background analysis of human rights situa-
tions and violations to one of its clients in Jordan. 
During the meeting the director of the Amman Center for Human Rights Studies, D. Ni-
zam Assaf explained to the Adroit`s responsible, Mrs. Harriet Ware-Austin (the expert 
of human rights in International Relations) the work of the Amman Center about the 
human rights studies: the right to speech, the right to think and the right to participate 
in the area of Middle East. 
In the past 4 years, ACHRS in cooperation with 9 Iraqi NGOs partners and a further  
20 Arab NGOs participated in the monitoring of the elections in Iraq, Bahrain, Kuwait 
and Yemen. The Center also released many reports about the elections and about hu-
man rights in general. 
For more information:  
http://arabew.org/ and http://www.adroitconsultants.com/ 
 
 

ACHRS and Adroit 

ACHRS and NDI: meeting  
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Next meeting: ACHRS and NEAR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the month of November 2010, under the Patronage of Professor Hisham al Ghasib, 
the President of Princes Sumaia University for Technology, ACHRS, NEAR and SAR 
will organize a workshop on Academic Freedom in Arab Universities. 
 
25 Academics from 14 Arab Countries will attend the meeting that will focus on the An-
nual Report on Academic Freedom. The main objective of the meeting will be to create 
a strategic plan of Arab Society for Academic Freedom (ASAF). 
 
The action plan will be the selection of priority activities and to discuss the main topics 
of the conference: What/who will be involved? Which will be the responsibilities? Which 
are the potential obstacles? Which are the priorities in the upcoming 3 years? 
All these questions will be the topics of 
discussion between the participants involved 
and the outcomes will be fundamental to 
continue this project in the future. 
 
Since 2004 ACHRS has been working on 
 “Academic Freedom in the Arab Universi-
ties”. In the same year ACHRS published 
the  Annual Declaration for Human Rights:  
this declaration, that has a fundamental im-
portance  because It was the first in this 
field, contains  16 principles. 
For more information: 
http://www.achrs.org/english/ 
 
 
In 2006 ACHRS conducted a conference 
about Academic Freedom in the Iraqi Uni-
versities. The project was organized in two 
stages: the first one in Baghdad and the 
second one in Amman. 
In 2008 ACHRS, in cooperation with NEAR 
(Network for Education and Academic 
Rights) and SAR (Scholars at Risk), pub-
lished four books about Academic Freedom and created also a website about Aca-
demic Freedom in the Arab Countries : http://www.afwinfo.org/look/english/index.tpl 
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ACHRS and IPU: promoting inclusive parliaments  
(cont. from page 5) 
 

 
The Inter-Parliamentary Union (Geneve) and UNDP are collaborating on a research 
project to examine the inclusiveness of parliament, and in particular the representation 
of minorities and indigenous peoples in parliament. The overall objectives of the pro-
ject are to:  
 
 
• Increase knowledge on the representation of minorities and indigenous peoples in 

parliament 
• Provide tools for parliaments and other stakeholders on promoting inclusive parlia-

ments.  
• Build capacity to advocate for more inclusive parliaments. 
 
 
ACHRS, in collaboration with IPU prepared a case study : 
 

Executive Summary 

 

The aim of this study is to enhance knowledge of the parliamentary representation of 
the minorities in Jordan and the number of seats allocated for each minority, their geo-
graphic distribution and the various positive measures that were taken to consolidate 
their representation and participation in the decision-making process and the provision 
of the mechanisms to implement these measures on the spot. 
 
The aim of this study also is to create an institutional building that can integrate the 
representatives of the minorities in the parliamentary assembly and that can raise the 
awareness of the members of the parliamentary assembly, political parties and the 
various political blocs in the country concerning the issues of the minorities by using 
various means and providing information to all the concerned parties, particularly the 
international parties on the quality and level of the parliamentary representation of the 
minorities, and finally, to identity the challenges which parliamentary work is facing and 
giving a summary on the most important good practices in which the parliamentary as-
sembly participated in order to integrate the minorities. 
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ACHRS and IPU 
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  As for the representation of the minorities in parliament, it is as follows: 

 
 

The method followed in the appointment of the deputies of the minorities is direct 
election and the quota system. 

 
Most deputies nominate themselves as independent candidates with the exception 

of the deputies of the Islamic Action Front Party who nominate themselves 
through the representation of their bases in the party. It should be pointed out 
in this regard that members of the Islamic Action Front Party include Circas-
sians, Chechens, and Christians. 

 
Generally speaking, there are no measures obstructing party work whether as far 

as the deputies of the minorities or other deputies are concerned. 
 
There are no electoral measures or provisions stipulating conditions for the partici-

pation of the deputies of the minorities because the measures and provisions 
involve all the parliament deputies without any discrimination. 

 
There is respect for the customs and holidays of the minorities. The state pro-

nounces as national holidays some of the religious holidays of the Christian 
minority. Furthermore, no restrictions are imposed on the traditional dress of 
some deputies of the minorities. 

 
We have not noticed any activities which parliament carried out to consolidate inte-

gration among the deputies because there was no need for such activities 
since the integration and homogeneity already exist. 
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In pursuit of enhancement of academic culture about the projects conducted over the 
past  several years in the strategic area of the Middle East and to create a network of 
shared knowledge, ACHRS prepared a questionnaire (hereunder) to be sent to all of 
the major donors, partners and foundations that work in this area. 

ACHRS will receive all the questionnaires from these agencies and organizations, the 
data collected will be elaborated and catalogued in order to create a final document 
containing all of the results. 

The ACHRS team will organize a meeting in Amman (on the 11th of November) to dis-
cuss with the partners that contributed to collect the data required through the ques-
tionnaire: the aim will be to create an effective and dynamic network of shared knowl-
edge about the different humanitarian projects which target the Middle East. 

In case your organization has not received the questionnaire and you have conducted 
projects in the Middle East please download the document on our website. We are 
specifically concerned with work in the areas of interest of our research (Jordan, Egypt, 
Bahrain and Yemen). We have uploaded the document to our website so we welcome 
any organization to fill out the questionnaire  and submit it to us.  

For any information, please contact us: 

• achrs@achrs.org 

• ir@achrs.org 

ACHRS sincerely thanks those who have collaborated with us for this project and to 
those who have or will participate in this research! 

Amman Center for Human Rights Studies Quarterly Newsletter Issue May-August 2010  

ACHRS and the projects in the Middle East:  
donors, partners and shared knowledge 
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Jordan's Government did not implement the verdict of the cassation court issued on 
19.4.2010 which declared the innocence of the members of the Administrative commit-
tee (AC) of the Amman Union of Voluntary societies. 

 
In a serious Violation of the constitution, Laws, and the freedom of association (one 

of the fundamental principles of international Human rights law), the minister of social 
development Hala Lattof refused and bypassed the verdicts of the cassation court 
which declared the innocence of the members of the Administrative committee of Am-
man Union of voluntary Societies. The decision of the court implies the immediate re-
turn of the members of the AC to their voluntary positions which were suspended by 
the public Attorney on 26.7.2006. 

 
The minister instead of abiding by the decision of the court, decided illegally to appoint 
for the second time another temporary committee. The minister decision came as a 
surprise and unprecedented; the decision depends on an opinion issued by the Bureau 
of the legislation and opinion in the prime ministry which reads as follows (since the 
mandate of the Amman AC was ended, thus a new temporary committee should be 
appointed. We recommend that). This recommendation from one side is not binding, 
since the bureau is not the legal entity to explain the laws (court decision). From the 
other side, the recommendation was tailored to fit the tendency of the ministry. It vio-
lated the clear principles of law of societies, 2008. And clearly contradict the laws and 
judicial verdict. 
 

The Law, allows the minister to appoint a temporary committee for sixty days, could 
be extended for another period for only one time. The minister took that measure on 
26.7.2007, and appointed a temporary committee after the public attorney suspended 
the 18 members of the administrative committee of Amman Union of Voluntary socie-
ties on false acquisitions. That catastrophic decision, which is politically motivated, was 
taken by the Public Attorney, to allow the minister of social development to appoint a 
temporary committee. The decision was taken without a hearing or summoning of the 
accused to the PA's office

 (
. The temporary committee, instead, of staying sixty days 

according to the law stayed 1030 days. 
 

    From the other side, the law, allows the minister to appoint a temporary committee in 
relation to this situation: if the elected administrative committee committed a violation 
and did not respond to the minister written warning to remove the violation within two 
months. 
   The minister, instead of responding to the public Attorney's request to install back the 
elected Administrative Committee, neglect the request and appointed, illegally, a sec-
ond temporary committee. 

Witness a new episode in the Relation  
Of  the Government 
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It is worth mentioning that, the episode which took place on July 2007 was a result of 
false acquisition by the ministry of social development charging the Administrative 
committee of Amman Union of voluntary societies of Job exploitation. 
 
   The justice's code of ethics, the head of the supreme court of justice on 13.6.2010 
advised the lawyer of the AC's members not to file a charge against the minister of so-
cial development for her illegal decision of appointing a second temporary committee, 
and not abiding by the court decision which implies the immediate return of the AC's 
members to their voluntary duties. The judge's remark implies frankly that the charge 
will not lead to a positive, conclusion and will not be in the AC favor. That came when 
the lawyer was summoned to the head of the supreme court of justice's office after he 
submitted the charge to be priced by the judge; it is worth mentioning that four charges 
against the ministry were rejected by that court, headed by the same judge in this do-
main (2006-2007). 
 

In doing so, the Head of the supreme court ignored, the court decision (No.14-case 
483/200) headed by him, on the same subject, where the decided that, (the appoint-
ment of temporary committee by the Minister of social development on 26.6.2007, is 
considered, a temporary executive procedures to the decision of PA.. The legal inter-
pretation, on (reaching an innocence) verdict by the court, the temporary executive 
procedure, ends, and it implies canceling all its traces, and all the legal and administra-
tive procedures to the decision of the PH which followed that decision. It implies the 
return of the elected administrative committee to the situation it held before the deci-
sion of the minister was taken. 

 
Unfortunately, instead of having the government to issue a formal apology to the 

elected leaders of the charitable societies for its wrong doing, it punished them again, 
by ignoring their innocence and neglects the implementation of the court verdict. 

 

Amman Center for Human Rights Studies advocates the importance of the immediate 
implementation of the court decision. The return of the AC's members to their voluntary 
duties is the first step toward realizing justice. The minister of social development, after 
only that, could appoint a temporary administrative committee. If the returnees failed 
within two months to respond to the minister warning to call for a new election of the 
administrative committee of Amman Union of voluntary societies. Without doing that, 
we are proving that nothing changed since 2007. We are still violating the laws, the 
principles of human rights, the freedom of association, justice, the right of every person 
to fair-trial, transparency and democracy. 
 
We hope that such recommendation will be respected and the rule of Law shall be re-
stored. 
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The world celebrates on 03 May of each year the World Press Freedom Day: conferences and semi-
nars will be held and lectures will be made in memory of the victims of the violation of  press free-
dom. Negative aspects will be discussed so as to remedy them while the positive aspects will be 
pointed out so as to maximize them. 
The ACHRS devoted its annual report this year to discuss the state of the "right" to access informa-
tion in the Arab countries. 
 
Why we should have access to information? 
Without information, we can not have the following: 

The right of the freedom of expression and making decisions out of several options. 
The right of election and participation in the public affairs of the state, such as discussion of poli-

cies and bills. 
Monitoring the performance of the governments. 
Disclosure of human rights violations. 
Disclosure of corruption and the bad performance of government services. 
Facilitating the establishment of commercial and economic projects. 

The United Nations General Assembly decided in its first meeting on 14 December 1946 that 
"freedom to access information is one of the basic rights of Man and is the cornerstone of all free-
doms that are advocated by the United Nations." [Resolution 59 D A). The right of the public to 
knowledge and to information is one of the most important pillars of democratic progress of any 
state in the world. 
The right of access to information has become a constitutional right in many countries of the world. 
This right was translated into laws that guarantee the right of the journalists and citizens to access 
information.  
In fact, there are now 90 states in the world that now have these laws which are known as the 
"Freedom of Information Act" or [FOIA]. 
 
It is noteworthy that Jordan has issued the law on guaranteeing the right to access information num-
ber 47 of 2007 dated on 17 June 2007 as the first and only law of its kind in the Arab World. 
Yemen, after Jordan, is the second Arab state that enacted a law providing for the right of access to 
information. The Kingdom of Bahrain is expected to be the first state of the six member states of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) to issue a law giving the right to each natural or corporeal person to 
access information. Jordan is the only country in the Arab World which has such a law. There are 
other reasons which were discussed by the report on Jordan. Jordan is followed by Yemen and Bah-
rain which are undergoing legal action by the government and the civil society in this field. These 
were followed by Palestine and Algeria. As for Iraq and Sudan, they were given an equal rate. 
These were followed by Morocco and Lebanon. On the bottom of the list were Saudi Arabia, Syria 
and Libya. 
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights, 
and the Arab Charter of Human Rights have declared that if the press were to be free, three condi-
tions should be provided, namely, the right of the journalist to access information, to receive this in-
formation, and to disseminate it. The Amman Center for Human Rights Studies [ACHRS] believes 
that the right of access to information is the criterion for measuring all the other rights and liberties. 
This right is parallel to the democratic choice. The freedom of the media necessarily requires ability 
by the individuals to search for facts and to publish information without any obstruction of any kind.  
The ACHRS affirms that the culture of secrecy which is prevailing in the Arab countries and the laws 
that reinforce and strengthen this culture, such as the emergency laws and the laws on the state 
secrets, the laws regulating civil service, and others constitute a whole system of secrecy and con-
tradict the principle of the transparency of information, thereby barring the disclosure of mistakes, 
promoting corruption, and precluding good governance, which is based on accountability. 

Right of access to information 
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    Statement issued by 335 civil society organiza-
tions in the Arab World Statement issued by 335 civil 
society organizations in the Arab World Condemning 

the crime committed against the relief convoy 

On the 3rd of June 335  Arab Civil Society Organizations (representative of more 
than 800 NGOs in 16 Arab countries), strongly condemned the crime (armed as-
sault) committed upon the Freedom Convoy which by the special units of the Israeli 
Navy at the order of their higher authorities at 4:00 am on Monday, 31 May 2010. 
The armed forces’ crime served to kill at least 10 activists on the boat "Mavi Mar-
mara" and wound dozens of persons coming from various nations throughout the 
world.  
The action taken by Israel is a clear and outright violation of the rules and principles 
of public international law and the humanitarian international law: the Fourth Ge-
neva Convention of 1949 convention in particular. This aggression constitutes an 
act of piracy which is prohibited by public international law and international hu-
manitarian law which guarantee for the ships the right of safe passage in interna-
tional waters in accordance with the principle of the freedom of navigation. They 
also allow the passage of relief convoys to civilians in the cases of blockade and 
armed conflict.  
The signatories of this statement appeal to the international community and to the 
United Nations and the international community to work for the immediate disman-
tling of the blockade clamped on Gaza. 
 The statement signed by 335 Arab NGOs among are: Jordanian Human Rights 
NGOs,  Adalah Center for Human Rights Studies, Amman Center for Human Rights 
Studies [ACHRS], Amnesty International/ the Jordan Group, Adel Center for legal 
support, The Arab Organization for Human Rights in Jordan, Center for Interna-
tional Law and Human Rights, Center for defense the freedom of the Jordan's Jour-
nalists (CFJ), Human Rights group and postal Arab Society, The Arab-European 
Center for Human Rights, The Academy of Change and the Studies of Democracy 
and Development, The Jordanian Alliance Opposed to the Capital Punishment, The 
Jordanian Alliance of the international Criminal Court, The Jordanian Society for 
Human Rights, The Jordanian Women Union, The International Institute for Solidar-
ity with Women( SIGI ), The Legal Network of Arab Women, The Humanitarian Fo-
rum for Women's Rights, The Al-Karamah Association Against Violence, The Soci-
ety of Working Women, The Society of Arab Women, The Jordanian Society for 
Children Rights, The Society of Housewives, The East and West Center for the De-
velopment of the Local Community (WE), The Al-Hayah Center for the Develop-
ment of the Local Community, The Arab Al-Jisr Center for Development and Hu-
man Rights, The Center of Arab Women media Workers, The Empowerment Cen-
ter for Legal Aid and Human Rights, Al-Adl Center for Legal Aid, The Al-Ard Organi-
zation for Supporting Development, The Al Musawah Center for Democratic studies 
and research, Mizan /the Series of Laws on Human Rights.   
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The Center was established in 1999 with the aim of spreading and strengthening human rights 
culture in the Arab World and providing a democratic platform for dialogue, coordination and 
integration of the efforts of governmental and non-governmental organizations of human rights. 
The Center achieves its goals through educational, intellectual and cultural activities including 
research and studies, conferences, seminars and workshops as well as offering consultations, 
technical and scientific services, publications and specialized periodicals on human rights. The 
main objective is to promote human rights by raising awareness. Raising awareness is done 
via training courses, conferences, seminars etc. 
 
General information: 
 
ACHRS was founded in 1999 
Currently ACHRS consists of 10 full-time staff, several full-time interns and 50 volunteer members

( Acadimets, Lawyers, Jurnalists, Activests, Judjes, Researchers....itc) . 
50% of the work of ACHRS is done on a voluntary basis 
The focus of ACHRS is 50% on Jordan and 50% on the MENA region 
ACHRS is: 

Consultative status with ECOSOC 

Member of the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)  

Member of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) 

Member of the International Federation of Workers' Education Associations (IFWEA)  

 
Constituting Member of the following Networks: 
 
Elections Network in the Arab Region(ENAR)(2006) 
Jordanian Human Rights Trainers Network(2006) 
Arab Human Rights Trainers Network(2007) 
Arab Coalition Against Death Penalty(2007) 
Arab Coalition Against Death Penalty(2007) 
Arab Society on Academic Freedom (2008) 
Jordanian Network for Civil Society Organizations(2008) 

 
Training courses: 
355 Training courses since 1999 
9432 participants from across the Arab region 
Participants: 65% under the age of 30, 62% female 
Target groups: judges, layers, officers, journalists, university students, teachers, staff from civil society 

organizations. 
 
Websites: 
 
www.achrs.org/english ,general website of Amman Center for Human Rights Studies. 
www.awrd.net ,focuses on reform and democracy in the Middle East. 
www.alerhab.net ,focuses on terrorism globally. 
www.arabew.org ,focuses on elections in the Arab World. 
www.afwinfo.org ,focuses on academic freedom in the Arab World. 
www.joelections.org ,focuses on the Jordanian Parliament. 
www.jafwinfo.org ,focuses on the academic freedom in Jordan 
www.hartwaw.org ,focuses on the Human rights trainers in the Arab world. 

             ACHRS at a Glance Center was established in 1999 


