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Workshop on Scientific Research Methods 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS), in coordination 

with Monitoring Human Rights in 

Iraq Network (MHRI), has organ-

ized a training course on human 

rights for 17 representatives of Iraqi 

civil society organizations and Iraqi 

human rights activists. The training 

took place in Al-Manar Hotel in 

Amman on the 11th -12th January, 

2006. 

 
The course was opened with an 

introduction on the historical devel-

opment of human rights held by the 

Jordanian journalist Jahia Shukkeir. 

Over the two days, the training 

dealt with the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, the role of hu-

man rights organizations in protect-

ing and strengthening human rights, 

monitoring human rights violations, 

justice and human rights, the Con-

vention Against Torture, interna-

tional conventional and extra-

conventional mechanisms to protect 

and ensure human rights. 

 

The training was held by Mr. 

Ahmad Haddam from the Iraqi 

Larsa Center for legal studies, Pro-

gramming, and Human Rights; Mr. 

Mohammad Tareq, Executive Di-

rector of Studies Center of Human 

Rights and Democracy (SCHRD) in 

Iraq; ACHRS' 

trainers Mr. Man-

hal Al-Suidh, 

head of the Cen-

ter's training unit, 

and Mr. Obaida 

Faris, project and 

program man-

ager.  

 

From the Iraqi 

civil society or-

ganizations were 

r e p r e s e n t e d : 

Lawyer Move-

ment for Women, 

Islamic Party of Al Fadheela, The 

Cultural Center for Development 

and Civil Habilitation, Mesalleh 

Center, The Democratic Youth Fed-

eration in Iraqi Kurdistan, Women 

Union of Kurdistan, Iraqi Journalist 

Association, Muslim Women Asso-

ciation, and others.  

Dr. Nizam Assaf, Director of 

ACHRS, closed the training with a 

speech and handed out certificates 

to the participants.  

Since its establishment in 1999, 

ACHRS has organized 201 training 

courses for 5730 participants from 

16 Arab countries. 

As part of the 3rd "Research on Hu-

man Rights Competition for Youth" 

the Amman Center for Human 

Rights Studies (ACHRS) organized 

a workshop on methods of scien-

tific research. 

The workshop was open to the 94 

participants in the research compe-

tition and aimed at assisting the 

young researchers in writing their 

papers on practical issues related to 

human rights and democracy in 

Jordan.  

Dr. Nizam Barakat, Professor of 

political studies at the Yarmouk 

University and member of the sci-

entific council at ACHRS explained 

how to define a problem, to set as-

sumptions and how to use informa-

tion sources. 

 

Human Rights training course for Iraqi civil soci-

ety- organizations 
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FIDH and ACHRS strongly condemn the recent 

death sentences and executions in Jordan 

In the first three months of 2006, 18 

persons were condemned to the 

death penalty and three executions 

were carried out in Jordan. Mr. Sa-

lem Saad Salem bin Sweid and Mr. 

Yasser Fathi Ibrahim Freihat, sen-

tenced to death by a Military Court 

in 2004 for the murder of a USAID 

official were executed on March 11, 

2006; Mr. Adnan Ismail, convicted 

for killing his wife and child, was 

executed three days later. 

 

“Nine of them, includ-

ing Al Qaida leader Abu 

Musab Al Zarqawi, 

were condemned” 
 

The International Federation for 

Human Rights (FIDH) and the Am-

man Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) express their 

deep concern about those recent 

executions since Mr. Salem Saad 

Salem bin Sweid and Mr. Yasser 

Fathi Ibrahim Freihat had claimed 

that their confessions had been ob-

tained under torture and neither the 

State Security Court nor the Court 

of Cassation took those allegations 

into account, in clear violation of 

international human rights law. 

 

Article 12 
 

Indeed, under the United Nations 

Convention Against Torture, to 

which Jordan acceded in 1991, Ar-

ticle 12 obliges member States to 

conduct inquiries into any allega-

tions of torture, and Article 15 re-

quires them to make sure that « any 

statement which is established to 

have been made as a result of tor-

ture shall not be invoked as evi-

dence in any proceeding ». 

 

In addition, General Observation n° 

13 on Article 14 of the ICCPR 

states that the law should provide 

that « evidence provided by means 

of such methods or any other form 

of compulsion is wholly unaccept-

able» (para 14). General Observa-

tion n° 20 relating to Article 7 of 

the ICCPR also provides that it is 

important that « the law must pro-

hibit the use of admissibility in ju-

dicial proceedings of statements or 

confessions obtained through tor-

ture or other prohibited treat-

ment» (para 12).  

 

Alarming Figures 
 

In addition, 18 persons have been 

condemned to death since the be-

ginning of this year, which reflects 

a sharp increase in the number of 

death sentences passed in relation 

to the preceding year. Nine of them, 

including Al Qaida leader Abu 

Musab Al Zarqawi, were con-

demned last February in connection 

with a plot for a chemical attack 

that was reportedly planned to take 

place in Jordan in 2004 and that 

could have provoked the death of 

thousands of people. They were 

condemned by a military court and 

four of them were tried in abstentia. 

Nine others, including Mr. Moham-

med Shalabi, chief of the « Abu 

Sayyaf Group » (a local militia), 

have been condemned on March 22 

for « terrorist acts » that took place 

in 2002 in the city of Maan, and 

which caused the death of six peo-

ple during an unrest in the city. 

Four of them were tried in absten-

tia. These alarming figures are 

cause of great concern. FIDH 

strongly encourages the abolition of 

death penalty worldwide in all cir-

cumstances, as it is an inhuman 

treatment, denying the universally 

recognized right to life, in addition 

to having been proved useless as a 

deterrent. 

FIDH and ACHRS also express 

their deepest concern over the 

claims of incommunicado deten-

tions and the complete reliance on « 

confessions » obtained under tor-

ture, even for crimes that may result 

in the imposition of the death sen-

tence. These claims are not investi-

gated by independent bodies, in 

spite of the repeated allegations by 

victims and witnesses, and of the 

numerous evidences collected by 

human rights organizations. 

FIDH and ACHRS call upon the 

Jordanian authorities to adopt a 

moratorium on death sentences as a 

first step towards abolition. This 

would put an end to an inhuman 

punishment, and it would make 

Jordan « the first country in the 

Middle East without capital punish-

ment », as His Excellency the King 

Abdallah II bin al-Hussain already 

expressed the wish in 2004. 

 

“Investigation into all 

allegations of torture”  
 

 

Moreover, the right to a fair trial 

and the FIDH and ACHRS call 

upon the authorities to enforce do-

mestic legislation as well as inter-

national standards on absolute pro-

hibition of inhuman treatments. An 

independent investigation into all 

allegations of torture on detainees 

should be ensured, and the perpetra-

tors should be brought to justice. 

 

 

 

Press contact: Karine Appy + 33 

1 43 55 14 12 / + 33 1 43 55 25 18 
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ACHRS concludes two training course on self esteem 

for students  

Al Zuhur Girls' School. 
 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) has concluded a 

training course on self esteem for 

young female students in Amman. 

The course was held for members 

of the student council at Al Zuhur 

Girls' School. 

 

The students were lectured and 

trained on the importance of main-

taining high self esteem and how it 

self esteem is related to success and 

to school performance. The stu-

dents discussed signs of low and 

high self esteem and how self es-

teem could be raised. 

 

36 school girls participated in the 2-

day course which was facilitated by 

Mr. Mohammad Sarsak, ACHRS' 

coordinator of the children's rights 

unit. 

 

Princess Taghreed Secon-

dary School for Girls 
 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) has concluded a 

2-day training course on self esteem 

for students of the Princess 

Taghreed Secondary School for 

Girls.  

 

The 111 students who attended the 

course were lectured and trained on 

the importance of maintaining high 

self esteem and how self esteem is 

related to success and to school 

performance. The students dis-

cussed signs of low and high self 

esteem and ways to increase self 

esteem. The course was facilitated 

by Mr. Mohammad Sarsak, head of 

the children's rights unit at ACHRS. 

 

Since its establishment in 1999, 

ACHRS has held 209 training 

courses in the field of human rights 

for 5948 participants from Jordan 

and other Arab countries.   
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ACHRS honors Mr. John Pace 

Honoring Mr. John Pace 
 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) held a farewell 

ceremony in honour of Mr. John 

Pace, Director of the Human Rights 

Office of the United Nations Assis-

tance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI). A 

number of members of Iraqi human 

rights organisations also attended 

the farewell ceremony to honour 

Mr. Pace. 

 

Mr. Pace had worked together with 

the late Special Representative of 

the UN Secretary-General to Iraq, 

Mr. Sergio Vieira de Mello, at the 

UN headquarters in Baghdad.    

 

Mr. John Pace, who during his time 

as human rights chief for UNAMI 

intensively followed up on human 

rights issues in Iraq, was known for 

his high professionalism and dedi-

cation to the human rights cause.  

 

“Mr. Pace had worked 

together with the late 

Special Representative 

of the UN Secretary-

General to Iraq, Mr. 

Sergio Vieira de Mello” 
 

 

Mr. Pace considers the time he 

dedicated to further human rights in 

Iraq as one of the most intensive 

and important times in his 30-year 

career in the field of human rights. 

 

“30-year career in the 

field of human rights” 
 

As an expression of deep respect 

and great appreciation, ACHRS and 

Iraqi human rights organisations 

presented Mr. Pace with farewell 

souvenirs wishing him success and 

all the best in his work at the Uni-

versity of Sydney.   
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The two-day Conference on Aca-

demic Freedom in Iraqi Universities 

was concluded in Amman on 10th 

February 2006. The Conference 

was organized by Amman Center 

for Human Rights Studies 

(ACHRS) in cooperation with the 

Iraqi Teachers' Union. More than 

40 academic researchers took part 

in this conference. 

 

History 
 

In December 2004, ACHRS organ-

ized a conference on Academic 

Freedom in Arab Universities. It 

was the first conference ever held in 

the Arab world to deal with this 

theme. In consequence, the first 

Arab declaration on Academic 

Freedom in the Arab World was 

articulated, also known as "The 

Amman Declaration on Academic 

Freedom in Arab Universities". 

In light of the success of the De-

cember conference, ACHRS – in 

cooperation with the Iraqi Teachers' 

Union – organized a conference on 

Academic Freedom in Iraqi Univer-

sities, which was held in two ses-

sions. The first session was held in 

Baghdad in November 2005. The 

2nd session was now concluded in 

Amman. 

 

During the two sessions in Baghdad 

and Amman 18 main themes were 

discussed including the importance 

of academic freedom, and the situa-

tion and reality of practicing aca-

demic freedom in Iraqi universities 

(case studies).   

 

The Consequence of Occu-

pation  
 

In his opening speech, Dr. Kheir 

Eddeen Haseeb, Director General 

of the Centre for Arab Unity Stud-

ies in Beirut, stressed on the nega-

tive impact on academic freedom 

caused by occupation.  

Dr. Isam Al Rawi, President of the 

Iraqi Teachers' Union, explained 

that the main objective of holding 

this conference was to increase the 

awareness of Iraqi academic institu-

tions on the importance of aca-

demic freedom. He further empha-

sized the importance of separating 

personal convictions based on po-

litical, religious or partisan affilia-

tion from the neutrality teachers 

must preserve in spreading informa-

tion and knowledge. 

 

The conference was concluded with 

the drafting of the "Declaration on 

Academic Freedom in Iraqi Univer-

sities", which will be finalized in 

the next days. 

 

The participants condemned the 

series of attempts to assassinate the 

Iraqi Minister for Higher Educa-

tion.    

 

Conclusion of the Conference on Academic Freedom in 

Iraqi Universities 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) in cooperation 

with the Princess Taghreed Secon-

dary School for girls in Al Queis-

meh organized a training course on 

human rights for 30 students. 

The 1-day training course focused 

on basic definitions of human rights 

and their relevance to the students' 

daily life. Mr. Obaida Fares, facili-

tator of the training course, further 

discussed with the students how 

human rights can be used as a 

means to improve the social envi-

ronment. The participants were also 

introduced to the historical develop-

ment of human rights. 

Since its establishment in 1999, 

ACHRS has held 207 training 

courses in the field of human rights 

for more than 5890 participants 

from Jordan and other Arab coun-

tries.   

Human Rights Training Course in Al Queismeh 
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Yarmouk Students 
Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS), in cooperation 

with Yarmouk University and the 

King Abdullah Fund, organized a 

training course on human rights for 

36 university students. 

The course was held at Yarmouk 

University on the 2nd and 3rd of 

January 2006 by ACHRS facilita-

tors Mr. Manhal Al Sayidah, Ms. 

Islam Al Radaideh, Mr. Obaida 

Faris and Mr. Mohammad Sarsak. 

During the training, discussion 

rounds were held on the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, the 

Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, civil and cultural rights, and 

international mechanisms for the 

protection of rights. 

The training course was concluded 

with a graduation ceremony in 

which Dr. Noman Jubran, vice dean 

for student affairs, and head of the 

history department at the faculty of 

arts, handed over certificates to the 

participants. 

 

 
 

Training Course on Human Rights at Yar-
mouk University 

In support of a progressive Arab 

project on the establishment of the 

Arab School for Studies and Re-

search the Amman Center for Hu-

man Rights Studies (ACHRS) in-

vited a number of Jordanian intel-

lectuals and academics to take part 

in a discussion round. The project 

was presented by the Qatari intel-

lectual Dr. Ali Khalifah Al Kawari. 

 

The aim of the discussion was to 

present the idea of the project and 

to get thoughts and opinions from 

the participants. The Arab School 

for Studies and Research is thought 

to become a leading institute unit-

ing efforts throughout the Arab 

world.  

Discussion round on the establishment of an Arab School 

for Studies and Research 
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A delegation of the Moroccan Eq-

uity and Reconciliation Commis-

sion (ERC) visited Amman Center 

fo r  Human  R igh t s  S tud ie s 

(ACHRS) this week. The two mem-

bers of the Commission, Mr. Ah-

med Chaouki Benyoub, lawyer and 

vice president of the Moroccan Hu-

man Rights Organization (OMDH), 

and Mr. Hasan Banadi, member of 

the committee for drafting the Mo-

roccan Human Development Re-

port, spoke about the efforts done to 

prepare the ERC's final report and 

the Human Development Report.  

 

The public dissemination of the two 

reports represents a historic step in 

acknowledging the violations of 

human rights committed in Mo-

rocco. 

 

The Human Development Report 

outlines a plan and defines concrete 

goals for Morocco's political and 

economic development over the 

next 20 years.  

 

The 1500-pages final report of the 

ERC examines the human rights 

abuses committed during 1950s-

1990s, determining the responsibili-

ties of the state and other actors for 

the committed abuses. The report 

was prepared by 130 experts, who 

during a period of 18 months re-

ceived more than 20.000 applica-

tions for consideration, and reached 

14.500 victims. The final report 

further outlines an extensive repara-

tions plan for victims and their 

families, and sets out recommenda-

tions on how to advance victims' 

rights and prevent future abuses. 

 

At the end of the meeting, Dr. Ni-

zam Assaf, Director of ACHRS, 

informed the delegates on the role 

of ACHRS in spreading a culture of 

human rights on the local and re-

gional level. In pursuit of achieving 

its mission, ACHRS has organized 

more than 200 training courses on 

issues of human rights and democ-

racy for more than 7500 partici-

pants from 16 Arab countries.   

 

 

Delegation of the Moroccan Equity and Reconcilia-

tion Commission visits ACHRS 

Staff members and volunteers of 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) participated in 

the activities of the National Cam-

paign against Domestic Violence 

which was organized by the Na-

tional Forum for Youth and Culture 

and other civil society organiza-

tions.  

Members of ACHRS joined a 

march on bicycles which departed 

from Al-Thaqafa Street and ended 

at the Parliament where the partici-

pants were received by Members of 

Parliament. The participants were 

then invited to attend a parliamen-

tarian meeting as a gesture of soli-

darity with the campaign and as a 

statement of the power of Parlia-

ment in inducing changes through 

the adoption of laws and their 

amendments. 

The participants held banners 

signed by civil society organiza-

tions and by Jordanian personalities 

calling for more laws to protect 

women from violence. Youth 

groups presented a statement articu-

lating their view of the situation and 

the reality of Jordanian women. The 

statement also included suggestions 

on necessary reforms of laws and 

legislations with regard to women, 

including the personal status law, 

labor laws and discrimination.  

ACHRS participates in protest march against domestic 

violence 
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A delegation of the Jurists Union of 

Kurdistan in Iraq visited Amman 

Center for Human Rights Studies 

(ACHRS). The delegation met with 

the Staff of ACHRS and exchanged 

information about current activities 

and projects. The meeting was con-

cluded by signing a joint coopera-

tion agreement between ACHRS 

and the Jurists Union of Kurdistan. 

 

ACHRS had further organized a 

visit for the delegates to the Minis-

try of Justice where they met with 

the ministry's Secretary-General 

Mr. Ali Al Domour. During their 

meeting, Mr. Al Domour informed 

the delegates on judicial reforms in 

Jordan. 

 

The delegates were also received by 

Dr. Mansour Al Hadidi, President 

of the Jordanian Judicial Institute, 

who told them about the Institute's 

experience in building the capacity 

of the judicial staff, in training new 

judges and raising the legal knowl-

edge of existing judges. 

Delegates of the Jurists Union of Kurdistan visit 

ACHRS 

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) participated in 

the Human Rights Culture Confer-

ence held on 4-6 March in Doha –

Qatar. Dr. Nizam Assaf, Director of 

ACHRS, represented the Center at 

this conference. 

 

The conference gathered around 

150 experts on human rights from 

the Arab region to discuss the legal 

frameworks of the national human 

rights institutions and organisations 

and their autonomy, the endorse-

ment of human rights culture in 

schools and universities, besides 

studies and research in this domain 

and the role of government institu-

tions in supporting this culture. 

 The conference aimed at enforcing 

regional initiatives to strengthen the 

role of governmental and non-

governmental organizations in 

spreading a culture of human rights. 

The conference also aimed at ar-

ticulating and drawing up national 

and regional strategies to enhance 

human rights in the region.   

ACHRS participates in the Human Rights Culture Con-

ference 
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A basic training course on the 

human rights was held by Amman 

Center for Human Rights Studies 

in cooperation with the 

"Knowkledge Centre" (Mahattat 

Ma'rifah) of the National Centre 

for Information Technology in Al 

Baq'a. 

 

The training introduced 35 

women of civil society to 

women's rights, civil and political 

rights, mechanisms for the protec-

tion of women's rights, and possi-

bilities for women to defend their 

families from negative external 

influences. The training was fa-

cilitated by Ms. Hanan Shatat. 

 

Since its establishment in 1999, 

ACHRS has organized 203 training 

courses on human rights for more 

than 5800 participants from differ-

ent Jordanian governorates and 

various Arab countries.  

Conclusion of training course on women's rights in 

Al Baq'a 

1
st
 Training Course on Election Monitoring 

for Syrian CSOs  

Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) held the 1st 

Training Course on Election Moni-

toring for Syrian civil society or-

ganizations in Amman, 12th – 15th 

April. The training course was at-

tended by 15 representatives of 10 

Syrian civil society organizations. 

 

The participants received training 

from ACHRS trainers on the fol-

lowing topics: 

 

• International standards of 

human rights and elections 

• Comparing different 

electoral systems 

• The role of media in elec-

tion monitoring 

• Disabled persons and 

their participation in elec-

tions 
The process of monitoring 

elections and the role of local 

observers 
 

This course is the first in a 

series of training courses on 

election monitoring and hu-

man rights to be held in 2006 

and 2007. In March, ACHRS held a 

2-day training course on monitoring 

human rights for Syrian NGOs in 

Amman. 
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A training course on electoral sys-

tems, organized by ACHRS, was 

held in Amman on the 7th and 8th 

January. The 18 participants repre-

sented various political parties in 

Jordan. 

 

The training provided the partici-

pants with theoretical background 

on different electoral systems and 

comparisons among these, factors 

influencing the choice of electoral 

systems, and standards of free elec-

tions. The Jordanian experience 

regarding elections was also a main 

topic of the discussion rounds. 

 

Mr. Jamal S. Al Khateeb opened 

the training course with a speech on 

the importance of the role of politi-

cal parties in elections. The training 

was facilitated by Mr. Emad 

Yousef, an international elections 

observer and ACHRS' election unit 

coordinator. 

 

At the end of the course, Dr. Nizam 

Assaf handed out certificates to the 

participants. This course marks 

ACHRS' 200th training course. 

Since its establishment in 1999 

5713 persons were trained on issues 

related to human rights and democ-

racy. 

ACHRS' 200
th
 training course: electoral sys-

tems 

A training course on human rights 

protection mechanisms and human 

rights monitoring for Syrian NGOs 

was concluded in Amman. The 2-

day training course was organized 

by Amman Center for Human 

Rights Studies (ACHRS). 

The training course was attended by 

21 representatives of 10 Syrian 

NGOs. The participants received 

training on the historical develop-

ment of human rights concepts, 

international standards of freedom 

of expression, international human 

rights protection mechanisms, skills 

of interviewing victims and wit-

nesses of human rights violations, 

and skills of reporting human rights 

violations. 

 

The training was facilitated by Mr. 

Yahia Shukeir, Mr. Manhal Al-

Suidh and Mr. Mahmoud Qandeel. 

Course on Human Rights Protection Mechanisms 

for Syrian NGOs concluded 

The first phase of the Fifth training 

of trainers (TOT) course for Human 

Rights Workers, organized by Am-

man Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) in co-operation 

with the Norwegian Embassy was 

concluded in Amman, where 24 

human rights activists from Jordan 

and other Arab neighboring coun-

tries such as Iraq, Syria,   Palestine, 

Yemen and Lebanon took part. 

The ten-day training course covered 

essential skills concerning training 

such as preparation and drafting, 

presentation and evaluation. In ad-

dition, the course covered important 

topics such as Human Rights terms 

and concepts, National Human 

Rights Institutes, International Hu-

manitarian Law, the Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW), Convention on the 

Rights of the Child (CRC), the In-

ternational Convention Against 

Torture (CAT), International 

Mechanisms for Human 

Rights Protection, the 

Right of free Expression, 

National Mechanisms 

for Human Rights Pro-

tection, and the Right to 

Education. 

Established in 1999, the 

Amman Center for Hu-

man Rights Studies has 

organized over 206 

training courses on Hu-

man Rights, where over 5861 par-

ticipants took part from different 

Jordanian governorates as well as 

from neighbouring Arab countries. 

Conclusion of the first phase of the 5th  training 
of trainers (TOT) course on Human Rights  
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Amman Center for Human Rights 

Studies (ACHRS) invited a number 

of Jordanian Christian and Moslem 

figures, intellectuals, journalists, 

artists and politicians to a meeting 

to discuss the current situation 

which emerged from the publica-

tion of the prophet cartoons. 

 

The participants commonly agreed 

on the necessity of proclaiming and 

circulating a declaration embodying 

humane values in accordance with 

relevant international conventions, 

to be adopted on the international 

level. ACHRS was assigned with 

the realization of this aim. 

 

The following is a draft of the pro-

posed declaration: 

 

 

Preamble 

 

We, who have signed below, 

 

Believing in the importance of re-

specting all religions, 

 

Recognizing that this region is the 

cradle of the celestial religions 

(Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), 

and that this region has been a hu-

man model for civil coexistence 

between different religions and 

beliefs, 

 

Acknowledging the right to freedom 

of expression as embodied in inter-

national human rights instruments, 

 

Agree upon the following:  

 

First 

 

The respect of religious symbols of 

all religions is most important, and 

requires the avoidance of offending 

convictions and beliefs, and further 

requires the integration of differ-

ences in adequate frameworks re-

spective of cultural diversity. 

 

Second 

 

Common religious and humane 

values which constructively con-

tribute to establishing a prospering 

global civilization should be mani-

fested instead of fueling conflicts, 

wars, violence, and hatred towards 

others and causing harm to the 

global human society.   

 

Third 

 

Human rights principles must be 

disseminated to all peoples and the 

importance of these principles must 

be emphasized including freedom 

of opinion and expression within 

the principles of international hu-

man rights instruments.  

 

Fourth 

 

Dialogue between cultures must be 

further stimulated, and common 

humane values emphasized so as to 

preserve cultural achievements and 

to strengthen tolerance and civil 

coexistence. 

 

Fifth 

 

Places of worship and sanctuaries 

of all religions must be respected, 

and worshippers should not be im-

peded from reaching these places. 

The international community 

should unite its efforts in order to 

end the 40-year Israeli occupation 

of Christian and Moslem sanctuar-

ies in Palestine. 

 

Sixth 

 

Peoples, governments and states 

should not be made collectively 

responsible for opinions or actions 

carried out by individuals who do 

not hold official positions. 

 

Seventh 

 

Efforts of civil society organiza-

tions and governments must be in-

tensified in increasing the under-

standing of freedom of religion, and 

in providing for basic conditions 

which make religious coexistence 

Call for civil coexistence and for dialogue between 

religions and cultures 
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possible in their respective socie-

ties. 

 

Eighth 

 

Governments, parliaments, political 

parties, civil society organizations, 

intellectuals and academic persons 

in Arab, Islamic and Western coun-

tries must take the initiative in 

stimulating and continuing dialogue 

so as to define the Arab and Islamic 

civilization and culture, and the 

Western civilization and culture in 

a way conducive to civil coexis-

tence.   

 

 

Mr. Abdallah Freihat – Member of 

Parliament 

Prof. Dr. Amin Mashaqbeh – uni-

versity professor and former minis-

ter 

Mrs. Buthaina Jardaneh – President 

of the Third Millennium Women 

Organization 

Mr. Fahmi Al Katout – author, 

member of the Jordanian Democ-

ratic Assembly 

Mr. Fahed Al Khitan – author and 

journalist 

Mr. Fathalla Al Imrani – President 

of the General Trade Union of 

Workers in Textile, Garment and 

Clothing Industries 

Father Dr. Ghaleb Bader – Latin 

Church, university professor 

Mr. Ghannam Ghannam – artist and 

intellectual 

Mr. Hamada Al Fara'neh – author 

and journalist 

Dr. Hamdi Murad – university pro-

fessor and Islamic intellectual 

Dr. Hassan Al Barari – university 

professor 

Dr. Hazem Qshou' – Secretary-

General of the Jordanian Al Risalah 

Party 

Dr. Ibrahim Hijazeen – academic 

person and researcher 

Mr. Ibrahim Al Sane' – Director of 

the Jordanian Society for Human 

Rights 

Dr. Iman Al Hussein – university 

professor 

Mr. Ja'far Al Horani – Member of 

Parliament, Islamic Labour Front 

party 

Mr. Jalal Al Rifai – artist and intel-

lectual 

Mr. Jamal Naji – novelist and Presi-

dent of the Democratic Intellectuals 

Association in Jordan 

Mr. Jamal Shaker Al Khatib – Re-

searcher in the field of political 

development and human rights 

Mr. Jameel Al Nimri – Journalist 

and President of the Democratic 

Culture Institution 

Dr. Khaldoun Al Nasser – Secretay-

General of the Jordanian Al Ahed 

Party 

Dr. Khaled Obeidat – university 

professor 

Dr. Lubna Akroush – university 

professor 

Mr. Mahmoud Al Rimawi – author 

and columnist 

Mr. Mahmoud Al Nuwayhi – Sec-

retary General of the National 

Movement for Direct Democracy 

Mr. Mansour Saifeddin Murad – 

activist and former Member of Par-

liament 

Dr. Mohammad Hassan Al Momani 

– university professor 

Mr. Mousa Al Ma'ay-

tah – Secretay-General 

of the Democratic 

Party of the Left 

Mr. Muayyad Aletely 

– unionist and author 

Dr. Munsa Al Shtewy 

– Director of the Cen-

ter for Social Studies 

Dr. Mustafa Shneikat 

– Member of Parlia-

ment, former minister 

Father Nabeel Haddad 

– Director of the Jor-

danian Centre for Re-

ligious Coexistence 

Studies 

Mrs. Nadia Al Aloul – 

author and activist  

Dr. Nizam Assaf – 

Director of Amman 

Center for Human 

Rights Studies 

Mr. Rayeq Kamel – President of the 

Jordanian Engineering Offices 

Committee 

Dr. Rohi Shahaltough – Member of 

Parliament 

Mr. Samer Kheir Ahmad – author 

and journalist 

Mrs. Sawsan Tuffaha – media per-

son 

Mr. Sultan Hattab – author and 

journalist 

Mr. Waheed Qarmash – Institution 

of Democratic Culture 

Mr. Yousef Al Horani – author and 

unionist 
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